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Jights the firs^ battle against the Pecans 
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part of Asia Minor. He is seized xvith a 
dangerous disease, occasioned by i)a thing 
in the river Cydnus. Philip ih^ physi- 
cian cures him in a f exv days^ Alexander 
passes the dtydes of Cilicia, Darius ad- 
vances at the same tiiva* The. hold and 
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months, is taken by storm, Thecfulftllin<r 
of ' different prophecies relating to Tyre ^ 

Sect. VII. Darius xc rites a second letter 
to Alexander. Journey of the latter to 
Jerusalem. The honoiir which he pays to 
Jaddus the high-priesL He is shexen those 
prophecies of Danjfl which relate to him- 
self. The king grants great pidvileges to 
the Jews, but rifuses them to the Samari- 
tans, He besieges and takes Gaza, enters 
Egypt, amt subdues that country. He 
there lays the foundations of Alexandria, 
then gets into Libya, xthere he visits the 
temple of Jupiter Ammon, and causes him- 
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i^elf To be declared the son of theft ^od. His 
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Sect. I. Alexanders birth. The Temple cf Ephe- 
sus is burnt the same dap. The happp natural 
indindtions of that princef Aristotle ts appoint- 
ed his preceptor, wpo inspires him with a surpris- 
ing taste for le^nin^. He breaks Bucephalus. 

‘Alexander v&s bom in the first year nf U)e A M 
CVIth Olympiad. ‘ 

The very he came into the world, the cele- Ant J.C. 
brated temple of Diana at Ephesus was burnt. It is ***• 
well known tha* this temple was one of tlie sfeven 
wonders of the world. It had been built in the naine, 
and at the expence of all Asia Minor. A great num- 
^r df • years were etSpIoyed in building it. Its 
length was four hundred aqd twenty- five fee^ an<| 
its breadth two hundred alfii twenty. It waisup*' 
ported by a hundred and twenty-seven coloKmiB, 
threescore feet high, which as many f Idi^ bad 

• Hin. 1 . xxxvi. c. 14 . 

* Piioy MVS tm bndMd md tvnnbryran^ Hmli » set 

probable. . 

t AaetcB^ abiMtefciyeiro apMwronMsihy iW partieulv 
king. 

TOL. Y. 
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l?to wrought great expene^ffi^d by the 
excellent, artists, .who endeavour^ to excel 
^ther pQthis occasion. The rest of the temple 
iponded in magnihceoce with these columns, 
ie^sias * of Magnesia, according to Plutarch, 
That it was no wonder the, temple was 


** burned, because Diana was that day employed at 
** the delivery of Olymgias, to facilitate the, birth of 
Alexander a reflection, says our author, so 
very f cold, that it might; have extinguished the 
Are. J Cicero, who ascribes this saying to Timajus, 
declares it a very smart one, at which I am very 
much surprised. Possibly the fondness be had for 
jokes, made him not very delicate in things of this 
kind. 


* One Herostratus had set lire to tj^e temple on 
purpose. Being pirt to the torture, in order to force 
him to confess his mofive for committing so infa- 
mous an action, he owned that it was with the view 
of making himself kr\pwn ti> posterity, and to im- 
mortalizellis name, by destroying so noble a struc- 
ture. The states general •^Asia imagined they 
should prevent the success of liis'view, by publish- 
ing a decree, prohibiting thetniention of his name. 
However, their prohibition •cAily excited a greater 
curiosity ; for scarce orie of ^he historians of that 
age has omitted to mention so monArous an extra- 
va^nce, and at the same time to tell us tlie name 
of the criminal. 


, ** The ruling passion in Alexander, even from his 
tender years, was ambition^ and an ardent de^^ire of ^ 

^ Plat, in Alex. p. 665. ^ Vuler. Max. I. viii. c. 14. 

• Plufc. jn vit Alex. p. 605i^(i68. Id. de Fortun. Alex. p. 342. 

* He was an historian, and lived in the time of Ptolemy, son 

1 1 flo not know whether Plutarch's reflection be not still 
colder. 


J ConciftJH, ut Timaus; qui, cum inkistorid dixisset, ^ud 

rnocix nt^ Alexander essei, eddem Dianm Epkesiee templum d^a- 
graaieeCf adjunxit : niinime id issse mirandum, qu6i Diana, ctbn in 
partu Ofyf^ptudis adcssetfoiuissci, ai^uisset domo* De Nat. Deor, 
i.,u..n. 69. 
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^ory ; every species oi glory. l^lbSw, - 

like a schist, valued bimself upAs his eloqulBiDm 
and the beauty of his style; and had the vanity^to 
cause to be engraved on his coins the seyeral^^- 
tories l^e had won at the Olympic games 
chariot>race.* But it was not to this his son aspbre^t 
Hb friends a^ing him one. day, whether he would 
not be 4>reSent at .the games above-mentioned) in 
order to dispute the prize, for he was very swift 
of foot; he answered, •'* That he would contend 
in them,, provided kings were to be his antago- 
“ nists.”* ^ 

Every time new’s was brou^t him, tl)at his father 
had taken some city, or gained some great battle, 
Alexander, far from sharing in the general joy, 
used to say in a plaintive tone-of voice, to the young 
persons that were brought ^p vi^ith him, “ Friend^ 
** my father wdll possess himself of every thin^ and 
“ leave nothing for us to do.” 

One day some ambsbsadoK from the king of Per- 
sia being arrived at court during Philips absence, 
Alexander gave %o courteous and so polite a 
reception, and regaled them in so noble and gene- 
rous a manner, as chermed them all. But that which 
most surprised them w%s, ^e good sense and Judg- 
ment which hedbeovdred in the several conversations 
they had with him. He did not propose to them any 
thing that was uaSing; as might be expected from one 
of his age; such, for instance, as inquiring about the 
so much boasted gardens suspended in the air, the 
-^ciches and magnincen^ of the palace and court of 
the king of Persia, which eyiited the admiratiotS.of 
the whole world ; the faMous golden plane-tree ; 
* and that golden vine, the ^apes of which were of 
emeralds, cafbancles, rubies, and all. sorts of pre- 
cious stones, under which the Persian monarch was 
said frequently, to ^ve audience to ambassadors: 
Alexander«sked thqm quesUons of a quite'difterent 

* Athen. ]. xii, p. 539. 

B S 



enqnmn;! ^ hkh was the road to Ufi^r Ask; 
^ fiistanee oC the several places; ia tl^’bot the 
e^mith and power of the king of Persia cCmsisted ; 
in v^timrtc^ the battle be fought; how be be* 
haVjy towards his eneii^s ; and iu what ;.nanner 
he governed bis subjects. These ambassadors ad* 
mired him all the while ; and perceiving even at 
that time what he ini|§^ one .day become, they 
iKNoted out, ki 8 few words, the difference they 
found between Alexander and ' Artaxerxes, by say- 
ing one to another, * •“ This young prince is great, 
“ and ours is rich.” That man must be yer^ insigni- 
^ ficant, wlto has no odier merit than bis riches f 
So ripe a judgment Ih this young prince, was 
owing as i»u(^ to tiic good education which had 
been .given him, as to the excellence of his natural 
abilities. Several Jiregeptors were appointed to 
teach him whatsoever was worthy the heir tc a great 
kingdom ; and the chief of these was Leonidas, a 
relation of the c|ueen,Rind a ^rson of the most se- 
vere morals. Alexartder hiuisdf related afterwards, 
that this Leonidas, in their ^wbntys tc^etber, used 
frequently to look into the truuks u t)ere his beds and 
cloUms were laid, in order t^ see if Olympias his 
motlierfiad not put something |uperfluous into them, 
which might administer to oelicacy and luxury. 
But the greatest service Philip cNd his smi, was 
appointing Aristotle fans preceptor^ the most fa- 
mous and tbe most learned philosopirer of his age, 
whom he intrusted with tbe whole care of his edn- 
imtipn. * One of the reasons which pwotfipjc'*. - 
Philip to clmose hiaak^a master of so conspicu- 
iks a repmalion abd^kei-k was, as be himself 
said, that bis son mi^t avoid committing a great 
many faults, of which he hknself him been 


was sensiirie, how great a treaswehe pos- 

» 

^ Artaserxes Oebas. « Plut. in Apophtheg. p. 178, 
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seised ^ person of Aristotie ; ^ which 
he aettiel « very coiisiderabie stipend upon hinit and 
afterwards rewarded bU pains and care in an infi* 
nitely moio glorious manner ; for having ^troyed 
and laiti^ waste the city of * iHagira, tiie native place 
of that pbijpibpber, l^e rebuilt it, purely out ofttfieo* 
tion for hnp ;• reinstated the inhabitants who bt^ 
fled frotn ir, or were made*s|aves ; and gave them 
a fine park in the neigtibourhood of Stagira, a» a 
; place for their studies &nd assemblies. Even in Plu- 
: tarch’s time, tlie atone seats' which Aristotle bad 
placed {here were standing; as also spacious 
avenues of trees, under which those who walked 
were shaded from the sunbeams. 

Alexander likewise discovered no less esteem for 
his master, whom he believed hi^mself bound to lovo 
as much as if he had been«bis father; declaring, 
t That he was indebted to the one for living, and 
“ to the other for living well.” The progress of the 
pupil was equal to the care ahd abilitiespf the pre- 
ceptor. J He grew p vsionately fond of philosophy ; 
and learned the sevamf branches of it, but witii the 
discrimination suitable to bis birth. Aristotle en- 
deavoured to improvqpis judgment by laying dow b 
sure and certain rules, iTy which be might distinguish 
just and solid reasoning from what b merely spe- 
cious ; and by^customing him to separate in dis- 
course all sucl^parts as only dazzle, from those 
which are truly solid, and should constitute its whole 
vtdcie. ' He alsh exer^jised him in metaphysics, 
wsbiClfinay be great benefit to a prince, provided 
he applies liimself to theol ^h moderation, as they 
explain to him the nature ol’^lie human mind ; how- 
%reatly it d^rs from matter ; in what manner he 
perceives spiritual things ; how he is sensible of the 
impression of those that surround him, and many 

other questiods of the like import. The reader will 

. • 

• 

* A city of Macedon, near the sea-sbore. 
t h* sKsiyw f^hy Sm tktw xaAcJf 

]: Rctinuit tx sapientid modum* Tacit. 
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natandly iupposi, that he did not omit e^cr th® 
mathematics, w’hich are* so well calculatek to give 
the piind a just turn of thinking ; or the wOnders of 
nature, the study of which, besides a great many 
other advantages, shews how very incaps^ble the 
mind of inati is to discover the secret" principles of 
the things to which he is daily an eye-wi,fness. But 
Alexander applied himself chiefly to morality, 
which is properly tlie science of kings, because it is 
the knowledge of mankind,* iftid of all their duties. 
This he made his serious and profound study ; and 
considered it, even at that time, as the. foundation 
of prudence and wise oolicy. How much must 
such an education contribute to enable a prince to 
conduct himself well with regard to his own inte- 
rests and the government of his peopfe ? 

‘ The greatest master of rhetoric that antiquity 
could ever boast, and who has left so excellent a 
treatise on that subject, took care to n)ake that 
science part of his pd^ifs location : and we find 
that Alexander, even in the.n^dstof his conquests, 
was often very urgent with Aristotle to send him a 
treatise on that subject. ToWiis we owe the work 
infilled Alexander's Rhetoric\; in the beginning of 
which, Aristotle proves to hinj the vast advantages a 
prince may reap from eloquence, as it gives him the 
greatest ascendant over the minds of men, which he 
ought to acquire as well by his wisdom as authority. 
Some answers and letters of Alexander, which are 
still extent, shew that he possessed, in its greatest 
perfection, that strong, thai manly eloquence, wilL:.— 
abounds with sense ai^ jdeas ; and which is so en- 
tirely free from superpoous expressions, that every 
single word has its meaning; which, properly speak- 
ing, is the eloquence of kings.*- 
His esteem, or rather his passion, for Homer, 
shew's, not only with what vigour and success he 
applied himself to polite literature, bbt the judi- 

!• Aristot. in Rhetor, ad. Alex. p. 608, 609. 

• In^atoriA brevitate. Tacit. 
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cious usi he made of it, and the s^id advantages he 
propose! to hitnself fn)m it! He wfts not prompted 
to pero^ this poet merely out of curiosity, or to 
unberid his mind, or from a great fondness for poe- 
sy; biKhis view in studying this admirable writer 
was, in otrfef to borrow such sentiments from him, 
as are woitj^yn great king and conqueror ; courage, 
intrepidity, magnanimity, nemperance, prudence ; 
the art of commanding well in war and governing 
well in peace. And, Indeed, the verse which pleas- 
ed him yost in Homer,* was that where Agamem* 
non is represented as a good king^ and a brave war^^ 


nor. 


After this it is no wonder that Alexander should 
have so high an esteem for this poet. Thus, when 
after the battle of Arbela, tlje Macedonians had 
found among the spoils of Dlirius a gold casket (en- 
riched with precious stones), in which the exquisite 
perfumeg used by that prince were put ; Alexander, 
who was quite coverea with^dust, and regardless of 
essences and pei fur^a, destined this rich casket to 
hold Homer’s prints? Iwhich he considered the most 
perfect and the mostr precious t production of the 
human mind. He ^dmired particularly the Iliad, 
which he called, if “.The best provision for a war- 
“ rior.” He always had with him that edition of 
Homer which^ristotle had revised and coiTected, 
and to which tffe title of the Edition of the Casket 
was given ; and be laid it, with his sword, every 
night, under his pillof^. 

^•"^^ond, even to exceu, of every kind of glory, be 
was displeased with Aristpt^, his master, for hav- 
ing published, in bis absen^, certain metaphysical 

* Aul. Gel. l. XX. c. 5. 

* ^o-iXffyV T ayaWf, x^anpos r* 

Iliad. 3. T, 179. 

t Preiiosisiimtm humani animi dpus. Plin. 1. ▼ii. c. 29. 

X itoXsu^s dperrf i<po3toy. The word which I hat’e not 
been able to render better, signifies, that in the Iliad ar»^ found 
whatever relates to the art of war, and the qualities of a gene- 
ral ; in a word, all things necessary to form a good com* 
■aandcr. 
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pi«ees, which he Viimself desired to posseeA alone ; 
and even at tbe*^me when he was employ^ in the 
conquest of Asia, and the pursuit of DaVius, he 
wrote to him a letter which is still extant, wlierein 
he complains upon that very account. Alaftander 
says in it, that “ he * had much rather svarpass the 
“ rest of men in the knowledge of sublifne and ex- 
“ cellent things, than in the greatness and extent of 
“ his power.” He in like manner requested ^ Ari- 
stotle, not to shew the tresftiSe of rhetoric above- 
mentioned to any person but himself. I will confess, 
that there is an excess in this strong desire of glory 
which f)rornpts him to suppress the merit of others, 
in order that bis alone may appear; but then we at 
least must confess, that it discovers such a passion 
for study as is veryjiaudublc in a priifce ; and the 
very reverse of that indifference, not to say con- 
tempt and aversion, w hich most young persons of 
high birth express for all things that relate to learn- 
ing and stu^ly. ^ 

Plutarch points out to us in tfew words, the infi- 
nite advantage that Alexander^&pcd fromtbis taste, 
with which his master (than \ihomnoman possess- 
ed greater talents for the eduction of youth) had 
inspired him from his most tepder infancy. “ He 

loved (says that author) to cOnvers« with learned 
“ men, to improve himself in kno^dge, and to 
“ study f}” three sources of a monafcii’s happiness, 
which enable him to secure himself from num- 
berless difficulties; three pertain and infallible 
methods of learning to reign without the assisU^co 
of others. The conversslioh of persons of fine sense, 
instructs a prince whil^ it amuses him, and teaches 
him a thousand curious and useful things without 
costing him the least trouble. The lessons which 
able masters give him, on the most exalted sciences, 

* Arist. p. 609 . , 

* ’Eyco Si ^sXolf/kijy iv 'fauf ti. oftsVK rdif 

Suvafunv Stafegtty, 

f’Hy ftKikay»{, m) xa) fiXavocynSerrijf. 
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8i^d»peilicu1«rly upoa politics, improve his hhimI 
wondernlly* and furnish Itiiii witli rules to govero 
his sul^cts with wisdom. And lastly, study, espe- 
cially ibat of history, crowns all the rest, and is tq 
him a pg^ceptor for all seasons and for all hours, 
who, wiu^ul ever growing troublesome, acquaints 
him with whidi no one else would' dare to 

tell liim, and, under fictitious names, exhibits the 
prince to himself ; teaches him to know himself as 
well as mankind, wlfo*are the same in all ages. 
Alexancjer owed all these advantages to tlie excel- 
lent education which Aristotle gave him. 

' He had also a taste for the w hole circle of arts, 
but such as becomes a prince; that is, be knew 
the value and usefulness of them. Music, painting, 
sculpture, architecture, flourisjied in his reign, Ite- 
cause they found* in him irotn a skilful judge, and 
a gen^ous protector, who was able to distinguish 
and rew;ard merit, wherever displayed. 

” But he despised iertaiif trifling feats of dexte- 
rity, that were of r^^-e. Much admiration was 
lavished on a employed himself very 

earnestly in throwinf small pease through the eye 
ofaf needle, which|lie would do at a considerable 
distance, and witli^T once missing. Alexander 
seeing him thus engaged, ordered him, as we are 
told, a prese^ suitable to his employment, viz. a 
basket of pea^. 

Alexander was of a lively disposition ; resolute, 
and very tenacious ef^is opinion, which never gave 
-Way to compulsion, but^t the same time would sub- 
mit immediately to rea^yind good sense. It re- 
quires great judgment andcfelicagy to manage such 
a (hsposidcMi. Philip accordingly, nutwithstaodiog 

^ Plat, de Fortun. Alex. Serm. ii. p. 33S. 

" Qaintil. lib. ii. cap. 21. 

* Mdfrufa e>joXw btxrrjy, rov Sgttrra rj xar«f W- 

fj-syiv, \dl dftei'piit’Seu Svydfisyoy. 

t We way suppose U was some insuament in the shape of a 
needle. 
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hk dcMible autboAty of king and fetber, b^eved. it 
necessary to employ persuasion rather tbian con- 
straint with respect to his son, and enddavoured 
to make himself beloved rather than feared by 
him. . 

An accidental occurrence made bini e;ytertain a 
very advantageous opinion of AlexaBdfsr. There 
had been sent from Thessaly to Philip a war-horse, 
a noble, fiery, generous beast, called * Bucephalus. 
The owner offered to sell IdnS for tliirteen talents, 
about 1900/. sterling.' The king went into the 
plains, attended by his courtiers, in order to make 
trial of this horse ; but he appeared so very fierce, 
and reared so when any one came near him, 
that no one dared to mount him. Philip, being 
angry that so furious^and unmanageable a creature 
bad been sent him, ordered him back again. Alex- 
auder, who was present, cried out, “ What a'noble 
horse they are going to lose, for want of address and 
boldness to back him !’* Philip, at first, considered 
these words as the effect of w^y and rashness, so 
common to young men : but Alexander insisted 
still more upon what be baAsaid, and was very 
much vexed to see so noble a cfeature just going to 
be sent home again, his fatiie^ gave him leave to 
try what he could do. The young cprince, over- 
joyed at this permission, goes up tp^ Bucephalus, 
takes hold of his bridle, and turns his head to the 
sun ; jiaving observed that what frighted him was 
his own shadow, he seeing it,dance about, or sink 
down, in proportion as he moved. He, thereiorS, 
first stroked him gentlyvi^ his band, and soothed 
him with his voice; thei| seeing his fierceness abate, 
and artfully taking bis opportunity, he let fall his 
cloak, and springing swiftly upon his back, first 
slackens the rein, without once striking or vexing 
him : and when he perceived that bis fire was cool- 

* Some think be was called sOj betniue his bead was like 
that of an ox. 
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ed,lthatlhe was no longer so fulious and violent^ 
ana waited only to move forward* 4ie gave him the 
rein, aim spurring him with areat vigour, animated 
him Vitb his voice to his full speed. While this 
was dVmg, Philip and his whole court trembled for 
feaiv an^iO not once open their lips ; but when 
the princ^after having run bis first heat, returned 
with joy and pride, at his having broke a horse 
which was judged absolutely ungovernable, all the 
courtiers in general endeavoured to outvie one an- 
other in their applauses and congratulations ; and, 
we are*toW, Philip shed tears of joy on this occa- 
sion, and embracing Alexander after he was alight*!* 
ed, and kissing his bead, said to him, My son, 
“ seek a kingdom more worthy of thee, for Mace- 

don is befcw thy merit.” 

We are told a great ma«y surprising particulars 
of this Bucephalus; for whatever had any relation 
to Alexander, was to be of the marvellous kind. 
“ When this creature Uas Silddled and equipped for 
battle, he would suffiir.no one to back*him but his 
master ; and it not have been safe for any 

other person to go nJwr him. Whenever Alexander 
wanted to mount bjm, he would kneel down upon 
his fore-feet According to some historians, in the 
battle against Porul, wh6re Alexander had plunged 
too imprudently amidst a body of the enemy, his 
horse, thougl^ covered with wounds, did however 
exert himself in so vigorous a manner, tl^at he 
saved his master s l^fe ; and notwithstanding the 
wounds he had received, and though almost 
spent through the gi^U effusion of blood, ^ he 
brought off Alexander from among the combat- 
ants, and carried him with inexpressible vigour to 
a place of security; where 'perceiving* the king 
was no longer in danger, and overjoyed in some 

“ Aul. Gel. 1. v. c. 2! 

^ Et domim jam superstitis securus, quasi cum. sen^s humani 
sokuio, aniinam expiravU. Ai l. Cell. 
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OMMkture to db t^r the service be bad }^tb, 
he expired. This iodeed is a very oobleSend for 
a hiCM^e. Others say, that Bucephalus, qu^te worn 
out, died at thirty years of age. Alexander bevr'alled 
his death bitterly, believing that he had los^in him 
a most faithful and aifeetiunate friend^ qhd after- 
wards built a city on the very spot irh$;re he was 
buried, near the river Hydaspes,.and called it jSu- 
cephalia, in honour oS him. 

1 have related elsewhere thfet Alexander, at six- 
teen years of age, was appointed regent of Mace- 
donia, and invested with absolute authority during 
his father’s absence; that he behaved with great 
prudence and bravery ; ancl that afterwards he dis- 
tinguished himself in a most signal manner at the 

battle of Chasronca. 

’ < 

Sect. II. Alexanderj after the death of Philips 
ascends the throne at twen^ years (f age. He 
subjects and reduces the ifations contiguous to 
Macedon^ who had revohe^. He goes into 
Greece to dissolve the all^hte formed against 
him. He captures and d)^';;troys Thebes^ and 
pardons the A thenians. procures himself to 
be nominated^ in the diet or assembly at Corinth^ 
generalissimo of the Greeks against^Persia. He 
returns to Macedon^ and makes preparations for 
carrying his arms into Asia. 

A. M. "Darius and Alexander beg^in to reign the same 
Ant^ J^C ^ latter was but twe^y when he succeeSe^^ 

VsG. crown. His firs^^ was to solemnize the 

funeral obsequies of hjs father with the utmost 
pomp, and to revenge his death. 

Upon his accession to the throne, be saw himself 
surrounded on every side with extreme dangers. 
The barbarous nations against W’hom Philip had 

• 

• Piut* in Alex. p. 670, 672. Diod, 1. ^vii. p. 4S6— 48f>. 
Ai riaiv. 1. i. de JExpedit. Alex. p. 2 — 23. 
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fbufebt itoing bis whole rei^, from whom ha 
hacPmaie seYeral conquests, wfaicfi4ie had united u» 
his crovm, after having dethroned their natural kings, 
tbou|^t proper to take the advantage of this junc- 
ture, ^rwhich a new prince, who was but young, 
had asc^ded the throne, for i^covering their liber- 
ty, and un^i^ against the common usurper. Nor 
was he under le^s apprehensions from Greece. 
Philip, though he had permitted the several cities 
and commonwealths^ continue to all outward ap- 
pearance their ancient form of government, had 
howevef qptirely changed it in reality, and made 
himself absolute master of it. Tbouj^ absent, he 
nevertheless predominated in all the assemblies; 
and not a single resolution was taken, but in subor- 
dination to his will. Though be had subdued all 
Greece, either by the terror of his arms, or the se- 
cret nwdiinations of policy, be had not bad time 
sufficient to subject and accustom it to his power, 
but hadleft all thingsfn it iif great ferment and dis- 
order, the minds oiLtfC vanquished not being yet 
calmed nor mouldmlo subjection. 

^ The Macedonian»reflecting on this precarious 
situation of things, apvised Alexander to relinquish 
Greece, and not to pdfsist in his resolution of sub- 
duing it by fofce ; tw recover by gentle methods the 
barbarians w|m had taken arms, and to soothe,* as 
it were, those ^immerings of revolt and innovation 
by prudent reserve, complacency, and insinuations, 
in order to conciliate affection. However, Alex-;' 
‘tfleidSr would not listen lo these timorous counsels, 
but resolved to secure\nd support his affairs by 
boldness and magnanimit^ firmly persuaded, that 
should he relax in any point at first, all his neigh- 
bours would fall upon him ; and that were be to en- 
deavourtocompromise matters, he should beobliged 
to give up all Philip’s conquests, and thus to con- 
fine his dominions to the narrow limits of Macedon. 
He tlierefore made all possible baste to check the 
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arms of the beuljarrans, by marching tr<]ib|*s 
witli .the greatest expedition to the banks oatheOa- 
nUbe, which he crossed in one night. He wefeated 
the king of the Trihalli in a great battle ; foaue the 
Gelaj fly at his approach ; subdued several^warba- 
rous nations, some by the terror of hfe ^me, and 
others by force of arms ; and notwiUis^nding the 
arrogant* answer of their ambassadors, be taught 
them to dread a danger still more near them than 
the falling of the sky and [tkmets. 

Whilst Alexander was thus employed at a distance 
against the barbarians, all the cities of Q,rebce, w ho 
were animated more particularly by Demosthenes, 
formed a powerful alliance against that prince. A 
false report which prevailed of his deatti, inspired 
the Thebans with a boldness that proved their ruin. 
They cut to pieces partcof the Macedonian garrison 
in their citadel. ’’ Demosthenes, on the other side, 
was everyday haranguing the people ; and fired with 
contempt for Alexander, whom he called a child, 
and a f hair-brained boy, heSissurt .1 the Athenians, 
with a decisive tone of voicerd;^t,they had nothing 
to fear from the new king \ f Macedon, who did 
not dare to stir out of his |ingric>m ; but would 
think himself vastly happy, ton’ll he sit peaceably 
on his throne. At the sanjii-time he wa it letters 
upon letters to Attalus, one of Philin’s lieutenants 
in Asia Minor, to excite him to rebfn. This Atta- 
lus was uncle to Cleopatra, Philip’s second wife, 
and was very much disposed to listen to Demo- 
sthenes’s proposals. Neverdieless, asAlexanile»->.;afc 
grown very diffident ^ J^m, for which he knew 

^ w£schin. contra Ctesiph. p. 455. 

* Alexander, imagining that bisi name only liad struck thesa 
people with terror, asked their aembassadori what thine^ they 
dreaded most? They replied* with a haughty tone of voice* 
that they were afraid of nothing but the falling qC theaky and 
stars. 

t It is (ji^apyltYjS in Greek* a word which has many tigoifi- 
cations in that language. 
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tfaefe wM but too much reason ;^he, therefore, to 
oraaicato from his mind ell the 'suspicions which 
he eotmtain, and toe better to screen hb de> 
si^^sent all Demosthenes's letters to that prince. 

But ^exauder saw through all his artifices, and 
thereuptsa ordered Hecatseus, one of his command* 
ers, whointo^had' sent into Asia for that pufjpose, 
to have him assassinated, awhich was executed ac- 
cordingly. Attalus’s death restored tranquillity to 
the army, and entire)y*destroyed the seeds of dis- 
cord and rebellion. 

Whefl Alexander had secured his kingdom from A. M. 
the barbarians, he marched W'ith the utmost expe- j ^ 
dition towards Greece, find passed Thermopylse. 355*. 
He then said to those who accompanied him: 

“ Demosthenes called me, in his orations, a child, 
when - 1 was in Illyria, and lamong tlie Triballi ; he 
called .me a young man when I was in Thessaly ; 
and 1 must now shew’ him, before toe walls of 
Athens, *that I am a man grown.” He appeared 
so suddenly in Bceot^ that the The 1 )ans could 
scarce believe When he came before 

their walls he was wining to give them time to re- 
pent, and only demanded to have Phoenix and Pro- 
thutes, the two chief fingleaders of the revolt, de- 
livered up to him ;< and published by sound of 
trumpet, a general pardon to all who should come 
over to him. \jut the Thebans, by way of insult, 
demanded to have Philotas and Antipater delivered 
to them ; and invited, in the same manner, all who 
solicitous for the liberty of Greece, to join 
with them in its defenc^ . 

Alexander, hading it raipossible for hini to get 
the better of their obstinacy by offers of peace, saw 
with grief that he should be forced to employ his 
power, and decide the affair by force of arras. A 
great battle was tliereupon fought, in which the 
Thebans exerted thqmselves with a bravery and ar- 
dour much beyoiid their strength, for toe enemy 
exceeded them vastly in numbers; but afreralong 
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and vlj^brQitfB rid^tance, such as survived oflthe 
Macedonian garVison ia the citadel, com^g dpwn 
fnoni it and charging the Thebans in the be» 
ingthus surrounded on all skies, the greatei^ part 
of them were cut to pieces, and the city w&v taken 
and plundered. • 

It 'would be impossible for words to tepress the 
dreadful calamities which the Thebans suffered on 
this occasion: Some Thracbns having pulled down 
the house of a virtuous lady* of quality, Timoclea 
by name, carried off flll her goods and treasures ; 
and their captain having seized the Ifwly} and sa- 
tiated his brutal lust with her, afterwards enquired 
whether she had not concealed gold and silver. Ti- 
moclea, animated by an ardent desire of revenge, 
replying that siie had hid some,, took him with her- 
self only into her gaVdcn, and shewing him a well; 
told him, that the instant she saw the enemy enter 
tJie city, she herself had thrown into it the most va- 
luable things in her possession. The officer, over- 
joyed at w^at he heard, dfew* near the well, and 
stooping down to see Its derttfi^T^imoclea, who was 
behind, pushing him with a\l her strength, threw 
him into the well, and afterA^ards killed him with 
great stones which she threb- 'upon him. She was 
instantly seized by the Thracilitis, and being bound 
in chains, was carried before Alexander. The prince 
perceived immediately by her miei^hat she was a 
woman of quality and great spirit, for she followed 
those brutal wretches with a haughty air, and with* 
out discovering the least astonishment or 
Alexander asking her she was, Timoclea re^ 
plied, I am sister to Th^genes, who fought against 
Philip for the liberty of GrCfece, and was killed in 
the battle of ObKronea, where he commanded. 
The prince, admiring the generous answer of the 
lady, and sdll more the action that she had don«i 
gave orders tliat she should have foave to retire 
wherevor she pleased with her children. 

Alext^er then debated in council, how to act 
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witblreg^ to The PhlcseaQs and the 

peope otjPlatseae, Tbespis^and Orqhomenus, who 
wereUl il alliance with Alexander, and bad shared 
in hisVietory, represented to him the cruel treat- 
ment uey bad met with from the Thebans, who 
had destNiyed their several’cities ; and reproached 
them, with^he, zeal which they had always dis- 
covered .in 'favour of the Persians against the 
Greeks, who held them in the utmost detestation; 
the proof of which was, {he oath they all had taken 
to destroy Thebes, after they should have vanquish- 
ed the Persians. 

Cleades, one of the prisoners, being permitted to 
speak, endeavoured to excuse, in some measure, 
tlie revolt of the Thebans ; a fault which, in bis 
opinion, should be imputed to a rash and credulous 
imprudence, rather than to /lejiravity of will and 
declare^ perfidy. He remonstrated, that his coun- 
trymen, upon a false report of Alexander’s death, 
which they had too es^erly credited, bad indeed 
broke into rebellion, nofegainst the king, hut against 
his successors : that^lpt crimes soever they might 
have committed, tlieyAad been punished for them 
with the . utmost severny, by the dreadful calamity 
which, had befallen their city: that there now re- 
mained in it none bift women, children, and old 
men, from whdm nothing was to be feared ; and 
who were so i^^h the greater objects of compas- 
sion, ao they bad been no ways concerned ip the 
revolt. He copcluded with reminding Alexander, 
l^atlSthebes, which hatf given birth to so many gods 
and heroes, several of w'Imm were that king’s an- 
cestors, had also been theV^dle of his father Phi- 
lip’s rising glory, and like a Second native countiy 
to him. 

These motives, which Cleades urged, were very 
strong and powerful ; nevertheless, the anger of the 
conqueror prevailed, and the city was destroyed. 
However, he set at uberty the priests ; all such as 
had right of hospitality with the Macedonians ; the 

VOL. V- c 



ctocBodantE irf^iadar, the famous fMOt, had 
dose 80 muci^ honour to Oreeoe } and s*iob n hwj 
oppotcd the rev<^t j but ail tb® vest^ lai woiber 
shout thirty thousand, he sold, and upu^ary of si* 
thousand had been killed in battlei .Xhe Amenians ■ 
were so sensibly aflSictfed at the sad disaUier which 
bad be&llen Thebes, that being abojut^ soletnniae 
the festival of the gre^f mysteries, they suspended 
them, upon account of their* extreme grief, and 
received with the greatest humanity all tiu>se who 
had fled from the batde and the sack of Thebes, 
and made Athens their asylum. * 

Alexander’s so sudden arrival in Greece, had 
very much abated the hesigfitiness of the Athenians, 
and extinguished Demosthenes’s vehemence and 
firO ; but the ruin of Thebes, which ^vas stiU mors 
sudden, threw theih i^to the utmost consternation. 
They, therefore, had recourse to entrea 1 ;ies, and 
sent a deputation to Alexander, to implore his cle- 
mency. Demostheaes wm among the Meputies j 
but he wfts no sooner arrited at mount Cytheron, 
than dreading the anger oft ^t, prince, be quitted 
the embassy, and returned wome. 

Immediately Alexander lent to Athens, requir- 
ing tlie citizens to deliver wf> to him ten orators, 
whom he supposed to have ji)een the chief iifetru- 
mtots in forming the league which ^’hilip his father 
IM defeated at Chaeronea. It >^s on this oeca- 
that Demosthenes related to the people the 
‘^ogSj in which it is sup- 
powd, Ihet the wolves due day told the sh^ 

„ “at »« case they desirgf to be at peace with themr 
they must deicer u> fo them the dogs who were 

ml 'vas easy and natu- 

mUspecially with respect to the orators, who were 

Se fltac’k ^ ^ ^ ^ 

wore K ‘he Athenians 

woru mvoieed, who could not j>rev«l with them- 
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s^fe^ to 4elii>fr up llieir oratory certain deatl^ 
tiiou^ thw Had no other way to w/re their eity^ 
jQeiiMwe»,fwbpm Alexandar had honoured with tuy 
hrien(^Mp, o^red to undertake the emhasay atone* 
sQud intercede for them. The king, whether he had 
satiated Mevreveoge, or endeavoured to blot out, if 
possible, hy |»ipe act of ciemency, the barbarous 
action he had just before ^mninitted; or rather* 
willing to remove the* several obstacles which uaight 
retard the execution oi his grand design, and by 
that means not leave, during hk absence, the least 
ground of j^eteace for murmurs, waved bis d«»- 
mand with regard to the delivery of the orators* 
md was paci^ by their sending Caridemus into 
banishment, who being a native of * Qrea* had 
xen presented by the Athenians with the hreedojis 
)f their city, for the servi(^ %e had done the 
republic. He was sourin-law to Cber$obleptBfl» 
king of Thrace ; had learned the art of war under 
[phicrate^, and had hinvelf frequently commanded 
the Athenian armies. To avoid the persecution of 
Alexander, be took with the king of Persia. 

As for tlie Athenian/ he not only forgave them 
the several injuries he^retended to have received, 
but expressed a partictikir regard for them, exhort' 
ing them to apply tiiqmselves vigorously to puhiic 
aS'airs, and to lieep a watchful eye over the several 
transactions wl\h might happen ; because, incase 
of his death, their city was to give laws to the rest 
of Greece. Historians relate, tliat many years after 
di%;*«Kpedition, he wa^ seized with (h^p remorse 
for the calamity he had bJ'wght upon the Thebans, 
and that this made him behi^re with much gteater 
humanity towards many other nadohs. 

So dreadful an example of severity towards so 
fiowefjfol a city as Thebes, spread the terror of bis 
arms tbrctugh all Greece, and made all things 8^^ 
way before him. He summoned, at Corinth, the 

* A city of Euboea, 

n ^ 
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• assembly ofithe several states and frw ciMes of 
Gwece, to obtain from them the same sAreme 

command against the Persians as had Mb^ranted 

Us father a little before his death. No diet ever 
debated on a more important subject.^ It was the 
Western world deliberating upon the fuirfof the East, 
and tbe methods for executing a rev^ge that had 
been suspended more.than an,age. The assembly 
held at this time will give rise to events, the relation 
of which will appear astonishing and almost incredi- 
ble ; and to revolutions which will change the ap- 
pearance of things nearly throughoutJ;he world. 

To form such a design required a prince bold, 
enterprising, and expefienced in war ; one of en- 
larged views, who had acquired a great name by his 
exploits, was not to be intimidated by dangers, nor 
checked by obstacles j but above all, a monarch who 
had a supreme authority over all the states of 
Greece, none of which singly was powerful enough 
to make so arduous an jittempt; and*which re- 
quired, ih order to their 
subject to one chief, who 
several parts of that great 
concur to the same end. 


cting in concert, to be 
’ t give motion to the 
dy, by making them all 
ch a prince was Alex- 


ander. It was not difficdlt'for him to rekindle in 
the minds of the people their anciqnt hatred pf the 
Persians, their perpetual and irr^oncileable ene- 
mies ; whose destruction they haa more than once 
sworn, and whom they had determined to extirpate, 
in case an opportunity should ever present itself for 
that purpose ; a hatred which the intestiQef*1bttda 
of the Greeks might iWeed have suspended, but 
could never extiMuilh: The immor^ retreat of 
the ten thousand Grdfeks, notwithstanding the vigor- 
ous opposition (rf the prodigious army of the Per- 
sMns; the terror which Agesilaus, with a handful 
of men, had struck even as far as Susa; shewed 

.. * ^j®t*rch place* this diet or agSCmbly here, but other* fix 
it earher; whence ®r. Prideaux supposed that it was sum- 
nkonta twice* 
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plaihh what might be expected from an arm^r, com* 
posed of flower of die forces of all the cities of 
Green, and those of Macedon, commanded by 
generals and ofiicers formed under Philip ; and, to 
say all in a irord, led by Alexander. The deli- 
berations of the assembly were therefore very short, 
and that prince* was unanimously appointed gene- 
ralissimo against thd Persians. 

Immediately a great; i^pmber of ofiicers and go- 
vernors of cities, with many philosophers, waited 
upon Alexander, to congratulate him upon his elec- 
tion. He fluttered himself, that Diogenes of Si- 
nope, who was then at Cerinth, would also come 
like the rest, and pay his compliments. This philo- 
sopher, who ei^tertained a very mean idea of gran- 
deur, thought It improper to congratulate men just 
upon their exaltation to any dignity; but that man- 
kind ou^t to wait till those persons have worthily 
fulfilled the duties attached to^heir station. Dio- 
genes therefore did not Itir out of his house : upon 
which Alexander, attended by all bis courtiers, made- 
him a visit. The phims spher was at that time lying 
down in the sun; buv seeing so great a crowd of 
people advancing towards him, he sat up, and fixed 
his eyes on Alexander. ^This prince, surprised to see 
so femous a philosopher reduced to such extreme 
poverty, after siting him in the kindest manner, 
asked whether he wanted any thing? Diogenes re- 
plied, Yes, that you would stand a little out of 
“ m y j un-shine.” This answer raised the contempt 
ana indingation of all tbe^courtiers ; but the mon- 
arch, struck with the pbfiosopber’s greatness of 
soul, “Were I not Alexander,” says he, “I would 
“ be Diogenes.” A very profound sense lies hid in 
this expression, which shews perfectly the bent and 
disposition of the heart of man. Alexander is sen- 
sible that he is formed to possess all tbin^ ; such is 
his destiny, in which he makes his happiness con- 
; but then, in case be should not be able tQ 
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cotnpMB his ijnd*, he jl* ebo tlwrt m fte 

happy, he naiMt endeatour to brin^ hi| vfAtd *o 
such a frame as to want aothing. In a w^dj dtU 
or tiething presents os with the trod image of Alex* 
adder and Diogenes. * Hhw grea^and powerful 
soever that prince might think himtedf, he could not 
oo tois occasion deny himself to Se inferior to a 
man, to whom he could give,' and from whom be 
could take, nothii^. . . 

Alexander, before be set out for Asia, was deter* 
nnned to consult tlie oracle of Apollo, on the event 
of the war. He therefore went to ^Delphi ; but 
happened to arrive these during those days which 
are called unluckyt a season in which people were 
forbid consulting the oracle ; and accordingly the 
priestess refosed to go to the temple. But Alex- 
ander, who could not bear Uny contradiction to his 
will, took her forcibly by the arm $ and, as be was 
leading her to the tgmple,.she cried oUtj f “ My 
“ son, theu artirreastible.’i This was all be desired ; 
and catching at these worwsiL which he considered 
» spoken by the oracle, bls« but for Macetlenia, 
in Oi^r to make preparati)DS for his great expe- 
dition. , • 

I ^]aU here give^ in onc^view, a short account 
oftbMe countries through vrnich Alexander passed, 
till Ins return from India. ^ 

Alexander sets out from Macedonia, which is 
part of Turkey in Europe, and crosses fiie Helte- 
spont, or the Straits of the Dardaneites, 

He carosses Asia Minor (Natrik^ wbeJe^ie 
nghts two battles } the^rst at the passage of the 
river Granicus, mid the second near the city of 
lasUs. . ^ 

After this second battle, he enters Syria and 


"a tripere. Ssneca de 

f’Avhtri^sX«‘fA7. 
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; |oeJ into Egypt, ti^iere lx bi^ldi 
on One of tb^ arms of the Nile; ad^ 
vanclrs as fer as Libya to the temple of Jupiter 
Ammon ; whence he returns back, arrives at Tyre, 
and from thence marches towards the Euphrates. 

He crosses that river, then the Tigris, and 
&\rs the celebrated victo^of Arbela; possessed 
himself of * Babylon, and Ecbataha, the chief city 
of Media. 

Ftom thence he paSsSs into Hyrcania, to the sea 
tirhieh gqps by that name, otherwise called the Cas- 
pian Sea ; and enters Parthia, Dfangiana, and tiie 
country of Paropamisus. , 

He afterwards goes into Bactriana and Sogdia- 
na ; advances as far as the river laxartbes, called 
by Quintus Curtius the Tanaisy the farther side of 
which is inhabited by the St^thians, whose country 
forms part of Great Tartary. 

Alextipder, after having gone through various 
countries, crosses the^riverwidus ; eaters India 
which lies on this si^ ihe Ganges, and forms part 
of the Great Mogirrs empire, and advances very 
near the river Ganges/ which he also intended to 
pass, had not his ariay, refused to follow him. He 
therefore contents himself with marching to view 
the ocean^ and goes' down the river Indus to its 
mouth. * 

From Macedonia to the Ganges, very near to 
wbvch river Alexander marched, is computed at 
least eleven hundred leagues, 

iildd to this the various turnings in Alexander’s 
marches, first, from the e^rpmity of Cilicia, where 
the battle of Issus was fought to the temple of Ju- 
piter Ammon in Libya} and bis returning from 
thence to Tyre, a journey of three hundred leagues 
at least, and as much space at least for the wind- 
ings of bis route in different places ; we shall find 
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ies* t^ao - - - , - 

Ittk^anBy i]q>warda of 96venteeo'<ni*Bflrf^ifiMM^i 

wkbiGHit Hiclading his retaiD to Bitffifl®* ??/ / 


Sect* III. yv»v ji.' ’^•'■ftrrrr^zT’' srf"^ 

' Utexpe^ion agaimi the Peftk^s: H§ arrwet 
at llion, andp^s great honour -id tht tomb of 
^chilUt. Hefghts the first hatthe^^^t fhe 
Persians at the rk^er wamcue^kt^ obtains a 
famous victory, ; , . 


grandees c. , ^ 

be meditated against rersia, and the measnres tp 
be taken in oraer to ensure success. The whole 
asSehibly irtas unanipious, ^except on One article. 
w^Btipater*and Parpiraio ^re of opinion, that the 
king, be^re he ei^aged m vn enterprise which 
would necessarily be a l(nil|* ode, ought to make 
choice of a consort in orda to secure himself a 
successor to his throne. But Alexander, who was 
of a vkdent, fiery temper, dyl not approve of this 
advice ; and believed, that after htf had been no^ 
minated generalissimo of the Greeks, and that his 
father had l^ft himsm mvindble army, It amuld be 
asluune for hitd i^ lose his time in solenmizing hik 
nupdals, and waiting fer dte iruiteafit ; f|r ^ich 
he de^rnsintM to set out imoietfie^^; ' 


8*^* tM>t hw been in- , 
'^l^lfbheof bf-Jnpiter’- 

* Ttoaricit cy im iB »s<iam .wwe.fo c|8sd.~ 
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and the Mtiser. Tlnsfeatival contionedam 
agreeable to tiie number tooae goddeatea. ^ 
bad a tait raised large enough to btdd a hundred 
tables, on which, consequently, nine hundred eovm 
might be laid. To tins feast, toe several ptiocn 
of his family, all toe ambassadors, gtoerals, amd 
officers, wereinvited. He also treated his whole 
army. '--U was then he bdd the femous visira, ia 
which he was exhorted to march speechly into Ash^ 
of which mention wifi 6e made in the sequel.., 
Before he set out upon tois expedition, be set* 
tied the affairs of Macedon, over which he appoint*' 
ed Antipater as viceroy, ith twelve toousand ibol^ 
and nearly toe game number of horse. 

He also enquired into the domestic adbirs of his 
friends, givineto one an estatoin land, to another 
a village, to a third the revenues of a town, to a 
fourth the toll of a harbour. And as tdl the reve*^ 
nues of .his d emesne s were already employed and 
exhausted by his donations, Berdiccas said to him, 
My lord, what is it you reserve for yourself?” 
Alexander replying, •“ Hope.” “ The tmme hope,” 
says Perdiccas, “ ought therefore to satisfy us 
and very generously refused to accept of what the 
king bad assigned to him. 

The knowledge of toe human heart, and the art 
of gaming it,* is of great importance to a prince. 
Now Atexander was 'sensible tiiat tois art consists 
in making it the interest of every individual to .pro- 
mote has grandeur ; and in governing bis subjects in 
$«eh a oaaaner, that they strauld feel bis power by no 
other marks tout his bounty. It is then the interest 
of evuy:^son unites with that of the pdnce. They 
are oge^ onm possessions, mie’s.own happiness, 
w^eb #(<| love in bu ^ersoq ; and we are so many 
times attached to him (and by as close ties) as there 
aris^toie^ ^e love and receive from turn. AH the 
seqqj^ t^ . lustory will shew, titatito person 

! Jowph. Astiyito Hhb 
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have to desire of you,” says Anaximenes, is, 
‘‘ tliat you would destroy Lampsacus.” By this 
witty evasion the historian saved bis country. 

From thence Alexander arrived at Ilion, where 
he paid great honours to the m^s of Achilles, and 
caused games to be celebrated round his tomb. He 
admired and envied the double felicity of that re- 
nowned Grecian, in having found, during his life- 
time, a faithful friend in Patrpclus ; and, after his 
death, a herald, worthy the greatness of his ex- 
ploits, in Homer. And indeed,* had it rot been 
for the Iliad, the name of Achilles would have pe- 
rished in the same grave with his body. 

At last Alc’i^aiider arrived on the banks of the 
Granicus, a river of Phiygia. The satraptz, or 
deputy-lieutenants, waited his cominaon the other 
side of it, firmly resolved to dispute the passage with 
him. Their army consisted of f one hundred thou- 
sand foot, and upwards of ten thousand horse. 
Memuon, avho was a Rhodian, and commanded 
under Darius all the coast of Asia, had advised the 
generals not to venture a battle ; but to lay waste 
the plains, and even the cities, thereby to starve 
Alexander’s army, and oblige him to return back 
into Europe. Memnon was the most able of all 
Darius’s generals, and had been the principal agent 
in his victories. It is not easy to determine what 
we ought to admire most in him ; whether his great 
wisdom in council, his courage and capacity in the 
field, or his zeal and attachment to his sovereign. 
The counsel he gave on this occasion was excdlent, 
when we consider that his enemy was fieiy and im- 
• 

* Cum in Sigao ad AchillU tumulum constkiuet : Oforttmaie, 
inquit, adolescens, qui tm virtutia Htmerumpraconem invenerisf 
Et vare, Nam, nisi Uias ilia extitisait, idem tumuha, qui corpus 
ejua contexerai, ctiam nomcn ohmisaeU Cic. pro Arch. n. 24 . 

t According to Jurtin, their army consisted of six hundred 
thousand foot^ivhereas Arrian declares^here were no more 
twenty thousand. Both these accounts are improbable^ and 
^ere is doubtless some fault in the text, and therefore Ifollow 
Diodorus Siculus. 
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petuoas ; had neither town, magazine, nor place of 
retreat : that he was entering a country to which he 
was absolutely a stranger, inhabited by enemies ; 
that delays alone would weaken and ruin hinw; and 
that his only hope and resource lay in gaining a bat- 
tle immediately. But Arsites, satrap of Phrygia, 
opposed the opinion of Memnon, and protested he 
would never sufFeK the Grecians to make such ha- 
voc in the territories he governed. This bad ad- 
vice prevailed over ‘the judicious counsel of the 
foreigner (Memnon), whom the Persians, to their 
great prejudice, suspected of a design to protract 
the war, and by that means make himself necessary 
to Darius. * 

Alexander, in the mean time, marched on at the 
head of his l^avy-armed infantry drawn up in two 
lines, with tl^ cavalry in the wings ; the baggage 
followed in the rear. Being arrived upon the banks 
of the Granicus, Parmenio advised him to encamp 
there in battle-array, in ordfcr that his l^rces might 
have time to rest themselves, and not to pass the 
river till next mdrnkig, because the enemy would 
then be less able to prevent him. He added, that 
it would be too dangerous to attempt crossing a 
river in sight of an enemy, especially as that before 
them was de^, and its banks very craggy ; so that 
the Persian ^avalry, who waited their coming in 
battle-array on the other side, might easily defeat 
them before they were drawn up: that besides the 
loss which would be sustained on this occasion, this 
enterprise, in case it should prove unsuccessful, 
would be of dangerous consequence to their future 
affairs ; the fame and glory ,of arms depending on 
the first actions. 

However, these re^asons were not able to make 
the least impression on Alexander, who declared, 
that it would be a shame, should he, after crossing 
the Hellespont, suffer his progress to be retarded by 
a rivulet, for so he called the Granicus out of con- 
tempt : that they ought to take advantage of the 
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terror, which the suddenness of bis trrivit), and the 
boldonss of bis attempt, had spread ainoi^.the Per* 
mni ; and answer the high opinion the world coo- 
eeired of his courage, and the valour of the Mace" 
dooians. The enemy’s horse, which was very na- 
njerous, lined the whole shore, and formed an ex" 
tended front, in order to oppose Alexander, where- 
ever he should endeaveur to pass ; and the foot, 
which consisted chiefly of Greeks, in Darius’s ser- 
vice, was posted behind, upon an easy ascent* 

The two armies continued a lopg time in sight 
of each other on the banks of the river, as tf dread- 
ing the event. The Persians waited till the Mace- 
donians should enter the river, in order to charge 
them to advantage upon tlieir landing; and the lat- 
ter seemed to be making choice of a place proper 
for crossing, and observing the dispr/sition of their 
cmmies, U pon this, Alexander, having ordered 
bis horse to be brought, commanded the ooblemea 
of court to follow him, and behave gallantly. 
He himself commanded die right wing, and Parme- 
nio tlie left. The king first caused a strong detach- 
ment to march into the river, himself following it 
with die rest of the forces. He made Partnenio 
advance afterwards with the left wing. He him- 
self led on tlie riglit wing into the rjver, followed 
by the rest of the troops ; the trumnets sounding, 
and the whole army raising cries of Joy. 

The Persians seeing this detachment advance for- 
ward, began to let fly their ^arrows, and march to* 
a place where tlie declivity was not so great, in 
order to keep the Macedonians from landing. And 
now die horse engaged with great fury ; one part 
endeavouring to land, and the other striving to 
prevent tlieni. The Macedonians, whose cavalry 
was for inferior in number, ‘besides the disadvan" 
of tbc ground, were wounded with the darts 
tha* lyere shot from the eminence ; not to mentioo 
that the flower ot the Persian horse were drawn to» 
gether h» this place; and that Memnon, in concert 
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mih his sons, commanded there. The Macedo- 
nians therefore at first gave ground, after having 
lost the first ranks, winch made a vigorous defence. 
Alexander, who hail followed them close, and re- 
inforced them with his best troops, puts himself at 
their head, animates them by his presence, pushes 
the Persians, .and routs them ; upon wliich the 
whole army follow, after, cross the river, and at- 
tack the enemy on all sides. 

Alexander first charrged the thickest part of the 
enemy's horse, ip which the generals fought. He 
himself \fas particularly conspicuous by his shield, 
and the plume of featliers that overshadowed his 
helmet, on the two sides *of which there rose tw'o 
wings, as it were, of a great length, and so vastly 
white, that they dazzled the e^es of the beholder. 
The charge w® very furious^bout his person; and 
though .only horse engaged, they fought like foot, 
man to man, without giving way on either side; 
every one striving to repulse his adversary, and gain 
ground of him. Spithrobates, lieutenanC-governor 
of Ionia, and son^in-Jaw to Darius, distinguished 
himself above the rest of the generals by his superior 
bravery. Being surrounded by forty Persian lords, 
all of tMm his relations, of experienced valour, and 
who never moved from his side, he carried terror 
wherever he m^ved. Alexander observing in how 
gallant a manner he •signalized himself, clapped 
spurs to his horse, and advanced towards him. Im- 
mediately they engage,, and each having thrown a 
javelin, woun^d the other, though but slightly. 
Spithrobates falls furiously, sw^ord in hand, upon 
Alexander, who, being prepared for him, thrusts 
his pike into his face, and lays him dead at his feet. 
At that very moment, Rosaces, brother to that no- 
bleman, charging him on the side, gives him so fu- 
rious a blow on the bead with his battle-ax, that 
h« beat off his plume, but went no deeper foan the 
hair. As be was going to repeat his blow on the 
heady which now appeared through his fractured 
helmet, Clitus cuts off Rosaces's band with one 
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Stroke of his scymitar, and by that means saves his 
sovereign’s life. The danger to which Alexander 
had been exposed, greatly animated the courage of 
his soldiers, who now perform vwonders. The Per- 
sians in the centre of the cavalry, upon whom the 
light-armed troops, who had been posted in the in- 
tervals of the horse, poured a perpetual discharge 
of darts, being unable to susjtain any longer the 
attack of the Macedonians, who struck them all in 
the face, began to give ground, and the two wings 
were immediately broke, and put to flight. Alex- 
ander did not pursue them long, but turded about 
immediately to charge the foot. 

These, says the historian, at first stood their 
ground, which was owing to the surprise they were 
seized with, rather; than bravery. But when they 
saw themselves attacked at ^the sapie time by the 
cavalry, and the Macedonian phalanx, which had 
crossed the river, and that the battalions were now 
engaged;^ those of the Persians did not' make ei- 
ther a long or a vigorous resistance, and were soon 
put to flight, the Grecian infeinhy in Dariuses ser- 
vice excepted. This body of foot retiring to a 
hill, demanded a promise from Alexander to let 
tl^m march away unmolested ; but following the 
dictates of his wrath, rather than those of rea- 
son, he rushed into the midst of thjs body of foot, 
and presently lost his horse»(not Bucephalus), who 
was killed with the thrust of a sword. The bat- 
tle was so hot round him, Jthat most of the Mace»- 
donians w^ho lost their lives on this occasion, fell 
here ; for they fought against a body of men who 
were well disciplined, had been inured to war, 
and fought in despair. They were all cut to 
pieces, two thousand excepted, who were taken 
prisoners. 

A great number of the chief Persian commanders 
lay dead on the spot. Arsites fled into Phrygia, 
where it is said he laid violent hands upon himself, 
through regret that he had been the cause that the 
battle was fought. It would have been more glori- 
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ous for him had he died in the field. Twenty thou- 
sand foot, and two thousand five hundred horse, 
were killed in this engagement, on the side of the 
barbarians ; and on that of the Macedonians, twenty- 
five of the royal horse were killed at the first attack. 
Alexander ordered Lysippus to make their statues in 
brass, till whicli^^vere set up in a city of Macedon 
called Dium, from whence they were many years 
after carried to Rome by Q. Metellus. About three- 
score of the other horse were killed ; and near thirty 
foot, who, the next day, were all laid with their arms 
and equipage, in one grave ; and the king granted 
an exemption to their fathers and children from 
every kind of tribute and service. 

He also took the utmost care of the wounded, 
visited them, and saw their wounds dressed. He 
enquired very p Wticularly into their adventures, and 
permitted every one of them to relate his actions, 
in the battle, and boast his bravery. A prince gains 
many advantages by such a familiarity and con- 
descension. He also granted the rites of sepulture to 
the grandees of Peisia, and did not even refuse it to 
such Greeks as died in the Persian service j but all 
those whom he took prisoners he laid in chains, and 
sent them to work as slaves in Macedonia, for having 
fought under the barbarian standards against their 
country, contrary to the express prohibition made 
by Greece upon that tead. 

Alexander made it his duty and pleasure to share 
Ihe honour of his victory with the Greeks ; and sent 
particularly to the Athenians, three hundred shields, 
being part of the plunder taken from the enemy ; 
and caused the glorious inscription following to be 
inscribed on the rest of the spoils : Ale^vandtr^ son 
of Philip y xvith the Greeks ( the Lacedeemonians ex- 
cepted) y gained ‘ these spoils from the barbarians 
•who inhabit Asia, A conduct of this kind evinces 
a very uncommon and amiable greatness of soul in 
a conqueror, who generally cannot, without great 
reluctance, admit others to share in bis glory. The 

VOL. V. B 
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•fy|t»W, tta4 o||ae^jai1icl«6 of. Fer^ian kicury, he 
iKWI to hbciDollier; 


Sbct. IV. Alexander ^em^rs fh: greatest part of 
<■ . Ama Mimr* ■■ He is seized zdth a dangeroSts dis- 
^«tse, (xxosioned % bathing in the river Cydnus. 
■Philip the physifAfOt cures him in a fete days. 

. Alexander passes the defiles <fCiR^. Harius 
* advances at the same time. The bold and free 
dnswer (f Carukmtts to that prince, which costs 
him his life. Description of Darius's march. 


M’«* success of the battle of the G ratios had all 
^ the happy consequences that could naturally be 
' Expected from it. Sttrdis, which in a manner 
the bulwark of the barbarian empire on the side 
next the sea, surrendered to Alexander, who gave 
citkens their liberty, and permitted' •them to 
iwe after their own laws. Four days after he ar- 
rived at £phesus, carrying wkliHiim those who had 
been banished from thence for being his adherents, 
and restored its popular form.of government. He 
iaa^ned to the temple of Diana the tributes which 
•ere paid to the kings of Persia. He offered a great 
oojpbcrof 8^c^ifio6s totbat goddess; soleomized her 
pystenes with the utmost posmp, conduct^ the 

a^-ae^^^had begun torebuildthetemple 

# Dm^ vriuch had been burned veiy.mAt of 
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at, and to furnish the remaind^, provided they 
would inscribe the temple with his name alone; 
for he was fund, or rather insatiable, of every kind of 
'glory. The inhabitants of Ephesus not being will- 
ing to consent to it, and nevertheless afraid to refuse 
liim that hono.ur openly, had recourse to an artful 
flattery to enable them to evade this request. They 
told him that it was'inconsistent fiarone god to erect 
monuments to another. , Before he left Ephesus, the 
deputies of the cities of Tralles and Magnesia wait- 
ed upon •liim with the keys of those places. 

He afterw'ards marclied to Miletus, which city, 
flattered with the hopes of a sudden and powerful 
support, shut their gates against him : and indeed 
the Persian fleet, which was very considerable, ma'de 
a show as if it would succour that city ; but after 
having made several fruitless attempts to engage 
that of tlie enemy, it was forced to sail away. 
Memnor? had shut himself uij in this fortress, with 
a great number of liis soldiers, w'ho had escaped 
from the battle, an.'J was determined to make a good 
defence. Alexander, who would not lose a moment’s 
time, attacked it, and planting scaling-ladders on 
all sides, the scalado was carried on with great 
vigour, and opposed with no less intrepidity, though 
Alexander sent fresh troops to relieve one another 
without the I<Jast intermission ; and this lasted 
several days. At last, finding his soldiers were 
every where repulsed, and that the city was pro- 
vided with every requisite for a long siege, he planted 
all his machines against it, made a great number of 
breaches, and whenever these were attacked, a new 
scalado was attempted. The besieged, after sus- 
taining all these efforts with prodigious bravery, 
capitulated, for fear •of being taken by storm. 
Alexander treated all the Milesians with the utmost 
humanity, and sold all the foreigners who were 
found init. The historians do not make any mention 
of Memnon, but we may reasonably suppose thaf 
he marched out with tl^ garrison. 
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Alexander, seeing tl>at the enemy’s fleet had 
sailed aw'ay, resolved to destroy his own, the ex- 
pence of it being too great, not to mention that he 
wanted money for things of greater importance. 
Some historians are even of opinion, that as he was 
upon the point of coming to a battle with Darius, 
which was to determine^the fate of the two empires, 
he was resolved to deprive his soldiers of all hopes 
of retreat, and to leave them no other resource 
than that of victory. IJe, therefore, retained such 
vessels only of his fleet, as were absolutely necessary 
for transporting the military engines, and a small 
number of other galleys.* 

After possessing liimself of Miletus, he marched 
into Caria, in order to lay siege to Halicarnassus. 
The city was of most difficult access rrom its happy 
situation, and had been strongly fortilied. Besides, 
Alemnon, the ablest as well as the most valiant of all 
Darius’s commanders, had thrown himself into it 
with a body of choice soldiers, with design to sig- 
nalize his courage and lidelit} to his sovereign. 
He accordingly made a very noble defence, in which 
he was seconded by Ephialtes, another general of 
great merit. Whatever could Le expected from the 
most intrepid bravery, and the most consummate 
knowledge in the science of war, w*as conspicuous 
on both sides on this occasion. AfPer the besiegers 
had, with incredible labour, filled up part of the 
ditches, and brouglit their engines near the walls, 
they had the grief to see thfeir works demolished in 
an instant, and their engines set on fire, by the fre- 
quent vigorous sallies of the besieged. After beat- 
ing down part of the Vail with their battering-rams, 
they were astonished to see a new one behind it ; 
which was so suddenly built »up, that it seemed to rise 
out of the ground. The attack of tliese walls, which 
were built in a semicircular form, destroyed a pro- 
digious number of men ; beca\ise the besieged, from 
the top of the tow ers that were raised on the several 
sides, took the enemy in flank. It was evidently 



OF ALEXANDER. 


37 


seen at this siege, that the strongest fortifications of 
a city are the valour and courage of its defenders. 
The siege was long, and attended with such sur- 
prising difficulties, as would have discouraged any 
warrior but an Alexander ; yet the view of danger 
served only to animate his troops, and their patience 
was at last successful. Meinnon, finding it im- 
possible for him to hold ouf any longer, was forced 
to abandon the city. As the sea was open to him, 
after having put a strong garrison into the citadel, 
which wsis well stored with provisions, he took 
with him the surviving inhabitants, nith all their 
riches, and conveyed thei^ into the island of CoS, 
which was not far from Halicarnassus. Alexander 
did not think proper to besiege the citadel, it being 
of little importance after tlic city was destroyed, 
which be demolished to the very ibundations. He 
thought* it sufficient to encompass it with strong 
walls, and left some good troops in the country. 

After the death of Arlemisiti, (|ueen.of Caria, 
Idrieus her brother reigned in her stead. The sceptre, 
according to the cusforn of the counti'y, devolved 
upon Ada, sister and wife of Idrieus ; but she was 
dethroned by Pexodbrus, whose successor, by Da- 
rius’s command, was Orontobates, his son-in-law. 
Ada, however., was still possessed of a fortress 
called Alindse, U:ie keys of which she bad carried to 
Alexander, the instanrshe heard of his arrival in 
Caria, and had adopted him for her son. Uhe king 
was so far from conteianing this honour, that he 
left her the quiet possession of her own city ; and 
after having taken Halicarnassus, as he by that 
means was njasterof the whole»country, be restored 
the government of it to Ada. 

“ This lady, as a testijriony of the deep sense she 
had of the favours received from Alexander, sent 
him every day meats dressed in the most exquisite 
manner ; delicious pastry of all sorts ; and the most 


* Plut. in Alex. p. 677. 
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excellent cooks of every ^kind. Alexander answered 
the queen on this occasion, “ That all this train 
wasol no service to hiuj, for that ho was possessed 
of much better cooks, whom '^Leonidas his go- 
‘‘ vernor had given him; one of whom prr[)arcd 
him a good dinner, and that was, w alking a great 
deal in the morning very early ; *and the other 
prepared him an excellent sifpper, and that was, 
“ dining very moderately.” 

Several kings of Asia Minor submitted voluntarily 
to Alexander. Mitbridates, king of Pontns was one 
of these, w ho afterwards adhered to this prince, and 
lollowed him in his expeditions, lie was son to 
Ariobarzancs, governor of Phrygia, and king of 
PontuSjOf whom mention has been made elsew here. 
^ He is computed to^be the sixth king from Arta- 
bazus, w ho is considered as the founder of tiiat king- 
^ dom, of which he w^as put in possession by Darius, 
son of Ilystaspes, his father. The famous Mithri- 
dates, wdio so long employed the Roman armies, 
w’as one of his successors. 

Alexander, before he went into viinter quarters, 
permitted all suchof his soldiers, as had tuarried that 
year, to return into Macedonia, tljcrc to spend tlie 
winter witli their wives, upon condition that they 
would return in the spring. He appointed three 
officers to lead them thither and to Uring them back. 
This agrees exactly with th*e law of ^ Moses; and’ 
as w e do not find that this law or custom w’as used 
by any other nation, it is ‘very probable that Ari- 
stotle had learned it from some Jew , with whom he 
became acquainted in Asia; and that approving it 
as a very wise and just custom, he therefore had 
leconamended it to Jhis pupil, w ho remembered it 
on this occasion. , 

36 'n Alexander began the campaign 

\nt. J. C. * Floras, 1. iii. c.5. * ' ^ Deat. xxiv. 5. 

uVo re itOLiSo^ywys Aeujvi^S 
ceoo//,£ytif auriy >7r§os rd oioitrtQy yuKroTtoolay, 'Klos ro 
9SiTtyoy Q\iycc§i$^i(x,y, 
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very early* He had debated, whether he should 
march directly against Darius, or should first subdue 
the rest of the maritime provinces. The latter 
plan appeared the safest, since he thereby would 
not be molested by such nations as he should leave 
behind him. ^ His progress was a little interrupted 
at first. Near Phaseli§, a city situated between 
Lycia and Pamphylia, is a defile along the sea- 
shore, which is always dry at low water, so that 
travellers may pass it at that time; but when the 
sea rises, it is all under water. As it was now 
winter, Alexander, w^hom nothing could daunt, was 
desirous of passing it before the waters fell. His 
forces were, therefore, obliged to march a whole 
day in the water, which came up to their waist. 
Some bistoriajiis, purely to embellish this incident, 
relate that the sea, by the Divine command, had 
submitted spontaneously to Alexander, and had 
opened a way to him, contrary to the usual course 
of nature; among these writors is Quintus Curtius. 
It is surprising that Josephus the historian, to 
weaken the authority of the miracle of the Jews 
passing through the Red Sea on dry land, should 
have cited this cir€umstance by way of example, 
the falsity of which Alexander himself had refuted. 
For Plutarch relates, that he merely wrote in one 
of his letters^ “ That when he left the city of 

Phaseiis he marched on foot through the pass 
“ of the mountain called Climax:’* and it is very 
well known that this ^prince, who was vastly fond 
of the marvellous, never let slip any opportunity 
of persuading the people, that the gods protected 
him in a very singular manner. 

While he was in the neighbourhood of Phaseiis, 
he discovered a conspiracy which was carrying on 
by Alexander, son of^ropus, whom he had a little 
before appointed general of the Thessalian cavalry, 
in the room of Calasj, whom he had made governor 

» Strab, l.xiv. p.(366. 
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of a province. Darius, upon the receipt of a letter 
which this traitor had ^ent him, promised I^im a 
reward of a thousand * talents of gold, with the 
kingdom of IMacedonia, in case he could murder 
Alexander ; thinking that he could not pay too dear 
for a crime which would rid him of so formidable 
an enemy. Tlie messenger who carried the king’s 
answer being seized, made a i full confession, by 
which means the traitor was brought to condign 
punishment. 

Alexander, after having settled affairs in Cilicia 
and Pcirnphylia, marched his army to Celaenae, a 
city of Phrygia, watered by the river Marsyas, 
which the fictions of poets have made so famous. 
He summoned the garrison of the citadel, whither 
the inhabitants were retired, to surrender ; but 
these believing it impregnable, answered haughtily, 
that they would first die. However, finding the 
attack carried on with great vigour, they desired a 
truce of sixty days, at the expiration of which they 
promised to open their gates, in case they were not 
succoured ; and accordingly,tno aid arriving, they 
surrendered themselves upon the day fixed. 

From thence the king marched into Phrygia, the 
capital of which was called Gordion, the ancient and 
famous residence of king Midas, situated on the 
river Sangarius. Having taken the city, he was 
desirous of seeing the famous chariot to which the 
Gordian knot was tied. This knot, which fastened 
the yoke to the beam, was^tied with so much art, 
and the strings were twisted in so intricate a man- 
ner, that it was impossible to discover where it be- 
gan or ended. According to an ancient tradition 
of the country, an oracle had foretold, that the man’ 
who could untie it, should possess the empire of 
Asia. As Alexander was firmly persuaded that 
this promise related to himself ; after many fruitless 

f 

* About one million f.ve hundred thousand pounds 
iterling. 
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trials, he cried, It is no matter which way it be 
“ untied,” and thereupon Out it with the sword, and 
by that means, says the historian, either eluded or 
fulfilled the oracle. 

In the mean time Darius was settin" every engine 
at work, in order to make a vigorous delence. 
Memnon the Rhodian, advised him to carry the war 
into Macedonia, vdiich cc-unsel seemed the most 
proper to extricate Iiim from the present danger ; 
for the Lacedaemonians, and several other Greek 
nations, who had no affection for the Macedonians, 
would have been ready to join him ; by which means 
Alexander must have been forced to leave Asia, and 
return suddenly oversea, to defend his own country. 
Darius af>proved this counsel, and having deter- 
mined tofollo^v it, committed tlie execution of it to 
the original proposer. Accordingly Memnon was 
declared admiral of the fleet, and captain-general 
of all the forces designed for that expedition. 

Darius could not possibly have made a better 
choice. Memnon was the ablest generaf in his ser- 
vice, had fought a groat many years under tlie Per- 
sian standards with the utmost fidelity. Had his 
advice been taken, ithe battle of the Granicus had 
not been fought, lie did not abandon his master s 
interests after that misfortune, but had assembled 
the scattered remains of the army, and immediately 
withdrew.first toMiletijs, from thence to Halicarnas- 
sus, and lastly into the island of Cos, where he w^as 
when he received his new commission. This place 
was the rendezvous for the fleet ; and Memnon was 
now meditating w holly upon the manner how to put 
his design into execution. He made himself master 
*of the island of Chios, and all Ixsbos, tlic city of Mi- 
tylene excepted. From thence he w as preparing to 
pass over into Euboea, and to make Greece and 
Macedonia the seat of the war, but died before JMity- 
lene, which city he h^d been forced tobesiege. His 

* Sortem oraculi vd dusit, vd imphiut. Q v i .n t . Cv rt. 
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death was the greatest misfortune that could pos- 
sibly have happened to Persia. We see on this oc- 
casion the inestimable worth of a man of merit, 
whose death is sometimes the ruin of a state. The 
loss of Memnon frustrated the execution of the plan 
he had formed; for Darius not having one general 
in his army who was able to supply Mcmnon's place, 
abandoned entirely the ‘only enfeei prise w hich could 
have saved his empire. His sole resource, there- 
fore, now lay in the armids of the East. Darius, 
dissatisfied with all his generals, resolved to com- 
mand in person, and appointed Babylon for the ren- 
dezvous of his army ; where, upon being mustered, 
they were found to be about four, five, or six hun- 
dred thousand men, for historians differ very much 
with respect to the number. < 

Alexander having ‘left Gordion, marched into 
Paphlagonia and Cappadocia, wdiich he subdued. 
It was there he heard of Memnon’s death, the news 
whereof qonfirmed Bim in the resolution he had 
taken of marching immediately into the provinces 
of Upper Asia. Accordingly he advanced by hasty 
marches into Cilicia, and arrived in the country 
called * Cyrus’s camp. From thence there is no 
more than fifty stadia (two leagues and a half) to 
the pass of Cilicia, which is a very narrow defile, 
through which persons are obliged (o go from Cap- 
padocia to Tarsus, The officer who guarded it in 
Dariuses name, had left but few^ soldiers in it, and 
those fled the instant they heard of the enemy’s ar- 
rival. Upon this, Alexander entered the pass, and, 
after viewing very attentively the situation of the 
place, he admired hi§ own good fortune ; and con- 
fessed that he might have b^n very easily stopped 
and defeated there, merely by the throwing of 
stones : for, not to mention that this pass was so 

* Quintus Curtius supposes it to be so called from Cyrus the 
Great, and Arrian from the Younger Cyrus, which opinion 
appeerB the most probable. 



OF ALEXANDER. 


4 


narrow, that four men completely armed could 
scarcely walk abreast in it*; the top of the moun- 
tain hung over the road, which was not only narrow, 
but broken up in several places, by the fall of tor- 
rents from the mountains. 

Alexander marched his whole army to the city of 
Tarsus, where' it arrived the very instant tin? Per- 
sians were setting fire to th*at place, to prevent his 
deriving any benefit from the plunder of so opulent 
a city. But Parmcnio*, whom the king had sent 
thitlier yjith a detachment of horse, arrived very 
seasonably to stop tlje progress of the fiie, and 
marched into the city, wlych he saved ; thi‘ barba- 
rians liavijigfled the moment they heard othis arrival. 

Tlirough this city the Cydnus runs, a river not so 
remarkable fer the breadth of its channel, as for the 
beauty of its waters, which *are clear and limpid : 
but fit the same time excessively cold, because of 
the tufted trees with which its banks are over- 
shadowed. It was now aboilt the end gf summer, 
which is excessively sultry in (Cilicia, and in the hot- 
test part of the day, ^vhen the king, who was quite 
covered with sweat and dust, arriving on its banks, 
had a mind to bathe in that \iver, invited by the 
beauty and clearness of the stream. However, the 
instant he plqnged into it, he was seized with so 
violent a shiveyng, that all the standers-by fancied he 
was dying. Upon thk, he was carried to his tent, 
after fainting away. The news of this sad disaster 
threw the whole armj^ into the utmost consterna- 
tion. They all burst into tears, and breathed their 
plaints in the following words : “ The greatest 

“ prince that ever lived is torn from us in the midst 
of his prosperity and conquests ; not in a battle, 
** or at the storming of a city, but dies by his 
‘‘ bathing in a river. Darius, who is coming up 
‘‘ with us, will conquer before he has seen his 
‘‘ enemy. We shall be forced to retire, like so 
many fugitives, through those very countries 
which we entered with triumph; and as the 
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places through which we must pass are either de- 
‘‘ sertor depopulated, hunger alone, should we meet 
no other enemy, will itself destroy us. But who 

shall guide us in our flight, or dare to set himself 
up in Alexander s stead ? And should \ve be so 
happy as to arrive at the Hellespont, how shall 
‘‘ we furnish ourselves with vessels to cross it?” 
After this, directing their whole thoughts to the 
prince, and forgetting themselves, they cried aloud : 

Alas ! how sad is it thaf he, who was our king, 
‘‘ and the companion of our toils; a kipg in the 
flower of his youth, and in the course of his 
greatest prosperity, should be taken off, and in 
a manner torn from our arms?** 

At last the king recovered his senses by degrees, 
and began to know the persons who stood round 
him ; though the only symptom he gave of his reco- 
very was, his being sensible of his illness. ‘ But he 
was more iiidisposcd in mind than in body, for news 
was brought that DaAus might soon arrive. Alex- 
ander bew'ailed perpetually his hard fate, in being 
thus exposed naked and defenceless to his enemy, and 
robbed of so noble a victory, since he was now re- 
duced to the melancholy conditicfti of dying obscurely 
in his tent, and far from having attained the glory 
he had promised himself. Having ordered his confi- 
dential friends and physicians to conv? into his tent, 
You see (said he), my friends, the sad Extremity 
to which fortune reduces me. Methinks, I al- 
ready hear the sound of tJlie enemy’s arms, and 
“ see Darius advancing. He undoubtedly held in- 
“ telligeiice with my evil * genius, when he wuote 
“ letters to his lieutenants in so lofty and contemp- 
tuous a strain ; however, he shall not obtain his 
‘‘ desire, provided my physicians will attempt to cure 

* Darius, who imagined himself sure of overcoming Alex- 
ander, had written to his lieutenants^ t^hat they should chastise 

this young madman 5 and after clothmg him in purple out of 
derision, should send him bound hand and foot to the court. 
FnEiNsHBM JN Quint. Curt. 
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“ me in the manner I desii;e. The present condi- 
“ tion of mv affairs will not admit either of slow re* 
“ medies or fearful physicians. A speedy death is 
“ more eligible to me than a slow cure. In case the 

physicians think it is in their power to do me any 
“ good, they are to know, that I do not so much 
“ wish to live as to fight.” 

Tliis sudden impatience of the king spread an 
universal alarm. The physicians, who were sensible 
they should be answerable for the event, did not 
dare to hazard violent and extraordinary remedies; 
especially as Darius had published, that he would 
reward with a thousand * talents the man who should 
kill Alexander. However, Pliilip, an Acarnanian,one 
of his physicians, who had always attended upon him 
from his youth, loved him witli the utmost tender- 
ness, not only as his sovereign, but his child ; raising 
him^lf'(mercly out of affection to Alexander) above 
all prudential considerations, offered to give him a 
dose; which, though not very violent, weuld never- 
theless be speedy in its effects; and desired three 
days to prepare it. * At this proposal every one 
trembled, but he alone whom it most concerned ; 
Alexander being afflicted upon no other account, 
than because it would keep him three days from ap- 
pearing at the* head of his army. 

While thes* things were doing, Alexander re- 
ceived a letter from Paltmenio, who was left behind in 
Cappadocia, in whom .'\lexander put greater confi- 
dence than in any othcr’of his courtiers ; the purport 
of which was, to bid him beware of Philip, for that 
Darius had bribed him, by the promise of a thou- 
.sand talents, and his sister in marriage. This t 
letter (rave him great uneasiness, for he was now at 
full leisure to weigh all the reasons he might have 

* About 1 45 , 000 /. sterl'uig. 

t Ingcniem animo solkimdincrn Utem inevsserant ; etquicqmd 
intitramque partem aut vietus aut spes suh/ecerat, secrcld astima- 
.tione pensubat, Q. Cuut, 
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to hope or to fear. But the confidence in a physi- 
cian, whose sincere attachment and fidelity he had 
proved from his infancy, soon prevailed, and re- 
moved all his doubts, lie folded up the letter, and 
pot it under his bolster, without acquainting any on<! 
with the contents of it. 

The day being comCj Philip cuiters the tent with 
his medicine, when Alexander, laking the letter from 
under the holster, gives it, Philip to read. At the 
same time he takes the cup, and fixing his eyes 
on the physician, swallows the flranglvt without 
the least hesitation, or without discovering the 
slightest suspicion or uneasiness. Philip, as he pe- 
rused t/ie letter, had shewed greater signs of indigna- 
tion than of fear or surprise ; and throwing himself 
upon the king’s bed— Jloyal Sir,” Says he, with a 
resol nt(! tone of voice, “your recovery will soon 
“ clear me of the guilt of parricide with which’! am 
“ charged. Theonly/avour I begis, that you would 
“ be easy in yourown mind ; and suffer thedraught to 
“ operate, and notregard the intelligence you have re- 
“ ceived Irom servants, who indeed have shewn their 
“ zeal for your welfare; a zeal, however, veryindis- 
“ creetand unseasonable.” These words did not only 
revive the king, but filled him with hope and joy; 
so, taking Philip by the hand, “ Be you yourself 
“ easy,” says he to him, “ for I believe you are dis- 
“ quieted upon a double aefcount ; first for my re- 
“ covery, and secondly for your own justification.” 

In the mean time, the physic worked so violently, 
that the accidents which attended it, strengthened 
Parmenio’s accusation ; for the king lost his speech, 
and was seized with such strong fainting fits, that 
he had hardly any pulse left, or the least symptoms 
of life. Philip employed all the powers of physic to 
recover him, and in every lucid interval diverted 
him with agreeable subjects ; conversing with him 
at one time about bis motbef and sisters, and an- 
other, about the mighty victory which was advanc- 
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ing, with hasty steps, to crown his past triumphs. 
At last the physician's art haVing gained the ascend- 
ant, and diffused through every vein a salutary and 
vivific virtue ; his mind first began to resume its 
former vigour, and afterwards his body, much soon- 
er than had been expected. Three days after he 
shewed himselPto the army, who were never satis- 
fied with gazing upon him, *and could scarce be- 
lieve their eyes ; so much had the greatness of the 
danger terrified and dcjdcted them. No caresses 
were enough for the physician ; every one embracing 
him witli the utmost tenderness, and returning him 
thanks as to a god, wlio hjjd saved the life of their 
sovereign. 

Besides the respect which tliese people liad natu- 
rally for their bings, words can never express how 
greatly they admired this monarch more than any 
othe^yand the strong affection they bore him. They 
were persuaded, that he did not undertake any thing 
without the immediate assistance of the gpds ; and 
as success always attended his designs, even his rash- 
ness conduced to his’ glory, and seemed to have 
something divine in it. liis youth, which one would 
have concluded incapable of such mighty enter- 
prises, and wjiich however overcame all difficulties, 
gave a fresh merit and a brighter lustre to his ac- 
tions. * Beside.^ certain advantages that generally 
are little regarded, whioh yet engage in a wonderful 
manner the hearts of the soldiery, greatly augment- 
ed the merit of Alexancier ; such as his taking de- 
light iti bodily exercises ; his discovering a skill and 
excellency in them ; his going clothed like tlie com- 
mon soldiers, and knowing how^ to familiarize him- 
self with inferiors, without lessening his dignity ; his 
sharing in toils and dangers wdth the most laborious 
and intrepid ; qualities which, whether Alexander 


* Quet leviora haheri Solent^ plcrum^uc in rc milUnri ^rcitiora 
vulgo sunt, Q. Curt. 
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■ owed them to nature, or had acqfuired them by re- 
flection, made him equally beloved and respected 
by his soldiers. 

During this interval, Darius was on his march, 
full of a vain confidence in the immense number of 
his troops, and forming a judgment of the two ar- 
mies merely from their disparity in tnat point. The 
plains of Assyria, in which he was encamped, gave 
him an opportunity extending his horse as he 
pleased, and of availing himself of the advantage 
which number gave him. But led astrjiy by his 
arrogance, he entangles himself in narrow passes, 
where his cavalry and tlie multitude of his troops, so 
far from doing liim any service, would only encum- 
ber one another ; and advances towards the enemy, 
for whom lie should have waited, and runs visibly 
to his own destruction. N everthelcss, the grandees 
of his court, whose custom it w'as to flatter an^ ap- 
plaud his every action, congratulated hiip before- 
hand on the victory *lic would soon obtain, as if it 
had been certain and inevitable. There was at that 
time, in the army of Darius, one Caridemus, an 
Athenian, a man of great experience in war, who 
personally hated Alexander, for having caused him 
to be banished from Athens. Darius, turning to this 
Athenian, asked him, whether hq, believed him 
powerful enough to defeat his enenjy. Caridemus, 
who had been brought up in the bosom'of liberty, 
forgetting that he was in a country of slavery, where 
to oppose the inclination of a prince is of the most 
dangerous consequence, replied as follows : “ Pos- 
“ sibly, Sir, you may not be pleased with my telling 
“ you the truth ; but, in case I do not do it now, it 
“ will be too late hereafter. This splendid parade of 
“ war, this prodigious nuipber of men which has 
“ drained all the East, might indeed be formidable 
“ to your neighbours. Gold and purple glitter in 
“ every part of your army, which is so proriigiously 
“ splendid, that those who have not seen it, could 
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never form an idea of its magnificence. But the 
soldiers who compose the.Macedonian army, ter- - 
rible to behold, and bristling in every part with 
arms, do not amuse themselves with such idle 
show. Their only care is to draw up, in a regii- 
lar manner, their battalions, and to cover them- 
selves close ^yith their bucklers and pikes. Their 
phalanx is a body of infantry, w hich engages 
without flinching ; and keeps so close in their 
ranks, that the soldiers and their arms form a 
kind of impenetrable work. In a word, every 
single man among them, the officers as well as 
‘‘ soldiers, are so well trained, so attentive to the 
“ command of their leaders, that, whether they are 
to assemble under their standards, to turn to the 
“ right or left, to double their ranks, and face about 
to the enemy on all sides, at the least signal they 
^jake. every motion and evolution of the art of 
war. But that you may be persuaded, these Ma- 
‘‘ cedonians are not invited higher *from the hopes 
of gaining gold and silver; know, that this ex- 
cellent discipline has subsisted hitherto by the 
sole aid and precepts of poverty. Are they hun- 
gry? they satisfy their appetite with' any kind of 
“ food. Are they weary? they repose themselves 
on the bare ground, and in the day-time are al- 
w^ays upon ?heir feet. Do you fancy that the 
Thessalian dhvalry, and that of Acarnania and 
Aitolia, w'ho are all armed cap-a-pi^ are to be 
repulsed by stones hurled from slings, and with 
sticks burnt at the eiid? Troops like themselves 
will be necessary to check their career; and suc- 
“ cours must be procured from their country to 
oppose them. Send therefore thither all tiie use* 
less gold and silver which I see here, and purchase 
with it formidable soldiers.” | Darius was natu- 

* Et, nc auri argentique studio teiieri ]mles, adhuc ilia disd^ 
pUna paupertate magistr/i ketit, Q. Curt. 

+ Erat Dario mife ac tractabile ingeniuin, nisi etiatn suam na^ 

VOL. V. li 
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rally 6f a fnild, tractable disposition ; but good for- 
tune will corrupt the .most happy temper. Few 
monarchs are resolute and courageous enough to 
withstand their Own power, to repulse the flattery 
of the many people who are perpetually inflaming 
their passions, and to esteem a man who loves 
them so well, as to contradict and .displease them, 
by telling them the genuine .truth, Darius, not 
having strength of mind Suflicient for this, gives 
oitlers for dragging to execution a man who had 
fled to him for protection, was at that time his 
guest, and gave him at that time the best counsel 
that could have been proposed to him. However, 
as this cruel treatment cbuld not silence Caridemus, 
he cried aloud, with his usual freedom : “ My 
“ avenger is at hand, in the perspn of that very 
“ man in opposition«to whom I gave you counsel, 
“ and he will soon punish you for despising, it. 

* As for you, Darius, in whom sovereign power 

“ has wrought so sudden a change, you Will teach 
“ posterity, that when once men abandon them- 
“ selves to the delusion of fortune, she erases from 
“ their minds all the seeds of goodness implanted 
“ in them by nature.” Darius soon repented his 
having put to death so valuable a person; and 
experienced, but too late, the truth of all he had 
told him. • 

The king advanced with, his trofips towards tlie 
Euphrates. It was a custom long used by the Per- 
sians, never to set out upon a march till after sun- 
rise, at which time the trumpet was sounded for 
that purpose from the king’s tent. Over this tent 
was exiiibited to the view of the whole army, the 
image of the sun set in crystal. The order they 
observed in their march was this. 

First, were carried silver'altars, on which lay the 

turam pleruiuquefoytimacorrumperet, Q. Curt. 1 suspect the 
particle mmm, 

* Tu qiiidcrn, Ucentid regni suhith mutatus, documauum erts 

poxtem, fiomixeSf edm ae permisere foriwm, etUm dedis^ 

icre, Q. Ct’RT.C 
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lire, called by them sacred and eternal ; and tiiesc 
were followed by the Magi, singing hymns after 
the manner of their country. They were accom- 
panied by three hundred and sixty-five youths 
(agreeable to the number of days in a year) clothed 
in purple robes. Afterw’ards came a car con- 
secrated to Jupiter, drawn by white horses, and 
folio ivrd by a courser of a prodigious size, to which 
they gave the name of the sun’s horse; and the 
^equerries were dressed .in white, each having a 
golden rod in his hand. 

Ten chariots, adorned with sculptures id gold 
and silver, follow^cd after. Then marched a body 
of horse, composed of twelve nations, whose man- 
ners and customs were various, and ail armed in a 
different manner. Next advanced those wliom the 
Persians called The Immortals, amounting to ten 
tho\,a|Lnd, who surpassed the rest of the barbarians 
in the surnptuousness of their apparel. They all 
w'ore golden collars, were clo'Jicd in robes of gold 
tissue, with siirtouts (having sleeves to thein) adorn- 
ed with precious stonps. 

Thirty paces from them, followed those called 
the king’s cousins or, relations, to the number ot 
fifteen thousand, in habits very much resembling 
those of women, and more remarkable for the vain 
pomp of their oVess than the glitter of their arms. 

Those called' the j:l)oryphori came after; they 
carried the king’s cloak, and walked before ins cha- 
riot, in which he appeared seated as on a high 
throne. I’his chariot was enriched on both sides 
with images of the gods in gold and silver ; and 
from the middle of the yoke, which was covered 
Vvitli jewels, rose two statues a cubit in heiglit, the 

* Jnpifor was a god unknown to the Persians. Quinine 
Ciiriius ilierefore, in all probability, calb the first and gre.ale>l 
of their gods by tlmt name. 

f This was a tine of d'ignity. Possibly a ijioat miiuhf r ut 
1.;ie king's voiations were in this body. 

’V'*u‘ L'‘n'\rds who carried a half pii.e. 

E . 
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one representing War, the other Peace, having a 
golden eagle between 4heni, with wings extended, 
as ready to take its flight 

But nothing could equal the magnificence of the 
king. He was clothed in a vest of purple, striped 
with silver, and over it a long robe glittering all 
over with gold and precious stonesi, on which ^vere 
represented two falcons rushing from the clouds, 
and pecking at one another. Around his waist be 
wore a * golden girdle, after the manner of women, 
whence his scimetar hung, the scabbard of which 
flamed all over with gems. On his hedd he wore 
a tiara or mitre, round which was a fillet of blue 
mixed with white. ‘ 

On each side of him walked two hundred of his 
nearest relations, followed by ten, thousand pike- 
men, whose pikes were adorned with silver, and 
tipped with gold ; and lastly, thirty thousag^d’ in- 
fantry, who composed the rear-guard. These were 
followed by the king’s horses (four hundred in 
numberj, all which were led. 

‘ About one hundred, or a hundred and twenty 
paces from thence, came Sysigambis, Darius’s mo- 
ther, seated on a chariot, and his consort on an- 
other, with the several female attendants of both 
queens riding on horseback. Afterwards came fif- 
teen large chariots, in which were\he king’s child- 
ren, and those who had th§ care of theiu education, 
with a band of eunuchs, who are to tins day in great 
esteem with those nations.. Then marched the con- 
cubines, to the number of three hundred and sixty, 
in the equipage of queens, followed by six hundred 
mules and three hundred camels, which carried the 
king’s treasure, and were guarded by a great body 
of archers. 

After these came the wives of the crown-officers, 
and of the greatest lords of the court ; then the 
sutleri^ and servants of the. armf, seated also in 
chariots. 


* Cidaris. 
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In the rear were a body^of light-armed troops, 
with their commanders, who clos^ the wh(^ 
march. 

Would not the reader believe, that he had been 
reading the description of a tournament, not the 
march of an army ? Could he imagine that princes 
of the least reason would have been so stiAd, as to 
incorporate with their forces so cumbersotire a train 
of women, princesses, concubines, eunuchs, and 
domestics of both sexes? But the custom of the 
country was reason sufficient. Darius, at the head 
cf six hundred thousand men, and surrounded with 
this mighty pomp prepared for himself alone, fancied 
he was great, and formed still higher notions of 
himself. Yet should we reduce him to his jus^ pro- 
portion and hi#personal wortlj, how little would he 
appear ! But he is not the only one in this way of 
thiu^g,* and of whom we may forna the same 
judgment. But it is time for^us to bring the two 
monarchs to blows. 


Sect. V. Alexander gains a famous victory over 
Darius, vfiar the city Issus, The conse- 
quences of that victory. 

For the .cleark undprstanding of A&xander's A. M. 
inarch and that of Darius, and the better fixing 
the situation of the spojf where the second b^tle 333 
was fou^t, we must distinguish three defiles or 
passes. * The first of these is immediately at the 
descent from mount Taurus, in the way to the city 
of Tarsus, through which, as has been already seen, 
itiexander marched from Cappadocia into Cilida. 

The second is the pass'* of Cilicia or Syria, leading 

b Died. 1. xvii. p. 512—518. Arrian. 1. ii. p. 66—82, 

Plut. in Alex, p, 675, ,67$.* - 

xL C.9 it 19. 
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from Cilicia into Syria ; and the third is the pass of 
Amanus, so called from that mountain. This pass, 
which leads into Cilicia from Assyria, is much 
higher than the pass of Syria, northward. 

Alexander had detached Parmenio with part of 
the army to seize the pass of Syria, in order to se- 
cure a free passage for his army. As for himself, 
after marching from Tarsus, he arrived the next day 
at Anchiala, a city which Sardanapalus is said to 
have built. His tomb was still to be seen in that 
city, w'ith this inscription, Sardanapalus *built An- 
chiala ami Tarsus in one day: Go, passenger, 

EAT, DRINK, AND RESOICE, FOR THE REST IS 

NOTH I. NO. From hence he came to Soli, w-here he 
offered sacrifices to .®sculapius, in gratitude for the 
recovery of his health. Alexander nimself headed 
the ceremony with lighted tapers, followed ^,,the 
whole army, and he there solemnized games ; after 
which he returned t<? Tarsus. Having co.nmanded 
Pliilotas to march the cavalry through the Aleian 
plains, towards the river Pyranius, he himself went 
with the infantry and his liie guards to Magarsus, 
whence he arrived at Wallos, and afterwards at 
Castabala. Advice had been brought him, that 
Darius, with his whole army, was encamped at 
Sochos in Assyria, two days’ joiiiRey from Cilicia. 
Alexander held a council of war upon that news ; 
when all his gimcrals and officers entreating him to 
lead them against the enemy, he set out the next 
day to meet the Persians'. Parmenio had taken 
the little city of Issus, and, after possessing himself 
of the pass of Syria, had left a body of "forces to 
.secure jt. 1 he king left the sick in Issus, marched 
his whole army through the pass, and encamped 
near the city of Myriandras, where tlie badness of 
the weather obliged him to halt. 

lo the mean time, Darius was in the plains of 
Assyria, w bich were of great’extent. The Grecian 
commanders who were in his service, and formed 
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tiie chief strength of his army, advised him to wait 
there the coming up of the enemy. For, besides 
that this spot was open on all sides, and very ad* 
vantageous tor his horse, it was spacious enough to 
contain his numerous host, with all the baggage and 
other things belonging to the army. However, if 
be should not approve of their counsel, they thep 
advised him to separate this multitude, and select 
such only as were the dower of his troops ; and con* 
sequently not venture hiii whole army upon a single 
battle, which perhaps might be decisive. However, 
the courtiers, with whom the courts of monarcbs, 
as Arrian observes, for ever abound, called these 
Greeks an unfaithful nation, and venal wretches; 
and hinted to Darius, that the only motive of tljepr 
counselling the king to divide his troops was, that, 
after they sliould once be separated from tl^ rest, 
tliey might have an easier opportunity of delivering 
up into the enemy’s hands whatever might be in 
their power ; but that the safest way would be, to 
surround them with the whole army, and cut tliem 
to pieces, as a memorable example of the punish- 
ment due to traitors. Iliis proposal was shocking 
to Darius, who waa naturally of a very mild and 
hgmane disposition. He therefore answered, “That 
“ he was far from ever designing to commit so hor- 
“ riWe a crime*-, tliat should he be guilty of it, no 
“ nation woultf afterwpds give tlie least credit to 
“ his promises ; tliat it * was never Igipwn that a 
“ person had been put to death fw ^ving impw- 
“ dent counsel; that no man would ever venture 
“ to give his opinion, if it were attended with spell 
“ daugei', a circumstance tliat would be of the most 
fatal consequence to princes.” fie then thanked 
the Greeiks for theur zeal and good-will, and cmi- 
desceoded to lay before tliem the reasons which 
promoted him not to follow their advice. 


* I^etnincni stolidutn consilium c(^Ue lucre deherc ; defuturos 
ettim (pti suuderent, si suasisse periculum esset. Q. i;t. 
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The courtiers bad persuaded Darius, that Alex* 
ander’s long delay in coming up \iith them, was a 
proof and an effect of tlie terror with which the ap* 
proach of the Persian army had filled him (for they 
had not heard a word of his indisposition); that 
fortune, merely for their sake, had led Alexander 
into defiles and narrow' passes, whence it would be 
impossible for him to get out, in case they should 
fall upon him immediately ; that they ought to seize 
this favourable opportunity, for fear the enemy 
should fly, by w hich means Alexander woyld escape 
them. Upon this, it was resolved in council, that 
the army should march, in search of him ; the gods, 
says an ^'liistorian, blinding the eyes of that prince, 
that he might rush down the precipice they had 
prepared for him, and thereby make way for the 
destruction of the Persian monarchy. 

Darius, having sent his treasure with his^ most 
precious effects to Damascus, a city of Syria, un« 
der a small convoy, marched the main body of the 
army towards Cilicia, and entered it by the pass of 
Amanus, which lies far aboVe the passes of Syria. 
His queen and mother, with the princesses his 
daughters, and the little prin\.e his son, followed 
the army, according to the custom of*the Persians, 
but remained in the camp during thp battle. When 
he had advanced a little way into Qilicia (from east 
westward) he turned short towards lssus,‘iiot know- 
ing that Alexander w’as behind ; for he had been 
assured that this prince fled before him, and was 
retiring in great disorder into Syria ; and therefore 
Darius was now considering bow he might best 
pursue him. He barbarously put to death all the 
sick w'ho were in the city of Issus, a few soldiers 
excepted, whom lie dismi^ed, after making them 
view every part of his camp, in order that they 
might be spectators of the prodigious multitude of 
bis forces. These soldiersw accordingly brought 


* Arrian, 
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Alexander word of Darius’s approach, which he 
could scarce believe, from its great improbability, 
though there was nothing he desired more earnestly. 
But he himself was soon an eye-witness to the truth 
of it, upon which he began to think seriously of 
preparing for battle. 

Alexander fearing, as the barbarians were so 
numerous, that they would attack him in his camp, 
fortified it with ditches and paiisadoes, discovering 
an incredible joy to see 'his desire fulfilled, which 
w’as. to eqgage in those passes, whither the gods 
seemed to have led Darius expressly to deliver him 
into his hands. . 

And, indeed, this spot of ground, which was but 
wide enough for a small army to act and move at 
liberty in, reduced, in some measure, the two 
armies to an equality. By tHis means the Mace- 
doniaas liad space sufficient to employ their whole 
army ; whereas the Persians had not room for the 
twentieth part of theirs. * , 

Nevertheless Alexander, as frequently happens 
even to the greatest captains, felt some emotion when 
he saw that he was going to hazard all at one blow. 
The more fortune bad favoured him hitherto, the 
more he novw dreaded her frowns; the moment ap- , 
proaching whiclj was to determine his fate. But, on 
the other side, his courage revived from the reflec- 
tion, that die rewards of his toils exceeded the dan- 
gers of them; and though he was uncertain with re- 
gard to the victory, he <it least hoped to die glori- 
ously, and like Alexander. However, he did not 
divulge these thoughts to any one, well knowing, 
that upon the approach of a battle, a general ought 
liot to discover the least marks of sadness or per- 
plexity : and that the Jroops should read nothing 
but resolution and intrepidity in the countenance of 
their commander. 

Having made his soldiers refresh themselves, and 
ordered them to be ready for the third watch of the 
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which began at twelve, be went* tp the top 
of a mountain, and thete, by torcli'light, sacrificed, 
after the manner of his country, to the gods of the 
place. As soon as the signal was given, his army, 
which was ready to march and fight, being com- 
manded to make greater speed, arrived by day* 
break at the several posts assigned* them; but now 
the couriers bringing word tliat Darius was not 
above thirty furlongs from them, the king caused 
bis army to halt, and then drew it up in battle array, 
The peasants in the greatest terror came also and 
acquainted Darius with the arrival of tlJe enemy, 
which he would not at_.first believe, imagining, a$ 
we have observed, that Alexander fled before him, 
and was endeavouring to escape. This news threw 
his troops into the utmost confusion, who in that 
surprise ran to theii' arms with great precipitation 
and disorder. , 

The spot where tlie battle was fought lay near 
the city of Issus, aild w-as bounded by mountains 
on one side, and the sea on the other. The plain, 
that was situated between them both, must have 
been of considerable extent, as the two armies en- 
camped in it ; and I before ob-'erved, that Darius’s 
was vastly numerous. The river Pinarysran through 
the middle of this plain from the mountain to the 
sea, and divided it very near into two equal parts. 
The mountain formed a hollow like a gulf, tlie 
extremity of which in a curve line bounded part of 
the plain. , 

Alexander drew up his army in the following 
ordei*. He posted at the extremity of the right 
wing, which stood near the mountain, the Argyra- 
spides,! commanded byNicano.*-; then the phalanx 
of Ctenus, and afterwards tiiat of Perdiccas, which 

* The ancients used to offer up their sacrifices upon emi- 
nences. 

f Tbii was a body of infaBtiy, ^SutiDgoisked by their JHlrer 
shields, but more do by their great bravery. 
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teiminated in the centre bf, the main army. On 
the extremity of the left wing he posted the phalanx 
of Amyntas, then that of Ptolemy, and lastly, that 
of Meleager. Tlius the famous Macedonian phalanx, 
was formed, which we find was composed of six 
distinct corps or brigades. Each of these brigades 
was headed by able generals ; but Alexander was 
always commander in chief, and directed all the 
movements. The horse, were placed on the two 
wings; the ]\facedoniuns, with the Thessalians, on 
the right,, and those of Peloponnesus, with the 
other allies, on the left. Craterus commanded 
all the foot of the left wing, and Parmenio the 
whole wing. Alexander had reserved to himself 
the command of the right. He had desired Par- 
menio to kee^ as near the , sea as possible, to 
prevent the barbarians from surrounding him; 
and Nicanor, on the contrary, was ordered to keep 
at some • distance from the mountains, in order 
to fje ogt of the reach of the arrows discharged by 
those w ho were posted on them. He covered the 
horse of his right wing with the light horse of Pro- 
tomachus and the Pffionians, and his foot with the 
bowmen of AntiocWis. He reserved the ^Agrians 
(commanded by Attains), who were greatly esteem- 
ed, and some forces that were newly arrived from 
Greece, to oppose those which Darius had posted 
on the mountains. • 

As for Darius’s army, it was drawn up in the fol- 
lowing order. Having* heard that Alexander was 
marching towards him in battle array, he com- 
manded thirty thousand horse and twenty thousand 
bow’men to cross the river Pinarus, that he might 
have an opportunity to draw up his army iu a com- 
modious manner on the hither side. In the centre 
be posted the thirty thousand Greeks in his service, 
who, doubtless, were the flower and chief strength 
of his army, and vvere not at all inferior in bravery 

* Agria was a city between the mountains Haemus and 
Phodope, 
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to the Macedonian phalanx, with thirty thousand 
Cardacians on their right, and as many on their 
left; the field of battle not being able to contain a 
greater number. These were all heavily armed. 
The rest of the infantry, distinguished by their 
several nations, were ranged behind the first line. 
It were to be wished that Arrian had told us the 
depth of each of those two lines ; but it must have 
been prodigious, if we consider the extreme nar- 
rowness of the pass, and the amazing multitude of 
the Persian forces. On the mountain which lay to 
their left, against Alexander’s right wing, Darius 
posted twenty thousand, men, who were so ranged 
(in consequence of the several windings of the 
mountain) that some were behind Alexander’s 
army, and others before it. " 

Darius, after having set his army in battle array, 
made his horse cross the river again, and dispatch- 
ed the greatest part of them toward the sea against 
Parmenio*, because *tbey could fight on that spot 
with the greatest advantage : the rest of his cavalry 
he sent to the left, towards the mountain. How- 
ever, finding that these would be of no service on 
that side, because of the too great narrowness of the 
spot, he caused a great part of them to wheel about 
to the right. As for himself, he tpok his post in 
the centre of his army, pursuant tp the custom of 
the Persian monarchs. . 

Alexander, observing that most of the enemy’s 
horse was to oppose his left wing, which consisted 
only of those of Peloponnesus, and of some other 
allies, detached immediately to it the Thessalian 
cavalry, which he caused to wheel round behind his 
battalions, to prevent their being seen by the bar- 
barians. On the same side (the left) he posted 
before his foot, the Cretan bowmen, and the Thra- 
cians of Sitalces (a king of Thrace), who were co- 
vered by the horse. The foreigners in his service 
were behind all the rest. 

Perceiving that his right wing did not extend so 
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far as the left of the Persians, which might surround 
and attack it in dank, he drew from the centre of 
his army two regiments of foot, which he detached 
thither, with orders for them to march behind, to 
prevent their being seen by the enemy. He also 
reinforced that wing with the forces which he had 
opposed to the’barbarians on the mountains ; for, 
seeing they did not come down, he made the 
Agrians and some other bowmen attack them, and 
drive them towards the "summit of it; so tliat lie 
left only three hundred horse to keep them in check, 
and sent the rest, as I observed, to reinforce his 
right wing, which by this ^means extended further 
than that of the Persians. 

The two armies being thus drawn up in order 
of battle, Alesander marched very slowly, tliat his 
soldiers might take a little bVeath ; so that it was 
supposed they would not engage till very late: for 
Darius still continued with his army on the other 
side of the river, in order ndt to lose tlje advan- 
tageous situation of his post; and even caused such 
parts of the shore as were not craggy to be secured 
withpalisadoes, whence the Macedonians concluded 
that he was already. afraid of being defeated. The 
two armies Ijeiug come in sight, Alexander, riding 
along the ranks^ called, by their several names, the 
principal olficers both of the Macedonians and 
foreigners*; an^ exhorted the soldiers to signalize 
themselves, speaking to each nation according to 
its peculiar genius and disposition. To the Mace- 
donians he represented, “ the victories they had 
“ formerly gained in Europe; the still recent glory 
“ of the battle of the Granicus ; the great number 
of cities and provinces they had left behind them, 
“ all which they had subdued.” He added, that 
“ one single victory would make them masters 
“ of the Persian empire ; and that the spoils of 
“ the East would be. the reward of their bravery 
“ and toils.” The Greeks he animated, “ by the 
“ remembrance of the many calamities which the 
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** Persians (those irreconcileable enemies to Greece) 
“ bad brought upon them; and set before them 
“ the famous battles of Marathon, of Thermopylae, 
“ of Salamis, of Plalaeae, and the many others by 
“ which they had acquired immortal glory.” He 
bid the Illyrians and Thracians, nations who used 
to subsist by plunder and rapine, view the ene- 
“ my’s army, every part of which shone with gold 
“ and purple, and was not loaded so much with 
“ arms as with booty. That they therefore should 
“ push forward (they w ho were men), and strip all 
“ those women of their ornaments ; and exchange 
“ their mountains, covet ed perpetually with ice and 
“ snow, for the smiling plains and rich fields of 
“ Persia.” The moment lie had ended, the whole 
army set up a shout, and eagerly desired to be led 
on directly against tfie enemy. 

Alexander had advanced at first very slowly, to 
prevent the ranks, or the front of his phalanx, from 
breaking, and halted by intervals : but wHen he was 
got within bow-shot, he commanded all his right 
wing to plunge impetuously into the river, pur- 
posely that tlicy might surprise the barbarians, come 
sooner to a close engagementf-and be less exposed 
to the enemy’s arrows; in all of whi(;h he was very 
successful. Both sides fought with the utmost 
bravery and resolution ; and being now forced to 
fight close, they charged pn both sides sword in 
hand, when a dreadful slaughter ensued ; for they 
engaged man to man, eacfi aiming the point of his 
sword at tiie i'ace of his opponent. Alexander, who 
performed the duty both of a private soldier and of 
a commander, wished nothing so ardently as the 
glory of killing, with his own diand, Darius, wfio 
being seated on a liigh chqriot, was conspicuous to 
tlie whole army ; and by that means was a powerful 
object, both to encourage hi# own soldiers to defend, 
and the enemy to attack him. And now the battle 
grew more furious and bloody than before; so that 
a great number of Persian noblemen were killed. 
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Each side fought withincredible bravery. Ox&thres, 
brother to Darius, observing that Alexander was 
going to charge that monarch with the utmost 
vigour, rushed before his chariot with tlie horse 
u^er his command, and distinguished himself 
above all the rest. The horses that drew Darius’s 
chariot, being quite covered with wounds, began 
to prance about; and shook the yoke so violently, 
that they were upon the point of overturning the 
king, who, afraid of falling alive into the hands of 
his enemies, leaped down, and mounted another 
chariot. The rest observing this, ded as fast as 
possible, and throwing down their arms, made 
the best of their way. Alexander had received a 
slight wound in his tliigb, but happily it was not 
attended with ill consequences. 

Whilst part of the hlacedoftian infantry (posted 
to the, right) were pursuing the advantage they 
liad gained against the Persians, the remainder of 
them wlio’ engaged the Greeks met with greater 
resistance. These observing that the body of in- 
fantry in question were no longer covered by the 
fight wing of Alexander’s army, which wa.s pur- 
suing the enemy, mme and attacked it in flank. 
The engagement was very bloody, and victory a 
long time doubtful. The Greeks endeavoured to 
push the Macedonians into the river, and to re- 
cover the disorder into \yhich the left wing had been 
thrown. The Macedonians also signalized them- 
selves with the utmost bravery, in order to pre- 
serve the advantage which Alexander had just be- 
fore gained, and support the honour of their pha- 
lanx, which had always been considered as invin- 
cible. There was*al-^o a perpetual jealousy bettveen 
these two nations (the Greeks and Macedonians) 
which greatly increased tiieir courage, and made tlie 
resistance on each side very vigorous. On Alex- 
ander’s side, Ptolemy the son of Seleucus lost his 
life, with jhvndred and twenty Uher considerable 
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officers, who all had behaved with the utmost gal- 
lantry. . * . , 

In the mean time the right wing, which was vic- 
torious under its monarch, after defeating all who 
opposed it, wheeled to the left against those Greeks 
who were fighting with the rest of the Macedonian 
phalanx, charged them vigorously; and attacking 
them in flank, entirely routed them. 

At the very beginning of the engagement, the 
Persian cavalry which was in the right wing (with- 
out waiting for their being attacked by the Mace- 
donians) had crossed the river, and ru'shed upon 
the Thessalian horse, several of whose squadrons, 
were broke by it. Upon this, the remainder of the 
latter, in order to avoid the impetuosity of the first 
charge, and induce the Persians to break their ranks, 
made a feint of retiring, as terrified by the prodi- 
gious numbers of the enemy. The Persians seeing 
this, were filled with boldness and confidence, and 
thereupon the greatest part of tliem advancing with- 
out order or precaution, as to a certain victory, had 
no thoughts but of pursuing the enemy. Upon 
this, the Thessalians seeing them in such confusion, 
faced about on a sudden, aad renewed the fight 
with fresh ardour. The Persians made a brave de- 
fence, till they saw Darius put to flight, and the 
Greeks cut to pieces by the phalanx. 

The routing of the Persi^an cavalry completed the 
defeat of the army. The Persian horse suffered very 
much in the retreat, froip the great weight of the 
arms of their riders ; not to mention, that as they 
retired in disorder, and crowded in great numbers 
through the defiles, they bruised and unhorsed one 
another, and were more aniji/yed by their own 
soldiers than by the enemy. Besides, the Thessalian 
cavalry pursued them with so much fury, that they 
were as much shattered as the infantry, and lost as 
many men. 

With regard to Darius, as we before observed, 
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tlie instant he saw his left winij; broke, he was one of 
the first who fled in his chrfriot; but getting after- 
wards into craggy rugged places, he mounted on 
horseback, throwing down his bow, shield, and royal 
mantle. Alexander, however, did not attempt to 
pursue him, till he saw his phalanx had conquered 
the Greeks, andthe Persian horse put to flight; and 
this allowed the futritive irionarch to gain the start 
of his pursuers considerably. 

About eight thousand of the Greeks that were in 
Darius s jervice (with their ofliccrs at their head, 
who were very brave) retired over the mountains, 
towards Tripoli in Syria, u^ere, finding the trans- 
ports which had brought them from Lesbos upon 
dry ground, they fitted out as many of them as 
suited their pm»pose, and burnt the rest, to prevent 
their being pursued. 

As for the barbarians, having exerted themselves 
with bravf ry enough in the first attack, they after- 
wards gave w’ay in tlic most shameful manper; and, 
bdng intent upon nothing but saving themselves, 
they took different w\^ys. Some struck into the 
high road which led directly to Persia; others ran 
into woods and Iracly mountains ; and a small 
number retuaied to their camp, \Unch the victori- 
ous enemy had already taken and plundered. 

Sysigambis, Darius’s mother, and that monarch s 
queen, who also was his sister, had remained in it 
with two of the king’s daughters, a son of liis (a 
child), and some Persian ladies. For the rest of 
the women had been carried to Damascus, with 
part of Darius’s treasure, and all such things as 
contributed only to the luxury and magnificence of 
his court. No mCre than three thousand talents* 
were found in his cam[),; but the rest of the trea- 
sure fell afterwards into the hands of Parmenio, at 
liis taking the city of Damascus. 

Alexander, w'cary of pursuing Darius, seeing 


About 410,000/. sterling. 
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night draw on, and that it would be impossible for 
him to overtake that monarch, returned to the ene- 
my’s camp, which Ills soldiers had just before plun- 
A. M. dered. Such was the end of this memorable bat- 
Ant^^C fonght the fourth year of Alexander’s reign. 
”sV2. "The * Persians, either in the engagement or the 
rout, lost a great number of thfiir forces, both 
horse and foot ; but very few were killed on Alex- 
ander’s side. 

That very evening he invited the grandees of his 
court and his chief officers to a feast, at which he 
himself was present, notwithstanding the wound he 
had received, it having, only grazed the skin. But 
they were no sooner set down at table, than they 
heard from a neighbouring tent, a great noise, in- 
termixed with groans, which frighted all the com- 
pany ; insomuch tha*t the soldiers, who were upon 
guard before the king’s tent, ran to thfeir arms, 
being afraid of an insurrection. But it was found, 
that the .persons wllo made tliis clamour were the 
mother and wife of Darius, and the rest of the cap- 
tive ladies, who, supposing that prince dead, be- 
wailed his loss, according to the custom of the bar- 
barians, with . dreadful cries End bowlings. An 
eunuch, w ho had seen Darius’s cloak in the hands 
of a soldier, imagining he had killed him, and after- 
wards stripped him of tliat garment, had carried 
them that false account, t • 

It is said that Alexander, upon being told the 
leason of this false alanrr, could not refrain from 
tears, when he considered the sad calamity of Da- 
1 ius, and the tender disposition of those princesses, 
who seemed to have forgotten thoir own misfoj:- 
tiines, and to be sensible of hi#^ alone. He there- 
upon sent Leonatus, one of his chief courtiers, to 

* According U) Qiiintns Curtius and Arrian, the Persians 
lost a hundred thousand loot and, ten thousand horse, And 
thy former historian relates, that no more than a hundred and 
titty horse and three hundred foot were lost on Alesandei's 
which docs not seem very probable. 
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assure them that the maa whose death they be- 
wailed was alive. Leonatus, taking some soldiers 
with him, came to the tent of the princesses, and 
sent word, that he was come to pay them a visit in 
the king’s name. The persons who were at the 
entrance of the tent, seeing a band of armed men, 
imagined that their mistresses were undone ; and 
accordingly ran into the tent, crying aloud, that 
their last hour was come, and that soldiers were 
dispatched to murder them ; so that these prin- 
cesses beijg seized with the utmost distraction, did 
not make the least answer, but waited in deep 
silence for the orders of the conqueror. At last, 
Leonatus having staid a long time, and seeing no 
one appear, left his soldiers at the door, and came 
into the tent: but their terror increased, when they 
saw a man enter among them without being intro- 
duced.* ^^hey thereupon threw themselves at his 
feet, and entreated, that “ before he put them to 
death, they miglit be allowed to bury Darius 
after the manner of dieir country ; and that when 
they had paid this last duty to their king, they 
should die contented.” Leonatus answered, 
that ‘‘ Darius wa^ Tiving; and that so far from 
“ giving them* any offence, they should be treated 
as queens, and live in their former splendor.*^ 
SysigaiTibis^hearing this, began to recover her spi- 
rits, and permitted Lcortatus to give her his hand, 
to raise her from tlie grpund. 

The next day Alexander, after visiting the 
wounded, caused the last honours to be paid to the 
dead, in presence of the w hole army, drawm up in. 
order of battle, in >^ir richest accoutrements. He 
treated tlie Persians of distinction in the same man- 
ner, and permitted Darius’s motlicr to bury what- 
ever persons she pleased, according to the customs 
and ceremonies practised in her country. However, 
tiffs prudent princess used that permission in regard 
only to a few who were her near relations ; and 
that with such a modesty and reserve as slic thought 
• F 2 
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suited her present condition. The king testified 
his joy and gratitude to the whole army, especially 
to the chief oflScers, whose actions he applauded 
in the strongest terms, as well those of which he 
himself had been an eye-witness, as those which 
had been only related to him ; and he made pre- 
sents to all, according to their merit and rank. 

After Alexander had performed these several 
duties, truly worthy a great monarch, he sent a 
message to the queens, to inform them that he was 
coming to pay them a visit ; and accorditigly, com- 
manding all his train to withdraw^, he entered the 
tent, accompanied only by Hephaestion. He was 
his favourite, and as they had been brought up toge- 
ther, the king revealed all his secrets to him, and * 
nobody else dared t# speak so freely to him ; but 
even Hephaestion made so cautious and discreet an 
use of that liberty, that he seenicd to take* it, not 
so much out of inalination, as from a’ desire to 
obey the*king, who w'ould have it so. They were 
of the same age, but lJepha?stion was taller, so 
that the queens took him at first for the king, and 
paid him their respects as such : but some captive 
eunuchs shewing them Alexander, Sysigambis fell 
prostrate before him, and begged his pardon ; de- 
claring, that as she had never seen him, she hoped 
that consideration would plead hef apology. The 
king, raising her from the ground, replied, “ Dear 
‘I mother, you are not m"*stakcn, for he also is * 
Alexander ; a fine expression, vvhich does ho- 
nour to both ! Had Alexander alw^ays thought and 
acted in this manner, he would have justly merited 
the title of Great; but :}; fortu^./Tiad not yet cor- 


Lihertatis quoque in co admonendo nan alius jus hahehat ; 
quod tamen lia murpabut, vt magis d rege permissum qudm vin^ 
ilzcatum ab eo vidtn tur. Quint. Curtius: 

0 donum inciita: vocis, danti par iter atque aedpienti specio- 
wm/ Val. Max. 1. IV. c. 7. ’ * r t' 

X Std nondumfortuna sc animo tjus infuderat, Itaque oriaitem 
earn moderate et prudenter tuUt : ad ultimum magniludinm nus 
non ceptt, QtfiNT. Curt. 
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rupted his mind. He bore her at first with modera- 
tion ajnd wisdom ; but at Itfet she overpowered him, 
and he became unable to resist her. 

Sysigambis, strongly affected with these marks 
of goodness and humanity, could not forbear testi- 
fying her gratitude upon that account. ‘‘ Great 
‘‘ prince (said she to him), what words shall 1 find 
“ to express my thanks, in such a manner as may 
answer your generosity! You call me your mo- 
ther, and honour me still with the title of queen, 
whereas I confess myself your captive. I ^ know 
what I have been, and what I now am. I know 
the whole extent of my^past grandeur, and find 
I can support all the weight of my present ill 
“ fortune. But it will be glorious for you, as you 
now have an absolute power over us, to make us 
feel it by your clemency only, and not by ill 
trefctoent.” 

The king, after comforting the princesses, took 
Darius’s son in his arms. Tlie little chil,d, without 
discovering the least terror, embraced Alexander, 
who being affected with his confidence, and turn- 
ing about to Hepliaestion, said to him : O that 
‘‘ Darius had had-somc portion of his tender dis- 
“ position ?”. 

Xt is certain fhat Alexander, in this beginning of 
his career, behaved in such a manner, that he sur- 
passed, in clemency and goodness, all the kings his 
predecessors; and proved himself superior to a 
passion which conquet^and enslaves the strongest. 
Darius’s consort was the most lovely princess in the 
world, as Darius himself was the most beautiful of 
princes, and of ^ery tall and most majestic shape; 
and the princessesHheir daughters resembled them. 
They were, says Plutarch, in Alexander’s camp, 
not as in that of an enemy, but as in a sacred tem- 
ple, and a sanctuary assigned for Uie asylum of 
chastity and modesty^ in which all the princesses 

* Et prasterites fortune fastigium capio, et pressentis jugum pati 
possum. Quint. Curt. 



fO TH^^mJORY V 

retired, that they were not seen by any 
nor did any ofte dare to approach their 

fe even IM, Aat after the firat visH above- 
menltoned^ w^divwas 4 respectful and ceremonious 
one, Alexander, to avoid expc^^ii^ himself to the 
dangers of human frailty, took a adernn re^ution 
never to visit Darius’s queen any more. ** He him- 
self informs us of this memorable circumstance, in 
a letter written by him to* Parmenio, in which he 
commanded him to pot to death certain.Macedo- 
nians who had forced t^e wives of some foreign sol- 
diers. In this IfHar the following words occur; 
** For, as to myself, it will he found that I neither 
even saw, nor would see, the wife of Darius ; and 
“ did not suffer any gerson to speak of her beauty 
before me.” We are to remember that Alexander 
was young, victorious, and free, that is, not engaged 
in Damage, as has been observed of the first *Scipio 
on alike occasion. Juvenis, et tt DictoT * , 
To conclude, he treated these princesses with 
such humanity, that nothing but the remembrance 
that they were captiyes, could have made them 
sensible of their calamity ; and oi'\:tJl the advantages 
they possessed before, nothing was v/anting with 
regard to Alexander, but that trust and confidence, 
which no one can repose in an enemy, how kindly 
soever he behaves. ^ ^ ' 


^ Plut, in Alex. 


''yal. Max. I, ir. c. 3. 




"OP AIEXIITDER. 




Sect. VI. Akmnder marches victorms into Sy- 
ria. The treasures deposited in Damascus are 
delkercd to him, Darius writes a letter to 
Alexander in the most haughty termSy which 
he answers in the same style. The gates of the 
city rf Sidon are opened to him. Ahdolonymus 
is placed upon the throne against bis wilL 
Alexander lays siege to TyrCy xvhich, after hav- 
ing ritad^ a vigorous d fence for seven months, 
is taken by storm. The fulfilling of differet^t 
prophecies relating to Tyre. 

^ Alexander set out towards Syria, after having a.M. : 
consecrated three altars on’the river Pinarus, the : 

first to Jupiter, the second to Hercules, and 
third tQ Minerva, as so many monuments of his 
victory. He had sent Parrhc'iiio to Dpjascus, in 
which Darius’s treasure was deposited. The go- 
vernor of the city,* betraying his sovereign from 
whom he had now no further expectations, wrote 
to Alexander to acquaint him, that he was ready 
to deliver vpyinto his hands all the treasure and 
other rich stores of Darius. But being desirous of 
covering his Jtreason with a specious pretext, he 
pretended that he not secure in the city, so 
caused, by day-break, all the money and the richest 
things in it to be pat on mens backs, and fled 
away with the whole, seemingly with intention to 
secure them, but in reality to deliver \hem up to 
the enemy, had agreed with Parmenio, who 
had opened thtJetter addressed to the king. At 
the first sight of the fprees which this general head- 
ed, those who carried the burthens being frighted, 
threw them down, and fled away, as did the sol- 
diers whp convoyed them, and tiie governor him- 

^Diod, 1. xvii. p, 517, 518. Arrian, 1. ii. p. 83-~S6. Pint, 
in Alex, p* 678. Quint, Curt 1, iv. t. I. Justin. 1. xi, c. 10, 
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self, who appeared morp terrified than the rest 
On this occasion immense riches were seen scat- 
tered up and down the fields; all the gold and silr 
ver designed to pay so great an army ; the splendid 
equipages of so many great lords and ladies ; the 
golden vases and bridles, magnificent tents, and 
carriages abandoned by their drivers : in a word, 
whatever the long prosperity and frugality of so 
many kings had amassed during many ages, was 
abandoned to the conqueror. 

But the most moving part of this sad soene was 
to see the wives of the satraps and grandees of 
Persia, most of whom dragged their little children 
after them ; so much the greater objects of compas- 
sion, as they were less sensible of their misfortune. 
Among these w^ere three young princesses, daughters 
of Ochus, who had reigned before Darius ; the wi- 
dow of this Ochus; the daugtiter of Oxathres, bro- 
ther to Darius ; the wife of Artabazus, the greatest 
lord of the court, and his son Ilioneus. There 
were also taken prisoners tlie wife and son of Phar- 
nabazus, whom the king had appointed admiral of 
all the coasts ; three daughters of Mentor ; the 
wife and son of Memnon, that ilfustrious general ; 
indeed there was scarcely one noblv? family in all 
Persia but shared in this calamity. ^ 

Ihere also w ere found in Damasous the ambas- 
sadors of the Grecian cities,# particularly* those of 
Lacedaemon and Athens, wl^n Darius thought he 
had lodged in a safe asylum, when he put them 
under the protection of that traitor. 

Besides money and plate, w’hich afterwards 
coined, and amounted to immep^^sums, thirty 
thousand men and seven thousanePbeasts laden with 
baggage, were taken. * Pairaenio, in his letter to 
Alexander, informs him that he found in Damascus 
three hundred and twenty-nine of Darius’s concu- 
bines, ail admirably well skilled in music ; and also 


* Athen. 1. xiii. p. 607. 
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a multitude of officers, vvbos^e business was to regu- 
late and prepare every thing relating to entertain- 
ments ; such as to make wreaths, to prepare per- 
fumes and essences, to dress viands, to make the 
pastry, to preside over tlie wine cellars, to give out 
the wine, and ^similar offices. There were four 
hundred and ninety-two of these officers ; a train 
worthy a prince who runs to meet his ruin! 

Darius, who a few hours before was at the head 
of so mighty and splendid an army, and wJio came 
into the fi«ld mounted on a chariot, with the pride 
of a conqueror, rather than with the equipage of a 
warrior, was flying over plains, which, from being 
before covered with tlie infinite multitude of his 
forces, now appeared like a desert or vast solitude. 
This ill-fated prince rode swjftly the whole night, 
accompanied by a very few attendants : for all had 
not taken the same road, aihl most of those who 
accompanied him could not k^^ep up with him, as 
he often changed liis horses. At last he arrived at * 
Soclios, where he as^sembled the remains of his 
army, w hich amounted only to four thousand men, 
inc]udino[ Persians as well as foreigners; and from 
hence he made all possiljle haste to Thapsacus, m 
order to have^^he Euphrates between him and 
Alexander. ^ 

In the rnean time, Parmenio having carried all the 
booty into Damascus, fttie king commanded liim to 
take care of it, and likewise of the captives. Most 
of the cities of Syria surrendered at the first ap- 
proach of the conqueror. Being a i rived at Ma-^ 
rathqs^ he received a letter from Darius, in which 
he styled hims^'king, without bestowing that title 
on Alexander. H5 commanded ratlier than en- 
treated him, “ to ask any sum of money he should 
think proper, by way of ransom for his mother, 

his wife, and children. That with regard to 
0 

* This city was two or three days’ journey from the place 
where the battle was fought. 
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“ their dispute for empire, he might, if he thought 
proper, decide it in one general battle, to which 
both parties should bring an equal number of 
troops : but that in case he were still capable of 
complying with good advice, he would recom- 
“ mend to him to rest contented wjth the kingdom 
of his ancestors, and not invade that of another : 
‘‘ that they might henceforward live as good friends 
and faithful allies ; that he himself was ready to 
swear to the observance of these articles, and to 
** receive Alexanders oath/^ 

Tin's letter, which breathed so unseasonable a 
pride and haughtiness, ^exceedingly offended Alex- 
ander. He therefore wrote the following answer : 

Alexander the king to Darius. The ancient Da- 
** rius, whose namcryou assume, in former times 
entirely ruined the Greeks who inhabit the coasts 
of the Hellespont, and the lonians, our ancient 
colonies. He next crossed the sea at the head of 
a powerful army, and carried the war into the very 
heart of Macedonia and< Greece. After him, 
‘‘ Xerxes made another descent with a dreadful 
number of barbarians, in order to fight us ; and 
having been overcome in a naval engagement, he 
‘‘ left, at his retiring, Mardoniu^-irr Greece, who 
plundered our cities, and laid waste our plains. 
But who has not heard that Philip, my father, 
‘‘ w as assassinated by wretches suborned thereto by 
‘‘ your partizans, in hope^f a great rew ard ? For 
‘‘ it is customary w ith the l^rsians to undertake im- 
‘‘ pious wars, and, when armed in the field, to set 
a price upon the heads of their enemies. And 
even you yourself, very lately^^slftibugh at the head 
of a vast army, promised rlevertheless a thou- 
sand talents to any person who should kill me. I 
‘‘ therefore only defend myself, and am not the ag- 
gressor. And consequently the gods, who always 
“ declare for the just cause, have favoured my arms; 
‘‘ and, aided by their protection, I have subjected 
a great part of Asia, and defeated you, Darius, 
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in a pitched battle. However, though I ought 
not to grant any request you make, since you 
have not acted fairly in this war; nevertheless, in 
case you will appear before me in a supplicating 
“ posture, I give you my word, that I will restore 
to you, without any ransom, your mother, your 
' ^ wife, and children. I will let you see tliat I know 
how to conquer, and to oblige the conquered.^ 
If you are afraid of suj;rendering yourself to me, 
I now assure you, upon my honour, that you 
may do»it without the least danger, lint re- 
member, when you next write to me, tlnH you 
write not only to a king, but to your king.” 
Thersippus was ordered to carry this letter. 

Alexander, iparcliingfrom thence into Phoenicia, 
the citizens of Ilyblos opened, their gates to him. 
Every one submitted as be advanced ; but no peo- 
ple did tills with greater pleasure than the Sido- 
Ilians. We have seen in wlia^ manner Ochiis had 
destroyed their city eighteen years before^ and put 
all the inhabitants of i^ to the sword. After he was 
returned into Persia, those of tlie citizens, who, 
upon account of tlieir traffic, or for some other 
cause, had been absent, and by that means had 
escaped the nras^cre, returned IbUher, and rebuilt 
their city. But^they had retained sucli an abhor- 
rence of the Pen>ians, on account ol this barbarous 
act, that tfiey were overjoyed at this opportunity 
to throw off their yoke; and consequently they were 
the first in that country vvho sent to make their sub- 
mission to theconqueror, inopposition to Strato their 
king, who had declared in favour of Darius. Alex- 
ander dethroneiT' him, and permitted Hepha^stion 
to elect in his stead* whomsoever of the Sidonians 
he should judge worthy of so exalted a station. 

This favourite w^as quartered at the house of two 
young men, who were brothers, and of the most 
considerable family in'the city; to these he offered 
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* Ei vincerc, et conmkrc victh scio. Q. Cl bt. 
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the crown : but they refused it, telling him, that ac- 
cording to the laws of tlieir country, no person could 
ascend the throne unless be were of the blood royal. 
Hephaestion admiring this greatness of soul, which 
could contemn what others strive to obtain by fire 
and sword ; “ Continue (says he to them) in this 
“ way of thinking ; you, who are fhe first that ever 
were sensible that it is much more glorious to re- 
fuse a diadem than to accept it. However, name 
me some person of the royal family, who may re- 
“ member, when he is king, that it was you who set 
the crown on his head.” Tlie brothers, observ- 
ing that several through excessive ambition aspired 
to this high station, and to obtain it paid a servile 
court to Alexanders favourites, declared tliat they 
did not know any person more worthy of the dia- 
dem than one Abdolonymus, descended, though 
remotely, from the royal line ; but who, at the same 
time, was so poor, that he was obliged, to get his 
bread by day-labour in a garden without the city. 
His honesty and integrity had reduced him, as well 
as many more, to such extreme poverty. Solely 
intent upon his labour, he did not hear the clashing 
of the arms which had shaken all Asia. 

Immediately the two brothers -xept in search of 
Abdolonymus, with the royal garments, and found 
him weeding his garden. They tjien saluted him 
king, and one of them addi;essed him thus : “ You 
“ must now change your tatters for the dress I 
“ have brought you. Put off the mean and con- 
tcmptible habit in which you have grown old;* 
assume the sentiments of a prince; but when you 
‘‘ are seated on the throne, continu*^to preserve the 
virtue which made you worthy^ of it. And when 
you shall have ascended it, and by that means her 
come the supreme dispenser of life and death 

* Regis animtm, et in tarn J(prtunam qua dignus ts,isiam 

continaitimn projer. Ef, czlm in regali soHo residebis, vit^t ne« 
risque onwiiun civium dominus, cave obliviscaris hujus statius in 
quo accipis regnum, imo hercuk, propter quern. Qviffx. Curt. 
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over all your citizens, be sjure never to forget the 
condition in which, or rather for ‘which, you were 
elected/' Abdolonymus looked upon the whole 
as a dream, and, unable to guess the meaning of it, 
asked if they were not ashamed to ridicule him in 
that manner. IJut, as he made a greater resistance 
than suited their inclinations, they themselves \vash- 
ed'him, and threw over his shoulders a purple robe, 
richly embroidered with gold ; then, after repeated 
oaths of their being in earnest, the}^ conducted hiiii 
to the palace. 

The news of this was immediately spread over the 
whole city. Most of the inhabitants were overjoyed 
at it, but some murmured, especially the rich, who, 
despising Abdglonymus’s former abject state, could 
not forbear shewing their re,sentment upon that 
account in the king’s court. Alexander commanded 
the new-elected prince to be sent for; and after sur- 
veying hmi attentively a long time, spoke thus : 

Thy * air and mien do not contradict \’*hat is re- 
** lated of thy extraction ; but I should be glad to 
know with what frame of mind thou didst bear 
thy poverty.” — Would to the gods (replied he) 
“ that I may bear this crown with equal fortitude. 
These hands iiave procured me all 1 desired; and 
w hilst I possessed nothing, I w^anted nothing." 
This answ;er gare Alexander a high idea of Abdo- 
lonyinus s virtue ; so tlMt lie presented him not only 
with all the rich furniture which had belonged to 
Strato, but with part of the Persian plunder, and 
likewise annexed one of the neighbouring provinces 
to his dominions. 

* Corporis, inquit, habitus, fama generic no?i repugnat, Sed 
libet scire, inopiam qudpatiefltid luleris, 'I'lim illc : Utinam, in~ 
quit, eodeni anivio regnum^ pati possimf lJt£ niunus suffecere dc 
iiderio meo. Nihil fuibcnti, nihil defuit, Q. Curt. 

• 

t The tliought is beautiful and just. He consider^ the regal 
power as a burthen, more difficuit to be borne than poverty : 
regman pati. 
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** Syria and Phoenicia were already subdued by 
the Macedonians, the city of Tyre excepted. This 
city «as justly entitled the queen of the sea, that 
element bringing to it the tribute of all nations. 
She boasted of being the first that invented navi- 
gation, and taught mankind the art of braving the 
wind and waves by the assistance' of a frail bark. 
The happy situation of Tyre, the convenience and 
extent of its ports, the character of its inhabitants, 
who were industrious, laborious, patient, and ex- 
tremely courteous to strangers, invited tliAther mer- 
chants from all parts of the globe ; so tliat it might 
be considered, not so much as a city belonging to 
any particular nation, as the common city of all na- 
tions, and the centre of their commerce. 

Upon Alexander’s advancing towards it, the Ty- 
rians sent him an embassy with presents for him- 
self, and l efreshments for his army. They were will- 
ing to have him for their friend, but not for their 
master; so that when he discovered a desire of en- 
tering their city, in order to offer a sacrifice to Her- 
cules, its tutelar god, they refused him admission. 
But this conqueror, after gaining so many victories, 
had too haughty a spirit to put up with such an 
aflront, and tliereupon was resolvdd to force them 
to it by a siege, w hich they, on the other side, were 
determined to sustain with the utmost vigour. The 
spring w as now coming on. t Tyre was at that time 
seated in an island of the sea, about a quarter of a 
* league from the contincilt. It was surrounded 
vA ith a strong wall a hundred and fifty feet high, 
which the w aves of the sea washed : and the Car- 
thaginians (a colony fiom Tyre), a fljighty people, 
and sovereigns of the ocean, ■^bose ambassadors 
w ere at that time in the city^ offering to Hercules, 

Diod. 1. xvii. p. 518 — 52.5. Arrian,!, ii. p. 87 — 100. Plut. 
in Alex. p. 678 & (3/ 9. Q. Curl. 1. iV. c. 2, 3, 4. Justin. l.xt. 
c. 10. 

* four furlongs. 
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according to ancient custom, an annual sacrifice, 
had engaged themselves to succour the Tyrians. 
It was this that made them so haughty. Firmly 
determined not to surrender, they fix macliines 
on the ramparts and on the towers, arm their 
young men, and build work-houses for the artifi- 
cers, of whom ‘there were great numbers in the 
city ; so that every part resounded w ith tl)e noise 
of warlike preparations. ^ They likewise made iron 
grapples to throw on the enemy’s works, and tear 
them away; as also cramp-irons, and such-like in- 
struments, invented for tlie defence of cities. 

T Alexander imagined thajt tiiere were essential 
reasons why he should possess himself of Tyre. 
He was sensible that he could not invade Fgypt 
easily, so long as the Persians should be masters 
of the sea; nor pursue Darius with safety, in case 
he should leave behind him so large an extent of 
country, the inliabitants of which were eitfier ene- 
mies, or suspected to be so. He likewise was 
afraid, lest some insurrection should break out in 
Greece ; and that his enemies, after having retaken 
in his absence the maritime cities of Asia Minor, 
and increased their fleet, might make his country 
the seat of war >!hile be was employed in pursuing 
Darius in the plains of llabylon. These appre- 
hensions w'ere tlie more justly grounded, as the 
Lacedseino’nians had do, dared openly against him ; 
and the Athenians sided with him more out of fear 
than affection. Hut, irf case he should conquer 
Tyre, all Phoenicia being then subject to him, he 
would be able to dispossess the Persians of half 
their naval arnfy, which consisted of the fleet of 
that province; and •would soon make himself ma- 
ster of the island of Cyprus and of Egypt, which 
could not resist him the instant he wiis become 
master at sea. 

On the other side, it should seem, that, accord- 
ing to all the rules of war, Alexander, after the 
battle of Issus, ought to have pursued Darius vi- 
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goroUsly, and neither t^iven him an opportunity of 
recovering from the 4ight into which his defeat 
had thrown him, nor allowed him time to raise a 
new army; the success of the enterprise, which 
appeared infallible, being the only thing that could 
make him formidable and superior to all his ene- 
mies. Add to this, that in case Alexander should 
fail irThis attempt to take this city (which was not 
very unlikely), he would discredit his own arnjs, 
would lose the fruit of his victories, and prove to 
the enemy that he was not invincible. „But God, 
who had appointed tliis monarch to chastise the 
pride of Tyre, as will^be seen hereafter, did not 
once permit those thoughts to enter his mind ; but 
determined him to. lay siege to the place, in spite 
of all the difficulties which opposed so hazardous 
a design, and the many reasons wdjich should have 
prompted him to pursue quite different iheasures. 

It was impossible to come near this city in order 
to storm jt, w ithout making a causeway which would 
reach from the continent to the island ; and an at-- 
tempt of this kind would be’ attended with difficul- 
ties that were seemingly insurmountable. The little 
arm of the sea, which separated the island from 
the continent, was exposed to the*^e?t wind, which 
often raised such dreadful stormft there, that the 
waves would in an instant sweep a\i'ay all his works. 
Besides, as the city was sufrounded on all sides by 
the sea, there was no fixing scaling-ladders, nor 
erecting batteries, but at«a distance in the ships; 
and tlic wall, which projected into the sea towards 
the lower part, prevented people from landing; 
not' to mention that the inilitary«^engines, which 
might have been put on board the galleys, could 
not do much execution, waves were so very 
tumultuous. 

But nothing was capable of checking or van- 
quishing the resolution of Alexander, who w as de- 
termined to carry the city at any rate. However, 
as the few vessels he possessed lay at a great distance 
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from him, and the siege of^so strong a place might 
possibly last a long time, and so retard his other en- 
terprises, he thouglit proper first to attempt an ac- 
commodation. Accordingly, he sent heralds, who 
proposed a peace between Alexander and their city ; 
but these the Ijrians killed, contrary to the law of 
nations, and threw them from the top of the walls 
into the sea. Alexander, exasperated at so cruel 
an outrage, formed a resolution at once, and em- 
ployed his whole attention in raising a dike. He 
found in the ruins of old Tyre, w^hich stood on the 
continent, and was called Palse-Tynis, materials to 
make piers, and he took all the stones and rubbish 
from it. Mount Libanus, wJiich was not far distant 
from it, so fatuous in Scripture for its cedars, fur- 
nished him with wood for piles and other timber 
wmrk. 

The soldiers began the pier with great alacrity, 
being animated by the presepfre of their sovereign, 
who himself gave out all the orders ; *and who, 
* knowing peifoctly hpw to insinuate himself into tlie 
good will, and to gain the affections of his troops, ex- 
cited some by praises, and others by slight repri- 
mands, intermixed with kind expressions, and soft- 
ened by promioes. At first they advanced with 
pretty great spAed, the piles being easily driven into 
the slime, whiol^i served as mortar for the stones ; 
and as the place where these works were carrying 
on was at some distance from the city, they went on 
without interruption. ’But the farther they went 
from the shore, the greater difficulties they met 
with : because the sea was deeper, and the work- 
men were vei*y much annoyed by the darts dis- 
charged from the •top of the walls. The enemy, 
who were masters of the sea, coming forward in 
boats, and raking the dike on each side, prevented 
the Macedonians from carrying it on with vigour. 
Then adding insults* to their attacks, they cried 


♦ Hand quaquam rudi$ tractandi militarea aninm, Q. Curt. 
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aloud to Alexander’s soldiers, ‘‘ That it was a noble 

sight to see those conquerors, w hose names were 

so renowned all the world over, carrying burthens 
** on their backs like so many beasts.” And they 
would afterwards ask them in a contemptuous tone 
of voice, Whether Alexander w^ej'e greater than 
** Neptune ; and whether he pretended to prevail 
“ over that god ?” 

But these taunts did bill, inflame the courage of 
the soldiers. At last the causeway appeared above 
water, began to shew a level of a considerable 
breadth, and to approach the city. Then the be- 
sieged perceiving with ♦terror the vastness of the 
work, which the sea had till then kept from their 
sight, came in barks in order to view the bank, 
which was not yet firm- These barks were full of 
slingers, bowmen, and others, who hurled javelins, 
and even fire ; and being spread to the right and 
left about the bank, fhey shot on all sides upon the 
workmen, several of whom were wounded ; it not 
being possible for them to ward oflf the blows, be* 
cause of the great ease and swiftness w ith which the 
boats moved backwards and forwards ; so that they 
were obliged to leave the work to defend themselves. 
It was therefore resolved, that skinsv\Dd sails should 
be spread to cover the workmen ; and that two 
wooden towers should be raised at*the head of the 
bank, to prevent the approaches of the enemy. 

On the other side, the Tyrians made a descent on 
the shore, out of the view df the camp, where they 
landed some soldiers, who cut to pieces those that 
carried the stones ; and on mount Libanas there 
also were some Arabian peasants, \fho meeting the 
Macedonians straggling up an<f down, killed near 
thirty of them, and took prisoners very near the 
same number. These small losses obliged Alex* 
ander to separate his troops into diflPerent bodies. 

The besieged, in the meantime, employed every 
invention, every stratagem that could be devised, to 
ruin the enemy’s works. They took a transport- 
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vessel, and filling it with vine-branches and other 
dry materials, made a large enclosure near the prow, 
wherein they threw all these things, with sulphur 
and pitch, and other combustible matters. In the 
middle of this enclosure they set up two masts, to 
each of which .they fixed two sail-yards, on which 
were hung kettles full of oil, and such-like unctuous 
substances. They afterwards loaded the hinder part 
of the vessel with stones and sand, in order to raise 
the prow; and taking advantage of a favourable 
wind, thdy towed it to sea by the assistance of their 
galleys. As soon as they were come near the 
towers, they set fire to thS vessel, and drew it to- 
wards the extremity of the causeway. In the 
mean time the sailors, who were in it, leaped into 
the sea and swam away. ’Immediately the fire 
catched, with great violence, the towers, and the 
rest of the works which were at the head of the 
causeway ; and the sail yards being driven back- 
ward and forwards, threw oil upon the fire, and 
increased the flame. • And, to prevent the Mace- 
donians from extinguishing it, the Tyrians, who 
were in their galleys, were perpetually hurling at 
the towers fiery darts and burning torches, inso- 
much that th’effe was no approaching them. Seve- 
ral Macedonians lost their lives in a miserable 
manner on the Causeway ; being either shot through 
with arrows, or burht to death; whilst others, 
throwing down their ^rms, leaped into the sea. 
But as they were swimming away, the Tyrians, 
choosing to take them alive rather than kill them, 
maimed their Jiands with clubs and stones; and 
after disabling theiy, carried them off. At the same 
time the besieged, coming out of the dty in little 
boats, beat down the ^ges of the causeway, tore 
up its stakes, and burnt the rest of the engines. 

Alexander, thou^ he saw most of his designs 
defeated, and his works demolished, was not at all 
dejected with his loss and disappointment. His 
soldiers endeavoured, with redoubled vigour, to re- 
• o 'J 
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pair the ruins of the causeway ; and made and 
planted new machines with such incredible celerity, 
as quite astonished the enemy'. Alexander himself 
was present on all occasions, and superintended 
every part of the works. His presence and great 
abilities caused them to advance still more than the 
multitude of hands employed in them. The whole 
was near finished, and brought almost to the w-all 
of the city, when there arose on a sudden an impetu- 
ous wind, which drove the waves with so much fury 
against the bank, that the cement and other things 
that bound it gave way, and the water rushing 
through the stones, broke it in the middle. As soon 
as the great heap of stones which supported the 
earth was thrown down, the w’hole scnk at once, as 
into an abyss. <• 

Any other than Alexander would thajt instant 
have quite laid aside his enterprise ; and indeed he 
himself debated whether he should not “raise the 
siege. But a superior Power, who had foretold and 
sworn the ruin of Tyre, and ?vhose orders, without 
being conscious of it, this prince only executed, 
prompted him to continue the siege, and dispelling 
all his fear and anxiety, inspired him with courage 
and confidence, and fired the breasts' of his whole 
army with the same sentiments. Por now the sol- 
diers, as if but that moment arrived befofe the city, 
forgetting all the toils they had undergone, began to 
raise a new mole, at which they worked incessantly. 

Alexander was sensible, that it would npt be pos- 
sible for him either to complete the causeway, or 
take the city, as long as the Tyrians ^hould continue 
masters at sea. He therefore resolved to assemble 
before Sidon his few remaining galleys. At the same 
time, the kings of * Aradds and Byblos, hearing 
that Alexander had conquered their cities, abandon- 
ed the Persian fleet, and joined him with their vessels, 
and those of the Sidonians, which made in all eighty 
sail. There arrived also, much about the same time, 

^ Cities of Phoenicia. 
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ten galleys from Rhodes, three from Soli and Mallos, 
ten from Lycia, and one from Macedonia of fifty 
oars. A little after, the kings of Cyprus, hearing 
that the Persian army had been defeated near the 
city of Issus, and that Alexander had possessed 
himself of Phoenicia, brought him ai reinforcement 
of upwards of oVie hundred and twenty galleys. 

The king, whilst his soldiers were preparing the 
ships and engines, took some troops of horse, with 
his own regiment of guards, and marched towards a 
mountain pf Arabia, called Antilibanus. The ten- 
der regard he had for his old tutor, who was ab- 
solutely resolved to follQ,w his pupil, exposed 
Alexander to very great danger. This was Ly- 
simachus, who gave the name of Achilles to his 
scholar, and called himself * Phoenix. When the 
king was got to the foot of the mountain, he leaped 
from his* horse, and began to walk. His troops 
got a considerable way before him. It was already 
late, and Alexander not being willing to .leave his 
preceptor, who was very corpulent, and scarce able 
to walk, was by that* means separated from his 
little army, accompanied only by a very few 
soldiers ; and in this manner spent the whole night 
very near the,egemy, who were so numerous, that 
they might easily have overpowered him. However, 
his usud good fprtune and courage extricated him 
from this danger; so l^hat, coming up afterwards 
with his forces, he advanced forward into the coun- 
try, took all the strong places either by force or ca- 
pitulation, and returned the eleventh day to Sidon, 
where he found Alexander, son of Polemocrates, 
who had broi^ht him a reinforcement of four 
thousand Greeks fr#m Peloponnesus. 

The fleet being ready, Alexander took some sol- 
diers from among his guards, and these he em- 
barked with him, in order to employ them in close 
fight with the enemy*; and then set sail towards 


* It is well known that Phoenix was governor to Achilles. 
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Tyre in order of battle. He himself was on the 
extremity of the right wing, which extended itself 
towards the main ocean, being accompanied by 
the kings of Cyprus and Phoenicia ; the left was 
commanded by Craterus. The Tyrians were at first 
determined to give battle ; but after they heard of 
the uniting of these forces, and saw the army ad* 
vance, which made a grand appearance (for Alex- 
ander had halted to wait the coming up of his left 
wing), they kept all their galleys in the harbours, to 
prevent the enemy from entering them. ,)Vhen the 
king saw this, be advanced nearer the city ; and 
finding it would be impossible for him to force the 
jjort which lay towards Sidon, because of the ex- 
treme narrowness of the entrance, and its being de- 
fended by a large number of galleys, all whose 
prows were turned towards the main ocean, he only 
sunk three of them which lay without, afid after- 
wards came to an anchor with his whole fleet, pretty 
near the .mole, along the shore, where his ships 
rode in safety. 

Whilst all these things were doing, the new mole 
was carried on with great vigour. The workmen 
threw into the sea whole trees with all their branches 
on them ; and laid great stones over^hese, on which 
they put other trees, and the latter they covered with 
a kind of unctuous earth, which served instead of 
mortar. Afterwards heaping more trees and stones 
on these, the whole thus joined together formed one 
entire body. This causeway w'as made wider than 
the former, in order that the towers that were built 
in the middle might be out of the reach of such ar- 
rows as should he shot from those ships which might 
attempt to break down the edges of the bank. The 
besieged, on the other side, exerted themselves with 
extraordinary bravery, and did all that lay in their 
power to stop the progress of tbe work. But nothing 
was of so much service to thdin as their divers, who 
swimming under water, came unperceived quite up 
to the bank, and with books drew such branches to 
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tbem as projected beyond the work; and pulling 
forward with great strength, Forced away every thing 
that was over them. This was one expedient by 
which the work was retarded ; however, after many 
delays, the patience of the workmen surmounting 
every obstacle, it was at last finished in its utmost 
perfection. The Macedonians placed military en- 
gines of all kinds on the causeway, in order to shake 
the walls with battering-rams, and hurl on the be- 
sieged arrows, stones, and burning torches. 

At the same time Alexander ordered the Cyprian 
fleet, commanded by Andromachus, to take its sta- 
tion before the harbour which lay towards Sidon; 
and that of Phoenicia before the harbour on the 
other side of die causeway facing Egypt ; towards 
that part where his own tept vvas pitched; and 
made preparations for attacking the city on every 
side. The Tyrians, in their turn, prepared for a 
vigorous defence. On that side which lay towards 
the causeway, they had erected towers og the wall, 
which was of a predictions height, and of a propor- 
tionable breadth, the wdiole built with great stones 
cemented together witii mortar. I'iie access to any 
other part w^as very near as difticult, the enemy hav- 
ing fenced the /oot of the wall with great stones, to 
keep the enem^^from approaching it. The business 
then was, first to draw these away, which could not 
be done lJut with tlie utmost difficulty, because the 
soldiers could not keep very firm on their legs, 
in the ships. Besides/ the Tyrians advanced with 
covered galleys, and cut the cables which held tlie 
ships at anchor : so that Alexander was obliged to 
cover, in like? manner, several vessels of thirty 
rowers each, and tt> station these across, to secure 
the anchors from the attacks of tlie lyrian galleys. 
But still, the divers came and cut them unperceived, 
so that they were at last forced to fix them with 
iron chains. After *this, they drew these stones 
with cable-ropes, and carrying them off with en- 
dues, they were throw n to the bottom of the sea, 
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where it was not possible for them to do any further 
mischief. The foot of* the wall being thus cleared, 
the vessels had very easv access to it. In this man- 
ner the Tyrians were invested on all sides, and at- 
tacked at the s^lme time both by sea and land. 

The Macedonians had joined (two and two) gal- 
leys, of four banks of oars, in sucH a manner, that 
the prows were fastened, and the sterns so far dis- 
tant one from the other, as was necessary for tl>e 
pieces of timber between them to be of a proper 
length. After this they threw from one stern to the 
other sail-yards, which w’ere fastened together by 
planks laid across, in ouderfor the soldiers to stand 
fast on that space. The galleys being thus equip- 
ped, they rowed towards the city, and shot (under 
covert) against thosq who defended the walls, the 
prows serving them as so many parapets. The 
king caused them to advance about midnight, in 
order to surround the walls, and make a general 
assault. pThe Tyrians now gave themselves for 
lost, wdien on a sudden the sky was overspread 
with such thic]< clouds, as quite took away the faint 
glimmerings of light which before darted through 
the gloom. The sea rises by insensible degrees; 
and the billow s being swelled by fury of the 
winds, raise a dreadful storm. U nc vessels dash 
one against the other with so much violence, that 
the cables, w hich liefore fastqned them together, are 
either loosened, or break to pieces; the planks split, 
and, making a horrible cra.^h, carry off the soldiers 
w ith them ; for the tempest w’as so furious, that it 
w^as not possible to manage or steer galleys thus 
fastened together. The soldier waS» a hinderance 
to the sailor, and the sailor to the soldier ; and, as 
happens on such occasions, those took the com- 
mand whose business it was to obey ; fear and anxie- 
ty throwing all things into confusion. But now the 
rowers exerted themselves with so much vigour, that 
they got the better ot the sea, and seemed to rescue 
by main force their ships from the waves. At last 
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they brought them near the shore, but the greatest 
part in a shattered condition. 

At the same time there arrived at Tyre thirty am- 
bassadors from Carthage, who did not bring the 
least succours, though they had promised sucli 
mighty things. Instead of this, they only made 
excuses, declaring that it was with the greatest grief 
the Carthaginians found themselves absolutely un- 
able to assist the Tyrians in any manner : for that 
they themselves were engaged in a war, not as * be- 
fore for cijipire, but to save their country. And 
indeed the Syracusans u ere laying waste all Africa 
at that time with a powerful army, and liad pitcJicd 
their cani[) not far from the walls ot Carthage. I’lie 
Tyrians, thougli the great hopes they had conceived 
were thus frustrated, w ere no ways dejected. They 
only took the wise precaution of sending most of 
their wolnen and children to Carthage, in order 
that they themselves might be in a condition to de- 
fend themselves to the last extremity, and Ijear more 
courageously the greatest calamiiiis which might 
befall them, when they had once lodged, in a secure 
asylum, what they most valued in tlie woi ld. 

There was in the city a brazen statue ot Apollo, 
of an enormoiis size. 1 his Colossus had iormerly 
stood in the cit^of Gela in Sieily. ' The Carthagi- 
nians having talten it about the year 412 before 
Christ, had given it, by^ way of present, to the city 
of Tyre, which theyahvays considered as the mother 
of Carthage. 'J’he Tyrians had set it up in their 
city, and worship was paid to it. During the siege, 
inconsequence of a dream which one of the citizens 
had, the Tyrians imagined that Apollo was deter- 
mined to leave themt and go over to Alexander. Im- 
mediately they fastened,w ith a gold chain his statue 
to Hercules’s altar, to prevent the deity from leav- 
ing them. For these people were silly enough to 
believe, that after bis statue was thus fastened down, 

* Died. ]. xiii. p. 22G, 

* See vol. I. in the history of Carthage. 
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it would not be possible for him to make bis escape ; 
and that he would be prevented from doing so by 
Hercules, the tutelar god of the city. What a 
strange idea the heathens had of their divinities ! 

Some of the Tyrians proposed the restoring of a 
sacrifice which had been discontinued for many 
ages ; and this was, to sacrifice a cf»ild born of free 
pai'ents to Saturn. The Carthaginians, who had 
borrowed this sacrilegious pustom from their found* 
ers, preserved it till the destruction of their city; 
and had not tlie old men, who were invested with 
the greatest authority in Tyre, opposed the design, 
this cruelly superstitious custom would have pre- 
vailed over every sentiment of humanity. 

The Tyrians, finding their city exposed every 
moment to be taken J»y storm, resolved to fall upon 
the Cyprian fleet, which lay at anchor on the side 
towards Sidon. They took the opportunity to do 
this at a time when tjie seamen of Alexamler’s fleet 
were dispersed up and down ; and when be him- 
self was withdrawn to his tent, pitched on the sea- 
shore. Accordingly they came out, about noon, 
with thirteen galleys, all manned with choice sol- 
diers who were used to sea-fights ; and rowing with 
all their might, came thundering on* the enemy’s 
vessels. Part of them they fouhd empty, and 
the rest had been manned in great haste. Some 
of these they sunk, and drove several of them 
against the shores, where they were dashed to 
pieces. The loss would have been still greater, 
had not Alexander, the instant he heard of this 
sally, advanced at the bead of his whole fleet with 
all imaginable dispatch against the Tyrians. How- 
ever, these did not wait his edming up, but with- 
drew into the harbour, after having also lost some 
of their ships. 

And now the engines playing, the city was warmly 
attacked on all sides, and a4 vigorously defended. 
The besieged, taught and animated by the imminent 
danger, and the extreme necessity to which they 
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were reduced, invented daily new arts to defend 
themselves, and repulse the 'enemy. They warded 
off all the darts discharged from the balistas against 
them by the assistance of turning-wheels, which 
either broke them to pieces, or carried them another 
way. They deadened the violence of the stones 
that were hurled at them, by setting up a kind of 
sails and curtains made of a soft substance, which 
easily gave way. To annoy the ships which ad- 
vanced against their walls, they fixed cranes, grap- 
pling iron^ and scythes, to joists or beams ; then 
straining their catapultas (an enormous kind of 
cross-bows), they laid ihosQ great pieces of timber 
upon them instead of arrows, and shot them off on 
a sudden at the enemy. These crushed some to 
pieces by their great weight ; apd the hooks or pen- 
sile scythes, nith which tliey were armed, tore 
others to'pieces, and did considerable damage to 
their shipi. 'J'hey also had brazen shields, which 
they drew red-iiot out of the fire ; and, filling tliese 
with burning-sand, hurled them in an instant from 
the top of the wall upon the enemy. There was no- 
thing the Macedonians so much dreaded as tliis last 
invention ; for, the moment this burning sand got to 
the flesh, throuj*h the crevices in the armour, it 
pier ced to the v>ry bone, and stuck so close, that 
there was no pplling it ofl^ ; so tliat the soldiers 
throwing down their arnj|s, and tearing tlieir clothes 
to pieces, were in this manner exposed, naked and 
defenceless, to the shot of the enemy. 

It was then that Alexander, discouraged at so 
vigorous a defence, debated seriously, whether it 
would not be p?oper for him to raise tlic siege, and 
go into Egypt : for after having overrun Asia with 
prodigious rapidity, he found his progress unhappily 
retarded; and lost, before a single city, the opportu- 
nity of executing a great many projects of infinitely 
greater importance. On the other side, he consider- 
ed that it would be a great blemish to his reputa- 
tion, which had done him greater service tlian his 
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arms, should he leave Tyre behind him, as a proof 
to the world, that he was not invincible. He there- 
fore resolved to make a last effort with a greater 
number of ships, which he manned with the flower 
of his army. Accordingly, a second naval engage- 
ment was fought, in which the Tyrians, after fight- 
ing with intrepidity, were obliged to draw off their 
whole fleet towards the city. The king pursued their 
rear very close, but was not able to enter the har- 
bour, being repulsed by arrows shot from the walls : 
however, he either took or sunk a great^number of 
their ships. 

Alexander, after letting his forces repose them- 
selves two days, brought forward his fleet and his 
engines, in order to attempt a general assault Both 
the attack and defence were now more vigorous than 
ever. The courage of the combatants increased 
with the danger ; and each side, animatfed by the 
most powerful motives, fought like lions. ^Wherever 
the battering-rams had beat down any part of the 
wall, and the bridges were throw n out, instantly the 
Argyraspides mounted the breach with the utmost 
valour, being headed by Admetus, one of the 
bravest officers in the army, w ho was killed by the 
thrust of a * partisan, as he was encouraging his 
soldiers. The presence of the king, and especially 
the example he set, fired his troqps with unusual 
bravery. He himself ascended one of the towers, 
which was of a prodigious height, and there was ex- 
posed to the greatest danger his courage had ever 
made him hazard : for, being immediately known 
by his insignia and the richness of his armour, he 
served as a mark for all the arrowi5 of the enemy. 
On this occasion he performed wonders ; killing, 
with javelins, several of tjiose who defended the 
wall ; then advancing nearer to them, he forced some 
with his sword, and others with his shield, either 
into the city or the sea ; the tower where he fought 
almost touching the wall. He soon went over it, 

* A kind of halbert. 
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by the assistance of floating.bridges, and followed 
by the nobility, possessed himself of two towers, 
and the space between them. The battering-rams 
had already made several breaches ; the fleet had 
forced the harbour ; and some of the Macedonians 
had possessed themselves of the towers which were 
abandoned. The Tyrians, seeing the enemy ma- 
ster of their rampart, retired towards an open place, 
called the square of Agenor, and there stood their 
ground ; but Alexander marching up with his regi- 
ment of ftody-guards, killed part of them, and 
obliged the rest to fly. At the same time, the city 
being taken on that side which lay towards the har- 
bour, the Macedonians ran up and down in every 
, quarter, sparing no person who came in their way, 
being highly exasperated at the long resistance of 
the besieged, and the barbarities they had exercised 
towards some of their comrades, who had been 
taken in their return from Sicloii, and thrown from 
the battlements, after their throats had been cut in 
the sight of the w hole army. 

The Tyrians, seeing themselves overpowered on 
all sides, some fly to the temples, to implore the 
assistance of the gods ; others, shutting themselves 
in their houses; ^scape the sword of the conqueror 
by a voluntary death ; others rush upon the enemy, 
firmly resolved to sell their lives at the dearest 
rate. Most of the citizens were got on the house- 
tops, whence they threw stones, and whatever 
came first to hand, upon such as advanced for- 
ward into the city. The king gave orders to kill 
all the inhabitants (those excepted who had shel- 
tered themselves in the temples), and to set fire 
to every part of Tyre. Although this order was 
published by sound of trhmpet, yet not one person 
who carried arms fled to the asylums. The temples 
were filled with such young women and children 
only as hdd remained in the city. The old men 
waited at the doors of their houses, in expectation 
every instant of being sacrificed to the rage of the 
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soldiets. tt is true^ indeed, that the Sidonian 
soldiers, who were in Alexander’s camp, saved 
great numbers of them. For, having entered the 
city indiscriminately with the conquerors, and call- 
ing to mind their ancient affinity with the Tyrians 
(Agenor having founded both Tyre and Sidon), 
they carried off great numbers privately on board 
their ships, and conveyed them to Sidon. By this 
kind deceit fifteen thousand were saved from the 
rage of the conqueror ; and we may judge of the 
greatness of the slaughter, from the nuffiber of the 
soldiers who were cut to pieces on the rampart of 
the city only, who amotmted to six thousand. How- 
ever, the king’s anger not being fully appeased, he 
exhibited a scene, which appeared dreadful even to 
the conquerors ; for, two thousand men remaining 
after the soldiers had been glutted w ith .slaughter, 
Alexander caused them to be fixed upon crosses 
along the sea-shoret He pardoned the ambassadors 
of Carthage, who were come to their metropolis to 
offer up a sacrifice to Hercules according to annual 
custom. The number of prisoners, both foreigners 
and citizens, amounted to thirty thousand, who 
were all sold. As for the Macedonians, their loss 
was very inconsiderable. " 

Alexander offered a sacrifice to Hercules, and 
conducted the ceremony witli all his .land forces 
under arms, in concert wiffi the fleet. He also so- 
lemnized gymnastic exerejses in honour of the same 
god, in the temple, dedicated to him. With regard 
to the statue of Apollo, above-mentioned, he took 
off tlie chains from it, restored .it to its former 
liberty, and commanded tl^t this god should 
tbenceforwards be adored under the name of 
aiejptmder, that is, the firiend of Alexander. If 
we may believe Timeus, the Greeks began to pay 
him this solemn worship, Tor having occasioned 
the taking of Tyre, which happened the day and 
hour tha/t the Carthaginians bad carried off this 
statue from Gela. The city of Tyre was jtaken 
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about the end of September,, after having sustained 
a seven months’ siege. 

Thus were fully accomplished the menaces which 
God had pronounced by the mouth of his prophets 
against the city of Tyre. * Nabuchodonosor had 
begun to executp those threats, by besieging and 
taking it ; and they were completed by the sad 
catastrophe we have here described. As this 
double event forms one of the most considerable 
passages in history, and as the Scriptures have 
given us soveral very remarkable circumstances of 
it, I shall endeavour to unite here, in one view, 
all that they relate concerning the city of Tyre, its 
power, riches, haughtiness, and irreligion ; the dif- 
ferent punishments with which God chastised its 
pride and other vices ; and ab length its last re- 
establishment, but in a manner entirely different 
from the former. Methinks I revive on a sudden, 
when, through the multitude c£ profane histories 
which heathen antiquity furnishes, and ift every 
part whereof there reigns an entire oblivion, not 
to say more, of the Almighty, the sacred Scriptures 
exhibit themselves, and unfold to me the secret 
designs of God over kingdoms and empires ; and 
teach me what we are to form of those things 
which appear the most worthy of esteem, the most 
august in thp eyes of men. 

But before I relate the prophecies concerning 
Tyre, I shall here present the reader with a little 
abstract of the history of tbat famous city, by which 
he will be the better enabled to understand the pro- 
phecies. 

Tyre was buUt by the Sidonians, two hundred A. M. 
and forty years before the building of the temple 
Jerusalem : for this reason it is called by Isaiah, * 

“ The daughter of Sidon.” It soon surpassed its 
mother-city in extent, power, and riches. 

k Joseph. Antiq. I. viii. c.3. 

* Or Nebuchadnezzar, at he is called in our version. 
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A. M. * It was besieged by Shalnaanezcr, and alone 
3285 . resisted the united fleets of the Assyrians and 
Ant. J. C. piioenicians ; a circumstance which greatly height- 
ened its pride. 

A. M. ^ Nabuchodonosor laid siege to Tyre, at the time 
34.32. that Tthobalus was king of that gity ; but did not 
Ant. . 1 . C. take it till thirteen years after. But before it was 
conquered, the inhabitants had retired, with most 
of their effects, into a neighbouring island, where 
they built a new city. The old one was razed to the 
very foundation, and has since been no more than 
a village, known by the name of “ Palas-Tyrus,” 
or Ancient Tyre : but the new one rose to greater 
power than ever. 

It was in this great and flourighing condition, 
when Alexander besieged and took it. And here 
begin the seventy years’ obscurity and qblivion, in 
which it was to lie, according to Isaiah. It was in- 
deed soon repaired, because the Sidonians, who en- 
tered the city with Alexander’s army, saved fifteen 
thousand of their citizens (as was before observed), 
who, after their return, applied themselves to com- 
merce, and repaired the ruins of their country with 
incredible application ; besides which, the women 
and children, who had been sent, to Carthage, and 
lodged in a place of safety, returned to it at the 
same time. But Tyre was confined Jo the island 
in which it stood. Its tirade extended no farther 
than the neighbouring cities, and it had lost the 
empire of the sea. And when, eighteen years 
after, Antigonus besieged it with a strong fleet, we 
do not find that the Tyrians had any maritime 
forces to oppose him. This second siege, which 
reduced it a second time to captivity, plunged it 
again into the state of oblivion from which it en- 
deavoured to extricate itself ; and this oblivion con- 
tinued the exact time foretold by Isaiah. 

This term of years being expired, Tyre recovered 

' Joseph. Antiq. 1. ix. c. 1 4. Ibid. 1. x. c. 1 1 . 



OF ALEXANDER. 


its former credit ; and, at the same time, resumed 
its former vices ; till at last, converted by the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, it became a holy and religious city. 
The sacred writings acquaint us with part of these 
revolutions, and this is what we are now to shew. 

" Tyre, before the captivity of the Jews in Baby- 
lon, was considered as one of the most ancient and 
flourishing cities in the world. Its industry and very 
advantageous situation had raised it to the sove- 
reignty of the seas, and made it the centre of the 
trade of th^ whole universe. From the extreme 
parts of Arabia, Persia, and India, to the most re- 
mote western coasts ; from Spythia, and the north- 
ern regions, to Egypt, Ethiopia, and the southern 
countries ; all nations contributed to the increase of 
its riches, splenclor, and power. Not only the se- 
veral things useful and necessary to society, which 
those varidus regions produced ; but whatever they 
had that was rare, curious, magnificent, or precious, 
and best adapted to the supportoV luxury an(J pride j 
all these were brought to its markets. And Tyre, 
on the other side, as ffom a common source, dis- 
persed this varied abundance over all kingdoms, 
and infected them with its corrupt manners, by in- 
spiring them wijth a love for ease, vanity, luxury, 
and voluptuousness. 

® A long, uninterrupted series of prosperity had 
swelled the f)ride of Tyre. She delighted to consi- 
der herself as the queen W cities ; a queen whose 
head is adorned with a diadem ; whose correspond- 
ents are illustrious princes ; whose rich traders dis- 
pute for superiority with kings: who sees every 
maritime power, •either her allies or dependents; 
and who has made herself necessary or formidable 
to all nations. 

Tyre had now filled up the measure of her ini- 
quity, by her impiety against God, and her barba- 


• £zek. xxvi. & xxvii. throughout. £zek. xxvii. 4—25. 
® £zek. xxvi. 17. xxvii. 3, 4 , 23 — 32 , 33 . 
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rity exercised against his people. She had i^joiced 
over the ruins of Jerusalem, exclaiming in an insult- 
ing tone : ^ Behold then the gates of this so po- 
pulous city are broken down. Her inhabitants shall 
come to me, and I will enrich myself with her spoils, 
now she is laid waste.” She was not satisfied-with 
having reduced tbe Jews to a state* of captivity, not- 
withstandingthe alliance between them ; with selling 
them to the Gentiles, and delivering them up to their 
most cruel enemies : ' she likewise had seized upon 
the inheritance of the Lord, and cafried^away from 
his temple the most precious things, to enrich there- 
with the temples of hqr idols. 

* This profanation and cruelty drew down the 
vengeance of God upon Tyre. God is resolved to 
destroy her, because she relied so much upon her 
own strength, her wisdom, her riches, and her al- 
liances. He therefore will bring against her Nabu- 
chodonosor, that king of kings, to overwhelm her 
with his mighty hosts, as with waters that overspread 
their banks, to demolish her ramparts, to ruin her 
proud palaces, to deliver up her merchandise and 
treasures to tbe soldier, and to raze Tyre to tbe 
very foundations, after having set fire to it, and 
either extirpated or dispersed all itg inhabitants. 

* By this so unexpected a fall, 4he Almighty will 
teacli the astonished nations, that Jie more evidently 
displays his providence by the most iricredible re- 
volutions of states ; and that his will alone directs 
the enterprises of men,* and guides them as he 
pleases, in order to bumble the proud. 

But Tyre, after she had recovered her losses, 
and repaired her ruins, forgot 'her former state 
of humiliation, and the guile which had reduced 
her to it , 


^ £zek. xxvii. 2. s Joel iii. 2 — 8. Amos i. 9, 10. 

* Joel iii. 2, 4, 7. Amos i. 9, lO. 

■ Jerem. xlvii.g, e. Ezek. xxvi. S — 12, & 19, xxvii. 27, S4. 

• Estk* xxvi. IS, 18, & xxvii. 33, 38, Isa, xxiii. 8, 9. 
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® She still was puffed up iih the glory of pos- 
sessing the empire of the sea ; of being the seat of 
universal commerce ; of giving birth to the most 
famous colonies ; of having within her walls mer- 
chants, whose credit, riches, and splendor, render- 
ed them equal to, the princes and great men of the 
earth ; *of being governed by a monarch, who njight 
justly be entitled god of the sea : of tracing hack 
her origin to the most renaote antiquitv ; of having 
acquired, by a long series of ages, a kind of eter- 
nity ; and sf having a right to promise herself an- 
other such eternity in times to come. 

^ But since this city, corrupted by pride, by ava- 
rice and luxury, has not profited by the first lesson 
which God ha^given her by the hands of the king 
of Babylon ; and since, after hoing oppressed by all 
the forces^ of the East, she has not yet learned not 
to confide any longer in the false and imaginary 
support of 'her own greatness: f God foretells her 
another chastisement, w hich he will send upon her 
from the West, near 4op years after the first. * Her 
destruction will come from Chittim, that is, Mace- 
donia; from a kingdom so weak and obscure, that 
it had been despised a few’ years before ; a kingdom 
whence she coii4d never have expected such a blow. 

Tyre, possessca witii an opinion ol her own wis- 
dom, and proud c4’her fleets, of her immense riches, 
which she heaped up aS| mire in the streets,^* and 
also protected by the wliole power of the Persian 
empire, does not imagine’she has any thing to fear 
from those new enemies, who, being situated at a 
great distance fronf her, without either money, 
strength, or reputation; having neither harbours 
nor ships, and being tjuite unskilled in navigation ; 
cannot therefore, as she imagines, annoy her with 
their land forces. ** Tyre looks upon herself as 

• Isa. xxiii. 3, 4, 7, 8, 12. * * Ez^k. xxviii. 2. 

T Isa. xxiii. IS. ^ Ibid. vi-r. 11, 12, 13. 

^ 1 Macca. i. 1. Zech. ix. 2, S. ^ Isa. xxiii. 10, 11, 13. 
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impregnable, b^use.she is defended by lofty for> 
tifications, and surrounded on all sides by the sea 
as with a moat and a girdle : nevertheless Alex- 
ander, by filling up the arm of the sea which sepa- 
rates her from the continent, will force off her gir- 
dle, and demolish those ramparts which served her 
as a second enclosure. 

Tyre, thus dispossessed of her dignity as queen 
and as a free city, boasting no more her diadem nor 
her ^rdle, will be reduced, during seventy years, to 
the mean condition of a slave. * “ The Lord hath 
purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and 
to bring into contempt all the honourable of the 
earth.” ** Her fall will drag after it the ruin of 
trade in general, and she will provq. to all maritime 
cities a subject of sorrow and lamentation, by mak- 
ing them lose the present means and the future 
hopes of enriching themselves. 

* To prove, in ^ sensible manner, tO'Tyre, that 
the prophecy concerning her ruin is not incredible, 
and that all the strength an<j wisdom of man can no 
ways ward off or suspend the punishment which 
God has prepared for the pride and the abuse of 
riches, Isaiah sets before her the example of Baby- 
lon, whose destruction ought to have been a lesson 
to her. ^ * This city, in which Wimrod laid the 
foundations of his empire, was the most ancient, 
the most populous, and, embellished* with more 
edifices, both public and private, than any other 
city. She was tlie capitW of the first empire that 
ever existed, and was founded in order to command 
over the whole earth, which sdemed to be inhabited 
only by families which she had bfbught forth and 
sent out as so many colonies, <rhose common parent 

* 

« Isa, xxiii. 9. * Ibid- ver. 1, U, U. • Ibid. ver. 13, 14- 

♦ Behold the land of the Chaldaeans ; this people was not till 
the Assyrians founded it for them* that dwell in the wilderness r 
they set op the towers thereof, they raised up the palaces 
thereof, and he brought it to ruin. Howl, ye ships of Tar* 
shish ; for yoar strength is laid waste, Isa- xxiii- IS, 14, 
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she wa*. Nevertheless, says the {prophet, she is no 
more, neither Babylon nor her empire. The citi- 
zens of Babylon h^ multiplied their ramparts and 
citadels, to render even the besieging it impracti- 
cable. The inhabitants had raised pompous palaces, 
to make their names immortal ; but all these forti- 
fications were but as so many dens, in the eyes of 
Providence, for wild beasts to dwell in ; and these 
edifices were doomed to fall to dust, or else to sink 
to humble cottages. 

After so signal an example, continues the pro- 
phet, shall Tyre, which is so much inferior to Ba- 
bylon in many respects, dare to hope that the 
menaces pronounced by pfeaven against her, viz. 
to deprive her of the empire of the sea, and destroy 
her fleets, will* not be fulfilled? 

^ To make lier the more strongly sensible how 
much she has abused her prosperity, God will re- 
duce her, to a state of humiliation and oblivion 
during threescore and ten ycafs. ^ But after this 
season of obscurity, she will again endeavour to 
appear with the air t)f an harlot, full of charms 
and artifices, whose sole endeavours are to corrupt 
youth, and soothe their passions, lo promote 
her commerce, she will use fraud, »\eceit, and the 
most insidiousNrts, She will visit every part of the 
world, to collect the most rare and most delicious 
products of every country ; to inspire the various 
nations of the uni verse! with a love and admiration 
for superfluities and splendor, and fill them with 
an aver^on for the simplicity and frugality of their 
ancient manners. And she will set every engine at 
work, to renew her ancient treaties; to recover 
the confidence of h^r former correspondents ; and 
to compensate, by a speedy abundance, the sterility 
of seventy years. 

Thus, in proportion as the Almighty shall give 


^ Isa. xxiii. U. 


« Ibid. ver. 1^. 


» Ibid, ver. 17. 
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Tyre an opportunity of recovering her trade and 
credit, she will return \o her former shameful traf* 
fic,' which God had ruined, by stripping her of the 
great possessions which she had applied to such 
pernicious uses. 

‘ But at last, Tyre, converted by the Gospel, shall 
no more be a scandal and a stumbling-block to na- 
tions. She shall no. longer sacrifice her labour to 
the idolatry of wealth, but to the worship of the 
Lord, and the comfort of those that serve him. 
She shall no longer render her riches l>r"ren and 
useless by detaining them, but shall scatter them, 
like fruitful seed, from, the hands of believers and 
ministers of the Gospel. 

One of God’s designs, in the prophecies just now 
cited, is to give us a Just idea of a traffic, whose 
only motive is avarice, and whose fruits are plea- 
sures, vanity, and the corruption of niorals. Man- 
kind look upon cities enriched by a commerce like 
that of Tyre (and it is the same with private per- 
sons), as happier than any other ; as worthy of envy, 
and as fit (from their indilstry, labour, and the 
success of their application and conduct) to be pro- 
posed as patterns for the rest to copy after : but 
God, on the contrary, exhibits them to us under 
the shameful image of a woman lost to all sense of 
virtue ; whose only view is to seduce and corrupt 
youth ; w ho only soothes the passions and flatters the 
senses ; who abhors modestly and every sentiment of 
honour j and who, banishing Irom her countenance 
every indication of shame, glories in her ignominy. 
We are not to infer from hence, that traffic is sinful 
in itself ; but we should separate fr*m the essential 
foundation of trade, which is j«st and lawful when 
rightly used, the passions, of men which intermix 
with, and by that means pervert the order and end 
of it. lyre, converted to Christianity, teaches 


‘ Isa. xxiii, 16 . 
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merchants in what manner they are to carry on 
their traffic, and the uses to which they ought to 
apply their profits. 


Sect. VII. Darius writes a second letter to Alex- 
ander, Journey of the latter to Jerusalem. The 
honour xohich he pays to Jaddus the high-priest, 
fie is shewn those prophecies of Daniel which 
relate to himself. The king grants great pri- 
vileges tp the Jezvs, but refuses them to the Sa- 
maritans. He besieges and takes Gaza, enters 
Egypt, and subdues thnj. country. He there 
lays the foundations tf Alexandria, then goes 
into Libya, where he visits the temple f Jupiter 
Ammon, and causes himself to be declared the 
son of that god. His return into Egypt. 

‘‘Whilst Alexander was carrying on the siege of 
Tyre, he had received a second letter froip Darius, 
who at last gave him the title of king, “ lie oli'er- 
“ ed him ten thousand talents (about one million 
“ five hundred thousand pounds) as a ransom for 
“ the captive princesses, and his daughter Statira 
“ in marriage, with all the country he had cc)nquer- 
“ ed as far as'Nhe Euphrates. Darius hinted to 
him the inconstancy of fortune ; and described, 
“ in the most pompous terms, the numberless 
“ troops who were still^under his command. Could 
“ he (Alexander) think*that it was so very easy to 
“ cross the Euphrates, the Tygris, the Araxes, and 
“ the Hydaspes, which were as so many bulwarks 
to the PersiSn empire ? That he should not be 
“ always shut up between rocks and defiles : that 
“ they ought both to appear in an open plain, and 
“ that then Alexander would be ashamed to come 

“ before him with only a handful of men,” The 
» 

^ Plut. in Alex, p. 681, Quint. Curt. 1. iv. c, 5. Arrian. 
1, ii. p. 101. 
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Idng hereupon summoned a council, in which Par- 
menip was of opinion,* that he ouglit to accept of 
those offers, declaring he himself would agree to 
them, were he Alexander. “ And so would 1,” re- 
plied Alexander, “ were I Parmenio.” He there- 
fore returned the following answer : “ That he did 
“ not want the money Darius offSred him : that it 
“ did not become Darius to offer a thing he no 
“ longer possessed, or to pretend to share what he 
had entirely lost. That in case he was the only 
** person who did not know which of th^ was su- 
“ perior, a battle would soon determine it. That 
he should not think, to intimidate with rivers, a 
“ man who had crossed so many seas. That to 
whatsoever place he might find it proper to retire, 
V Alexander would not fail to find him out.” Da- 
rius, upon receiving fhis answer, lost all hopes of ap 
accommodation, and prepared again for war. 

‘ From Tyre Alexander marched to Jerusalem, 
firmly resolved to shew it no more favour than he 
had done the former city ; and for this reason. The 
Tyrians were so much employed in trade, that they 
quite neglected husbandry, and brought most of 
their corn and other provisions from the countries 
in their neighbourhood. " Galilee,, Samaria, and 
Judea, furnished them with the grsUtest quantities. 
At the tinie that Alexander laid siege to their city, 
he himself was obliged to send for provisions from 
those countries : he therefore sent commissaries to 
summon the inhabitants te submit, and furnish his 
army with w hatever they might want. The Jews, 
however, desired to be excused, alleging, that they 
had taken an oath of fidelity to Darius ; and per- 
sisted in answering that they \\ould never acknow- 
ledge any other sovereign ^s long as be was living: 
a rare example of fidelity, and worthy of the Only 
people who in that age acknowledged the true Godf 
The Samaritans, however, dad not imitate them in 


' Joseph. Antiq. I. xi. c. 8. 


“ Acts »i. 20. 
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this particular; for they submitted with cheerful-r 
ness to Alexander, and even sent him eight thou- 
sand men, to serve at the siege of Tyre, and in 
Other places. For the better understanding of 
what follows, it may be necessary for us to present 
the reader, in few words, with the state of the Sa- 
maritans at that* time, and the cause of the strong 
antipathy which existed between tliem and the 
Jews. . 

I observed,* elsewhere, that the Samaritans did 
not descesjd from the Israelites, but were a colony 
of idolaters, taken from the countries on the other 
side of the Euphrates, whom Esaraddon, king of 
the Assyrians, had sent to inhabit the cities of Sa- 
maria, after tjie ruin of the kingdom of the ten 
tribes. These people, who jivere called Cuthai, 
blended the worship of the God of Israel with that 
of their idols ; and on all occasions discovered an 
enmity to the Jews. This^ hatred was much 
stronger after the return of the Jews from the Ba- 
bylonish captivity, before and after the restoration 
of the temple. 

Notwithstanding the reformation which the holy 
man, Nehemiah, had wrought in Jerusalem, with 
regard to thegmarrying of strange or foreign wo- 
men, the evil^ad spread so far, that the high- 
priest’s bouse, .which ought to have been pure 
more than any other from these criminal mixtures, 
was itself polluted witA them. ” One of the sons 
of Jehoiada the high-prlest, whom Josephus calls 
Manasseh, had married the daughter of Sanballat 
the Horonite ; and many more had followed his ex- 
ample. But Nehemiah, zealous for tlie law of God 
which was so shamefully violated, commanded, 
without exception, all .w^ho had married strange 
women, either to put them away immediately, or 
to depart the country. ® Manasseh chose to go 
into banishment rathef than separate himself from 

^ Nch. xiii. 28. * Joseph. Antiquit. 

• Vol. II. History of the Ascians* 
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his wife, and accordingly withdrew to Samaria, 
whither he was followed by great numbers, as ob> 
stinate in rebellion as himself ; he there settled them 
under the protection of Sanballat, his father-in-law, 
who was governor of that country. 

The latter obtained of Darius Nothus (whom 
probably the war which broke out between Egypt 
and Persia had brought into Phoenicia), leave to 
build on mount Gerizim,^ near Samaria, a temple 
like that of Jerusalem, and to appoint Maiiasseh, 
his son-in-law, priest thereof. From /that time, 
Samaria became the asylum of all the malcontents 
of Judea. And it was this which raised the ha- 
tred of the Jews against the Samaritans to its 
greatest height, when they saw that^the latter, not- 
withstanding the enpress prohibition of the law, 
which fixed the solemn worship of the God of Is- 
rael in the city of Jerusalem, had nevertheless 
taised altar against, altar, and temple against tem- 
ple, and. afforded a refuge to all who fled from Je- 
rusalem, to screen themselves from the punish- 
ment which would have been inflicted on them for 
violating the law. 

Such was the state of Judea, when Alexander 
laid siege to Tyre. The Samaritan^, as we before 
observed, sent him a considerable 'body of troops ; 
whereas the Jews thought they could not submit to 
him, as long as Darius, to whom they had taken an 
oath of allegiance, should *be alive. 

Alexander, being little* used to such an answer, 
particularly after he had obtained so many victo- 
ries, and thinking that all things ought to bow be- 
fore him, resolved, the instant h^had conquered 
Tyre, to march against the Jtfws, and punish their 
disobedience as rigorously as he had punished that 
of the Tyrians. 

In this imminent danger, Jaddus, the high-priest, 
who governed under the Persians, seeing himself 
exposed, with all the inhabitants, to the wrath of 
the conqueror, had recourse to the protection of the 
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Almighty, gave orders that public prayers should 
be made to implore his assistance, and offered sa- 
crifices. The night after, God appeared to him in 
a dream, and bid him,, “ To cause flowers to be 
“ scattered up and down the city ; to set open all 
‘‘ the gates, and go, clothed in his pontifical robes, 
‘‘ witli all the priests, dressed also in their vest- 
ments, and all the rest clothed in white, to meet 
Alexander, and not tp fear any evil from that 
king, inasmuch as He would protect them.” This 
command^was punctnally obeyed ; and accordingly 
this august procession, the very day after, marched 
out of the city to an eminence called ^ Snpha^ 
whence there w’as a view' of all the plain, us well as 
of the teniple^and city of Jcnisalem. Here the 
whole procession waited the <jriival of Alexander, 
The Syrians and Plioenicians, who were in his 
army, were persuaded tfmt the w rath ot this prince 
was so gneat, that he would certainly punisli ih^ 
high* priest in an exemplary manriei*, ami desijoy 
that city in the same manner as he had done '1\ re; 
and flushed with joy upon that account, they waited 
in expectation of glutting their eyes with tlie calami* 
ties of a people to w hom they bore a mortal liatred. 
As soon asthe^ew's heard of the king’s approach, 
they set out to meet him with all the pomp before 
described. Alexander w as struck at the sight of 
the high-priest, in whose mitre and forehead a 
golden plate was fixed, Ion which the name of God 
was written. The monfent the king perceived the 
high priest, he advanced toward liim w ith an air of 
the most profound respect; bowed his body, adored 
the august nanTb upon his front, and saluted him 
who wore it w ith a i<eligious veneration. Then the 
Jews surrounding Alexiwider, raised their voices to 
wish him every kind of prosperity. All the spec- 
tators were seized with inexpressible surprise; they 
could scarce believe their eyes, and did not know^ 

* The Hebrew word Snpha signifies to discover from far, a:, 
from a tower or sentry-box. 
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Ilow to account for a sjght so contrary to their ex- 
pectation, and so very improbable. 

Parmenio, who could not yet recover from his 
astonishment, asked the king how it came to pass 
that he, who was adored by every one, adored the 
high'priest of the Jews. “ I do not (replied Alex- 
“ ander) adore the high-priest, bu? the God whose 
“ minister he is ; for whilst I was at Dium in Ma- 
“ cedonia (my mind wholly fixed on the great de- 
“ sign of the Persian war), as I was revolving by 
“ what means I should conquer Asia, thi.^ very man, 
“ dressed in the same robes, appeared to me ina 
“ dream ; exhorted me, to banish every fear, bid me 
“ cross the Hellespont boldly ; and assured me that 
“ his God would march at the head of my army, 
“ and ^ve me the viftoryover that of the Persians ” 
Alexander added, that the instant he saw this priest, 
he knew him by his habit, his stature, his air, and 
his face, to be the same person whom he had seen 
at Dium ; that he was firmly persuaded, it was by 
the command, and under the immediate conduct of 
Heaven that he had undertaken this war ; that be 
was sure he should overcome Darius hereafter, and 
destroy the empire of the Persians ; and that this 
was the reason why he adored this God in the per- 
son of his priest. Alexander, after having thus an- 
swered Parmenio, embraced the. high-priest, and 
all his brethren ; then walking in the midst of them, 
he arrived at Jerusalem, where Ire offered sacrifices 
to God, in the temple, aftfer the manner prescribed 
to him by the high-priest. 

The high-priest, afterwards, shewed him those 
passages inthe prophecy of Daniel, f^hich are spoken 
of that monarch. I shall here give an abstract of 
them, which will plainly shew how the most distant 
events are present to the Almighty. 

'God declares by the prophet Daniel, that gran- 
deur, empire, and glory, at^his; that he bestotvs 


» Dan. U. 20, 31, 37. 
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them on whomsoever he pleases, and withdraws 
them, in like manner, to punish the abuse of them; 
that his wisdom and power solely determine the 
course of events in all ages ; ’ that he changes, ac- 
cording to his will, the whole face of human affairs ; 
that he sets up pew kingdoms, overthrows the an- 
cient ones, and effaces even the very footsteps of 
them, with the same ease as the wind carries off 
the smallest chaff from the threshing-floor. 

' God’s design, in subjecting states to such asto- 
nishing rei^olutions, is to teach men, that they are 
in his presence as nothing ; tiiat he alone is the most 
High, the eternal King, the sovereign arbiter; who 
doth whatsoever he will, with supreme power, both 
in heaven anc^in earth. ‘ For tiie putting this de- 
sign in execution, the prophe<isees an august coun- 
cil, in which the angels who are appointed as in- 
spectors and guardians of governments and kings, 
enquire into the use which they make of the autho- 
rity that Heaven intrusted them with, as his mi- 
nisters ; and when tljey abuse it, these * spirits, 
zealous for the glory of their sovereign, beseech 
God to punish their injustice and ingratitude ; and 
to humble their pride, by casting them from tlie 
throne, and causing the most abject among man- 
kind, to ascend it in their stead. 

• God, to make these important truths still more 
sensible, shews Daniel four dreadful beasts who rise 
from a vast sea, in wlAch the four winds combat 
together with fury; ancf under these symbols, he 
represents to the prophet the origin, the character- 
istics, and fall of the four great empires, which are 

to govern the A^ole w’orld successively. A dread- 

» 

9 Dan. ii. 35. ' Ibid. iv. 32, 3i, 35, 36. • Ibid. 

Ter. 14. * Ibid, vii, 2, 3. 

* It was at the desire of these angels, that Nebuchadnez- 
zar was driven from the society of men to herd with wild 
beasts. 
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ful, btit too real image,! For empires rise out of 
tumult and confusion : they subsist by blood and 
slaughter ; they exercise their power with violence 
and cruelty; they think it glorious to carry terror 
and desolation into all places ; but yet, in spite of 
their utmost efforts, they are subject to continual 
vicissitudes and unforeseen reverses of fortune. 

“The prophet then relates more particularly the 
character of each of these- empires. After having 
represented the empire of the Babylonians under 
the image of a lioness, and that of tire Medes and 
Persians under the form of a bear greedy of prey, 
he draws the picture of the Grecian monarchy, by 
presenting us with some of its most striking fea- 
tures. Under the image of a spottecj leopard, with 
four heads and four owings, he depicts Alexander, 
in whom good and bad qualities were intermixed ; 
rash and impetuous in his resolutions, rapid in his 
conquests ; flying w,ith the swiftness of a bird of 
prey, rather than marching with the weight of an 
army laden with the whole war; sup- 

ported by the valour and capacity of his generals, 
four of whom, after having assisted him in conquer- 
ing his empire, divide it among themselves. 

*To this picture the prophet adds.*dse where new 
touches. He enumerates the order of the succes- 
sion of the kings of Persia ; he deolares, in precise 
terms, that after the first three kings, viz. Cyrus, 
Cambyses, and Darius, a ft^urth monarch will arise, 
who is Xerxes ; and that lie will exceed all his pre- 
decessors in power and in riches ; that this prince, 
puffed up with the idea of his own granddur, which 
shall have risen to its highest pitch, will assemble 
all the people in his boundless*tiominions, and lead 
them to the conquest of Greece. But as the pro- 
phet takes notice only of the march of this multi- 
tude, and does not tell us what success they met 
with, he thereby gives us pretty clearly to under- 


4>an« Til. Ter. 4, 5 , 6 . 


* Ibid. xi. 2. 
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Stand, that Xerxas, an eifei^inate, injudicious, and 
fearful prince, will not have the least success in any 
of his vast projects. 

On the contrary, from among these very Greeks, 
attacked unsuccessfully by the Persians, there will 
arise a king very^ different from Xerxes and this is 
Alexander the Great. He shall be ahold, valiant mo- 
narch ; be shall succeed in all his enterprises; he 
shall extend his dominion,far and wide, and shall es- 
tablish an irresistible power on the ruins of the van- 
quished n|tions : but at a time when he shall ima- 
gine himself to be most firmly seated on the throne, 
he shall lose his life, with, the regal dignity, and 
not.leave any posterity to succeed him in it. This 
new monarchy, losing on a sudden the splendor 
and power for which it was, so renowned under 
Alexander, shall divide itself towards the four winds 
of heaven. From its ruins there shall arise not 
only the four great kingdoms of Egypt, Syria Asia 
Minor, and Macedon, but also several other fo- 
reigners, or barbarians, shall usurp its provinces, 
and form kingdoms out of these. 

*At length, in the eighth chapter, the prophet 
completes the description in still stronger colours, of 
the character, fjje battles, the series of successes, the 
rise and fall of these two rival empires. By the 
image he gives of a powerful ram, having two horns 
of an unequal length, he declares that the first of 
these empires shall be Composed of Persians and 
Medes ; that its strength shall consist in the union 
of these two nations ; that the Persians shall never- 
theless exceed the Medes in authority ; that they 
shall have a s^ies of conquests, without meeting 
with any oppositioit; that they shall first extend 
them towards the west,* by subduing the Lydians, 
the provinces of Asia Minor and Thrace; that 


r Dan. xi. 3, 4. 


* Ibid. Tiii. 
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they shall afterwards tjirn their arms towards thSi 
north, in order to subdue part of Scythia^ and the 
nations bordering on the Caspian sea; that at length 
they shall endeavour to enlarge their dominions to> 
wards the south, by subjecting Egypt and Arabia j 
but that they shall not invade the nations of the 
east. 

The monarchy of the Greeks is afterwards exbi* 
bited to Daniel, under the symbol of a he-goat of 
prodigious size : he perceives that the Macedonian 
army will march from the west, in ordei)»to invade 
the empire of the Persians ; that it will be headed 
by a warrior famous for his power and glory; that 
it will take immense marches, in quest of tte ene- 
my, even into the very heart of his dpminions ; that 
it will advance towards the enemy with such rapi- 
dity, as to seem not to touch the ground ; that it 
will give this empire its mortal wound;' entirely 
subvert it by repeated victories, and destroy 
the double power of the Persians and Medes; 
during which not one monarch, whether its 
ally or neighbour, shall give it the least suc- 
cour. 

But as soon as this monarchy shall have risen to 
its greatest height, Alexander, who formed its great- 
est strength, shall be snatched from it ; and then 
there will arise, towards the four parts of the world, 
fojur Grecian monarchies, which, though vastly in- 
ferior to that of Alexander will, however, be veiy 
considerable. ' 

Can any thing be more wonderful, more divine, 
than a series of prophecies, all of them so clear, so 
exact, mid so circumstantial ; prophecies which go 
so far as to point out, that a prince shall die with- 
out leaving a single successor from among his own 
family, and that four of his generals will divide his 
empire between them ? But we must peruse these 
prophecies in the Scriptures themselves. The 
Vulgate agrees pretty nearly with the Hebrew, 
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.except in a few places, which I shall translate, 
* agreeable to the original text. 

* ** In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar, 
a vision appeared unto me, even u?ito me I^aniel, 
after that which appeared unto me at the first. 
And I saw in a vjsion (and it came to pass, when I 
saw, that I zvas at Shushan in the palace, which is 
in the province of Elam), and I saw in a vision, and 
I was by the river of Ul»i. Then I lifted up mine 
eyes, and saw, and behold there stood before the 
river a R\ which had tzvo horns, and the two 
horns were high : but one zens higher than the other, 
and the higher came up lasif. I saw the ram push- 
ing westward, and northward, and southward ; so 
that no beast might stand before him, neither was 
there any that could deliver out of his hand, but 
he did a/rcording to his will, and became great. 
And as I w as considering, behold, an he goat came 
from the ^Vest, on the face of the w hole earth, and 
touched not the ground ; and the goat hAd a not- 
able horn between his* eyes. And he came to the 
ram that had tzvo horns, which I had seen standing 
before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his 
power. And I saw him come close unto the rarn, 
and he was mnved with choler against him, and 
smote the ram, and brake his two horns, and there 
was no power ixt the ram to stand before him, but 
he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon 
him : and there w^as non^that could deliver the ram 
out of his hand. Therefore the he-goat waxed very 
great : and when he w^as strong, the great horn was 
.broken; and ^r it came up four notable ones 

towards the four wands of heaven.’’ 

A great number of very important reflections 
might be made on the pVophecies I have now rc- 
> * 

* Dan. viii. 1~8. * 

* We have not followed M. ftollin’s translation here, be- 
lieving it more proper to make use of our owu version of ilie 
Bible. 

V. 
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peated: but these I shall leave to the reader’s 
understanding and religion, and will make but one 
remark ; on which however I shall not expatiate so 
much as the subject might deserve. 

The Almighty presides in general over all events 
which happen in the world : and rules, with ab- 
solute sway, the fate of all men in particular, of all 
cities, and of all empires ; but he conceals the ope- 
rations of his wisdom, and the wonders of his 
providence, beneath the veil of natural causes and 
ordinary events. In all that profane history ex- 
hibits to us, whether sieges, or the capture of 
cities; battles won or lost, empires established or 
overthrown; there appears nothing but what is 
human and natural : God seems to have no con- 
cern in these things," and we should be tempted to 
believe that he abandons men entirely to their 
views, their talents, and their passions ; if we, per- 
haps, except the Jewish nation, whom he considered 
as his orf n peculiar people, and as his own heritage. 

To prevent our falling into a temptation so re- 
pugnant to religion and even reason itself, God 
occasionally breaks silence, disperses the clouds 
which hide him, and condescends to discover to us 
the secret springs of his providence by causing his 
prophets to foretel, long before the event, the fate 
he has prepared for the dilferen't nations of the 
earth. He reveals to Daniel the order, the suc- 
cession, and the different ^aracteristics of the four 
great empires, to which he has determined to subject 
all the nations of the universe, viz. that of the 
Babylonians, of the Persians an^ Medes, of the 
Greeks, and, lastly, that of the Romans. 

1 1 is with the same view that Re dwells very forcibly 
on the two most famous conquerors that ever ex- 
isted ; I mean Cyrus and Alexander, tlie one the 
founder, the other the destroyer, of the powerful 
empire of Persia. He causes the former to be called 
by bis name two hundred years before hia birth ; 
foretels^ by the mouth of Isaiah, his victories ; and 
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particularises the several circumstances of thetakinn; 
of Babylon, the like of which had never been seen 
before'. On this occasion, he points out Alexander, 
by the mouth of Daniel, and ascribes such qualities 
and characteristics as can agree with none but him, 
and which denote him as plainly as if he had called 
him by his name. 

These passages of Scripture, in which God ex- 
plains himself clearly, slfould be considered as very 
precious ; and serve as so many keys to open to our 
understaAling the secret methods by which he go- 
verns the world. These bright rays of liglit should 
enable a rational and reirgious man to see every 
thing else clearly; and make him conclude, from 
what is said of the four great empires, of Cyrus and 
Alexander, of Babylon and Tyre, that we ought to 
acknowledge and admire, in the several events of 
profane history, God’s perpetual care and regard 
for all men and all states, whose destiny depends 
entirely on his wisdom, liis power, and bis plea- 
sure. • 

We may easily figure to ourselves the great joy 
and admiration witli which Alexander was filled, 
upon hearing such clear, such circumstantial, and 
advantageous promises. Before he left Jerusalem, 
he assembled the Jews, and bid them ask any fa- 
vour whalsoevdr. They answered, that their re- 
quest was to be allowed to live according to the law 
of their fathers, and t(X be exempt, every seventh 
year, from their usual tribute; and for this reason, 
because they were forbidden, by their laws, in that 
year, to sow th airfields, and consequently could have 
no harvest. Alexander granted their request, and, 
upon the high-priest’s beseeching him to suffer the 
Jews, who were resident in Babylonia and Media, to 
live likewise agreeable to their own laws, he also in- 
dulged them in this particular with the utmost hu- 
manity; and said further, that in case any oi them 
were willing to serve under his standards, he would 
give them leave to follow their own way of worship. 
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and to observe their peculiar customs : upon which 
offer great numbers enlisted themselves. 

He had scarce left Jerusalem, when the Sa- 
'maritans waited upon him with great pomp and 
ceremony, humbly entreating him to do them also 
the honour to visit their temple. As they had sub- 
mitted voluntarily to Alexander, and sent him 
succours, they imagined that they deserved his 
favour much more than the Jew's ; and flattered 
themselves that they should obtain the same, and 
even much greater indulgence. It wds in this 
view they made this pompous procession, in 
order to invite Alexander to their city ; and the 
eight thousand men they had sent to serve under 
him, joined in the request made by their country- 
men. Alexander thanked them courteously ; but 
said, that he was obliged to march into Egypt, and 
therefore had no time to lose ; however, that he 
would visit their city at his return, in case he had 
opportunity. They then besought him to exempt 
them from paying tribute evesy seventh year; upon 
which Alexander asked them, whether they were 
Jews.^ They made an ambiguous answer, which 
the king not having time to examine, suspended 
this matter also till his return, and immediately 
continued his march towards Gaza. 

"Upon his arrival before that rfty, he found it 
provided with a strong garrison, commanded by 
Betis, one of Darius’s eu/luchs. This governor, 
who was a brave man, and very faithful to his sove- 
reign, defended it w'ith great vigour against Alex- 
ander. ^ As this was the only inlq*’ or pass into 
^gyP^ it was absolutely necessary for him to con- 
quer it, and therefore he w’as obliged to besiege it. 
But although every art of war was employed, not- 
withstanding his soldiers fought with the utmost 
intrepidity, he was however fqi ced to lie two months 

*’ Diod. I.xvikp. .S26. Arrian. 1. 2. p, 10I—103. Quint. 
Curt, i. ir. c. 6, Pint, in Alex. p. 670 . 
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before it. Exasperated a1t its holding out so long, 
and his receiving two wounds, he was resolved to 
treat the governor, the inhabitants, and soldiers, 
with a barbarity absolutely inexcusable ; for he cut 
ten thousand men to pieces, and sold all the rest, 
with their wivSs and children, for slaves. When 
Betis, who had been taken prisoner in the last as- 
sault, was brought befoi;e him covered with honour- 
able wounds, instead of using “him kindly, as his 
valour a^d fidelity justly merited, this young mon- 
arch, who at other times esteemed bravery even in 
an enemy, fired on this occasion with an insolent joy, 
spoke thus to him : Betis, thou shalt not die the 
death thou desiredst. Prepare therefore to suffer all 
those torments which vengeapee can invent.” Betis, 
looking upon the king with not only a firm, but an 
haughtj^ , air, did not make the least reply to his 
menacesi; upon which the king, more enraged by 
this disdainful silence — Observe,” said be, ‘‘ I be- 
seech you, that dumb arrogance. Has he bended 
the knee? Has he spoke so much as one submissive 
word ? But I w ill conquer this obstinate silence, 
and will force groans from him, if I can draw 
nothing else.” At last Alexander’s * anger rose to 
fury; his conSuct now beginning to change with 
his fortune : liQ ordered a hole to be made through 
his heels,' when, a rope being put through them, 
and tied to a charku, he caused Betis to be 
dragged round the city till he died. He boasted 
his having imitated on this occasion, Achilles, from 
whom he was descended ; who, as Homer relates, 
caused the d9hd body of Hector to be dragged in 
the same manner wund the walls of Troy; f as if 
a man ought ever to pride himself on having imi- 
tated a bad example. Both were very barbarous; 
but Alexander was much more so, in causing Betis 


* /ram dcinde I'crtit in rahitm,jam tujn peregrinoi ritus nova 
suheunte fortnnd. Quint. Curt. 

, \ Decipit exemplar Tiiiis imiiabile, TIoimt. 
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to bo dragged alive ; and for no other reason, but 
because be had served his sovereign with bravery 
and fidelity, by defending a citywith which he had 
intrusted him ; a fidelity, that ought td^have been 
admired, and even rewarded, by an enemy, rather 
than punished in so cruel a manner. 

He sent the greatest part of the plunder he found 
in Gaza to his mother Oly^mpias, to Cleopatra his 
sister, and to his friends. He also presented Leo- 
nidas, his preceptor, with five hundred quintals* 
of frankincense, and a hundred quintals of myrrh; 
calling to mind a cautiop Leonidas had given him 
when but a child, and which seemed, even at that 
time, to presage the conquests this monarch had 
lately achieved. For,, Leonidas, observing Alex- 
ander taking up whole handfuls of incense at a sa- 
crifice, and throw’ it into the fire, said, to him: 
“ Alexander, when you shall have conquered the 
country w;hich produces these spices, you then may 
be as profuse of incense as you please ; but, till that 
day comes, be sparing of what you have.” The 
monarch therefore writ to Leonidas as follows : “ I 
send you a large quantity of incense and myrrh, in 
order that you may no longer be so reserved and 
sparing in your sacrifices to the god^.” 

' As soon as Alexander had endued the siege of 
Gaza, he left a garrison there, and turned the whole 
power of his arms towards Bgypt. In seven days’ 
march he arrived belbre Pausium, whither a great 
number of Egyptians had assembled, with all ima- 
ginable diligence, to recognize him for their sove- 
reign, and make their submission. ^ 

The hatred these people boreito the Persians was 
so great, that it was of little consequence to them 
w'ho should be their king, provided they could but 


* Diod. I. xvii. p. 526— 529. Arrian. 1. iii. p. 104 — 110. 
Plut. in Alex. p. 079—681. Quint. Curt. 1. i?. c. 7, & 8. 
Justin, l.ix. c. 1 J. 

* A (juiiital is a hundred pounds^ weigh f. 
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meet with an avenger who would rescue them 
from the insolence and indignity with which them- 
selves and their religion were treated. For, how 
false soever a religion may be (and it is scarce pos- 
sible to imagine one more absurd than that of the 
Egyptians), so long as it continues to be the esta- 
blished religion, the people will not suffer it to be 
insulted, nothing affecting their minds so strongly, 
nor inflaming them to a greater degtee. Ochus had 
caused the^ god Apis to be murthered, in a manner 
highly offensive to themselves and their religion; 
and the Persians, to whom he had left the govern- 
ment, continued in like manner to ridicule that 
deity. Thus several circumstances had rendered 
the Persians *so odious, that, upon Amyntas’s 
coming a little before with a* handful of men, he 
found them prepared to Join and assist him in ex- 
pelling the Persians. 

This Aujyntas had deserted iVom Alexander, and 
entered into the service of Darius. He had com- 
manded the Grecian fbrees at the battle of Issus ; 
and having escaped into Syria, by the way of 
Tripoli, with four thousand men, he had there 
seized upon as many vessels as he wanted, burnt 
the rest, and ^immediately set sail towards the 
island of Cyprus^ and afterw'ards towards Pelusium, 
which he ‘took by surprise, upon feigning that 
he had a commission* from Darius, appointing 
him governor of Egypt' in the room of Sabaces, 
killed in the battle of Issus. As soon as he found 
himself possessed of this important city, he threw 
off the mask, tibd made public pretensions to the 
crown of Egypt; declaring, that the motive of 
his coming was to expel the Persians. Upon 
this a multitude of Egyptians, vvho wished for no- 
thing so earnestly as to free themselves from tiiese 
insupportable tyrants, wvent over to him. He then 
marched directly for Memphis, the capital of the 
kingdom ; when, coming to a battle, he defeated 
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the Persians, and shut them up in*' the city. But, 
after he had ^ined this victory, having neglected 
to keep his soldiers together, they straggled up and 
down in search of plunder; which the enemy see- 
ing, sallied out upon such as remained, and cut 
them to pieces, with Amyntas their leader. 

This event, so far from lessening the aversion the 
Egyptians had for the Persians, increased it still 
more; so that the moment Alexander appeared 
upon the frontiers, the people, who w^re all dis- 
posed to receive that monarch, ran in^crowds to 
submit to him. His arrival, at the head of a power- 
ful army, presented them with a secure protection, 
which Amyntas could not afford them ; and, from 
this consideration, they all declared openly in his 
favour. Mazaeus, wdio commanded in Memphis, 
finding it would be to no purpose for him to resist 
so great a force, and that Darius, his ^.sovereign, 
w^as not in a condition to succour him ; set open 
the gates of the city to the conqueror, and gave up 
eight hundred talents, about one hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds, and all the king’s fur- 
niture. Thus Alexander possessed himself of all 
Egypt, without meeting with the least oppo- 
sition. ^ 

At IMcmphis he formed a design of visiting the 
temple of Jupiter- Ammon. ** This temple was situ- 
ated in the midst of the sandy deserts of Li- 
bya, and twelve days’ Journey from Memphis, 
liam, the son of Noah, first peopled Egypt and 
Libya, after the flood ; and when idolatry began to 
gain ground in the world some tiifte after, he was 
the chief deity of these two countries in which his 
descendants had continue^. A temple was built to 
his honour in the midst of these deserts, upon a 
spot of pretty good ground, about two leagues 
broad,® which formed a kind of island in a sea of 


^ Plin. lib. V. c. 0. 


Forty furlongs. 
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sand. It is he whom the Greeks call Zsv^, Jupiter* 
and the Egyptians Ammon. In process of time these 
two names were joined, and he was called Jupiter- 
Ammon. 

The motive of this journey, which was equally 
rash and dangerous, was owing to a ridiculous 
vanity. Alexander having read in Jiomer, and 
other fabulous authors of antiquity, that most of 
their heroes w^ere represented as sons of some deity; 
and, as ^e himself was desirous of passing lor a 
hero, he was determined to have some god for his 
father. Accordingly, he fixed upon Jupitci -Ainmon 
for this purpose, and began by bribing the priests, 
and teaching them the part they were to act. 

It would htive been to no purpose, had any one 
endeavoured to divert him from a design which was 
great iif no othe r circumstances than the pride and 
extrava^nce that gave birth to it. Pufted up witli 
his victories, he had already*begun to assume, as 
Plutarch observes, that character of tenaciousness 
and inflexibility which will do nothing but command; 
which cannot sufl'er advice, .and much less bear op- 
position ; which knows neither obstacles nor dan- 
gers ; which makes the beautiful to consist in impos- 
sibility ; in a h ord, which fancies itself able to over- 
come, not only enemies, but time, place, and the 
whole order o? nature; the usual effect of a long 
series of prosperity, which subdues the strongest, 
and makes them at lei^th forget that they are men. 
We ourselves have seen a famous j conqueror, 
who prided himself upon treading in the steps oi 
Alexander, ctrry further than he had ever done this 
kind of savage hergism ; and lay it dow n as a maxim 
to himself, never to recede from his resolution. 


* For this reason the city of E'^pty which the Scriptures t 
call ^o-Ammon (the city of Ham or of Anonou), is called by 
the Greeks AiofntoXis, or the city of Jupiter. 
f Charles XII. king of Sweden. 

X Jerem. xlvi. 25. Ezek. xxx. 15. Nahum, hi. 8, 
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A. M- Alexacder therefore 'tets out; and going down 
Ant j! c *^f*y«*‘ fro® Memphis, till he came to the sea, he 
33 J ■ coa^ along it; and, after haTiag passed Canopus, 
he observes, oppose to the island of Pharos, a s pot 
whichaemedtolJh,v«ry well situated for the build- 
ing Of a dty. He. himself drew the {dan of it, and 
outvie 8e.^eral places where the temples and 
public squares wwefo be erected. For the building 
it, he em{dQyed Htnocrat^ the architect, who had 
acquired gr^t reputation- by bis re-building, at 
£phesus, the tonple of JDiana, which Herostratus 
had burnt. This city he called after his owm name, 
Alexqpdria, and it aftcrwanis rose to be the capital 
of the kingdom. As its harbour, which was very 
commodious, had the Mediterranean on one side, 
and the Nile and the Red Sea in its neighbourhood’ 
it drew all the traffic of the east and west; and 
l^ecame, in a very little time, ope of the 
flourishing cities in the universe, 
j^^xarider had a journey to go of sixteen hundred 
sfodia, or fourscore French leagues, to the temple 
of Jupiter- Ammon: and most of the way was 
through sandy deserts. The soldiers were patient 
enough for the first two days’ march, before they 
arrived in the extensive dreadful solitudes ; but as 
soon as they found themselves in vast plains, cover- 
ed with sands of a prodi^ous depth, they were 
seized with terror, Surroui^ed, as with a sea, they 
^zed roun^d as for as their bight could extend, to 
tocover, if possible, some place that waamhabited • 
but all m vain, for they could not pewfoivejKi.much 
as a ^gle tree, nor the least footsteps of*ny land 
that had been cultivated. To increase thefr cala- 
mity, the water, that they had brought in goat- 
skins, upon camels, now failed ; and there was not 
M much as a single drop in all that sandy desert. 

1 hey therefore were reduced, to the sad condition 
of dying almost with thirst; not to mention the 
danger they were in of being buried under moun- 
tains of sand, that are sometimes raised by the 
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winds; and which had formerly destroyed fifty 
thousand of Cambyses’s troops. Every thing v^air 
by this time scorched to so violent a degree* apd 
the air became so hot, tliat the men could sca^iy 
breathe ; when, on a sudden, whether by chance, 
say the historians, •or the immediate indulgence of 
-.Heaven, the sky was so completely overspfead with 
thick clouds, that they hid the sun, which was a 
great relief to the army : though thfiy were still in 
want of wajer. But the storm having discharged 
itself in a violent rain, every soldier got as much as 
he wanted; and some were so parched with thirst, 
that they stood with their moulhs open, and catclied 
the rain as it fell. The judicious reader knows 
what judgment fte is to form of these lilarvellous 
incidents, with which historian^ have thought pro- 
per to embellish this relation. 

They we^e several days in crossing these deserts, 
and upon their arriving near thft place where the 
oracle stood, they perceived a great num’ber of 
ravens flying before the most advanced standard. 
These ravens, sometimes, flew to the ground when 
the army marched slowly ; and, at other times, ad- 
vanced forward, as if it were to serve them as 
guides, till they, at last, came to the temple of the 
god. A very surprising circumstance is, that al- 
though this Oracle be situated in the midst of an al- 
most boundless solitude, itneverthelejs is surround- 
ed with a grove, so very shady, that the sun-beams 
can scarcmy pierce it; not to mention tliat this grove 
is watered with several springs of fresh water, 
which preserve <t in perpetual verdure. It is re- 
lated, that near this j^ove there is another, in the 
midst of which is a fountain, called the water, or 
fountain of the sun. At day-break it is luke-warm, 
at noon cold: but in the evening it grows warmer 
by degrees, and at midnight is boiling hot; after 
this, as day approaches, it decreases in heat, and 
continues this vicissitude for ever. 

J'he god, who is worshipped in this temple, is 
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not represented under the form which painters and 
■“bcidptors generally give to gods ; for he is made of 
’ emeralds, and other precious stones, and from the 
h^ to the *navel, resembles a ram. The king 
being come into the temple, the senior priest de- 
clared him to be the son of Jupiter; and assured 
him, that-.the god himself bestowed this name upon^'^ 
him. Alexander accepted it with joy, and acknow- 
ledged Jupiter as his father. He afterw'ards asked 
the priest, whether his father J upiter had not allotted 
him the empire of the whole world? I’o which the 
priest, who was as much a flatterer as the king was 
vain-glorious, answered, that he should be monarch 
of the universe. At last, he enquired, whether all 
his father’s murderers had been punished ; but the 
priest replied, that he blasphemed ; that his father 
was immortal; but that with regard to tlie murder- 
ers of Philip, they had all been extirpated ; add- 
ing, that he shouid be invincible, and afterwards 
take bis seat among the deities. Having ended his 
sacrifice, he offered magnificent presents to the god, 
and did not forget the priests, who had served his 
purpose so well. 

Decorated with the splendid title of the son of 
Jupiter, and fancying himself raised above the hu- 
man species, he returned from his journey as from 
a triumph. From that time, in all his letters, his 
orders, and decrees, he always assumed this title : 
^Alexander King, Son of Jupiter-Ammon ; 
in answer to which, Olympias, his mother, one 
day made a very witty remonstrance in few words, 
by desiring him not to engage her in any quarrels 
with Juno. , 

Whilst Alexander was indulging himself in these 
chimeras, and tasting the great pleasure bis vanity 
made him conceive from this pompous title, every 

^ Varro apud A. Gell. 1. xiii» c. 4. 

^ This passage in Quintus Curtius is pretty difficult, and is 
variously explained by interpreters. 
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one derided him in secret ; and some, who had not 
yet put on the yoke of abject flattery, ventured to re- 
proach him upon that account ; but they paid very 
dear for that liberty, as the sequel will shew. Not 
satisfled with endeavouring to pass for the son of a 
god, and of being himself persuaded, if indeed this 
were possible, tliat he really was such, , he would 
^Iso pass for a god himself; till at last. Providence 
having brought to pass tlwough him the events of 
which he was chosen to be the instrument, brought 
him to his #nd, and thereby levelled him with the 
rest of mortals. 

Alexander, upon his return from the temple of 
Jupiter-Ammon, being arrived at the Palus Marco- 
tis, which was «K)t far from the island of Pharos, 
made a visit to his new city, the building of which 
was already far advanced. lie took the best me- 
thods possible to people it, inviting thither persons 
from all quarters, to w horn he tifei ed the most ad- 
vantageous conditions. ^^Ile drew to it, ’among 
others, a considerable number of Jews, by allowing 
them very great privileges ; for he not only left them 
the free excrci.se of their religion and laws, but put 
them on the same foot in every respect with the 
Macedonians whom he settled there. From thence 
he went to Memphis, where he spent the winter. 

Varro observed, that at the time this king built 
Alexandria, the use of papyrus (for writing) was 
found in Egypt. » 

’“During Alexander's stay inMemjdiis, he .settled 
tlie alFairs of Egypt, suffering none but IMacedo- 
nians to comnvmd the troops. He divided the 
country into district^ over each of which he ap- 
pointed a lieutenant, w ho received orders from him- 
self only; not thinking it’safe to intrust the general 
command of all the troops to one single person, in 
so large and populous ,a country. M’ith regard to 

s Joseph., contra Appion, 

** Arrian. 1. iii. p. 108—1 10, Q. Curt. 1. ir. c. 8. 
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the civil go\'cmmenf^ he invested one Doloaspes 
an Egyptian, w'ith the whole power of it ; for being 
' desirous that Egypt should still be governed by its 
ancient laws and customs, he was of opinion that a 
native of Plgypt, to whom they must be familiar, was 
fitter for that office than any foreigner whatsoever. 

To hastpn the building of his new city, he ap- 
pointed Cleomenes inspector over it; with orders' 
for him to levy the tribute which Arabia w'as to pay. 
But this Cleomenes was a very wicked wretch, who 
abused his authority, and oppressed the' people with 
the utmost barbarity. 

Sect. VIII. Ale^rander, after his return from 
Egypt, resolves to go in pursuit of Darius. At 
his setting out, he hears of the death of that 
monarch's queen. He causes to he paid her the 
honours which were due to her rank. He passes 
the Euphrates end Tygris, and comes up with 
Darius. 2'he famous battle of Arhela. 

‘Alexander having settled the affairs of Egypt, 
set out from thence in the spring, to march into 
the East against Darius. In his way through 
Palestine, he heard news which gave him great 
uneasiness. At his going into Egypt, he had ap- 
pointed Andromachus, whom he fiighly esteemed, 
governor of Syria and Palestine. Andfomachus 
coming to Samaria to settle some affairs in that 
country, tRe Samaritans mutinied ; and setting fire 
to the house in which he was, burnt him alive. 
It is very probable, that this was occasioned by the 
rage with which that people were fired, at their 
having been denied the same privileges that had 
been granted the Jew’s, their enemies. Alexander 
was highly exasperated against them for this cruel 
action, and accordingly he put to death all those 

‘ Diod. 1. xvii. p. 530 — 536. Arrian. 1. iii. p. Jll — 127. 
Plutarch in Alex. p. 681 — 685. Q, Curt. 1. i?. c. 9 — 16- 
Juftin. 1. xi. c. 12 — H. 
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who had any hand in it, banished the rest from the 
city of Samaria, supplying their room with a colony 
of Macedonians, and divided the rest of tlieir lands’ 
among the Jews. 

He made some stay in Tyre, to settle the various 
affairs of the countries he left behind him, in his 
progress towards new conquests. 

. He was scarce set out, when an eunuchJhrought A. M. 
word, that Darius’s consort was just dead. Hear- 
ing this, he returned back, and went into the tent 
of Sysiganfcis, whom lie found bathed in tears, ^ 
and lying on the ground, in the midst of the young 
princesses, who also were weeping; and near them 
the son of Darius, a child, * who was the more 
worthy of compassion, as he was less sensible to 
evils, which concerned him more than any other. 
Alexander consoled them in so kind and tender a 
manner, as plainly shew^ed that he himself was 
deeply and* sincerely afflicted. I/iC caused her funeral 
obsequies to be performed with the utmost splendor 
and magnificence. One of the eunuchs who su()er- 
Jntended the chamber, and who had been taken 
with the prificesses, fled from the camp, and ran 
to Darius, whom he informed of his consort’s death. 

The Persian monarch was seized with the most 
violent affliction upon hearing this news, particu- 
larly, as he^supfAised she would not be allowed the 
funeral ceremonies due to her exalted rank. But 
the eunuch undeceived him on this occasion, by 
telling him the honours which Alexander had paid 
his queen after her death, and the civilities he had 
always shewn ter in her life-time. Darius, upon 
hearing these w^ords. w as fired with suspicions of so 
horrid a kind, that they did not leave him a mo- 
ment’s quiet. 

Taking the eunuch aside, he spoke to him as 
follows. “ If thou dgst still acknowledge Darius 

* Ob id ipsum mi$erahUis, quhd nonduvi sentiebat calamitcUem, 
tmximd ex parte ad iptum redvndamtepu Q. Curt. 
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“ for thy lord and sovi:;reign, tell me, by the respect 
** and veneration thou owest to that great splendor 
of * Mithres which enlightens us, and to this 
“ hand which the king stretcheth out to thee ; tell 
me, I say, whether, in bemoaning the death of 
“ Statira, 1 do not bewail the lea^t of her evils; and 
whether, as she fell into the hands of a young 
monarch, she did not first lose her honour, and. 
“ afterwards her life.” Tlic eunuch, throw ing him- 
self at Darius’s feet, besought him not to think so 
injuriously of Alexander’s virtue; nor dishonour his 
wife and sister after her death ; and not to deprive 
himself of the greatest consolation he could possibly 
have in his misfortunes, viz, to be firmly persuaded, 
that the prince, who had triumphed over bin), ^\ ^^s 
superior to the frailties of other men ; that he ought 
rather to admire Alexander, as he had given the 
Persian ladies much stronger proofs of his virtucand 
continence, than had given the Persians them- 
selves of his valour. After this, he confirmed all 
he had before said, by the ipost dreadful oaths and 
imprecations ; and then gave him a particular ac- 
count of what public fame had related^ concerning 
the wisdom, temperance, and magnanimity of Alex- 
ander. 

Darius, returning into the hall w here his courtiers 
were assembled, and lifting up his'liand^ to heaven, 
broke into the following prayer : Ye gods, who 
preside over the birth of men, and w ho dispose of 
kings and empires, grant that, after having raised 
the fortune of Persia from its dejected state, I 
‘‘ may transmit it to my descendant, s with the same 
lustre in w hich I received it; in order that, after 
having triumphed over my enemies, I may ac- 
‘‘ knowledge the favours wliich Alexander has 
‘‘ shewn in my calamity to persons w-ho, of all 
others, are most dear to me: or, in case the time 
‘‘ordained by the fates is at last come, when it 

* The Persians worshipped the sun under the name of 
Mdrti, and tlie moon under that of Mithra, 
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** must necessarily happen, from the anger of the 
gods, or the ordinary vicissitudes of human af- 
“ fairs, that the empire of Persia must end ; grant, 
great gods, that none but Alexander may ascend 
the throne of Cyrus. 

In the mean lime, Alexander having set out upon 
his march, arrived with his whole army at Thap- 
sacus, where he passed a bridge that lay across the 
Euphrates, and continued his journey towards the 
Tygris, where he expected to come up witli the 
enemy, ^arius had already made overtures of 
peace to him twice, but finding at last that there 
were no hopes of their concluding one, umess lie 
resigned the whole empire to him, he therefore 
prepared himself again for battle. Tor this purpose, 
he assembled m Babylon an anny half as numerous 
again as that which he had at Issus, and marched 
it towards Nineveh : his forces covered all the plains 
ot Alcsopgtamia. Advice being i)i ought, that the 
enemy was not far olf, he caused Salropate^ colonel 
of the cavalry, to advance at the head of a thou- 
sand chosen horse ; aitd likewise gave six tliousand 
to governor of the province; to prevent 

Alexander from crossing ihe river, and to lay waste 
the country through uhicli that monarch was to 
pass: but he arrived loo late. 

Of all the rivers of tlie.* East, tliis is the most 
rapid; aml*it not only receives a great number of 
'ivulets in its weaves, but drags along w ith it great 
tones ; so that it is named Ty gris, on account of its 
)rodigious rapidity, an arrow being so called in the 
Persian tongue. Alexander sounded those parts of 
he river wlncli Vere Jordable, and there the water, 
.tthe entrance, cam%u|) to the horses' bellies, and 
a the middle to their bj^easts. Havitig drawn up 
is infantry in the lorm of a hall moon, and posted 
is cavalry on the two wings, they advanced to the 
urrentof the water wibli no great difficulty, carry- 
ag their arms over their heads. The king waded 

VOL. V. K 
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on foot Among the infantry, and was the first who 
appeared on the opposite shore, where he pointed 
ont with his hand the ford to tiie soldiers ; it not being 
possible for him to make them hear him. But it 
was with the greatest difiiculty they kept their foot- 
ing ; because of the slipperiness of the stones, and 
the impetuosity of the, stream. Such soldiers as 
not only carried their arms, but their clothes also, 
were much more embarrar sed ; for being unable to 
support themselves, they were carried into whirl- 
pools, unless they threw aw’ay their burthens. At 
the same time, the heaps of clothes floating up and 
down, beat down several ; and, as every man en- 
deavoured to catch at his own things, they annoy- 
ed one another more than the river did. It was to 
no purpose that the king commanded them, with a 
loud voice, to save nothing but their arms ; and as- 
sured them, that he himself w ould compensate their 
other losses ; for not one of them could bear his ad- 
monitions or orders, so great was the noise and tu- 
mult. At last, they all passed over that part of the 
ford where the water was shallowest, and the stream 
less impetuous, and their chief loss was only that of 
a small part of their baggage. • 

It is certain, that this army might easily have 
been cut to pieces, had they been opposed by a 
general who dared to conquer ; that is, to make 
ever so little opposition to their passage. But Ma- 
zffius, who might easily have defeated them had he 
coibe up \Vhen they were crossing the river ifi dis- 
order and confusion, did not arrive till tiitey wCrfe 
draw'n up in battle array. A like good fortune ha<!l 
always attended this prince hitherto, both whfeh he 
passed the Granicus in sight cf So prodigious a mul- 
titude of horse and foot, v^’ho waited his cOmictg on 
the shore ; and also in the rocks of Cilicia, when he 
found the passes and straits quite open and ddfencS- 
lesS, Where a small number of trodps might have 
cheeked his progress. This cifcutfistanee may 
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lessen our surpriseat that excessof boldness,* which 
w as his peculiar characteristic, and which perpetu- 
ally ptbtoipted hith to encounter blindly the great- 
est dangel^ ; since, as he was always fortunate, he 
never had once room to suspect himself guilty of 
rashness. . 

^ The king, haviiig encamped two days near the 
. river, commanded his soldiers to be ready for march- 
ing on the morrow ; but about nine or ten in the 
evening, when the sky was calm and clear, the moon 
fii’st lost <ts light, and appeared afterwards quite 
sullied, and, as it were, tinged witli blood. Now 
as this ha|)pcned just before a great battle was go- 
ing to be fought, the doubtful success of wJiicli had 
already filled ihe army with sufficient disquietude, 
tliey were first struck with a religious awe, and af- 
terwardii seized with fear, I’hey cried out, “ That 
“ heaven displayed the marks of its anger ; and that 
“ they w6re dragged against tjie will of the gods, 

“ to the extremities of the earth ; that rivers op- 
“ posed their passage ; that the stars refused to lend 
“ their usual light ; and that they could non’ see 
“ nothing but deserts and solitudes ; that merely to 
satisfy the ambition of one man, so many thou- 
“ sands shed their blood ; and that for a man w ho 
“ contemned his own country, disow ned liis father, 

“ and prejended to pass for a god.” 

ITiese murmufs were rising to an open insurrec- 
tion, whien Atexanderj whom nothing could intimi- 
date, summoned the officers of the army into his 
ifent, and commanded such of the Egy[)tian sooth- 
sayers rVho wfeue blest skilled in the knowledge of the 
stars, to declare what they thought of this pheno- 
menon. These kne^ very well the natural causes 
of eclipses of the itioon ; but, without entering into 
physical arguments, they contented themselves with 


* quoque, qua max ime viguh, ratio mitni / poti'nf ; qui ci 

'nigiuim in diMnnan Ttnittan tanere Q, nj. 
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saying, that the sun n^s on the side of the Greeks, 
and the moon on that of the Persians; and that, 
whenever it suffered an eclipse, it always threaten- 
ed the latter w ith some grievous calamity, whereof 
they mentioned feveral examples, all which they 
adduced as true and indisputable. Superstition 
has a surpi'ising influence over the minds of the vul- 
gar. How headstrong and inconsistent soever they 
may be, yet if they are once struck with a vain 
image of religion, they will sooner obey soothsayers 
than their leaders. The answer made byUhe Egyp- 
tians being dispersed among the soldiers, it revived 
their hopes and courage. 

The king, purposely to take advantage of this 
ardour, began his march after midpight. On his 
right hand lay the Tygris, and on his left the moun- 
tains called Cordyai. At day-break the scouts, 
whom he had sent to view the enemy, brought word 
that Darius was marching towards him ; upon 
which, lie immediately drew' up his forces in battle 
array, and set himself at their head. However, it 
was afterwards found, that they were only a detach- 
ment of a thousand horse that were sent out to re- 
connoitre, and which soon retired to the main army. 
Nevertheless, new s was brought the king, that Da- 
rius was now but a hundred and fifty * stadia from 
the place where they then were. «. 

Not long before this some letters had 'been inter- 
cepted, in which Darius solicited the Grecian sol- 
diers either to kill or betray Alexander. Nothing 
can reflect so great an odium on the memory of this 
prince, as an attempt of that kind ; an attempt so 
cowardly and black, and more than’ once repeated. 
Alexander was in doubt with himself, whether it 
would be proper for him to read these letters in a 
full assembly, relying as much on the affection and 
fidelity of the Greeks, as on that of the Macedo- 
nians. But Parmenio dissiSaded him from it ; de- 


* tSeyeii or eight leagues. 
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daring, that it would be dangerous even to awake 
such thoughts in the minds of soldiers ; that or^e 
only was sufficient to strike the blow; and that 
avarice was capable of attempting the most*enor- 
mous crimes. The king followed this prudent coun- 
sel, and ordered 4iis army to march forward. 

Although Darius had twice sued in vain for 
* peace, and imagined that he had nothing'to trust 
to but his arms ; nevertheless, being overcome by 
the advar^tageous reports which had been made to 
him of Alexander’s tenderness and humanity to- 
wards his family, he dispatched ten of his chief re- 
lations, who were to offer him fresh conditions of 
peace, more advantageous than the former; and to 
thank him for\he kind treatment he had given his 
family. Darius had, in the former proposals, given 
him up all the f)rovinces as fur as the river Halys; 
but now Jie added the several territories situated 
between the Hellespont and th<5 Euphrates^ that is, 
all he already possessed. Alexander made the fol- 
lowing answer : “ Tel>your sovereign, that thanks, 

“ between persons who make war against cadi 
‘‘ other, are superfluous; and that, in case I have 
behaved with clemency towards his family, it was 
for my own sake, and not for his ; to gratify rny 
own inclination, and not to please him. To in- 
‘‘ suit the unhappy is a thing to me unknown. I 
‘‘ do not attack either prisoners or women, and 
turn my rage against such only as are armed for 
‘‘ the fight. If Darius were sincere in his demand 
for peace, I then would debate on w hat was to be 
done; but sisce he still continues, by letters and 
“ by money, to spir^ up my soldiers to betray me, 
and my friends to murder me, I therefore am de- 
“ termined to pursue him with the utmost vigour ; 
and that not as an enemy, but a poisoner and an 
assassin. It indeed becomes him to oftcr to 
yield up to me what I am already possessed of! 
Would he be satisfied with ranking himself as 
second to me, without pretending to be my equal, 
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I niiglit possibly theft hcfir him* Tell him that 

the world will not permit two suns, nor two sove- 
‘‘ reigns. Let him therefore choose either to sur- 
“ render to-day, or fight me to-morrow, and not 
** flatter himself with the hopes of belter success 
‘‘ than he has hitherto had/' . Darius's proposals 
are certainly not reasonable ; but then, is Alexan- 
der’s answer much more so? In the former we 
behold a prince, who is not yet sensible of his own 
weakness, or, at least, who cannot prevail with 
himself to own it ; and in the latter, we ^ee a mo- 
narch quite intoxicated with his good fortune, and 
carrying his pride to sufti an excess of folly, as is not 
to he paralleled: ‘‘ The world will not permit two 
suns, nor two sovereigns.” If this*’ be greatness, 
and not bombast, I db not know uhat can ever de- 
serve the latter name. The ambassadors having 
leave to depart, returned back, and told Darius that 
he must now prepare for battle. The latter pitch- 
ed his camp near a village called Gaugamcla, and 
the river BumeUus, in a fflain at a considerable dis- 
tance from Arbela. ijc had before levelled the 
spot wliich he pitched upon for the field of battle, 
in order that his chariots and cavalry might have 
full room to act ; recollecting, that his engaging in 
the straits of Cilicia had lost him the battle fought 
there. At the same time, be had pftjparad caltraps* 
to annoy the enemy’s horse. 

Alexander, upon hearing this news, continued 
four days in the place he then w as, to rest his army, 
and surrounded his camp with trenches and pali- 
sades ; for be was determined to leave all his bag- 
gage and the useless soldiers ^in it, and march th(j 
remainder against the enemy, with no other equi- 
page than the arms they carried. Accordingly, he 
set out about nine in the evening, in order to fight 

t 

* A caltrap is an instrument composed of iron spikes. Se- 
veral of these arc laid ki the fields through whii h the cavalry 
is to march, ia cxider that they may run into the hordes* feet. 
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Darius at day-break ; who, upon this news, had 
drawn up his army in order’ of battle. Alexander 
^so marched iq battle-array ; for both armies were 
within two or three leagues of each other. When 
he was arrived at the mountains, where he -could 
discover the enemy’s w hole army, he halted ; and, 
having assembled his general officers, as well Ma- 
cedonians as foreigners, he debated whether they 
should engage immediately, or pitch their camp in 
that place. The latter opinion being followed, be- 
cause it ijas judged proper for them to view the 
field of battle, and the manner in which the enemy 
was drawn up, the army enjcamped in the same or- 
der in which it had marched ; during which Alex* 
auder, at the head of his light infantry, and his royal 
regiments, marched round the plain in which the 
battle was to be fought. 

Beingf returned, he assembled his general officers 
a second Xime, and told them that there was no oc- 
casion for his making a speech, because tjieir cou- 
rage and gr(‘at actions were alone sufficient to ex- 
cite them to glory ; that he desired them only to re- 
present to the soidiers, tliat they were not to figlit, 
on this occasion, for Ph(jcniciaor I'^gypt, but for all 
Asia, which w'ould be possessed by him who should 
qqnquer; and that, after having gone through so 
iqaqy provinceg, and Iclt behind them so great a 
nuqiber of rivers and mountains, they could secure 
their retreat no otherwise than by gaining a com- 
plete victory. After this speech, he ordered them 
to take some repose. 

It is sgid that Parmenio advised him to attack 
the enemy iif tlic night-time, alleging that they 
might easily bq deftk^ted, if fallen upon by surprise, 
and in the dark ; but tjlic king answered, so loud, 
that all present might hear him, that it did not 
become Alexander to steal a victory, and therefore 
he was resolved to fight and conquer in hroud day- 
light. This was a haughty, but, at the same time, 
a prudent answer; for it was running great hazard, 
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to fall upon so numerous an army in the night-time, 
and in an unknown country. Darius, fearing he 
should be attacked at unawares, because he had not 
intrenched himself, obliged his soldiers to continue 
the whole night under arms, which proved of the 
highest prejudice to him in the ei^agement. 

Alexander, who in the crisis of affairs used always 
to consult the soothsayers, observing very exactly 
whatever they enjoined, i» order to obtain the fa- 
vour of the gods, finding himself upon tlie point of 
fighting a battle, tlie success of which wids to give 
empire to the conqueror, sent for Aristander, in 
whom he reposed the giv^atest confidence. He then 
shut himself up with the soothsayer, to make some 
secret sacrifices ; and afterwards oflefed up victims 
to * Fear, w hich he .doubtless did to prevent his 
troops from being seized with dread, at the sight of 
the formidable army of Darius. The soothsayer, 
dressed in his vestments, holding vervaiir, with his 
head veiled, first repeated the prayers which the king 
was to address to Jupiter, to Minerva, and to Vic- 
tory, The whole being ended, Alexander went to 
bed, to repose himself during the remaining part of 
the night. As he revolved in his mind, not without 
some emotion, the consequence of the battle which 
was upon the point of being fought, he could not 
sleep immediately. But his body teing oppressed, 
in a manner, by the anxiety of his mincf, he slept 
soundly the whole night, contrary to his usual cus- 
tom : so that when his generals were assembled at 
day-break before his tent, to receive his orders, they 
w^ere greatly surprised to find he was not awake ; 
. upon which they themselves commanefed the soldiers 
to take some refreshment. Partnenio having atlast 
awakened him, and seemingtsurprised to find him in 
so calm and sweep a sleep, just as he was going 
to fight a battle, in w hich his whole fortune lay 
at stake : ‘‘ How is it possible (said Alexander) for 


♦ We must read in Plutarch <p6^tu instead of 
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us not to be calm, since the enemy is coming to 
deliver himself into our hands?” Immediately he 
took up his arms, mounted his horse, and rode 
up and down the ranks, exhorting the troops to 
maintain, and, if possible, to surpass their an- 
cient fame, and the glory they had hitherto ac- 
quired. Soldiers, on the day of battle, imagine 
.they see the fate of the engagement painted in the 
face of their general. As for Alexander, he had 
never appeared so calm, so gay, nor so 'resolute. 
The sererlity and security which they observed in 
him, were in a manner so many assurances of the 
victory. • 

There was a great difference between the two 
armies with respect to numbers, but much more so. 
with regard to courage. TIuU of Darius consisted 
at * least of six hundred thousand foot, and forty 
thousand ahorse ; and the other of no more than 
forty thoLffeand foot, and sevey or eight thousand 
horse; but the latter was all fire and Jitrength; 
whereas, on the side of the Persians, it was a pro- 
digious assemblage of men, not of soldiers ; f an 
empty phantom rather than a real army. 

Both sides were disposed in very near the same 
array. The forces were drawn up in two lines, the 
cavalry on the two wings, and the infantry in the 
middle; the o«e and the other being under the 
particular* conduct of the chiefs of each of the dif- 
ferent nations that composed them, and command- 
ed in general by the principal crown officers. The 
front of the battle (under Darius) was covered with 
two hundred (jhariots, armed with scythes, and with 
fifteen elephants, that king taking his post in the 
centre of the first 1/he, Ifesides the guards, w hich 
were the flower of his •forces, he also had fortified 
himself with the Grecian infantry, whom he had 


* According to several historians it amounted to upwards oi 
a million of men. 

t Nomina vends quam auxilia, Q. Curt. 
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drawn up near his person ; believing this body only 
cfipa.ble pf opposing tfie Macedonian phalanx. As 
hia army spread over a much greater space of ground 
than that of the enemy, he intended to surround, 
and to charge them, at one and the same time, 
both in front and dank. 

But Alexander had guarded against this, by giving 
orders to the commanders of the second line, that 
in case they should be pharged in their rear, to 
face about to that side ; or else to draw up their 
troops in form of a gibbet, and cover tl^ir wings, 
in case the enemy should charge them in flank. He 
bad posted, in the front of his first line, the great- 
est part of his bow-men, slingers, hurlers of jave- 
lins, in order that these might make head against 
the chariots armed with scythes ; and frighten the 
horses, by discharging at them a shower of arrows, 
javelins, and stones. Those who led on the wings, 
were ordered to extend them as wide as. possible; 
but in such a mannfer as not to weaken the main 
body. As for the baggage and the captives, among 
w'hom were Darius’s mother and children, they 
were left in the camp, under a small guard. Par- 
menio commanded, as he had always done, the left 
wing, and Alexander the right. 

When the two armies came in sight, Alexander, 
who had been shewn the several places where the 
caltraps were hid, extended more and* more to- 
wards the right to avoid them ; and the Persians 
advanced forward in proportion. Darius, being 
afraid lest the Macedonians should draw him from 
the spot of ground he had levelled, and carry him 
into another that was rough and uneven, wiiere his 
armed chariots could not act, fiommanded the ca- 
valry in his left wing, which spread much farther 
than that of the enemy’s right, to march right for- 
ward, and wheel about upon the Macedonians in 
flank, to prevent them from* extending their line 
further. Then Alexander dispatched against them 
the body of horse in his service commanded by 
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Metudfts ; but, as thesu were.not able to make hea4 
againat the enemy, because of their prodigious num- 
bers, he reinforced them with the Pseomans, whom 
Aretas commanded, and with the foreign cavalry- 
Xhe barbarians gave way at first, but soon retorn^ 
to the charge. Besides the advantage of numbers, 
they had that also of their coats of mail, which sc- 
.cured themselves and their horses much more. 
Alexander’s cavalry was «much anpoyed : however, 
they sustained the charge with great bravery, and 
at last puft them to flight. 

Upon this, the Persians drove the chariots arm- 
ed with scythes against the Macedonian phalanx, 
in order to break it, but with little success. The 
noise which the soldiers who formed that body- 
made, by striking their swoixfe against their buck- 
lers, and, the arrows which flew on all sides, fright- 
ed the horses, and made a great number of them 
turn back*against their own troops. Others, laying 
hold of the horses’ bridles, pulled the ridors down, 
and cut them to pieces. Part of the chariots drove 
between tiic liattalions, whicli opened to make way 
for them, as they had been ordered to do, by whicli 
means they did little or no execution. 

Alexander, seeing Darius set his whole army in 
motion in order to charge him, cmployetl a strata- 
gem to encourage bis soldiers. ^ hen the battle 
was at* the hottest, and the Maceilonians were in 
the greatest danger, Aristander, the soothsayer, 
clothed in his white robes, holding a branch of lau- 
rel in his hand, advances among the troops as he 
had been ins^ucted by the king : and, crying that 
he saw an eagle hovering over Alexander’s head 
(a sure omen of vi(5tory), be shewed wdth his finger 
the pretended bird to. the soldiers; who relying 
upon the sincerity of the soothsayer, fancied they 
also saw it; and thereupon renewed the attack 
with greater chearfdlness and ardour than ever. 

Then the king perceiving that Aretas, after having 
charged the cavalry, and put tliem into disorder, 
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upon their advancing to surround his right wing, 
had begun to break the foremost ranks of the main 
body of the barbarian army ; marched to support 
him with the flower of hia troops, when he quite 
brokd the enemy’s left wing, which had already 
begun to give way ; and without p.ursuing the forces 
which he had thrown into disorder, he wheeled to 
the left, in order to fall upon the body in which 
Darius had posted himself. The presence of the 
two kings inspired both sides with new vigour. 
Darius was mounted on a chariot, and ft,lexander 
on horseback ; botii surrounded with their bravest 
oflicers and soldiers, whose only endeavour was to 
save the lives of their respective princes, at the 
hazard of their own. The battle war obstinate and 
bloody. Alexander, having wounded Darius’s 
equerry with a javelin, the Persians, as w^ll as the 
Macedonians, ima^ned that tlie king was killed ; 
upon which the former, breaking aloud into the 
most dispial lamentations, the whole army was 
seized with the greatest consternation. The rela- 
tions of Darius, who were at his left hand, fled away 
with the guards, and so abandoned the chariot; 
but those who were at his right, took him into. the 
centre of their body. Historians relate, that this 
prince, having drawn his scimitar, reflected whether 
he ought not to lay violent hands* upon himself, 
rather than fly in an ignominious manner ; but, per- 
ceiving from his chariot that his soldiers still fought, 
he was ashamed to forsake them ; and, as he was 
wavering between hope and despair, the Persians 
retired insensibly, and thinned their r^anks ; when it 
could no longer be called a battle, but a slaughter. 
Then Darius, turning about hte chariot, fled with 
the rest ; and the conqueror was now wholly em- 
ployed in pursuing him. 

Whilst all this was doing in the right wing of the 
Macedonians, where the vietdry was not doubtful ; 
the left wing, commanded by Parmenio, was in 
great danger. A detachment of the Persian, In* 
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dian, and Parthian horse, wj;iich were the best in 
all the Persian army, having broke through the in- 
fantry on the left, advanced to the very baggage. 
The moment the captives saw them arrive in the 
camp, they armed themselves with every thing that 
came first to hand, and joining the cavalry, rushed 
upon the Macedonians, who were now charged 
both before and behind. They, at the same time, 
told Sysigambis, that Darius had. won the battle 
(for this they believed) ; that the whole baggage 
was plundered, and that she was now going to re- 
cover her liberty. But this princess, who was a 
woman of great wisdom, thopgh this new^s affected 
her in the strongest manner, could not easily give 
credit to it ; aijd being unwilling to exasperate, by 
too hasty a joy, a conqueror, ^ho had treated her 
with so much humanity, did not discover the least 
emotion ;*ijid not once change countenance, nor let 
drop a sin^e word ; but, in her usual posture, calmly 
waited till the event should denounce her fate. 

Parmenio, upon the first report of this attack, 
had dispatched a messenger to Alexander to ac- 
quaint him with the danger to which the camp was 
exposed, and to receive his orders. Above all 
things (said the prince) let him not weaken his 
main body ; let him not mind the baggage, but 
apply himself wholly to the engagement; for vic- 
tory wnll hot only restore us our own possessions, 
‘‘ but also give those of the enemy into our hands.*' 
The general officers, who commanded the infantry 
which formed the centre of the second line, seeing 
the enemy were going to make themselves masters 
of the camp and bagi^age, made a half-turn to the 
right, in obedience ^ the order which had been 
given, and fell upon tho Persians behind, many of 
whom were cut to pieces, and the rest obliged to 
retire ; but as these were horse, the Macedonian 
foot could not follow them. 

Soon after, Parmenio himself was exposed to 
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fiiuch grisater pwl. Maiseiis, having riishfed upon 
him \Vith all his chatged lh6 Majcedbdian^ 

ih flank, and began to surround them. Imnifedi- 
httely Parmtenio sent Alexander advice of thfe dang^ 
he vvas in ; declaring, that in case he were not itti- 
hiediately Siiccoured, It ^t'ould ,be impossible for 
him to keep his soldiers together. The prince wa.s 
atliially in pursuit of Darius, and fancying be was 
aihiost come up with hkn, rode with the btmost 
speed. He flattered himself, that he should abso- 
lutely put an end to the war, in case h^ could but 
seize his persbrt. But, upon this hews, he turned 
about, in order to suceour his left wing, shuddering 
tVith rage to see his prey and victory torh in this 
hianher frohi hiih ; and complaining/^gainst fortune, 
for having favbured*Dai'ius more in his flight, thaP 
himself in the pursuit of that monarch. 

Alexander, in his march, met the enemy’s horse 
who had plundered the baggage; returning in 
good ttvder, and retiring, not. a.s soldiers who had 
faeett defeated, but almost as if they had gained the 
victory. An'd now the battle became more obsti- 
nate than before; for, the barbarians marching 
close in columns, not in order of battle, but of 
march, it was very difficult to break through them ; 
and they did not amuse themselves with throwing 
javelins, nor with wheeling about, according to 
their ostial custom ; but man engaging against hian, 
ea'ch did all that lay in his pOweV tb unhorse his 
ehethy. Alexander lost threescote of hte guards 
fothiS attack. Hephtestion, Ccenus, and Meoldas, 
Vfiilfe tVOUhded in it; however h^ triumphed on 
Wife dcbasioh, and all the barbariaife were cut to 
l^tefcts, ■ekcfept such as forced %eir tray through his 
^uaditma. • 

Dating this, news had "been brObghl Mailfeife 
tWfH^t%ktvas defeated ; upori which, being greatly 
alarmed and dejected by the ill success Of that 
Ihdiigh the advantage Vras entiieiy Oh his 
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side, he cfeised td charge ^he enetriy, who were 
now iti disorder, so briskly as before, l^armehio 
could not conceive how it came to pass, that the 
battle, which before was carried on so warmly, 
should slacken on a sudden : however, like at! able 
commander, who seizes every advantage, solely 
intent upon inspiring his soldiers with fresh vigour, 
he observed to them, that the terror which spread 
throughout the enemy’s ranks, wa? the forerunner 
of their defeat; and fired them with the notion 
how gloricns it would be for them to put the last 
hand to the victory. Upon this exhortation, they 
recovered their former hopes and bravery; and 
transformed on a sudden, as it were, into other 
men, they gav^ their horses the rein, and charged 
the enemy with so much fury, as threw them into 
the greatest disorder, and obliged them to By. Alex- 
ander catiip up at that instant, and overjoyed to find 
the scale turned in his favour,^ and the enemy en- 
tirely defeated, he renewed (in concert witl^Parme- 
nio) the pursuit of Darius. He rode as.far as Ar- 
bela, where he fancied*he should come up with that 
monarch and all his baggage ; but Darius had only 
Just passed by it, and left his treasure a prey to the 
enemy, with his bow and shield. 

Such ,was the success of this famous battle, which 
gave empire to the conqueror. According to Arrian, 
the Persians lost three hundred thousand men, be- 
sides those who were taken prisoners ; which, at 
least, is a proof that the loss was very great on their 
side. That of Alexander Was very inconsiderable, 
he not losing, according to the last-mentioned au- 
thor, twelve hundred men, most of whom were 
horse. This engagement was fought in the month 
of * October, about tlie same time, that, two years A. M. 
before, the battle of Issus was fought. As Gau- 
gdmela, in AssJ^rih, the spbt whfere thfe two armies 

t 

♦ The Mbth, cilTIhd by tftb t&niteks Bb^romi^, itwwers 
partly to ourinazith of October. 
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engaged, was a small place of very little note, this 
was called the battlh of Arbela, that being the 
nearest city to the field of battle. 


Sect. IX. Alexander possesses Mmself of Arbela, 
Babylon, Susa, Persepolis ; and- finds immense 
riches in those cities. At a banquet he sets fire 
to the palace’of Persepolis. 

'‘Alexander’s first care, after his obtaining the 
victory, was to offer magnificent sacrifices to the 
gods by way of thanksgiving. He afterwards re- 
warded such as had signalized themselves remark- 
ably in the battle ; bestowed riches upon them with 
a very liberal hand, dnd gave to each of them houses, 
employments, and governments. But, being de- 
sirous of expressing more particularly his gratitude 
to the Greeks, for having appointed hini generalis- 
simo against the Persians, he gave orders for abo- 
lishing the several tyrannical institutions that had 
started up in Greece ; that the cities should be re- 
stored to their liberties, and all their rights and pri- 
vileges. He wrote partiffularly to the Plataeans, de- 
claring, that it was his desire their city should be re- 
built, to reward the zeal and bravery by which their 
ancestors had distinguished themShlves^ in defend- 
ing the common liberties of Greece. He also sent 
part of the spoils to the people of Crotona in Italy; 
to honour, after the lapse of so many years, the 
good-will and courage of Phayllus the wrestler, a 
native of their count;fy, ' who (whilst, war was carry- 
ing on by the Medes, and when all the rest of the 
Greeks that were settled in Iti^y had abandoned the 


^ Diod. 1. xvii. p. 538 — 5^. , Arrian. 1. iii. p. 127 — 133. 
Pint, in Alex. p. 685 — 688. Quiijt. CuVt. 1. v. c. 1 — 7, Justin. 
1. xi. c. 14. 

1 Herodotas relates this history in very few words, 1. viii. 
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true Grecians, imagining the^ were entirely undone) 
fitted out a galley at liis own expence, and sailed to 
Salamis, to partake of the danger to which his coun- 
trymen were at that time exposed. So great a 
friend and encourager, says Plutarch, was Alex- 
ander, of every kind of virtue ; considering liiinself 
obliged in a manner to perpetuate the remembrance 
•of all great actions ; to give them the immortality 
they merited, and pro[>ose them to posterity, as so 
many models for their imitation. 

Darius, after his defeat, with very few attend- 
ants, had rode towards the river Lycus. After 
crossing it, several advised fiim to break dowm the 
bridge, because the enemy pursued him. But he 
made this generous answer,* “ That life was not 
“ so dear to him, as to make him desire to preserve 
it by the destruction of so many thousands of his 
subjects*and faithful allies, who, by that means, 
would be delivered up to the rhercy of the enemy; 
that they had as much right to pass over this 
bridge as their sovereign, and consequently that 
it ought to he as open to them as to himself.” 
After riding a great number of leagues full speed, he 
arrived at midnight at Arbela. From thence he fled 
towards Media, over the Armenian mountains, fol- 
lowed by his nobility, and a few of his guards. 
The reaspnof his going that way was, his suppos- 
ing that Alexander would proceed towards Baby- 
lon and Susa, there to enjoy the fruits of his vic- 
tory; besides, a numerous army could not pursue 
him by this road ; whereas, in the other, horses and 
chariots might advance with great ease ; not to men- 
tion that the country ^as very fruitful. 

A few days afier Arbelos surrendered to Alexan- 
der, who found in it a great quantity of furniture 
belonging to the crown, rich clothes, and other pre- 

* Non ita se saluti tua velle consultum, tu tot millia sociorym 
houi objiciat: debere ct aUisfuget viam paiere, quapatumt sUn, 
Justin. 



14 <$ THE HISl*ORr 

cious articles, with fohr thousand talents (about 
775,000/.), and all the riches of the army, which 
Darius had left there at his setting out against 
Alexander, as was before observed. But he was 
soon obliged to leave that place, because of the dis- 
eases that spread in fiis camp, occasioned by the 
infection of the dead bodies which covered all the 
field of battle. This prinefc advanced therefore 
over the plains ’towards feabylon, and, after four 
days’ march, arrived at Memnis, where, ^in a cave, 
is seen the celebrated fountain which throws out 
bitumen, in such quantities, that, we are told, it 
was used as cement in building the walls of Ba- 
bylon. 

But what Alexander admired mo%t, was a great 
gulph, whence streamed perpetually rivulets of 
fire, as from an inexhaustible spring ; and a flood 
of naphtha, which overflowing, from the-prodigious 
quantities of it, foVmed a great lake pretty near 
the gulph. This naphtha is exactly like bitumen, 
but has one quality more, viz. its catching fire so 
very suddenly, that, before it touches a flame, it 
takes fire merely from the light that surrounds the 
flame, and sets the air between both on fire. The 
barbarians, being desirous of shewing the king the 
strength and subtile nature of this combustible sub- 
stance, scattered several drops of it up and down 
after his arrival in Babylon, in that street which went 
op to the liouse he had chosen for his residence. 
After this, going to the other end of the street, they 
brought torches near the places where those drops 
were fallen (for it was night), and 'the drops which 
were nighest the torches tai^ng fire on a sudden, 
the flarite ran in an insist to the other- end ; by 
Which means the whole siWeet seemed in one gene- 
ral Conflagration. 

When Alexander drew near Babylon, Mazffius, 
who had retired thither after the battle of Arbela, 
surrendered himself, with his children, who were 
grown up, and gave the city into his hands. The 
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king was very well pleased -with his arrival; for he 
would have met with great difficulties in besieging 
a city of such importance, and so well provided 
with every thing. Besides his being a person of 
quality, and very brave, he had also acquired great 
honour in the last battle; and others might be 
prompted, from the example he set them, to imi- 
• tate him. Alexander entered the city at tlie head 
of his whole army, as if he had been marching to a 
battle. The walls of Babylon were lined with peo- 
ple, notwithstanding the greatest part of the citi- 
zens were gone out to meet him, from the impa- 
tient desire they had to sde their new sovereign, 
whose renown had far outstripped his march. Ba- 
gophanes, governor of the fortress, and guardian 
of the treasure, unwilling to tfiscover less zeal than 
Mazaeus, strewed the streets with flowers, and 
raised on 'both sides of the way silver altars, which 
smoked not only with frankincense, but the most 
fragrant perfumes of every kind. Last ofall came 
the presents which wore to be made the king, viz. 
herds of cattle, and a great number of horses ; as 
also lions and panthers, which were carried in 
cages. After these the magi walked, singing hymns 
after the manner of their country ; then the Chal- 
deans, accompanied by the Babylonish soothsayers 
and musicians :*it was customary for the latter to 
sing the praises of their kings to their instruments; 
and the Chaldeans to observe the motion of the 
planets, and the vicissitude of the seasons. The 
rear was brought up by the Babylonish cavalry, of 
which both men and horses were so sumptuous, 
thaft imagination can scarce conceive their magni- 
ficence. The king caused the people to walk after 
hie infantry, and hino^elf, surrounded with his 
gqards, and seated on a chariot, entered the city; 
and from thence rode Jo the palace, as in a kind of 
triumph. The next day he took a view of all Da- 
rius’s money and moveables. Of the moneys which 
he found in Babylon, he gave, by way of extraor- 
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dinary recompence, t© each Macedonian horse- 
man six mitKr (about fifteen pounds); to each fo- 
reign horseman two mince (about five pounds ;) 
to every Macedonian foot soldier, two mince; 
and to every one of the rest, two months of 
their ordinary pay. He gave orders, pursuant to 
the advice of the magi, with whom he had several 
conferences, for the rebuilding the temples which 
Xerxes had demolished; ‘and, among others, that 
of Belus, w ho was held in greater veneration at Ba- 
bylon than any other deity. He gave the govern- 
ment of the province to Mazasus, and the command 
of the forces he left there, to Apollodorus of Am- 
phipolis. 

Alexander, in the midst of the hui^ry and tumult 
of war, still preserved a love for the sciences. He 
used often to converse with the Chaldeans, whg 
had always applied themselves to the studyof astro- 
nomy from the earliest times, and gained great fame 
by their* knowledge in it.* They presented him 
with astronomical observations, taken by their pre- 
decessors during the space of 1903 years, which 
consequently went as far backward as the age of 
Kimrod. These were sent by Callisthenes, who 
accompanied Alexander, to Aristotle. 

The king resided longer in Babylon than he had 
done in any other city, which was of gree^t prejudice 
to the discipline of his forces. The people, even 
from a religious motive, abyphdoned themselves to 
pleasures, to voluptuousness, and the most infa- 
mous excesses; nor did ladies, though of the high- 
est quality, observe any decorum, oc shew the least 
reserve in their, Jicentiousness, but gloried therein, 
so far from endeavouring to conceal it, or blush- 
ing at their enormity. It'^must be confessed, that 
this army of soldiers, w-hich had triumphed over 
Asia, after having thus ener^vated themselves, and 
rioted, as it were, in the sloth and luxury of the 
city of Babylon, for thirty-four days together, would 
* 2orphyr,apud Simplic,in lib, ii, Coclo, 
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have been scarce able to complete their exploits, 
had they been opposed by an enemy. But, as 
they were reinforced from time to time, these irre- 
gularities were not so visible; for Amyntas brought 
six thousand foot and five hundred Macedonian 
horse, which were»sent by Antipater ; and six hun- 
dred Thracian horse, with three thousand five hun- 
dred foot of the same nation; besides four thou- 
sand mercenaries from feloponnfesus, with near 
four hundred horses. 

The aboVe-mentioned Amyntas had also brought 
the king fifty Macedonian youths, sons to noblemen 
of the Ijighest quality in the Country, to serve as his 
guards, 'riiese youths waited upon him at table, 
brought hiju lii*5 horses when in the field, attended 
upon him in parties of huntindf, and kept guard at 
th^e door of his apartment by turns : and these were 
the first steps to the highest employments both in 
the army and the state. * 

After Alexander had left Babylon, be entered the 
province of Sitacena, the soil of which is very fruit- 
ful, and productive of every thing valuable, wdiich 
made him continue the longer in it. But lest indo- 
lence should enervate the courage of his soldiers, 
he proposed prizes for such of them as should exert 
the greatest bravery; and appointed as judges of 
the action^ £>( th*ose who should dispute this ho- 
nour, persons, who themselves had been eye-wit- 
nesses of the proofs of^ravery which each soldier 
had given in the former battles ; for on these only 
the prizes were to be bestowed. To each of the 
eight men who were pronounced most valiant, he 
gave a regiment, consisting of a thousand men ; 
whence those officers were called ChiliarchL This 
was the first time that regiments were composed 
of so great a number of soldiers, as they consisted 
before but of five hundsed, and had not yet been 
the reward of valour. The soldiers ran in crowds 
to. view this illustrious sight, not only as eye-w it- 
nesses of the actions of all, but as iudsres over 
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, ■ judges themselves; because they might perceive 
very easily, whether rewards were bestowed on 
merit, or merely by favour ; a circumstance in which 
soldiers can never be imposed upon. The prizes 
seem to have been distributed with the utmost 
equity and justice. • 

He likewise made several very advantageous 
changes in military discipline, as established by his 
predecessors ; fo‘r he form'ed one single body of his 
whole cavalry, w'ithout shewing any regard to the 
difference of nations, and appointed such officers to 
command them, as they themselves thought fit to 
nominate; whereas beft)re, the horse of every nation 
used to fight under its own particular standard, and 
was commanded by a colonel of its‘’country. The 
trumpet’s sound used to be the signal for the 
inarch ; but as it very frequently could not be well 
heard, because of the great noise that Is made in 
decamping, he gavfc orders that a standard should 
be set up over his tent, which might be seen by his 
whole army. He also appointed fire to be the sig- 
nal in the night-time, and smoke in the day. 

Alexander marched afterwards towards Susa, 
where he arrived twenty days after his leaving Baby- 
lon. As he came near it, Abutites, governor of 
the province, sent his son to meet him, with a pro- 
mise to surrender the city into his hands whetlier 
he was prompted to this froiq his own inclination, 
or did it in obedience to die orders of Darius, to 
amuse Alexander with the hopes of plunder, the 
king gave this young nobleman a very gracious 
reception, who conducted him to tlie river Choaspes, 
the waters of which are so famous, upon account 
of their exquisite taste.™ The kings of Persia 
never drank of any other ; and, whithersoever they 
went, a c|uantity of it, after having been put over 
the fire, was always carsied after them in silver 
vases. It was here that Abutites came to wait upon 


" Herod. lib. i. c. 188 . 
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him, bringing presents worthy of a king ; among 
whiqb were dromedaries of inqredible swiftness, and 
tw'elve elephants which Darius had sent for from 
India. Being come into tlie city, he took immense 
^ums out of the treasury, with fifty thousand 
talents of silver in ore and ingots, besides move- 
ables, and a thou*sand other things of infinite value. 
This wealth was the produce of the exactions im- 
posed for several centuries upon the common peo- 
ple, from whose sweat and poverty immense reve- 
nues wer(| raised. Tilie Persian monarchs fancied 
they had amassed them for their children and pos- 
terity; but, in one hour, thgy fell into the hands of 
a foreign king, who was able to make a right use 
of them; for Alexander seemed to be merely the 
guardian or trustee of the imijiense riches which he 
found hoarded up in Persia; and applied them to 
no other, use than the rewarding of merit and 
courage. • 

Among other things, there were foupd f five 
thousand quintals of Ilermione purple, the finest 
in the world, which had been treasured up there 
during the space of one hundred and ninety years; 
notwithstanding which, its beauty and lustre were 
no ways diminished. 

Here likewise was found a part of the rarities 
which Xerxes .had brought from Greece ; and, 
among *others, the brazen statues of Harmodius 
and Aristogiton, whjqh Alexander sent afterwards 
to Athens, where they were standing in § Arrian’s 
time. 

* About aeven miUions five hundred thousand pounds. 

•f The reader will b^e an idea of the prodigious value of 
when he is told* that this purple w as sold at the rate of a 
hundred crowns a pound. Tlie quintal is a hundred weight of 
Paris. 

% Ilermione was a city of Argolis^ where the best purpla 
was dyed. * 

I What Arrian ascribes here to Alexander, in regard to the 
statues of Harmodius apd Aristogiton, is attributed by other 
historians to other princes. 
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The king being resolved to march intd Persia, 
appointed Archelaus governor of the city of Susa, 
with a garrison ot three thousand men; Mazarus, 
one of the lords of his court, was made governor of 
the citadel, with a thousand Macedonian soldiers, 
who could not follow him by reason of their great 
age. He gave the governujcnt of Susiana to Abu- 
tites. 

He left Darius’s mother and children in Susa, 
and having received from Macedonia a great quan- 
tity of ptirple stuffs and rich habits, mad/; aftci the 
fashion of the country, he presented them to Sysi- 
gamhis, together w ith the artificers who had w rought 
them ; for be had paid her every kind of honour, 
and loved her as tenderly as if she, had been his 
niother. He likewise commanded the messengers 
to tell her, that in case she was plt'ased w ith those 
stuffs, she might make her grandchildren^ Team the 
art of weaving them, by way of amusement ; and to 
give them as presents to w homsoever they should 
think proper. At these words, the tears w hich fell 
from her eyes shewed but tod evidently how greatly 
she was displeased with these gifts, and how insult- 
ing she considered the message; the working in wool 
being considered by the Persian women as the high- 
est ignominy. Those who carried these presents, 
having told the king that Sysigambi? was very much 
dissatisfied, he thought himself obliged fo'make an 
apology for what he had done,, and administer some 
consolation to her. Accordingly, he paid lier a visit, 
when he spoke thus : “Mother, the stuff' inwhichyou 
see me clothed, was notonly a present from my sis- 
“ ters, but wrought by their fingers.** Hence I beg 
** you to believe, that the custoRi of rny country mis- 
led me ; and do not consWer that as insult, which 
** was owing entirely to ignorance. I believe I have 
not as yet done any thing which I knew interfered 
“ with your manners and customs. I was told, that 
among the Persians it is a sort of crime for a son 
to seat himself in his mother’s presence^ without 
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first obtaining her leave. .You are sensible how 
cautious I have always been in this particuldr; 
‘‘ and that 1 never sat down, till you had first laid 
your commands upon me to do so. And every 
lime that you were going to fall prostrate before 
me, I only ask you whether 1 would suffer it? As 
“ the highest testimony of the veneration 1 have for 
y you, 1 have always called you by the tender 
name of mother, tlioitgli this belongs properly 
“ to Olympias alone, to whom I owe mv birth.” 

What Iihave just now related, may suggest two 
reflections, both which, in my opinion, arc very 
natural, and at the same time of the utmost im- 
portance. 

First, we sc^ to how great a height the Persians 
(so vain and haughty in othcriespects) carried the 
veneration they shewed their paicnts. The rc’ader, 
doubtless, •rememl)crs, that Cyrus the Circat, in the 
midst of his corKiuests, and aj the most brilliant 
era of his good fortune, would not Ticcept of the 
advantageous ofler rnatle him by Cyaxares, his 
uncle, of giving him his daughterniT marriage, and 
JMcdia for her dow ry, till he had first advised with 
his father and mother, and obtained their consent. 
* History informs us, here,that among the Persians, 
a son, how great and [)ow’erful soever he miglit be, 
never dared to seat himself before bis motlicr, till 
he bad fil’s*t obtained her leave; and that to do 
otherwise was considered as a crime. Alas ! how 
widely different are our nianners! 

Secondly, I discov er in the same relation, several 
valuable tootst^'ps of that happy simf)licity wljiclj 
prevailed in ancicait times, when it was the custom 
for ladies, thouglj of tlie greatest distinction, to 
employ themselves in uj^ful and sometimes labo- 
rious works. Every one knows what is told ns in 
Scripture to this purpose concerning liehccca, 

* Scio apud ftlium in conspectu mains nefas esse considcre, 
nisi cum ilia permisit, Q. Curt. 
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Rach^iiel, and several others. We read in Homer, 
of princesses themselves drawing water from springs, 
und washing, with their own hands, the linen of 
their respective families. * Here the sisters of Alex- 
ander, that is, the daughters of a powerful prince, 
are employed in making clothes for their brother. 
The celebrated Lucretia used td spin in the midst 
of her female attendants. Augustus, who was sove- 
reign of the world, wore, for several years together, 
no other clothes but w hat Ins wife and sister made 
him. It w as a custom in the northern parts of the 
world, not many years since, for the princes, who 
then sat upon the thropc, to prepare several of the 
dishes at every meal. In a word, needle-work, the 
care of domestic affairs, a serious and retired life, is 
the proper function qf women, and for this they were 
designed by Providence. The depravity of the age 
has indeed affixed to these customs, whiph are very 
near as old as the creation, an idea of meanness and 
contempt: but then, what has it substituted in the 
room of the hardy and vigorous exercises which a 
proper education, enabled the sex to undertake, in 
the room of that laborious and useful life w hich w as 
spent at home? A languid indolence, a stupid idle- 
ness, frivolous conversation, vain amusements, a 
strong passion for public shows, and a frantic love 
of gaming. Let us compare thesf two characters, 
and then pronounce which of them ’may justly 
boast its being founded on good sense, solid judg- 
ment, and a taste for truth and nature. It must, 
nevertheless, be confessed, in honour of the fair 
sex and of our nation, that several ladies among 
us, and those of the highest quality, make it not 
only a duty, but a pleasure, tro employ themselves 
in works, not of a trifling, but of the most u^s^ful 
kind ; and to make part of their furniture with their 
own hands. I also might add, that great numbers 

* Mater, hanc vestem, qua indutus. sum, sarorum solum 
donum, sed etiam opus vides. Q. Cuet. 
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of these adorn their inind« lyith agreeable, and, at 
the same time, serious and useful studies. 

Alexander, having taken his leave of Sysigambis, 
who now was extremely well satisfied, arrived on the 
banks of a river, called by the inhabitants of the 
country Pasi-Tigris. * Having crossed it with nine 
thousand foot and^ three thousand horse, consisting 
.of Agrians, as well as of Grecian mercenaries, and 
a reinforcement of three thousand 'J'hracians, he en- 
tered the country of the UxiL This region lies near 
Susa and Extends to the frontiers of Persia; a nar- 
row pass only lying between it and Susiana. Ma- 
detes commanded this province, f This man was 
not a time-server, nor a follower of fortune ; but 
faithful to his sovereign, he resolved to hold out to 
the last extremity ; and for tLys purpose, had with- 
drawn into his own city, which stood in the midst 
of craggy, rocks, and was surrounded with preci- 
pices. Having been forced frjm thence, he retired 
into the citadel, whence the besieged sant thirty 
deputies to Alexander, to sue for quarter; which 
they obtained, at last, by the intm:ession of Sysi- 
gambis. The king not only pardoned Madetes, 
who was a near relation of that princess, but like- 
wise set all the captives, and those who had sur- 
rendered themselves, at liberty ; permitted them to 
enjoy their several rights and privileges ; would not 
suffer the city to be plundered, and permitted them 
to plough their lands without paying any tax or 
tribute. Could Sysigambis have possibly obtained 
more from her own son on this occasion^ had lie 
been the victgr ? 

The Uxii being subdued, Alexander gave part 
of bis army to Parftienio, and commanded him to 
march it through the plain; whilst himself, at the 
head of his light-armed troops, crossed the moun- 

t 

* This is a difFerent river from the Tigris. 

f Kmd sani temporim homo : quippe ultima prof.de experiri 
decr€v$rat. Q. Curt. 
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tains, which extend as^far as Persia. The fifth day 
he arrived at the pass of Susa. Ariobarzanes, with 
four thousand foot and seven hundred horse, had 
taken possession of those rocks wliich are craggy on 
all sides, and posted the barbarians at the simHuit, 
out of the reach of arrows. lie also bad built a w all 
in those passes, and encamped his forces under it. 
As soon as. Alexander advanced in order to attack 
him, the barbarians rolled, from the top of the 
mountains, stones of a prodigious size, which falling 
from rock to rock, rushed forward with tfie greater 
violence, and at once crushed to pieces whole bands 
of soldiers. The king being very much terrified 
at this sight, commanded a retreat to be sounded ; 
and it was with the utmost grief he saw himself not 
only stopped at this pass, but deprived of all hopes 
of ever being able to force it. 

Whilst he was revolving these gloomy thoughts, 
a Grecian prisoner presented himself to Alexander, 
and promised to conduct him to the top of the 
mountain b}" another way. The king accepted of 
the offer, and, the superintenclance of the 

camp and of the army to Craterus, he commanded 
him to cause a great number of fires to he lighted, 
in order that the barbiiriaus might thereby be more 
strongly induced to believe, that Alexander was 
there in person. After this, taking some chosen 
troops with him, he set out, going through ‘all the 
byeways as his guide directed. But, besides that 
these paths w^ere very craggy, and the rocks so slip- 
pery, that their feet would scarce stand upon them ; 
the soldiers were also very much disV'essed by the 
snows which the winds had brought together, and 
which were so deep, that the rfien fell into them, 
as into so many ditches ; and w^hen their comrades 
endeavoured to draw them out, they themselves 
would likewise sink into them ; not to mention, 
that their fears were greatly increased by the hor- 
rors of the night, by their being in an unknown 
country, and conducted by a guide whose fidelity 
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was doubtful. After having gone through many 
difficulties and dangers, they at last got to the top 
of the mountain. Then going down, they discover- 
ed the enemy’s corps-de-garde, and appeared be- 
hind them sword in hand, at a time when they least 
expected it Sucl^ as made the least defence, w ho 
w’ere but few, were cut to jaeces ; by wdiich means 
the cries of the dying on one side, and on the other 
the fright of those who w'tre retiring to their main 
body, spread so great a terror, that they fled, with- 
out striking a blow. At this noise Craterus ad- 
vanced, as Alexander had commanded wJien he left 
him, and sei^d the pass, which, till then, had re- 
sisted his attacks ; and at the same time, Pliilotas 
advanced forwards by another way, with Amyntas, 
Coenus, and Polyspcrchon, aiuhbroke quite through 
the barbafians, who now were attacked on every 
side. Tiie greatest part of them w ere cut to pieces, 
and those who fled, fell into pr^icipices. Ariobar- 
zaneSj with part of li:e cavalry, escaped through 
mountains. , 

Alexander, in consequence of'Tne good fortune 
which constantly attended him in all his undertak- 
ings, having extricated himself happily out of the 
danger to wliich he was so lately exposed, marched 
immediately towards Persia. On the road he re- 
ceived lettefs from Tiridates, governor of Persepo- 
lis, w hich’ informed him, that the inhabitants of that 
city, upon the report of his advancing tow^ards him, 
were determined to plunder Darius’s treasures, 
with which he was intrusted, and therefore that it 
was necessary Jur him to make all the haste ima- 
ginable to seize them himself ; that he had only the 
* Araxes to cross,, aftSr which the road was smooth 
and easy. Alexander, u^on this news, leaving his 
infantry behind, marched the whole night at the 
head of his cavalry, who were very much harassed 
by the length and swiftness of this march, and pass- 


* This is not the same riyer with that in Armenia, 
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«(1 the Araxes on a bridge, which, by his order, had 
been built some days before. 

But, as he drew near the city, he perceived 
a large body of men, who exhibited a memorable 
example of the extremest misery. These wQrc 
about eight hundred Greeks, very far advanced in 
years, who, having been made prisoners of war, 
had suffered all the torments w’hich the Persian 
tyranny could' inflict. They had cut off the hands 
of some, the feet of others ; the noses and ears of 
others : after which, having iinpresse*(3, by fire, 
barbarous characters on their faces, they had the 
inhumanity to keep them as so many laughin(»- 
stocks, with w'hich they glutted their eyes and the?r 
cruelty. They appeared like so tnany shadows, 
rather than like mefl ; speech being almost the only 
tiling by which they were known to be such. Alex- 
ander could not refrain from tears at this 'Sight ; and, 
as they unanimously besought him to commiserate 
their cdhdition, he bid them, with the utmost ten- 
derness, nottq^despond, and assured them that they 
should again see their wives and country. This pro- 
posal, which one might suppose should naturally 
have filled them with joy, perplei^ed them very much, 
various opinions arising on that occasion. “ How 
“ will it be possible (said some of them) for us to ap- 
“ pear publicly before all GreecS, in tfie dreadful 
“ condition to which we are reduced; a condition 
“ still more shameful than dissatisfactory.? The liest 
“ way to bear misery is to conceal it ; and no coun- 
“ try is so sweet to the wretched, as solitude, and 
. “ an oblivion of their past happinest. Besides, how 
** will it be possible for us tq undertake so long a 
“journey? Driven to a ^reat distance from Eu- 
“ rope, banished to the most remote parts of the 
“ East, worn out with age, and most of our limbs 
“ tnumed, can we pretend to undergo fatigues. 

“ which have wearied even a triumphant armv ? 

“ The only thing that now remains for us, is to hide 
“ our misery, and to end our days among those 
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“ who are already so accustomed to our misfor- 
“ tunes.” Others, in whom the love of their coun- 
try extinguished all other sentiments, represented, 
“ that the gods offered them what they should not 
“ even have dared to wish, rh. their country, their 
“ wives, their chiidrci), ami all those things for 
“ whose sake men are fond of life, and despise 
death. That they had long enough borne the 
“ sad yoke of slavery ; ahd that nothing happier 
“ could present itself tlian their being indulged the 
“ bliss of ijoing at last to breathe the air of liberty, 

“ to resume tlieir ancient manners, Inw.s, and sacri- 
“ fices, and to die in presewce of their wives and 
“ children.” 

However, the foi iner oiriuion prevailed ; and ac- 
cordingly they besought the knig to j)Prmit them to 
continue in a country where tiicy had spent so many 
years. Hre granted their rerp:cnt, and presented 
each of them * three thousand dsacinnas; five men's 
suits of clothes, and the same number for women; 
two couple of oxen to plough thdi lands, and corn 
to sow them. I le commanded tfitTgovernor of the 
province not to suffer them to be molested in any 
manner, and ordepd that they should be free from 
taxes and tributes of every kind. Such behaviour 
as this was truly royal. H was, indeed, impossible 
for Alexander td restore them the limbs, of which 
the Perelans had so cruelly dcfirived them ; but he 
restored them to liberty, tranquillity, and abun- 
dance. Thrice happy those princes, who are af- 
fected with the pleasure which arises from the doing 
of good actions, and who melt with pity lor the 
unfortunate ! ^ ■ 

Alexander, having called together, the next day, 
the generals of bis army, represimted to them, 

“ That no city in the world had ever been nmie 
“ fatal to the Greeks J;han Persepolis, the ancient 


• About wrentf -five pounds. 
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“ residence of the Persian monarcbs, and the capi' 
“ tal of their empire. That it » as from thence all 
“ those mighty armies poured, wiiich had overflowed 
“ Greece ; and whence Darius first, and afterwards 
“ Xerxes, had carried the fire-brand of the most 
“ accursed war, wliich had laid,, waste all Europe; 
“ and tlierefore that it was incumbent on them to 
“ revenge tlie manes of their ancestors.” It was 
already al)andoned by thfc Persians, v\ho all fled as 
fear directed them. Alexander entered it with his 
phalanx, when the victorious soldiers so6n met with 
riches sufticieut to satiate their avarice, and im- 
mediately cut to pieceu ail tliose who still remained 
in the city. However, the king soon [)ut an end 
to the n)assacic, and published an order, by which 
his soldiers w ere forbid to violate the chastity of the 
women. Alexander had before possessed himself, 
either by force or capitulation, of a great number 
of incredibly rich cities ; but all this was a trifle 
compared with the treasures he found here. The 
barbarians had laid up at Persepolis, as in a store- 
house, all the wealth of Persia. Gold and silver 
were never seen here but in heaps, not to mention 
the clothes and furniture of ines^mable value, lor 
this was the seatot luxury. There were found m the 
treasury one hundred and twenty thousand tak nts, * 
which were designed to defray the exppnce of the 
war. I'o this prodigious sum he added f six thou- 
sand talents, taken from Pasargada. This was a 
city which Cyrus had built, wherein the kings of 
Persia used to be crowned. 

During Alexanders stay in Peicepolis, a little 
before he set out upon his march against Darius, 
he entertained his friends atV banquet, at which 
the guests drank to excels. Among the women, 
who were admitted to it, was I'hais the courte- 
san, a native of Attica, andpt that time mistress to 

* About eighteen millions sterling. 

t About nine hundred thousand pounds. 
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Ptolemy, who afterwards was king of Egypt About 
the end of the feast, durinft which she had studi- 
ously endeavoured to praise the king in the most 
artful and delicate manner (a stratagem too often 
practised by women of that character), she said, 
with a gay tone of voice, ‘‘ That it would be matter 
of inex press! blejoy to her, were she'^permitted (in 
order to end this festival nobly) to burn the mag- 
nificent palace of Xerxes, whohad burned Athens; 
and to set it on fire with her own hand, in pre- 
sence of the Iciiig, in order that it might be said 
in all parts of the world, that the women, who 
ha ' followed Alexander in his expedition to Asia, 
had ta! eri much better verfgeance of the Persians, 
for ^ 2 liiany calamities they had brought upon 
the Grecians, than all the generals who had 
fought for them both by sea* and land.** All the 
guests applauded the discourse ; when immediately 
the king fpse from table (his head being crowned 
with flowers), and taking a toiGi in his hand, he 
advanced forward to execute this mighty exploit. 
The whole company follow him,4),ij4king into loud 
acclamations, and afterwards, singing and dancing, 
they surround the palace. All the rest of the 
Macedonians, at .this noise, ran in crowds, with 
lighted torches, and set fire to every part of it. 
However, Alexander was sorry, not long after, for 
what hejjfld clone; and thereupon gave orders for 
»-xtinguishing the lire, but it was too late. 

As he was naturally very bountiful, his great suc- 
cesses increased this beneficent disposition; and he 
accompanied the presents he made with such testi- 
monies of humtfnity and kindness, and so obliging a 
demeanor, as very miich enhanced their value. He 
acted thus in a- particular manner towards fifty 
Macedonian young noblemen, who served under 
him as guards. Olympias his mother, thinking him 
too profuse, wrote to him as follows : I do not 
blame you (said she) for being beneficent towards 
‘‘ your friends, for that is acting like a king : but 
yoL. V. M 
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“ then a meclium ought to be observed in your 
“ magnifieence. You "equal them all with kings, 

“ and by heaping riches on them, you give them 
“ an opportunity of making a great number of 
“ friends, of all whom you deprive yourself.” As 
she often wrqjp the same advice to him, he always 
kept her letters very secret, and did not shew them 
to any person ; but happening to open one of them, 
and beginning to read it, Jlephasstion drew near to ’ 
him, and read It over his shoulder, which the king 
observing, did not offer to hinder him but only 
taking the ring from his finger, he put the seal of it 
upon the lips of his favourite, as an admonition to 
him not to divulge what he had read. 

He used to send magnificent presents to his mo- 
ther : but then he would never let her have any con- 
cern in the affairs of the government. She used 
frequently to make very severe complaints upon 
that account, but he always submitted to her ill 
humour ,with great mildness and patience. Anti- 
pater having one day written a long letter against 
her, the king, eftvr reading it, replied, “ Antipater 
“ does not know that one single tear shed by a 
“ mother, will obliterate ten thousand such letters 
“ as this.” A behaviour like this, and. such an an- 
swer, shew, at one and the same time, that Alex- 
ander was both a kind son and an able politician; 
and that he was perfectly sensible how" dangerous 
it would have been, had he invested a woman of 
Olympias’s character with the supreme authority. 
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Sect. X. Darius leaves Echatana. He is betrayed 
and put in chains by BessuSy governor of Bac* 
triana. The latter^ upon Alexander s advancing 
towards him, f ieSy after having Hkvered Darius 
with woundsy who expires a feiv moments before 
Alexander s arrival. He sends his corpse to 
Sysigamhis. * - 

"AlexaVdeu, after he had taken Persepolis 
and Pasargada, resolved to pursue Darius, who 
was arrived by this time at^Ecbatana, the capital of 
Media. There remained still with this fugitive 
prince thirty fbousand foot, among whom were four 
thousand Greeks, who w'ere*faithful to him to the 
last. Besides these be had four thousand slingers, 
and upw'^rds of thiee thousand cavalry, most of 
them Bactrians, commanded by Bessus, governor of 
Bactriana. Darius inarched his forces a Ifttle out of 
the common road, l>aving urtieje^ his baggage to 
go before ; then assembling Jiis principal officers, 
he spoke to them as follows : J)ear companions, 
among so many thousand men who composed 
my army, you alone have not abandoned me 
‘^during the whole course of my ill fortune; 
‘‘ and in »a litfle time, nothing but your fidelity 
and constancy will be able to make me fancy my- 
self a king. Deserters and traitors now govern in 
‘‘ my cities; not that they are thought worthy of 
the honour bestowed on them, but that the 
rewards wlfich are given them may tempt you 
to follow their ej^mple, and stagger your perse- 
verance. You hav^ however, still chosen to 
fallow my fortune rather than that of the con- 
queror, for which you certainly have merited a 
• 

■ DitnJ. 1. xvii. p. 540 — 546. Arrian. 1. iii. p. 1-^3 — 137. 
Plutarch in Alex. p. 689. Cl. Curt. 1. v. c. S — -14. Justiu^ 
J. xi. c. 15. 

. M C 


A. K 
367-1 
Ant. J. 
330. 



1.64 


THE 'history 

“ recompence from the gods ; and do not doubt 
“ but they will prove beneficent towards you, in 
“ case that power is denied me. With such sol- 
“ diers and officers I would brave, without the least 
“ dread, the enemy, how formidable soever he 
“ may be. "^at! would any one have me sur- 
“ render mysCTf up to the mercybf the conqueror, 
“ and expect from him, as a reward of my baseness 
“ and meanness of spirit, the government of some 
“ province whicfi'be may condescend to leave me? 
“ No — It never shall be in the power o.f any man, 
“ either to take away, or fix upon my head, the dia- 
“ dem I wear; the same hour shall put a period to 
“ my reign and life. If you have all the same cou- 
“ rage and resolution, which I can no ways doubt, 
“ I will engage that you shall retain' your liberty, 
“ and not be exposed to the pride and insults of the 
“ Macedonians. You have in your hands the 
“ means either to revenge or terminate, all your 
“ evils.” Having ended this speech, the whole 
body of soldiers replied with shouts, that they were 
ready to follow him whithersoever he should go, and 
would shed the last drop of their blood in his 
defence. 

Such w'as the resolution of the soldiery; but 
Nabarzanes, one of the greatest lords of Persia, and 
general of the horse, had conspired with Bessus, 
general of the Bactrians, to commit the blackest of 
all crimes, to seize upon the person of the king, 
and lay him in chains; which they might easily do, 
as each of them had a great number of soldiers 
under his command. Their design was,' if Alex- 
ander should pursue them, to secute themselves, 
by giving up Darius alive into, his hands ; and, in 
case they escaped, to mprder that prince, and 
afterwards usurp his crown, and begin a new war. 
These traitors soon won over the troops, by repre- 
senting to them, that they , were going to their 
destruction ; that they would soon be crushed under 
the ruins of an empire which was just ready to fall,* 
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at the same time that Bactriana was open to them, 
and offered them immense riches. Though. these 
intrigues were carried on very secretly, they came 
however to the ear of Darius, \vho could not be- 
lieve them. Patron, who commanded the Greeks, 
entreated him, l>ut in vain, to pitcif his tent among 
them, and to trust the guard of his person to men 
on whose fidelity he might depend. Darius could 
not prevail with himseff to put so great an affront 
upon the Persians, and therefore made 'answer : 

That*^t would be a less affliction to him to be 
“ deceived by, than to condemn them. That he 
would suffer the worst of evils amidst those of his 
own nation, rather than seek for security among 
strangers, •tiow faithful and afiectionate soever he 
rnight believe them : and* that he could not but 
“ die tpo late, in case the Persian soldiers thought 
him unworthy of life.'’ It was not long before 
Darius Experienced the trutl4 of this information ; 
for the traitors seized him, bound him id chains of 
gold, by way of honour, as he^^was a king, and then 
laying him in a covered chariot, *they set out to- 
wards Bactriana. 

Alexander being arrived at Ecbatana, was in- 
formed that Darius had left that city five days be- 
fore. He then commanded Parmenio to lay up all 
the treasyres of Persia in the castle of Ecbatana, 
under^a strong guard which he left there. Ac- 
cording to ® Strabo, these treasures amounted to a 
hundred and eighty thousand talents (about tw enty- 
seven millions sterling); and, according to ** Justin, 
to ten thousand talents (about fifteen hundred thou- 
sand pounds) more. He ordered him to march 
afterwards tow^iirds’Tlyrcania, by the country of the 
Cadusians, with the TBracians, the foreigners, and 
the rest of the cavalry, tho royal companies except- 
ed. He sent orders^ to Clitus, who staid behind 
in Susa, where be lay sick, that as soon as he was 
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arrived at!Ecbatana, he ^ould take the forces which 
were left in that city, and come to him in Parthia. 

; Alexander, with the rest of his army, pursued 
Darius, and arrived the eleventh day at * Rhages, 
which is a long day’s journey from the Caspian 
straits: but Darius had already- passed through 
them. Alexander now despairing to overtake him, 
what dispatch soever he might make, staid there 
five days to rest his forces. He then marched 
against the Parthians, and the first day pitched his 
camp near the Caspian straits, and passed them the 
next. News was soon brought him, that Darius 
had been seized by the traitors ; that Bessus had 
caused him to be drawn in a chariot, and had sent 
the unhappy monarch before, in order to be the 
surer of his person ; that the whole army obeyed 
that wretch, Artabazus and the Greeks excepted, 
who not having a soul base enough to consent to so 
abominable a deed, 8.nd being too weak to prevent 
it, had therefore left the high road, and marched 
towards the mo unta ins. 

This was a fr^ motive for him to hasten his 
march. The barbarians at his arrival were seized 
with dread, though the match would not have been 
equal, had Bessus been as resolute for fighting as 
for putting in execution the detestable act aboVe- 
nientioned: for his troops exceeded the epemy both 
in number and strength, and were all cool and ready 
for the combat; whereas Alexander’s troops were 
quite fatigued with the length of their march. But 
the name and reputation of Alexander (a motive 
all-poH'erful in war) filled them with- such terror, 
that they all fled. Bessus and his accomplices 
being come up with Darius,' requested him to 
mount his horse, and fly from the enemy, but 
he replied, that the gods were ready to avenge the 
evils he bad suffered ; and beseeching Alexander 
to do him justice, he refused to follow a band of 

* This is the cit}^ mentioned in Tobit iii. 7. 
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traitors. At these words they fell into such a fury, 
that throwing their darts at him, they left him co- 
vered with wounds. After having perpetrated this 
horrid crime, they separated, in order to leave dif- 
ferent footsteps of their flight, and thereby elude 
the pursuit of the enemy, in case be should follow 
them; or at lea^ oblige him to divide his forces. 
Nabarzanes took the way of Hyrcania, and Bcssus 
that of Bactriana, both being followed by a very few 
horsemen; and, as the barbarians were by this 
means dastitute of leaders, they dispersed themselves 
up and down, as fear or hope directed their steps. 

After searching about ig different places, Darius 
was at last found in a retired spot, his body run 
through with^spears, lying in a chariot, and drawing 
near his end. However, he lifid strength enough be- 
fore he died to call for drink, which a Macedo- 
nian, ndmed Polystratus, brought him. He had with 
him a Persian prisoner, whom he employed as inter- 
preter. Darius, after drinking the liqu<ir that had 
been given him, turned to the Macedonian, and said, 

“ That in the deplorable stat^ tc which he was re- 
“ duced, he hoaever should have the comfort to 
“ speak to one who could understand him, and that 
“ his last words would not be lost. He therefore 
“ charged him to tell Alexander, that he died in his 
“ debt, without having had the power of returning 
“ his c^igations. That he gave him infinite thanks 
“ for the great kindness he had shewn towards 
“ his mother, his wife, and his children, not only 
“ sparing their lives, but permitting them to con- 
" tinue in their former splendor. That he be- 
“ sought the gods to give victory to his arms, and 
“ make him njona»'ch of the universe. That he 
“ thought he heed not entreat him to revenge the 
“ execrable murder committed on his person, as 
“ this was the common cause of kings.” 

After this, taking Polystratus by the hand, “Give 
“ him (said he) thy hand, as I ^ve thee mine; and 
“ carry him, in my name, the only pledge I am 
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“ able to ^ve of my gratitude and affection.” Say- 
ing these words, he breathed his last. Alexander 
coming up a moment after, and seeing Darius’s 
body, wept bitterly ; and, by the strongest testimo- 
nies of grief that could be shewn, proved how in- 
timately he was affected with the unhappiness of a 
prince who deserved a better fateT He immediately 
pulled off his military cloak, and threw it on Da- 
rius’s body j then causing^ it to be embalmed, and 
his coffin to be horned with a royal magnificence, 
he sent it to Sysigambis, in order that it'might be 
interred with the honours usually paid to the de- 
ceased Persian monarc^s, and be entombed with 
his ancestors. 

A, M. Thus died Darius, the third year ^of the 1 1 2th 
Ant* J% Olympiad, at about fifty years of age, six of which 

”s30. ^ reigned. He was a gentle and pacific prince; 

his reign, with the exception of the death, bf Cari- 
demus, having been unsullied with injustice or cru- 
elty, which was owing either to his natural lenity, or 
to- his not having had an opportunity of acting 
otherwise, froa>>«ie‘'perpetual war in which he had 
been engaged against Alexander ever since his ac- 
cession to the throne. In him the Persian empire 
ended, after having existed two hundred and six 
years, computing from the beginning of the reign of 
Cyrus the Great (the founder of it), under thirteen 
kings, viz. Cyrus, Cambyses, Smerdis tbb'Magian, 
Darius son of Hystaspes, Xerxes I., Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, Xerxes II., Sogdianus, Darius No- 
thus, Artaxerxes Mneinon, Artaxerxes Ochus, 
Arses, and Darius Codomanus. 

Sect. XI. ' Vices zvhich ^st cat&ed the decline^ 

■ and at last the ruin, (y the Persian empire. 

The death of Darius Codomanus may very justly 
be considered as the aera, but not as the sole cause, 
of the destruction of the Persian monarchy. When 
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we take a general view of tl>e history of the kings 
above-mentioned, and consider with some attention 
their different characters and methods of governing, 
whether in ^ peace or war, we easily perceive that 
this decline was prepared at a great distance, and 
carried on to its en^ by visible steps which denoted 
a total ruin. 

. We may declare at first sight, that the declension 
of the Persian empire and its fail, areowingto its very 
origin and primitive institution. It had been formed 
by the unicfh of two nations, who differed very much 
in manners and inclinations. The Persians were a 
sober, laborious, modest people ; but the Medes 
were wholly devoted to pomp, luxury, softness, and 
voluptuousness. The example of frugality and 
simplicity which Cyrus had &et them, and their 
being obliged to be always under arms to gain so 
many victories, and support themselves in the midst 
of so many enemies, prevented those vices from 
spreading tor some time : but when all was stibdued 
and in subjection to tl^eni, the tj^judness which the 
Medes had naturally for pleasures and Inagnificence, 
soon lessened tlie temperance of the Persians, and 
became, in a little time, the prevailing taste of the 
two nations. 

Several other causes conspired to this. Babylpn, 
when conquered, ititoxicated hervictors with her poi- 
soned cup, ’and enchanted them with the charms of 
pleasure. She furnished them with such ministers 
and instruments, as were adapted to promote luxury, 
and to foment and cherish voluptuousness with art 
and delicacy; atyi the wealth of the richest provinces 
in the world, being at the entire disposal of new 
sovereigns, they thereUy were enabled to satiate all 
their desires. • 

Even Cyrus himself, as I have observed elsewhere, 
contributed to this, without foreseeing the conse- 
quences of it; and prepared men’s minds forit by the 
splendid festival which he gave, after having ended 
^is conquests ; at which be shewed himself in the 
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mid^ of his troops, wJio had shared in his victories, 
a^itii such a pomp and ostentation as were most ca- 
pable of dazzling the eye. He first inspired them 
with an admiration for pomp and show, which they 
bad hitherto despised. He suggested to tliem, that 
magnificence and riches were ^worthy of crowning 
the most glorious exploits, and the end and fruit of 
them : and by thus inspiring ins subjects with a 
strong desire for things they saw so highly esteemed 
by a most accomplished prince, his example autho- 
rized them to abandon themselves to thalf inclination 
without reserve. 

He spread this evU still farther by obliging his 
judges, officers, and governors of provinces, to appear 
with splendor before the people, the better to repre- 
-aent the majesty of«the prince. On one side, these 
magistrates and commanders easily mistook these or- 
naments and trap|)ings of their employments for the 
most essential par,ts of them, endeavouring to dis- 
tinguish themselves by nothing but this glittering 
outside: and, on ^ the other, men of the greatest 
wealth in the^provinces proposed them as so many 
patterns for their imitation, and were soon followed 
by persons of moderate fortune, whom those in the 
lowest stations of life strove to equal. 

So many causes of degeneracy uniting together, 
and being authorized publicly, soon destroyed the 
ancient virtue of the Persians. They ‘did, not sink, 
like the Romans, by imperceptible decays, which 
had been long foreseen and often opposed. Scarce 
was Cyrus deed, but there rose up as it were an- 
other nation, and kings of a quitf different genius 
and character. Mention was no longer made of 
that manly, that severe edtication which was be- 
stowed on the Persian youth ; of those public schools 
of sobriety, patience, and emulation for virtue, nor 
(rf those laborious and warlike exercises; of all these 
' there did not remaiu the smallest traces: their 
young men teing brought up in splendor and ef- 
feminacy, which they now saw was had in bonouj, 
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immediately began to despise^the happy simplicity 
of their forefathers, and formed^ in the space of one 
generation, an entire new set of people, whose man- 
ners, inclinations, and mafims, were directly op- 
posite to those of ancient times. They grew haughty, 
vain, effeminate, inhuman, and perfidious in trea- 
ties; and acquired this peculiar character, that they, 
of all people, were the most abandoned to splendor^ 
luxury, feasting, and even *to drunkenness; so that 
we may affirm, that the empire of the Persians was, 
almost at its birth, what other empires became 
through length of time alone, and began where 
others end. It bore the prin<?iple of its destruction 
in its own bosom, and this internal vice increased 
in every successive reign. 

After the unsuccessful expeditions of Darius and 
Xerxes againstScythia and Greece, the princes their 
successors •became insensible to the ambition of 
mailing conquests, and gave themselves up a prey 
to idleness and effeminacy; they grew careless of 
military discipline, and .substitutid in the place of 
regular soldiers, inured to the toils of war,a confused 
multitude of men, who were taken by force out of 
their respective countries. The reader may have ob- 
served, on more than one occasion, that tlie whole 
strength, and almost the only resource of thePersiau 
army, lay in th.e GT'eeks whom they retained in their 
service : <JTat, properly speaking, they depended on 
them only, and always took great care to oppose them 
to the best troops of the enemy: they were the only 
soldiers in Dariuses army who performed tlieir duty, 
and continued faithful to him to the last; and uc 
have seen that Memnon the Rhodian was the sole 
great general wharnaJe head against Alexander. 

Instead of choosing for the command of their 
forces officers of skill and experience, they used to 
appoint persons of the greatest quality of every na- 
tion, who frequently had no other merit than their 
exalted birth, their riches and credit; and who were 
distinguished by nothing but the sumptuousness of 
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thdif feasts and enteftainments, by the ma^ificence 
of their equipages, ♦and by the crowd with which 
they were ever surromded, of guards, domestics, 
eunuchs, and women ;*such an assemblage, formed 
merely for vain show and ostentation, rather than 
for warlike expeditions, encusnbered art army (al- 
ready but too numerous) with useless soldiers, made 
^t slow in its marches and movements by its too 
heavy baggage, and rendered it incapable of sub- 
sisting long in a country, and of following up great 
enterprises in sight of an enemy. ' 

I'he Persian monarchs shutting themselves up in 
their palaces in ordher to abandon themselves to 
pleasures, and appearing seldom abroad, placed 
their whole confidence, and by that means all their 
authority, in eunu£hs, in women, in slaves, and in 
flattering courtiers, whose sole thoughts and endea- 
vours were to banish true merit, which was offensive 
to them ; to give tlie rewards appointed for services 
to their own creatures ; and to intrust the greatest 
employments of the'state to persons devoted to tlieir 
interested and ambitious views, rather than to such 
whose abUiUes rendered them capable of serving 
their, country. 

Another characteristic of these princes, which is 
but too frequent in that high sphere, contributed very 
much to the . ruin of the empire, 'They were accus- 
tomed from their infancy to have their etk-s soothed 
with false praises and the most extravagant com- 
pliments', and to have a blind submission paid to 
their will. They were educ^ed in so exalted an 
idea of their own grandeur, tbat«they readily per- 
•uaded themsdves that the rest of men were formed 
merely to serve them, and administer to their plea- 
sures, They wbre not iaugbt their duties, nor the 
matims of a wise and good -government j the prin- 
cip^ by.whidi men should judgeof solid merit, and 
sel^t persons able ta.govem under them. They did 
not know that they were raised to sovereign power 
merely to protect their subjects and make them 
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happy. They were not made sensible of the exqui- 
site pleasure that a monarch feels, who is the delight 
of his subjects, and the public source of the felicity 
of so vast an empire, as Cyrus the Great had been, 
who was so dear to his people, that every individual 
family considered him as their father, and bewailed 
his death as a public calamity. So far from this, a 
monarch’s grandeur was declared to consist in mak- 
ing himself feared, and in*his being able to gratify 
all his passions with impunity. 

So ill judged an education must necessarily form 
either weak or vicious princes. They were not able 
to sustain the weight of so mighty an empire, nor to 
grasp the several parts of so extensive and laborious 
an administration. Idleness, and a love for pleasure, 
made them careless and aversp to business; and 
they sacrificed matters of the highest importance to 
their vain *amusements. Some of them were born 
with such happy dispositions, that they would have 
become good princes, had they not been enervated 
bythe charms of a voluptuous life; and abandoned 
themselves to the allufements of a too despotic 
power, and an over-great prosperity. By flattery, 
they were rendered incapable of listening, in their 
counsels, to any expressions delivered with freedom, 
or of suffering the least opposition to their wills. . 

It is no wondet they were not beloved by. their 
subjects, their whole study was to aggrandize 
themselves and to sacrifice all considerations to that 
alone. . Darius, in bis misfortunes, was abandoned 
by the generals of his armies, by the governors of 
his provinces, by his officers, domestics, and subjects ; 
and did not find any where a sincere affection, nor a 
real attachment to his •person and interest. Thd 
dazzling splendor oT the Pessian monarchy concealed 
a real weakhess ; and this unwieldy power, height- 
ened by so much pomp and pride, had no support 
in the hearts of the people ; so that this Colossus, 
at the very first blow, fell tothe ground. 





t^dceiamon remits from the Mace- 
donians^ with almost all Peloponnesus. Antipater 
marches out on this occasion, d feats the enemy 
in a battle, in which Agis is killed. ^Alexander 
marches against Bessus. Thalestris, queen of 
the Amazons, comes to *visit him from a far 
country. Alexander, at his return from Par- 
thia, abandons himself to plimure and excess. 
He continues his march against Bessus. A 
pretended conspirdey of PMlotas against the 
king. He, and Parmenio his father, are put to 
death. Alexander subdues several nations. He 
at last arrives m Bactriana, whither Bessus is 
brot^ht to him. 

A.M. ^ Whmst things passed in Asia, as we have seen, 
A^f J^C brojke^ut in Greece and Macedortia. 

*33o! Memnon, wtiom AlexandeV had sent into Thrace, 
having revolted there, and thereby drawn the 
forces of Antipater on that side ; the Lacedaemo- 
nians thought this a •proper opportunity to throw 
off the Macedonian yoke, and engaged almost all 
Peloponnesus im their design. « Upon this news, 
Antipater, after having settled to the^feest of his 
power the affairs of Thrace, returned with the ut- 
most expedition into Greece, whence he immedi- 
ately dispatched couriers, in order to give Alexander 
an account of these several transq,ctions. As soon 
as Antipater was come up with the enemy, he 
resolved to give them battlA The Lacedaemonian 
army consbted of no mrore than twenty thousand 
fopt> tod two thousand horse, under the command 
of Agis their kingj whereas that of Antipater was 
twice ttiat numter. ^ Agis, in order to make the 

« Kod, kxTii. p.537. Q. Curt. l.vi. c. I. 




saperioi^w itamikriqfho ^ 
ofanAtTpwsp6tqf,^und.^\ 
great vigcmr, each end^^Tiiijj"‘t^^^ 
themselves in an eVt^rdtnt^^'a^er^lai’ fl 
Hour of their respectiv^^l^untri# j fired wii^ 

the remembrance of 4heir pristine ,gTiii^, ai^ thfe 
other animated by'flhdif present' gfbite'ess^ ifeght 
with equal courage; the Lacedtbmdniahs for liberty, 
and the Macedonians for empire. Iphg as the 
armies continued on the spot where the battle be- 
gan, Agis had the advantage ; but Aiitipater, by 
pretending to flj, drew the enemy info the pl^s; 
after which, extending his wlyjle army/hegaiti^ a 
superiority, and made a proper use of his advanta^. , 
Agis was distinguished by his suit of armour, his 
noble mien, and still more so l^y his valour. The 
battle was hottest round his person, and, he himSeif 
performed the most astonishing acts of bra«^|iy. At 
last, after Having been wounded in several parts of 
his body, his soldiers carried him off upon his 
shield. However, this did nu|,damp their courage, 
for having seized an *advanbigeous'*post, where 
they kept close in their ranks, they resisted with 
great vigour the attacks of the enemy. After having 
witlutood them a long tim«, the Lacedsemonians 
began to give ground, being scarce able to. hold 
their arms, whichjvere all covered^with sweat; they 
afterwar^ mired very fast, and at lest. ran quite 
away. The king, seeing himself closely pursued, 
still made some efforts, notwithstanding Uie weak 
condition tp which he was reduced, in order to o[^ 
pose the enemy. Intrepid and invincible to the last, 
oppressed by numbers, he died s%vord in;.haod. , 

In this engagementi upwards of three ftjousaad 
Lacedsemonians R>st thek lives, . and a tbousaOd 
Macedonians at most;, but very few p^"4he.lafter 
returned home unwounded. Tlks vicphry not only 
ruined the power of Sparta and its allies, but also 
the hopes of those wiio only waited the issue of tl|js 
war, to declare themselves. ApUpater imfiaediat^y 



to^ but, like 

i^ exp^iWfecl couftie;, be drewup .tbe account 
in Ifee-tposl. modest aed, circupispect- terms : 
A^d sucb^s Weuebest adapted to diminish the lus^e 
of a victory which .might expose, him to envy. He 
W ^nsihre, that Alexander’s dehcacy on the point 
.ojf'hwiout very great, that he looked upon 

''^fe SorV '^liich another person obtained, as a dimi- 
irmtioiii 'ot his own. And, * indeed he could not 
fofbieari 'When, this .news was brought him, to let 
drop; SPm® words, which discovered bir jealousy. 

; Ajntipatei* did not dare to dispose of aoy thing by 
life private authority, and only gave the Lace- 
dsenionWs embassy to the kin^ m 
order ti^at they themselves might learn their fate 
.fehto his pw-n mputb- Alexander pardoned them, 
some^^vtfaose.-who had occasioned the revolt ex- 
ceptedifthd these he punislw^. 

' Darius’s death did not hinder Alexander irom 
'piirsuin® Bessus, who had withdrawn intoBactriana, 
y?here, b§ had assi^ed the title of king, by the name 

■ of Aiffikcrxes... B\it, finding at last that it would 
Ije^wnfasihle fer him to come up with him, he 
returned’miol^artbia ; and resting his troops some 
days in fiocatfiippyld^mmanded provisions to be 
broogbtihither from all quarters. 

During his ^ay there, a report prevailed through- 

■ fijfe-w that the king, tOQtent with 

A.it^;dQttque,8t9 he had achieved, was preparing to 

.} siriBturn into 'Macedonia. That very instant the sol- 
, if a s^al had been made for their setting 

i;aa like madmen to their tents, began to pack 
ba^ige., load, the waggons with the utmost 
.i;^l§ptdch, and fill .the whole camp with noise and 
l^tngault. The ppfee sooii jeached the ears of Alex- 

- ' . ; . ? ""*.5 

- ' '■ . 

r W. t^rt. lib. Vi. cap.'3';*;7*t. • 

hastes vinci vetu&iit : Antipatrum vicisse, ne in- 
: W^rwJaftir. ^ dat^Um glor^ txistimans, qmc- 

quid atjrftfrt ■ Q- Qaar, 



ander, when ternted the; disorder, he summon^ 
tlie officers to his tehh wberfe, with vtears in his eyes, 
he complained, that k ihe'pidsf of so glorious a 
career, he was stopped ori a'kiddep, and forced to 
return back into his own country, rather like one 
who liad been ovenirome, than as a conqueror, -The 
officers comforted him, by fepresenting, that this 
sudden motion was a mere sally, and a transient 
gust of passion, which wfould not be attended with 
any ill consequences ; and assured him, that the 
soldiers, to a man, would obey him, provided he 
himself would address them but with mildness and 
tenderness. H^promised«to do it. The circum- 
stance which had given occasion to this false report, 
Avas, his liaviag disbanded some Grecian soldiers, 
after rewarding them in a very bountiful manner ; 
so that the Macedonians imagined they also were 
to fight no more. 

Alexander having summoned the army, made the 
following speech ; “lam not surprised, O soldiers, 
“ if, after the mighty, things wp have hitherto pcr- 
“ formed, you should be satiated With glory, and 
“ have no other views but ease and repose. I will 
“ not now enumerate the various nations we have 
“ conquered. We have^bdued mote provinces 
“ than others have cities. Could I persuade my- 
“ seif, that our^conquests were well secured, over 
“ natio«4 who were so soon overcome, I would 
“ think as you do (for I will not dissemble my 
“ thoughts), and would make all the haste ima- 
“ gioable to revisit my household-gods, my ifibther, 
“ my sisters,, and my subjects, and enjoy in the 
“ midst of my country the glory I have acquired in 
“ concert w'ith ,you.* But this glory will ail vanish 
“ very soon, if we do not put the last hahd to the 
“ work. Do you imagine, that so many nations, 
“ accustomed to other sovereigns, and who have no 
“ manner of agreement with us either in their reli- 
“ gion, manners, or language, were entirely subdued 
“ the moment they were conquered ; ami that they 
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o^ the 
Wfaat! shall 
for want 

fQura^?v4|^ wh^ me much 

■ ai^U at|^ 4 ?;th$ 4l^ crime of 

B|^ir||i» |;4!Hinph ? Can j^ou bear to see the 

** sc^j^tre: I^riiis trsmsferred to the sanguinary. 
‘‘ that {nonster»'*who, after having loaded 
“ him with chaiaS) as a captive, at last assassinat- 
“ sovereign, in order, to da^ve^s of the 

“ glory of wving him? As for myself, I shall not 
“ he easy till I see that infamou| wretch hanging 
Oh A gih^t, there to pay, to all kings and nations 
“ of .tht? oarth, the just punishment Bue to his ex- 
“'jeOraWe ofime. I^do not know whether I am 
mistaken i but methinks I read his sentence of 


4n your countenances ; and that the an- 
“ f^r ijshieh sparkl^ in your eyes, declares you 
“ wiM aobit imbrue your hands in that traitor’s 
“.Wood**? ..V 

Jl^ie acddier* would mot sufer Alexander to pro- 
olapfuaig their bands, they all cried 
alotldt that th^ *ere ready to follow wherever he 
wouH food thfSl. All*me speeches of this prince 
genen^ly froduo*^ tbia, effect How desponding 
Spewr foey might be, one singleovord from him 
revived tboir cwrage in an instant, andHuspired 
thorn with that martial alacrity and ardour, which 
appearod always in bis fece. The Hng, taking ad- 
-aontago of this favowfuble disposition of the whole 
army, orossed Partbia, and in dire^ days arrived 
on fob hfontfors of Hyroama, which submitted to 
^ arms. He afterwards subdued the Mardi, the 
the Drang^ tho Arachosii, and several other 
Wliga»» infosrhich hb army marched, with greater 
spo^ dfon people generally teaveL He frequently 
would P^ua an enemy for frhole days and nights 
fogether, almost wifoom suffering his troops to 
Wte any rust. By this prodi^us rapidity, he 



at a great distantie,:«^d subdtjed^eia they ' 
had time t6 pat theniaelves ih a pditure of defence. 
Under this image Uaniel the praiHiet detfighated 
Alexander many ages before his birfe, by represent- 
ing him as a pantheiir a leopard, and a he-goat, who 
rushed forward with so much swiftness, that his 
.feet seemed not to touch tlie ground. 

• Nabarzanes, one of Bessus's accomplices, who 
had written before to Alexander, came and surren- 
dered hintself, ppon promise of a pardon, when he 
heard that he was arrived at Zadracarta, the capital 
of Hyrcania ; ar^j, among ether presents, brought 
him Bagoas the eunuch, who afterwards gained 
great influence over the mind of Alexander, as he 
had formerly over that of Darius. 

At the same time arrived Thalestris, queen of the 
Amazons. A violent desire of seeing Alexander 
had prompted that princess to Ipave her dominions, 
and travel through a great number of countries 
to gratify her curiosity, fiei^ come pretty near* 
his camp, she sent word that aqueeti was come to 
visit him ; and that she had a prodigious inclina- 
tion to cultivate his acqu^tance, and accordingly 
%vas arrived within a little Stance from that place. 
Alexander having returned her a favourable answer, 
she commanded her train to stop, and herself 
came farVaird with three hundred women; and 
the moment she perceived the king, she leaped 
from her horse, having two lances in her right 
hand. The dress the Amazons uSed to wear, did 
not quite cov$r the body; for their bosom was 
uncovered on the left side, while every other part of 
their body was hjd ; Except that their gowns, being 
tucked up with a* knot, fell down no ferther ^n the 
knee. They preserved their left breast to suckle 
their female offspring, but used to burn their right# 
that they might be the better enabled to bend the 



* Q. Cart. lib. Vi. cap. 5 . 
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ttie 9 whence ttiey were’called 

;^*iTiale3tris looked upotife^the king without dis- 
Covering the leaetsign of admiration, and surveying 
Mm attentively^ did not think his stature answerable 
to hie fame; for the barbarians are very much 
Strunk with a majestic air, and think those only 
OapaMe'of mighty achievements, on whom nature, 
has bestowed bodily advantages. She did not scra- 
pie to tell. him, that the chief motive of her journey 
was have posteiity by him; adding; that she 
thought herself worthy of giving heirs to his empire. 
Aleximder, upon this request, was obliged to make 
some stay in this place ; after which Thalestris re- 
turaed to her own kingdom, and the king into the 
province inhabited hy the Parthians. This story, 
and whatever is related of the Amazons, is looked 
upon by some very judicious authors as entirely 
ftibulous. * 

'Alexander abandoned himself afterwards wholly 
to his passions, changing into pride and excess the 
moderation and continence Tor which he had hi- 
therto been so greatly admired ; virtues so very ne- 
cessary in an exalted station of life, and in the midst 
of a series of prosperities. He now was no longer 
the same man. Though he was invincible with 
regard to the dangers and toils of^war, he was far 
o^rwise with respect to the charms of The 
iiBtant bo enjoyed a little repose, he abandoned 
^nself to sensuality; and he, whom the arms of 
the Persians could not conquer, fell a victim to their 
vices. Noting was now to be seen but games, par- 
ties of pleasures, women, and disorderly banquets, 

* ^ Curt, lib. Ti. cap. 6. 

,# Thi* ii a Oreek word signifying, wilhout breasts. 
t IiUerrito enter fimnn Thakstris intuebatur, habitum. tji^ 
Aond tfiiaatum ftrtcm fanue pnrem ociilisperlustrans. Shtippe om- 
t^bus rn corporusn mafestate veneratio est ; T/utgnw'Ufnqite 

operum non alios ctgtaces putunt, qndm quos eximiS specie donave 
tuuura dignaia est. Q, Curt. lib. vi. cap. 5. 



in whUb he used* to pa»| apd aigbn 

drinking. Not satisfied with the bufibc^ and jftie 
performers on instrun^tal musiei had 

brought with him out of Greeee^. be obliged the 
captive women, whom he carried along with him, 
to sing songs after ^he manner of th^r eountry. 
He happened, among these women, to perceive one 
who appeared in deeper affliction than the rest, and 
who, by a modest, and at»the same time a digniSed 
confusion, discovered a greater reluctance than the 
others, to* app^r in public. She was a perfect 
beauty, which Was very much heightened by her 
bashfulness, whilst she threw; her eyes to the ground, 
and did all in her powder to conceal her face. The 
king soon imagined by her air and mien that she 
w as not of vulgar birth ; and enquiring of the lady 
herself, she answered that she was grand-daughter 
to Ochu^j who not long before had swayed the 
Persian soeptre, and daughter of his son ; that she 
had married Hystaspes, who was related tq Darius, 
and general of a great arqjy* Alexander being 
touched w ith compassion at tWe unliappy fate of a 
princess of the blood royal, and the sad condittOn 
to which bhe w as reduced, not only gave her liber^- 
ty, but reinstated her in all her possessions; and 
caused her liusband to be sought for, in order that 
she rnight be restored to him. 

This^'ir/ce was naturally of a tender and humane 
disposition, which made liim sensible of the afili<^ion 
of persons in the lowest condition. “ A poor Mace* 
donian w as one day driving l^fore him a mule laden 
with gold for^the kings use; the beast being so 
tired that he was not able either to go on or sustain 
the load, the mule-driver took it up and carried it, 
but with great difficulty^ a considerable way^> Alex- 
ander, seeing him just sinking under bis burthen, 
and going to throw it on the ground, in order to 
ease himself, cried out, ‘‘ Friend, do not he weary 


Plat in Alex. p. 687. 
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and carry ,it quite through to tli| tent, 
“ for it is all thy own,” 

* Alexander, in a forced march through a barren 
country, at the Itead of a small body of horse, when 
he was pursuing Darius, met some Macedonians 
who were carrying water in g<5g.t-skins upon mules. 
These Macedonians perceiving their prince was al- 
most parched with thirst, occasioned by the raging 
beat (the sun being then* at the meridian) imme- 
diately filled a helmet with water, and were running 
to present him with it : Alexander asking to whom 
they were carrying that water, they replied, “ W'e 
“ were going to carry jt to our children, but do not 
“ let your majesty be uneasy, for if your life is but 
“ saved, we shall get children enough, in case we 
“ should lose these,,” At these words Alexander 
takes the helmet, and looking quite round him, he 
saw all his horsemen hanging down their lieads, and, 
with eyes fixed earnestly on the liquor he held, 
swallowfog it, as it were, with their glances : uf)on 
which he returned Jt, with thanks, to those m Iio 
offered it him,^nd (ftd not drfhk so much as a single 
drop, but cried, “ There is not enough for my 
“ whole company ; and should I drink, alone, it 
“ would make the rest be thirstier, and they would 
“ die with faintness and fatigue.” The officers, 
who were on horseback round him, struck in the 
most sensible manner with his wonderi'lik,,Jpmper- 
ance and magnanimity, entreated him with shouts to 
carry them wherever he thought fit, and not to 
spare them ; that they were not in the least tired, 
noi felt the least thirst ^ and that long as they 
■should be commanded by such a king, they could 
not think themselves mortal nosn. 

Such sentiments as these, which arise from a 
generous and tender disposition, reflect greater 
iionour on a prince than all his victories and con- 
quests. Had Alexander always retained them, he 


* Plut. jin Alex. p. 687 . 
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ft-ould^ justly have merited th€ tiUe otGr^i; but 
A too brilliant and uninterrupted series of prosper 
fitf, which is a burthen too heavy fot ttiottals to 
sustain, insensibly effaced them from his mind, and 
made him forget that he was a man : for now, 
contemning the Custisms of his own country, as no 
longer worthy the sovereign of the universe, he 
laid aside tlje dress, the manners, and way of life 
of the Macedonian monaVchs; looking upon them 
as too plain and simple, and derogatory to his 
grandeur.* He even went so far as to imitate the 
pomp of the Persian kings, in that very circum- 
stance in which they seeniod to equal themselves 
to the gods ; I mean, by requiring those who had 
conquered nations to fall prostrate at his feet, and 
pay him a kind of homage which becomes only 
slaves. ^He had turned his palace into a seraglio, 
filling it with three hundred and sixty concubines, 
(the same'nurnber as Darius kppt) and with bands 
of eunuchs, of all mankind the most infamous. 
Not satisfied with wearing a I^rsian robe himself^ 
he also obliged his generals, liis friends, and all the 
grandees of his court, to put on the same dresS, 
which gave them the greatest mortification, not 
one of them however daring to speak against this 
innovation, or contradict the prince. 

The veteran ••soldiers, who had fought under 
Philip, having the least idea of sensuality, 
inveighed publicly against this prodigious luxury, 
and the numerous vices which the army had learn- 
ed in Susa and Ecbatana. The soldiers would 
frequently complain : “ That they had lost more 
by victory than they had gained : that as the 
Macedoniansjiad^hus assumed the manners and 
customs of foreigners, they might properly be 
said to be conquered. That therefore the only 
** benefit they should reap from their long absence, 
would be, to return back into their country in 
the habit of barbarians ; that Alexander was 
ashamed of, and despised them ; that he chose to 
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** resemble the vanquished rather than the victo- 
“ rious ; and that he, who had before been king of 
“ Macedonia, was now become one of Darius’s 
“ lieutenants.” . 

Tlie king was not ignorant of the discontent 
which reigned both in his cou<^ and army, and en- 
deavoured to recover the esteem and friendship of 
both by his beneficence ; but * slavery, though pur- 
chased at ever so high a vate, must necessarily be 
odious to freeborn men. He therefore thouglit, that 
the safest remedy would be to employ thein, and for 
that purpose led them against Bessus. But as the 
army was so encumberf.d with booty and an useless 
train of baggage, that it could scarce move, he first 
caused all his own baggage to be parried into a 
great square, and afterw’ards that of the army (re- 
taining only sucli things as were absolutely neces- 
sary); and then ordered the whole to be carried 
from thence in carts to a large plain. Every one was 
in great pain to know the meaning of all this ; but 
after he had sent avpy the horses, he set fire to his 
own things, and commanded every one to follow his 
example. U pon this the Macedonians lighted up the 
fire with their own hands, and burnt the rich spoils 
they had purchased with their blood, and often forced 
out of the midst of the flames. Sucli a sacrifice must 
certainly have been made with th#; utmost reluc- 
tance; but the example the king set thbhlvsilenccd 
all their complaints, and they seemed less affected 
at the loss of their baggage than at tlieir neglect 
of military discipline. A short speech the king 
made, soothed all their uneasiness ; ijnd being now 
more able to exert themselves hereafter, they set 
out with joy, and marched towards Bactriana. Jii 
this march they met with difficultifes which would 
have quite damped any one but Alexander; but 
nothing could daunt his soul, or check his progress ; 
for he put the strongest confidence in his good for- 

* Sai, M opinor, liberis pretium servitutU ingratum est. Q. Curt. 
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tune, which indeed never forsook that hero, but 
extricated him from a thousand perils, wherein one 
would have naturally supposed both himself and his 
army must have perished. 

^ Being arrived among the Drangae, a danger to 
which he had not h'iOn accustomed gave him very 
great uneasiness ; and this was, the report of a con- 
spiracy that was formed against his person. One 
Dymnus, a man of no fighre at court, w^as the con- 
triver of this treason ; and the motive of it was, 
some private disgust which he had received. He 
had communicated his design to a young man named 
Nicomaclius, who revealed it to Cebalinus, his 
brother. The latter immediately discovered it to 
Philotas, earnestly entreating him to ac(juaint the 
king with it, because every moment was of the 
utmost consequence, and the conspirators were to 
execute the horrid deed in three days. Philotas, 
after applauding his fidelity, ,\vaited immediately 
upon the king, and discoursed on a greats variety 
of subjects, but without taking the least notice of 
the plot. In the evening CelAlinus^meeting him 
as he was coming out, and asking w hether he had 
done as he had requested, he answered, that he 
had not found an opportunity of mentioning it to 
his majesty, and went away. The next day this 
young man went up to -him as he was going into 
the pal^:i^,**and conjured him not to forget what 
he had told him the day before. Philotas replied, 
that he would be sure not to forget it ; but how- 
ever did not perform his promise. This made Ce- 
balinus suspect him; and fearing, that in case the 
conspiracy should be discovered by any other per- 
son, his silence wouW be interpreted as criminal, 
he therefore got another person to disclose it to 
Alexander. The prince having heard the v^liole 
from Cebalinus himself, and being told how carn- 

y Diod. 1. xvii. p. 550, 55 1 . Q. Curt. 1. vj. r. 7, 1 1. &. 1. vii. 
c, 1.2- Arrian. 1. iii. p. 141, 142. riut. ij* Al-x p, 093. 



THE HISTORT 


estly he had conjured Philotas to acquaint him ivith 
it, first commanded Dymnus to be brought before 
him. The latter guessing upon what account he 
was sent for by the king, ran himself through witli 
his sword ; but the guards having prevented him 
from completing the deed, hV rvas carried tb the 
palace. The king asked him why he thought Phi- 
Iotas more worthy than he was of the kingdom of 
Macedon ? but he was (juite speechless : so that, 
after fetching a deep sigh, he turned his head aside, 
and breathed his last. 

The king afterwards sent for Philotas, and (hav- 
ing first commanded every one to withdraw), en- 
quired whether Cebalinus had really urged him se- 
veral times to tell him of a plot which was carrying 
on against him. PItilotas, without discovering the 
least confusion in his countenance, confesped inge- 
nuously that he had ; but made his apology, by 
saying, that the p6*on who had given him infor- 
mation, did not appear to him worthy of the least 
credit. He confcsfeed, hoxyever, that Dymnus’s 
death convinced him that he had acted very impru- 
dently, in concealing so long a design of so black 
a nature : upon wliich, acknowledging his fault, he 
fell at the king’s feet; and embracing them, be- 
sought him to consider his past life, rather than the 
fault be bad now committed, which did not proceed 
from any bad design, but from the fear*" ii^vas un- 
der of unseasonably alarming the king, should he 
communicate a design, which he really supposed 
was without foundation. It is no easy matter to 
say, whether Alexander believed «what Philotas 
.said, or only dissembled his anger. But however 
this be, he gave him his hanrl in t,Ofken of reconci- 
liation ; and told him, th&t he was persuaded he 
had despised rather than concealed the affair. 

Plrilotas was both envied and hated by a great 
number of courtiers ; and indeed it was hardly pos- 
sible it should be otherwise, because none of them 
was more familiar with the king, or more esteemed 
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by him. Instead of softening and moderating the 
lustre of the distinguished favour he enjoyed, by 
an air of mildness and humanity, and a prudent mo- 
desty of demeanour j he seemed, on the contrary, 
to endeavour only to excite the envy of others, by 
affecting a silly pride, which generally displayed 
itself in his dress, his retinue, his equipage, and his 
tables and still more so, by the haughty airs he as- 
sumed, which made him \iniversally bated. Par- 
menio, his father, disgusted at his supercilious be- 
haviour, s&id one day to him, *My son, make thy- 
self less. The strongest sense is couclied under 
these words ; and it is evident, that the man who 
uttered them, was perfectly acquainted with the 
genius of courts. lie used often to give Philotas 
advice to this effect ; but too exalted a prosperity 
is apt to^make men both deaf and blind ; and they 
cannot persuade themselves that favour, wljich is 
established’ on so seemingl}' solid & foundation, can 
ever change ; the contrary of which Philotas found 
to his sorrow. • 

His former conduct, with regard tt> Alexander, 
had given the king just reason to cornfdain ofhim; 
for he used to take the liberty to speak disresj)ett- 
fully of his sovereign, and applaud himself in the 
most haughty terms. Opening one day his heart 
to a woman named Antigona, vvith whom he was 
in love,..hC‘ Began to boast, in a very insolent man- 
ner, of his father’s services and his own : “ What 
“ would Philip (said he) have been, had it not 
“ been for Parmenio } and what would Alexander 
“ be, were it nqt for Philotas ? what would become 
“ of his pretended divinity, and his father Ammon, 
“should we underti/ke to expose tljis fiction r” 
All these things were repeated to Alexander, and 
Antigona herself made oath, that such words had 
been spoken. The king had neverthekiss taken no 
notice of all this, nor so much as once let drop the 
* Plut. de Fortun. Alex. c. ii. p. 'J'V.*. 

TOiAj ;^r/cf/.'v fo: yr/y. 
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least word, which miglit shew his resentment upon 
that account, whenever he was most intoxicated 
with liquor : he had not so much as hinted it to his 
friends, nor even to Hephaestion, from whom he 
scarce concealed any thing. But the crime Philo- 
tas was now accused of, recaiigd to his memory the 
disgust he had formerly entertained. 

Immediately after the conversation he had with 
Philotas, he held a council composed of his chief 
confidents. Craterus, for whom Alexander had a 
great esteem, and who envied Philotas' the more 
upon that very account, looked upon this as a very 
happy occasion for supplanting his rival. Conceal- 
ing therefore his hatred, under a specious pretence 
of zeal, he suggested to the king, “ The apprehen- 
“ sions he might jusfly be under, both from Philo- 
“ tas himself, because mercy is not apt to work any 
“ change in a heart, which could be corrq^t enough 
“ to entertain so detestable a crime ; and from Par- 
“ menio, his father, w'ho (said he) will never be able 
“ to bear the thoughts of his owing his son’s life 
“ to the kingc clemency. Some beneficial acts are 
“ so great, that they become a burden to those on 
“ whom they are conferred, for which reason they 
“ do all in their power to erase them from their 
“ memory. Besides, who can assure us, that both 
“ father and son are not engage,'! in the conspi- 
“ racy ? When a prince’s life is in dati^, every 
“ thing is of importance ; and all things, even to 
“ the slightest suspicions, are so many proofs. Can 
“ we conceive it possible, that a favourite, on w hom 
“ his sovereign has bestowed th§ most shining 
“ marks of his beneficence, should be calm and 
“ undisturbed, upon his being told an affair of 
“ such importance? But we are told, that this 
“ design was comnrunicated by young people, who 
“ deserved very little credit. Wherefore then did 
“ he keep them in suspence two days, as if he 
“ really believed what they told him, and still jwo- 
‘‘ inised them that he would reveal the whole affair 
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to the king? Whoxloes not see, that he did this 
merely to prevent their having access by another 
way to his majesty? Sir (continued he) it is 
necessary, for your own sake and that of the 
“ state, that Philotas ^hould be put to the torture ; 
‘‘ in order to force fcorn his own mouth an account 
of this plot, and the several persons who are his 
accomplices in it.” This being the opinion of all 
the members of the council, the king acceded to it. 
He then dismissed the assembly, having lirst en- 
joined thein secrecy; and the better to conceal his 
resolution, gave orders for tJie army s marching 
the next day, and even invited Philotas to supper 
with him. 

In the beginning of the night, various parties of 
guards having been posted in the several places 
necessary, some entered the tent of Philotas, who 
was then in a deep sleep : when, starting from his 
slumbers, ‘as they were putting manacles on his 
hands, he cried, “ Alas ! my sovereign, the inve- 
“ teracy of my enemies has gol the better of your 
‘‘ goodness.” After fhis, they covcTed Jiis face, 
and brought him to the palace witliout uttering a 
single word. The next morning, the Macedoni- 
ans, according to an order published for that pur- 
pose, came thither under arms, in number about 
six thousand. It was a very ancient custom for the 
army, ip.4'ltT5e of war, to take cognizance of capital 
crimes; and, in times of peace, for the people to 
do so ; so that the prince had no power on these 
occasions, unless a sanction were given to it by the 
consent of one^or other of these bodies ; and the 
king was forced to have recourse to * persuasion, 
before he employed Ids authority. 

First; the body of Dymnus vvas brought out; very 
few then present knowing either what he had (J(>t]e, 
or how he came by his death. Afterguards thekiiig 

* TVa/aV potestas regum vaUhat, nisi prius valuisset auctoritas. 
Q. Curt. 
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came into the assembhy ; an air of sorrow appearing 
in his countenance, as well as in his whole court, 
while every one wailed with impatience the issue of 
this gloomy sesne. Alexander continued a long 
time with his eyes cast on the ground, as if in the 
utmost dejection ; but at last^iaving recovered his 
spirits, he made the following speech : I have 
“ narrowly escaped, C) soldiers, being torn front 
“ you, by the treachery of a small number of 
wretches; but by the providence and mercy of the 
gods, I now again appear before you alive : and 
I protest to you, that nothing encourages me 
more to proceed a^inst the traitors, than the 
“ sight of this assembly, whose w’elfare is much 
dearer to me than .my own ; for I desire to live 
“ for your sakes only; and the greatest happiness 
‘‘ I should find in living (not to say the only one), 
would be the pleasure I should receive in having 
‘‘ it in my power tg reward the services t>f so many 
brave men, to whom I owe every thing.'" Here 
he was interrupted iby the cries and groans of the 
soldiers, wher all b^.rst into* tears* Alas ! how 
will you behave,’" continued he, when I shall 
name the persons who formed so execrable a 
“ design ? I myself cannot think of it without shud- 
dering. They on whom I have been most lavish 
“ of my kindnesses ; on whom I I>ave bestow ed the 
greatest marks of friendship ; in whonTi had put 
“ my whole confidence, and in w hose breasts I 
** lodged my greatest secrets — Parmenio and Phi- 
‘‘ lotas.” At these names all the soldiers gazed one 
upon the other, not daring to believe their eyes or 
ears, nor to give credit to any thing they saw or 
heard. Then Nicomachus, Metron, and Cebali- 
nus, were sent for, who made the several deposi- 
tions of w hat they knew. But as not one of them 
charged Philotas with engaging in the plot, the 
whole assembly, being seized with a trouble and 
confusion easier conceived than expressed, conti- 
nued in a sad and gloomy silence. 
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Philotas was then ibrought in, his liands tied 
behind him, and his head covered with a coarse, 
worn-out piece of cloth. How shocking a sight! 
Almost deprived of his senses, he did not dare to 
look up, or open liis lips; but the tears streaming 
from his eyes, be fainted away in the arms of tlie 
man who held him. As *the standers-by wiped oft’ 
the tears in which his face was bathed^ recovering 
his spirits and his voice by degrees, he seemed de- 
sirous of speaking. The king then told him, that 
he should be judged by the Macedonians, and 
withdrew. Philotas might have justified himself 
very easily : for not one of the witnesses, and those 
who had been put on the rack, had accused him of 
being an accomplice in the plot. Dymnus, who 
first formed it, had not named him to any of the 
conspirators ; and had Philotas been concerned in 
it, and tlie. ring-leader, as was pretended, Dymnus 
would certtiinly have named hyn, at tlie head of 
all the rest, in order to engage them the more 
strongly. Had Philotas been conscious to himself 
of guilt in this particular, as Me was^sensible that 
Cebalinus, who knew the whole, sought earnestly 
to acquaint tlie king witli it, was it probable that 
he could have remained quiet two days together, 
without once endeavouring, either to dispatch Ce- 
balinus, or to p'^t his dark design in execution, 
which he nu^t very easily have done ? Philotas set 
these proofs, and a great many more, in the strong- 
est light; and did not omit to mention the reasons 
which had made him despise the information that 
had been givenjiim, as groundless and imaginary. 
Then directing himself, on a sudden, to Alexander, 
as if he had been present, “ O king (says he) where- 
“ soever you may be,” (for it is thought Alexander 
heard all that passed from behind a curtain) if 
I have committed a fault in not acquainting you 
with what I heard, I confessed it to you, and you 
“ pardoneii me. You gave me your royal hand 
as a pledge of this; and you did me the honour 
“ to admit me at your table. If you believed me, 



192 


THE HISTORY 


I am inuocent; if 3^011 pairioned me, I am clear- 
ed : I refer all this to your own judgment. What 
“ new crime have I committed since? I was in a 
“ deep sleep when my enemies waked me, and 
loaded me wdth chains. Is it natural for a man, 
who is conscious that h^s guilty of the most 
“ horrid of all crimes, to be thus easy and undis- 
‘‘ turbed? Tiie innocence of my own conscience, 
‘‘ and the promise yourtnajesty made me, gave my 
mind this calm. Do not let the envy of my ene- 
niies prevail over your clemency and justice.” 
The result of this assembly was, that Piiilotas 
should be put on the rack. I'lie persons who j)re- 
sided on that occasion were his most inveterate 
enemies, and they made him suffer every kind of 
torture. Philotas •at first discovered the utmost 
resolution and strength of mind ; the torments he 
SLiftered not being<able to force from hhn a single 
M^ord, nor even so piuch as a sigh. But "at last, con- 
quered' by pain, he confessed himself to be guilty, 
named several accomplices, and even accused his 
own-father. 'The nbxt day, the answers of Philotas 
were read in full assembly, he himself being present. 
He was unanimously sentenced to die; immediately 
after which he was stoned, according tc the custom 
of Macedonia, vdth some other of the conspirators. 

They also judged at the same* time, and put to 
death, Lyncestes Alexander, who ha^hbecn found 
guilty of conspiring the death of the king, and had 
been kept three years in prison. 

The condemnation of Philotas brought on that 
of Parmenio : whether it were that Alexander really 
believed him guilty, or was afraid of the father now 
he had put the son to deatW Polydamas, one of 
the lords of the court, was appointed to see the exe- 
cution performed. He had been one of Parmenio's 
most intin)aie friends, if we may give that name to 
courtiers, who love nothing but their own fortune. 
This was the very reason of his being nominated, 
because Parmenio could not entertain any suspicion 
of bis being sent to him with such a design, lie 
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therefore set out for IVAedia, vMiere that seneral com- 
manded the army, and was intrusted with the king’s 
treasures, which amounted to a hundred and four- 
score thousand talents, about twenty-seven millions 
sterling. Alexander^ad given him several letters 
for Cleander, the kiifg’s lieutenant in the province; 
and for the principal ofiiccrs. Two were for Par- 
. inenio: one of them from Alexander, and the other 
sealecl with Philotas’s seal, as if he had been alive, 
to prevent the father from harbouring the least sus- 
picion. PoivJainas was but eleven days on his 
journev, and alighted in the night-time at the house 
of under. After having taken all the precautions 
neccssar- they went togctlicr, with a great number 
of atterj . nts, to meet Panuenio, who at this time 
was walking in a park of his •own. The moment 
Polydanjas spied him, though at a great distance, lie 
ran to enirbrace him with an air of the utmost joy; 
and after compliments, intcnnixied w ith the strongest 
indications of fricndsliip, had passed on bo'th sides, 
ijc gave luiu Alo rmd^'r’s letted. In the opening it, 
he asked h.im 'vhat the king \fas doiTig; to which 
Pols damas l eplifid, tijat he wf>uld know by his ma- 
jesty*^ l 1 \ i^ai inenio, after perusing it, said: 

‘‘ Tile king 13 preparing to mavch against the Ava- 
• chosii. How glorious a prince is this, who will 
not suftc^hinib*^lf to take a moment’s rest! Hovv- 
everf he ought to be a little tender of himself^ 
now he has acquired so much glory.” He 
afterwards opened the letter which was written 
in Philotas’s name ; and, by his countenance, 
seemed pleasv§d with the contents of it. At 
that very instant Cleander thrust a dagger into 
his side, then njade another thrust in his throat; 
and the rest gave him several wounds, even after he 
was dead. 

Thus this great mari ended his life; a man illus* 
trious both in peace and w^ar; wdio had periurmed 
many glorious actions without the king, whereas 
the king had never achieved any thing co!^^[‘icuous. 
'voL. V. o 
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but in concert with Parmenio. He was a per- 
son of great abilities, both in forming plans and 
carrying them into execution; was very dear to the 
grandees, and much more so to the officers and 
soldiers, who reposed the highest confidence in him; 
and looked upon themselves assured of victory 
when he was at their head, so firmly they relied 
on his capacity and good fortune. He was then 
threescore and ten years of age ; and had always 
served his sovereign with inviolable fidelity and zeal, 
for which he w^as very ill rewarded ; his son and 
himself having been put to death, merely on a slight 
suspicion, unsupported by any real proof, which 
nevertheless obliterated in a moment all the great 
services both had done their country. 

A. M. ‘Alexander was sensible, that such cruel execu- 
Anf C might alienate the affections of the troops, of 
329. which he had a prospf, by the letters they sent into 
Macedonia, w^hich were intercepted by his order; 
concluding, therefore, that it would be proper for 
him to separate from the rest of the army such sol- 
diers as had foost distinguished themselves by their 
murmurs and complaints, lest their seditious dis- 
courses should spread the same spirit of discontent, 
he formed a separate body of these, the command of 
which he gave to Leonidas ; this kind of ignominy 
being the only punishment he inflicted on them. But 
they were so strongly affected with it 7 tliat they 
endeavoured to wipe out the disgrace it brought 
upon them, by a bravery, a fidelity, and an obedi- 
ence, which they observed ever afterwards. 

To prevent the ill consequences tiat might arise 
from this secret discontent, Alexander set out upon 
his march, and continued to pursue Bessus; on which 
occasion he exposed himself to great hardships and 
dangers. After having passed through Drangiana, 
Arachosia, and the country of the Arimaspi, where all 
things submitted to his arms, he arrived at a moun- 

» Arrian. I. iii. p. J43, 148. Q. Curt. 1. rii. c. 3 — 5. Diod. 
K xvii. p,d52, 5t54. 
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tain, called ParopamisiAi (a pairt of Caucasus), where 
his arniiy underwent inexpressible fatigues, through 
weariness, famine, cold, and the snows, whi^ih killed 
a great number of his soldiers. Bessos laid waste all 
the country that lay b^ween him and Mount Cau- 
casus, in order that tne want of provisions and fo- 
rage might deprive Alexander of an opportunity of 
pursuing him. He indeed sufiere i very much, but 
nothing could check his vigour. After making his 
army repose for sometime at Drapsaca, headvanced 
towards Aornos and Ba^tra, the two strongest cities 
of Bactriana, and took them both. At Alexanders 
ap|)roach, about seven or cig^it thotisand Bactrians, 
who till then had adhered very firmly to Bessus, 
abandoned him to a man, and retired each to his 
respective home. Bessus, at >he head of the small 
number of forces mIio continued faithful to him, 
passed tlio» river Oxus, burnt att the boats he him- 
self made u*se of, to prevent Alexjinder from crossing 
it, and withdrew to Nautaca, a city ot Sogdiana, 
fully determined to raise a new Urrny there. Alex- 
ander, however, did not give Him tiiiRi to do this; 
and not meeting w ith trees or timber sufficient for 
the building ol boats and ratts, be supplied the 
want of these by distriliuting to his soldiers a 
gi^eat number of skins, stuffed with straw, and 
such-like aiRl light materials ; upon which 
they placcclTtliemselves, and crossed the river in this 
manner ; those who went over first, drawing up 
in battle-array, w hilst their comrades were coming 
after them. In this manner his w hole army passed 
over in six daj«. 

In the mean while Spitamcnes, wffio was 
Bessuss chief jonfiflant, formed a conspiracy 
against him, in concert ^ith two more of his prin- 
cipal officers. Having seized his person, they put 
him in chains, forced his diadem from his head, tore 
to pieces the royal ro&e of Darius w’hich lie had 
put on, and set him on horseback, in order to give 
him up to Alexander. 
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That prince arrived at a^ittJe city inhabited by 
the Brancbidae. These were the descendants of a 
family who had dwelt in Miletus, whom Xerxes, at 
his return fromXjreece, hadformerlysentintoUpper 
Asia, where he had settled them in a very flourish- 
ing condition, in return for tmir having delivered up 
to him the treasitfe of the temple of Apollo Didy- 
miEus, the keepers of which they were. They 
received the king with (he highest demonstrations 
of joy, and surrendered both themselves and their 
city to him. Alexander sent for such Milesians as 
were in his army, who preserved an hereditary hatred 
against the Branchids^, because of thp treachery of 
their ancestors. He then left them the choice, 
either of revenging the injury they had formerly 
done them, or of pardoning them in consideration 
of their common extraction. The Milesians being 
so much divided^ opinion, that they, could not 
agree among thei^mlves, Alexander undertook the 
decisioo himself. Accordingly the next day he com- 
manded his phalanx to surround the city ; and a 
signal being .given, vthey were ordered to plunder 
that abode of traitors, and put every one of them to 
the sword : which inhuman order was executed with 
the same barbarity as it had been given. All the 
citizens, at the very time that they \vere going to 
pay homage to Alexander, wcrcomurdered in the 
streets and in their houses ; no mannCr of, regard 
being paid to their cries and tears, nor the least dis- 
tinction made of-age or sex. They even pulled up 
the very foundations of the walls, that not the least 
traces of that city might remain. But,of what crimes 
were those ill-fated citizens guilty? Were they re- 
sponsible for those their fathers had committed u[)- 
wards of one hundred and fifty years before? I do 
not know whether history furnishes another example 
of so brutal and frantic a crpelty. 

A little after, Bessus was brought to Alexander, 
not only bound, but stark naked. Spitamcnes held 
him by a chain, which went round his neck ; and it 
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was difficult to say, \<^ethert that object was more 
agreeable to the barbarians or Macedonians. In 
presenting him to the king, he said ; I have, at 
''last, revenged both^you and Darius, my kings 
and masters, I brngyou Ms wretch, who as- 
sassinated his soveteign, and who is now treated 
in the same manner as himself gave the first 
example of Alas ! why cannot Darius himself 
“ see this spectacle !” 'Alexander, after having 
greatly applauded Spitamenes, turned about to 
Bessus, aftd spoke thus ; “ Thou surely must have 
“ been inspired with the rage and fury of a tiger, 
otherwise thou wouldst not have dared to load a 
‘‘ king, from whom thou hadst received so many 
** instances of favour, with chains, and afterwards 
murder him ! Begone from /ny sight, tbdu mon- 
‘*ster of cruelty and perfidiousness.*' The king 
said no‘*more, but sending for Oxatres, Darius’s 
brother, be gave Bessus to him, in order that he 
might sufter all the ignominy he deserved; fiuspend- 
ing, however, his execution, that he might be judged 
in the general assembly of th^ Persians. 
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Sper. XIII. Alexander, oftp" taking a gre(it many 
cities in Bactriana, buil^ one near the river 
faxarles, which he calls hL<t own name. 1’he 
Scythians, alarmed at the bmlding of this city, 
as if would be a check upon them, send ambassa- 
dors to the king, who eiddress themselves to him' 
wifh uncommon freedom. After having dis- 
missed them, he passes the laxartes, gains a 
signal victory over the Scythians, and behaves 
with humanity towqrds the vanquished. He 
cheeks and punishes" the insurrection of the Sog- 
dians, sends Bessus to Ecbatana to be put ‘to 
death, and takes the city of Petra, which was 
thought impregnable. 

-Alexander, ihiatiable of victory 'and con- 
qqests, , still marcHed forward in search of new 
nations whom he might subdue. After recruiting 
his cavalry, which hjjd sutFei'ed very much by their 
long and dangerous marches, he advanced to the 
*Iaxartes. 

Not far from this river the barbarians, rushin'r 
suddenly from their mountains, came and attacked 
Alexander’s forces; and having egrried oflFa great 
number of prisoners, retired to their lin king holes, 
in which were twenty thousand men, who fought 
\vith bows and slings. The king went and be- 
sieged them in person, and being one of the foremost 
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afflicted, carried him cIpT immediately, yet not so se- 
cretly, but that the barbarians knew of it; for they 
saw from the top of the mountain every thing that 
was doing below. Thdnext day they sent ambassa- 
dors to the king, whootjpered them to be immediately 
brought in, when taking off the bandage which co- 
vered his wound, he shewed them his leg, but did 
not tell them how much he had been hurt. They 
assured him, that as soon^s they heard of his being 
wounded, they were as much afflicted as the Mace- 
donians ccfuld possibly be; and that had it been pos- 
sible for them to find the person wdio had shot that 
arrow, they would have delivered him up to Alex- 
ander; that none but impious wretches would wage 
war against the gods : in a word, that being vanquish- 
ed by his unparalleled bravejy, they surrendered 
themselves to him with the nations who followed 
them. T^e king, having engaged his faith to them, 
and taken* back his prisoners^ accepted of their 
homage. . 

Alter this he set out upon his march, and getting 
into a litter, a great dispute arpse between the horse 
and foot who should carry it, each of those bodies 
pretending that this honour belonged to them only: 
and there was no other w ay of reconciling them, but 
by giving orders tiiat they should carry it in turn. 

From hence \^e got, the fourth day, to Mara- 
canda^a,v^ry considerable city, the capital of Sog- 
diana, which he took; and after leaving a consi- 
derable garrison there, he burnt and laid waste all 
the open country. 

There cam^ an embassy to him from the 'Abian 
Scythians, w ho since the death of Cyrus had lived 
free and independent: these submitted to Alexander. 
They were conSdered as the most equitable of all 
the barbarians ; never making war but to defend 
themselves; and the liberty established among 
them, and which theymo ways abused, removod all 
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distinction, and equaljed meanest among them 
with the greatest. A love of poverty and justice 
was their peculiar characteristic, and enabled them 
to live happy together witho^it wanting either kings 
or laws. Alexander receive 1 them kindly, and sent 
one of his chief courtiers to** take a view of their 
country, and even of the Scythians who inhabit be- 
yond the Cimmerian Bosphorus. 

He had marked out a«pot of ground proper for’ 
building a city on the river laxartes, in order to 
curb the nations he had already conquered, as well 
as those he intended to^ubdue. But this design was 
retarded by the rebellion of the Sogdians, wdiich w as 
soon after followed by that of the Bactrians. Alex- 
ander dispatched Spitamenes, who had delivered up 
Bessus into his hands, believing him a very fit per- 
son to bring them back to their allegiance ; but he 
himself had been cljiefly instrumental in this insur- 
rection. The king/ greatly surprised at this trea- 
chery, was determined to tak(3 vengeance of him in 
the most signal manner. He marched in person to 
Cyropolis, anjl besieged it. This was the last city of 
the Persian empire, and had been built by Cyrus, 
whose name it bore. At the same time he sent 
Craterus, with tw o more of his general officers, to 
besiege the city of the JMernaceni, to whom fifty 
troopers were sent, to desire th^^to sue for Alex- 
ander s clemency. These met with a-w^ry kind 
reception at first, but in the night-time they w ere 
all cut to pieces. Alexander had resolved to spare 
Cyropolis, purely for the sake of Cyrus ; for, of all 
the monarchs who had reigned over these nations, 
there w ere none he admired more than this king 
and Semi ra mis, because they bad surpassed all the 
rest in courage and glorious actions. He therefore 
ofiered very advantageous conditions to the be- 
sieged, Injt they were so blindly obstinate as to re- 
ject them, and that even with pride and insolence; 
upon w’hich he stormed their city, abandoning the 
plunder of it to his soldiers, and razed it to the 
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▼ery foundations, ffrom hence he went to the 
other city which Craterus was besieging. No place 
ever made a more vigorous defence ; for Alexander 
lost his best soldiers bpfore it, and .was himself ex- 
posed to very great (jjanger; a stone striking him 
with so much violence on the head, that it deprived 
him of his senses. The whole army indeed lament- 
ed him as dead ; but this prince, whom no danger 
nor disappointment could depress, pushed on the 
siege with greater vigour than before, the instant 
he recovt^l'ed, without staying till his wound was 
healed, anger adding fresh fuel to his natural ardour. 
Having therefore caused the wall to be sapped, he 
made a large breach in it, and entered the city, 
wliich he burnt to the ground, and put all the in- 
habitants to the sword. Sev;eral other cities met 
w ith the same fate. This was a third rebellion of 
the Sogdjans, who would not be quiet, though 
Alexander had pardoned them twice before. They 
lost above a hundred and twenty thousand men in 
these different sieges. Ihe ^ing afterwards sent 
Menedemus with thi*ee thousand foot and eight 
hundred horse to Maracanda, whence Spitamenes 
had driven the IMacedonian garrison, and had shut 
himself up there. 

With regard to himself, he returned hack and 
encamped on tlje^ laxartes, where he surrounded 
with wajl3* the whole spot of ground which his 
army T^ad covered, and built a city on it, sixty 
* furlongs in circumference, which he also called 
Alexandria; having before built several of that 
name. He caused the workmen to make such 
dispatclj, that in less than twenty days the ramparts 
were raised, and theiiouses built; and indeed there 
was a great emulation, among tlic soldiers, who 
should get his work done soonest, every one of 
them having had his portion allotted him : and to 
people his new^ city,4ie ransomed all the jiiisoners 
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he could meet with, »ettled^several Macedonians 
there who were worn out in the service, and per- 
mitted many natives of the^country, at their own 
request, to inhabit it. /I 

But the king of those Scy^chians who live on the 
other side of the laxartes, seeing that this city, 
built on the river, was a kind of yoke imposed on 
them, sent a great body of soldiers to demolish it, 
and to drive the Macedonians to a greater distance. 
Alexander, who had no design of attacking the 
Scythians, finding them make several incursions, 
even in his sight, in a very insolent manner, was 
very much perplexed ; especially when advice was 
brought him at the same time, that the body of 
troops he had ordered to Maracanda, had been all, 
a very few excepted,, cut to pieces. Such a num- 
ber of obstacles uniting together would have dis- 
couraged any one but an Alexander; for the Sog- 
dians had taken up arms, and the Bactrians also ; 
his army was Ijarassed by the Scythians; be him- 
self was brought sallow, that he was not able to 
stand upright to mount on horseback, to speak to 
bis forces, or give a single order. To increase his 
affliction, he found his army no ways inclined to 
attempt the passage of the river in sight of the 
enemy, who were draw n up in battle-array on the 
other side. The king continuediq the utmost per- 
plexity all night long; however, his courage sur- 
mounted every difficulty. Being told that the 
auspices w ere not propitious, he forced the sooth- 
sayers to substitute favourable ones in their stead. 
At day- break he put on his coat of mail, and 
shewed himself to the soldiers, who had not seen 
him since the last wound he had received. These 
held the king in such high veneration, that his pre- 
sence alone immediately removed all their fears, 
90 that they shed tears of joy, and went unani- 
mously and paid him their respects ; entreating 
him to lead them against the enemy, against whom 
they l>efore had refused to march. They worked so 
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hard at the rafts or flmts, that in three days’ time 
they had made twelve thousand ; and also prepar- 
ed a great number of Ikins for the same purpose. 

As every thing wasfread y for the passage of the 
river, several Scythianfambassadors arrived, lo the 
number of twenty, according to the custom ot t}it?ir 
country, who rode through the camp, desiring to 
speak with the king. Alexander having sent for 
them into his tent, desired them to sit down. They 
gazed attentively upon him a long time, without 
speaking tf single word, probably being surprised (as 
they formed a judgment of men from their air and 
stature) to find that his did not answer the high 
idea they entertained of him from his fame. "J'bc 
oldest of the ambassadors addressed him in a speech, 
which, as Quintus Curtius relates it, is pretty long; 
however, as it is very curious, I shall present my 
readers tyth the greatest part of it. 

Had the gods given thee a body proportionable 
‘‘ to thy ambition, the whole universe would have 
“ been too little for thee. VVith one hand thou 
“ wouldst touch the bast, and with the other the 
west ; and not satisfied with this, thou wouldst 
follow the sun, and know where he hides himself* 
‘‘ Such as thou art, thou yet aspirest after what it 
will be impossible for Ihee to attain. Thou cross- 
est over from purope into Asia; and w^hen thou 
shalt hav^ subdued all the race of men, then thou 
“ wilt make war against rivers, forests, and wild 
beasts. Dost thou not know, that tall trees are 
many years a growing, but may be torn up in an 
hour’s tirnc^ that the lion serves sometimes for 
“ food to the smallest birds ; that iron, though so 
“ hard, is consumed i)y rust; in a word, that tliere 
“ is nothing so strong, w^liich may not be destroyed 
“ by the weakest thing? 

What have we to do with thee? We never set 
** foot in thy country. • May not those who inhabit 
woods be allowed to live, without knowing who 
thou art, and whence thou comest? We will 
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“ neither command over, n^r submit to, any man. 

And that thou mayst be sensible what kind of 
“ people the Scythians are, iiiow, that we received 
“ from heaven^ as a rich pr jsent, a yoke of oxen, a 
“ plough-share, an arrow, ^ javelin, and a cup. 
“ These we make use of, both with our friends, and 
“ against our enemies. To our friends we give corn, 
“ which we procure by the labour of our oxen ; with 
“ them we offer wine to'-the gods in our cup : and 
“ with regard to our enemies, we combat them at 
“ a distance with our arrows, and near at hand 
“ with our javelins. * It is with these we formerly 
“ conquered the most warlike nations, subdued the 
“ most powerful kings, laid waste all Asia, and 
“ opened ourselves a way into the heart of Egypt. 

“ But thou, who boaslest thy coming to extirpate 
“ robbers, thou thyself art the greatest robber upon 
“ earth. Thou hast plundered all the nations that 
“ thou hast overcome. Thou hast possessed thyself 
“ of Lydia, invaded Syria, Persia, and Bactriana ; 
“ thou art'forming d design to march as far as In- 
“ dia, and thou nowcomest hither to seixe upon our 
“ herds of cattle. The great possessions thou hast, 
“ only make thee covet more eagerly what thou 
“ hast not. Dost thou not see how long the Bac- 
“ trians have checked thy progress.^ Whilst thou 
“ art subduing these, the SogdiaOji revolt, and vic- 
“ tory is to thee only the occasion of war, 

“ Pass but the laxartes, and thou wdlt behold the 
“ great extent of our plains. It will be in vain for 
“ thee to pursue the Scythians : and I defy thee 
“ ever to overtake them. Our poverty will be more 
“ active than thy army, laden with the spoils of so 
“ many nations ; and, when tliou shalt fancy us at 

* This is to be understood of the famous irruption of the Scy- 
thians, who advanced as far as Egypt, and possessed themselves 
of Upper Asia for twenty- eight ye^rs. See the second volume 
of this work, in the History of the Assyrians. I have not fol- 
lowed Q. Curtius literally in this place, the text being much 
embarrassed. 
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“ a great distance, thcju wilf see us rush suddenly 
on thy camp; for we pursue, and fly from our 
“ enemies with equal fepeed. I am informed that 
the Greeks speak jistingly of the Scythian soli- 
tudes, and that they^are even become a proverb ; 
but we are fonder of our deserts, than of your 
great cities and fruitful plains. Let me observe 
to thee, that fortune is^ slippery; hold her fast 
“ therefore, for fear she should escape thee. Put 
a curb to thy felicity, if thou desirest to continue 
“ in possession of it. 

‘‘ If thou art a god, thou oughtest to do good to 
mortals, and not deprive*them of their posses- 
sions : if thou art a mere man, reflect always on 
what thou art. They whom thou shall not mo- 
‘‘ lest, will be thy true friends f the strongest friend- 
ships being contracted between equals; and they 
‘^are esteemed equals, who have not tried their 
strength*against each other :l)ut do not imagine, 
that those whom thou conqi^erest can lo^e thee; 
for there is no sucl^ thing as friendship betw^een 
“ a master and his slave, ar/d a forced peace is 
soon followed by a war. 

To conclude, * do not fancy that the Scythians 
“ w ill take an oath in their concluding an alliance. 
The only oath among them, is to keep their word 
without swearkig. Such cautions as these do 
indeed" become Greeks, who sign their treaties, 
and call upon the gods to witness them ; but, 
with regard to us, our religion consists in being 
sincere, and in keeping the promises we liavc 
made. Thst man who is not ashamed to break 
bis word with men, is not afraid of deceiving 
** the gods ; of what use could friends be to 
“ thee whom thou coufdst not trust? Consider 
that u^e will guard both Europe and Asia for thee. 

* Juranda gratiam Sej/thas sancirc tie crcdidcris : colendo fidem 
jnrarU, Grcecorum ista cautio est, qui acta consignant; tt. dt^og 
invocant: nos rcligioncm in ipsa fide notimus, non revenntur 
•^tninest fallujit deos, Q. Curt. , ' 
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“ We extend as far as Thracp, and we are told, that 
“ Thrace is contiguous to Macedonia. The river 
“ laxartes alone divides us f[om Bactriana. Thus 
“ we are thy neighbours on Iroth sides. Consider, 
“ therefore, wliether thou wilt have us for friends, 
“ or enemies.” 

The barbarian spoke thus ; to whom the king 
made but a very short answer : “ That he would 
“ take advantage both of his own good fortune, 
“ and of their counsel : of liis good fortune, by still 
“ continuing to rely upon it ; and of their counsel, 
“ by not attempting any thing rashly.” Having 
dismissed the ambassadors, his army embarked on 
the rafts, w hich by this time were got ready. In the 
front, he placed such as carried bucklers, and made 
them kneel down, tUte better to secure themselves 
from the arrows of the enemy. Behind thpse were 
those who worked the machines for discharging 
arrows and stones, oovered on all sides with soldiers 
armed dap-a-pie. ^’he rest who followed the en- 
gines, had their shields fixed together over their 
heads, in form of a toVtoise, by which they defended 
the sailors who wore corslets. The like order and 
disposition were observed in the other rafts which 
carried the horse. 

The army found great difficulty in crossing. 
Everything conspired to intimidate them : the cla- 
mour and confusion that are inseparable from such 
an enterprise ; the rapidity of the stream, which 
carried away every thing with it ; and the sight of a 
numerous army, drawn up in battle-array, on the 
opposite shore. However, the preflence of Alex- 
ander, who was ever the foremost , in encountering 
dangers, made them- neglect theirvOwn safety, and 
be concerned for his only. ' As soon aS' the Mace- 
donians began to draw near the shore, they who" 
carried shields rose up together, when throwing 
their javelins w ith a steady aim; every weapon did 
execution. When they perceived that the enemy, 
overpowered with that ^dtow'er of darts,, began to 
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give way, and draw thear hordes back, they leaped 
on the shore with increiible swiftness, and animat- 
ing one another, began the charge with vigour. 
In this disorder, the tnoopers, whose horses were 
ready bridled, rushed upon the enemy, and quite 
broke them. The king conld not be heard, by 
reason of the faintness of his voice ; but the ex- 
ample lie set, spoke for higi. 

And now nothing was heard in the Macedonian 
army, but ^shouts of joy and victory, whilst they 
continued to attack tlie barbarians with the utmost 
fury. The latter not being able to stand so tierce 
an onset, fled as fast as their horses could carry 
them ; for they consisted of cavalry only. Though 
the king was very weak, he nevertheless pursued 
them briskly a long way, till 'being at last quite 
spent, he^was obliged to stop. After commanding 
his troops "to pursue them as long as daylight last- 
ed, he withdrew to the camp, in order to repose 
himself, and to wait the return^of his forces*. The 
Macedonians had already gone beyond the boun- 
daries of Bacchus, which were marked out by 
great stones ranged close one to the other, and by 
great trees, the trunks of which were covered with 
ivy. However, the lieat of the pursuit carried them 
still farther, and they did not return hack into the 
camp till after midnight; having killed a great 
numbes of tlie enemy, and taken many more pri- 
soners, with eighteen hundred horses, all which 
they drove before them. On Alexander’s side there 
were but sixty troopers .slain, and about a hundred 
foot, with a th&nsufid wounded. Alexander sent 
hack to tlie Scythians all their prisoners without 
ransom, to shew^thaf not animosity, hut a thirst 
of glory, had prompted *him to make war against 
so valiant a nation. 

The report of this victory, and much more the 
clemency with which the king treated the van- 
quished, greatly increased his reputation. The 
Scythians had always been considered as invincible ; 
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but after their defeaf, it was owned, that every na- 
tion in the world ought t|) yield to the Macedo- 
nians. The Sacas, who wjere a powerful nation, 
sent an embassy to Alexar^er, by which they sub- 
mitted themselves to him, and requested his friend- 
ship. The Scythians thenlsMves made an apology 
by their ambassadors ; throwing the whole blame 
of what had happened, on some tew individuals, 
and declaring that they were ready to obey ail the 
commands of the victorious prince. , 

Alexander, being so happily freed from the care 
and trouble of this important war, bent his whole 
thoughts on Maracanda, in which the traitor Spita- 
menes had fortified himself. At the first news of 
Alexander’s approach, he had fled away, and with- 
drawn into Bactriaila. The king pursued him thi- 
ther, but despairing to come up with hjm, he re- 
turned back and plundered Sogdianaf which is 
watered by the river Polytimetus. 

Am6ng the Sog^ans that were taken prisoners, 
there were thirty young men, all well shaped and 
very comely, and the greatest lords of the country. 
These being tol(ij'^%t they were led to execution 
by Alexander’s conan^d, began to sing songs of 
joy, to leap and dfiiiCe', discovering all the indica- 
tions of an immoderate joy. The king, surprised 
to see them go to death with so'Tnuch gaiety, had 
them brought before him ; when he asked them, how 
they came to break into such transports of joy, when 
they saw death before their eyes ? They answered, 
that they should have been afflicted, had any other 
person but himself put them to desfth ; but as they 
would be restoi ed to tlieir ancestors by the command 
of so great a monarch, who fiad vanquished all na- 
trons, they thought themselves happy in a death 
so glorious that the bravest men would wish to die 
the same. Alexander, admiring their magnanimity, 
asked w'hether they would desire to be pardoned, 
upon condition that they should no longer be his 
enemies? They answered, he might be assured 



209 


OF iLEXANiDER. 

they had never been Ais enepues; but that, as he 
had attacked them, thejy had defended themselves; 
and that, had they heeh applied to in a gentle njaji- 
iier, and not attacked py force and violence, they 
would have vied vvitli him in politeness and geiiero* 
sity. The king a^d them furth^, what pledges 
they would give hirri pf their faiih and sincerity? 

“ No other (answered they) bvit the same life we 
receive from your goodiaess, ^id which we shall 
“ always be ready to give back, whenever you shall 
“ require it.” And, indeed, they uere as good as 
their word. Four of them, whom he took into his 
body-guard, endeavoured to rival the Macedonians 
in zeal and fidelity, * 

The king, after having left a small number of 
forces in Sogdiana, marched^ to Bactra, where, 
having assembled all his generals, he commanded 
Bessus to be brought before them ; when, after re- 
proaching^bim for Ins treachery, and causing his 
nose and ears to be cut ofl', he*scnt liirn to Ecba- 
tana, there to suffer the most extreme torture un- 
der the direction of Djm ius^s mother. PIutaix:h has 
left us an account of this ex(fcution. Four trees 
were bent, by main force, ose^Swai’ds the other ; 
and to each of these the limbs of this 

traitor’s body was fasUncm' Afterwards, these 
trees being sutferecl to return to their natural posi- 
tion, they; flew b*ack with so much violence, that 
each tuVe away the limb that was fixed to it, and 
so quartered him. The same punishment is at this 
day inflicted on persons convicted of liigh-lreason, 
who are torn to pieces by four horses, 

Alexander received at this time, both from Ma- 
cedonia and Greece, large number of recruits, 
amounting to u[f^vaids qf sixteen thousand men. 

By this considerable reinforcement, he was enabled 
to subdue all those wlio had rebelled ; and, to curb 
them for the future, he built several fortresses in 
^largiana. 

VOL. V. 
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All things were now restored to a profound tran- 
quillity. There remained "but one strong hold, 
called Petra Oociana, or th(^ rock of Oxus, which 
was defended by Arimazes," a native of Sogdiana, 
with thirty thousand soldiei's under his command, 
and ammunition and provisions for two years. 
This rock, which was very high and craggy on all 
sides, was accessible only by a single path that was 
cut in it. The king, after viewing its works, wa^^ a 
long time in suspense whether he should besiege it; 
but, as it was his character to aim at the marvellous 
in all things, and to attempt impossibilities, he re- 
solved to try if he could not overcome, on this oc- 
casion, nature itself, which seemed to have fortified 
this rock in such a manner as had rendered it ab- 
solutely impregtvibb. However, before he form- 
ed the siege, he summoned those barbarians, but 
in mild terms, to submit to him. Arjmazes re- 
ceived this offer in a very haughty manner; and 
after using several insulting expressions, asked, 
“ whether Alexander, who was able to do all things, 
“ could fly. also; apd whether nature had, on a 
“ sudden, given him wings?” 

Alexander was highly exasperated at this inso- 
lent answer. He therefore gave orders for seleet- 
ing, from among the mountaineers who were in his 
army, three hundred of the mo£t active and dex- 
terous. These being brought to him, he.addressed 
them thus : “ It was in your conc^any, brave young 
“ men, that I stormed such places as were thought 
“ impregnable ; that I made my way over moun- 
tains covered with eternal snow'^ crossed rivers, 
“ and broke through tlie passes of Cilicia. This 
“ rock, which you see, has>but -one outlet, which 
“ alone is defended by the barbafians, who neglect 
“ every other part. There is no watch nor senti- 
nel, except on that side which faces our camp. 
“ If you search very narrowly, you certainly will 
“ meet W’ith some patli that leads to the top of the 
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“ rock. Nothing has been made so inaccessible 
by nature, as not tolbe surmounted by valour; 
and it was only by cLr attempting, what no one 
before had hofies of effecting, thc^t we have pos- 
sessed ourselves of Asia. Get up to the suin- 
“ unit, and when you shall have made yourselves 
masters of it, set up a white standard there as a 
signal ; and be assured, that I then will certainly 
disengage you from the* enemy, and draw them 
upon myself, by making a di version/' The king 
accompanied this order with the most sjilendid pro- 
mises; hut the pleasing him, was considered by them 
as the greatest of all rew aids. Tired therefore with 
the most noble ardour, and ‘fancying tliey had al- 
ready reached tlic summit, tlH‘\ out, after hav- 
ing provided themselves widi ^vedges to drive into 
the stont)s, with crump-irons, and thick ropes. 

The went round the mountain witli them, 
and commanded them to begin their marcl) ^ at the 
second watch of the niglit, by that part* wliich 
should seem to them of easicsfmccess ; f>cseecliing 
the gods to guide tlieir sh ps^ d liey, took provi- 
sions for two days; and being armcil uii.h swords 
and javelins only, they began to ascend tiie moun- 
tain, walking sometime oii foot; afterwards, when 
it was necessary for them to climb, some clung to 
the stones which^piojected forwartls, ,^nd by that 
means raised themselves; others thrust their cramp- 
irons into the snow that was frozen, to keep them- 
selves from falling, where the way was slippery; 
while others, driving in their wedges with great 
strength, madj them serve as so many scaling- 
ladders. They spent the whole day in this manner, 
hanging against the r<*cfc, and exposed to numerous 
dangers and difStulties, being obliged to struggle at 
the same time with snow% cold, and wind. Never- 
theless, the hardest task was yet to come; and the 
farther they advanced,* the higher tlie rock seemed 
to rise. But that w hich terrified them most was 
* About nine or ten o’clock. 
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the sad spectacle of sbme of their comrades falling 
down precipices, whose unhf ppy fate was a warning 
to them of what they thepselves might expect. 
Notw ithstandirrg this, they still advanced forward, 
and exerted themselves so vigorously, that, in spite 
of all these difficulties, they at last got to the top 
of the rock. But they were all inexpressibly 
weary, and many of them even lost the use of 
some of their limbs. N*ight and drowsiness came 
upon them at the same time, so that, dispersing 
themselves in such parts of the rock as were free 
from snows, they lay down in them, and slept till 
day-break. At last waking from a deep sleep, and 
looking on all sides to discover the place where 
so many people could lie hid, they saw smoke be- 
low them, whiclj^^ved them the haunt of the ene- 
my. They the^put up the signal, as had been 
agreed ; and their whole company being.dirawn up, 
thirty-two were fonnd wanting, who hati lost their 
lives in‘the ascent. . 

In the mean time the king, equally fired with a 
desire of storming tke fortress, and struck w ith the 
visible dangers to which those men were exposed, 
continued on foot the whole day, gazing upon the 
rock, and did not retire to rest till dark night. 
The next morning, by peep of day, he w'as the 
first who perceived the signal. *• Nevertheless he 
was still in doubt whether he might trust Ivs eyes, 
because of the false splendor w hich takes place at 
day-break; but the light increasing, he was sure of 
what he saw. Sending therefore for Cophes, who 
before, by his commaj^d, had sou»ded the barba- 
rians, he dispatched him a second time, to exhort 
them to think better of the?^ master ; and in case 
they should still depend upon the strength of 
the place, he then w^as ordered to shew them the 
band of men behind their backs, who were got to 
* ibe summit of the rock. Cophes employed all the 
arguments possible, to engage Arimazes to capitu- 
late ; representing to him, that he would gain the 
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king’s favour, in case he did not interrupt the great 
designs he meditated, tjfc obliging him to make some 
farther stay before trat rock. Arimazes sent a 
haughtier and more insolent answpr tlian before, 
and commanded him to retire. Then Cophes tak- 
ing him by the hand, desired he would come out of 
the cave with him, which the barbarian doing, he 
shewed him the Macedonians posted over his head, 
and said in an insulting t6ne of voice, “ You see 
that Alexander’s soldiers have wings.” In the 
mean time*the trumpets were heard to sound in every 
part of the M icedonian camf>, and the whole army 
shouted aloud, and cried, Victory ! These things, 
though ol little consequence*in themselves, did ne- 
ver! heless, as often happens, throw the barbarians 
into so great a consternation, Ui|k'vithout once re- 
flecting how' tew were got tothe ^^nit, they thought 
themsclvt^ lost. Upon this, Cophes was recalled, 
and thirty <!)f the chiefs among the barbarians were 
sent back with him, who agreed to surregder up 
the place, upon condition thut’»their lives migljt be 
spared. 'I'he king, n(ftithw\standing the strong oj> 
position he might meet with, w as however so exas- 
perated at the baiigiitincss ol Arimazes, that be re- 
fu ed to grant them any terms of capitulation. A 
blind and rash confidence in his own good fortune, 
which had never ,|^ailed him, made him^sensible to 
every dangor. Arimazes, on the other side, blinded 
by fear* and concluding himself absolutely lost, came 
down wdth his relations and the principal nobility of 
the country, into Alexander’s camp. But this 
prince, who wjs not master of his anger, forgetting 
what the faith of treaties and humqpity required on 
this occasion, causecUthem all to be scourged with 
rods, and afterwTirds be fixed to crosses, at the foot 
of the rock. The multitudes of people who sur- 
rendered, with all the booty, were given to the in- 
habitants of the cities which had been new ly found- 
ed in those parts ; and Artabazus w as left governor 
of the rock, and the w hole province round it. 
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^ECT. XIV. The death qfiClitus. Several expe- 
ditions of Alexander. He endeavours to procure 
worship to be paid to himsef after the manner 
of the Persians. Discontents arise among the 
Macedonians. Death cf Callisthenes the Phi- 
losopher. 

^Alexander having subdued the Massagcla? 
and the Dahae, entered Bazaria. In this province 
are a great niimber of large parks stocked with 
deer. Here the king'took the diversion of hunt- 
ing, in which he was exposed to very great peril ; 
for a lion of an enormous size advanced directly to 
him, but he killed Thim with a single thrust. Al- 
though Alexander came off victorious on this occa- 
sion, yet the Macedonians, alarmed at the danger 
he had run, and the wdiole army in his person, gave 
orders,* pursuant t/> the custom of their country, 
|hat the kin^ should go no^more a hunting on foot, 
without being atteud'ed by some of his courtiers and 
officers. They were sensible, that a king is not born 
for his own sake, but for that of his subjects; that 
he ought to be careful of his own person for their 
sakes, and reserve his courage for other dangers; 
and that the being famous for k filing Jpt^asts (a re- 
putation unworthy of a great prince) ought not to 
be purchased so dear. 

From hence lie returned to Maracanda, where 
he quelled some tumults which had broken out in 
that country. Artabazus requestinglo be discharged 
from the government of that ^orovince, by reason of 
his great age, he appointed Clitojs his successor. 
He was an old officer, who had fought under Philip, 
and signalized himself on many occasions. It was 
he who at the battle of the (Jranicus, as Alexander 

* Q. Cln. 1. viii. c. 1 — 8. Arrian. 1. iv. p. 161 — 171, PluV 
m Alex. p. 603 — 696. • Justin, l.xii. c. 6, 7. 
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was fighting bareheaded, and* Rosaces had his arm 
raised, in order to str^e him behindj covered the 
king ^yith his shield, mid cut off' the barbarian's 
band. Hellanice his sister, had nunsed Alexander; 
and he loved her with as much tenderness as if she 
had been his own mother. As the king, from these 
several considerations, had very great respect for Cli- 
.tus, he intrusted him with the government of one 
of the most important proVinces of his empire, and 
ordered him to set out the next day. 

Before Tiis departure, Clilus was invited in the 
evening to an entertainment, in wjjich the king,* 
after drinking immoderately, began to cclebratehis 
own exploits: and was so lavish in his praises of 
himself, that he even shocked those very persons 
who knew that he spoke tra,tb- However, the 
oldest men in the company held their peace, till 
beginning. to depreciate the warlike acts of Philip, 
he boasted, T hat the famouj victory of Chaero- 
nea was won by his means ; and that thoglory of 
that celebrated day Jiad be^n torn from him by 
the malice and jeafousy of/ his father. That in 
the t insurrection which broke out between the 
‘‘ Macedonians and mercenary Greeks, Philip, 

“ fainting from the wounds he had received in that 
“tumult, had laid himself on the ground; and 
“ could not think of a better method to save 
“ hint^elf, *than by lying along as dead : that on 
“ this occasion he had covered him w ith his shield, 

“ and killed with his own hands those who at- 
“ tempted to fall upon him ; but that his father 
“ could nevertprevail upon himself to confess this 
“ circumstance ingenuously, being vexed that he 
“ owed his life to Ifis own ^n. That in the war 
“ against the Illyrians,' he alone had done every 


* In quo JteXf cum multqincaluisset mero, immodicus {estima- 
tor sui, cclebrare qucB gesserat coepit : gravis etiam cm'up^uribus, 
qui sentiebant vera memorari. Q. Curt. / 

t This sedition is not mentioned in any other place. 
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thing, Philip having had po manner of share in 
“ it; and hearing of the dej^eat of the enemy, no 
otherwise than by the Jetters he sent him. 
That the persons worthy of praise, were not 
such as initiated themselves in the * mysteries of 
‘‘ the Samothracians, when they ought to have 
‘‘ laid w'aste all Asia with fire and sword, hut 
“ those who had achieved such mighty exploits as. 
surpas.sed all belief.” 

This and similar discourse was very pleasing to 
the young men, but liighly offensive to tfiose ad- 
vanced in years; especially for Philip’s sake, un- 
der whom they had fought many years. Clitus, 
who also was flushed with wine, turning about to 
those who sat below him at table, quoted to them 
a passage from f Euripides, but in such a manner 
that the king could only heai* his voice, and not the 
words distinctly. The sense of this passage was, 
That the Greeks Jiad done very wrong in ordain- 
ing, that in the inscriptions engraved on trophies, 
the names of kings only .should be mentioned 
because, Ify these means, brave men were robbed 
of the glory they bad purciiased w ith their blood.” 
The king, suspecting Clitus had let drop some dis- 
obliging expressions, asked those who sat nearest 
him, what he had said? As no one answered, Cli- 
tns, raising his voice by degrees, began to relate the 
actions of Philip, and his wars in Greece, preferring 
them to whatever was doing at that time; which 
created a great dispute between the young and old 
men. Whatever vexation the king might inwardly 
feel, he nevertheless stifled his resentment, and 
seemed to listen very patiently to all Clitus spoke to 

* It was usual for generals, before they set out on their ex- 
peditions, to cause themselves to be initiated in these mysteries, 
and ofler .sacrifices to the gods who presided over them. Pos- 
sibly Philip, by observing this ccaremony, bad delayed some 
enterpilr®. 

t In hi^ Andromache. 

+ AKeno enim sanguine partam gloriam intercipi, Q, Curt. 
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his prejudice. It is probable he would have quite 
suppressed his passion], had Clitus stopped there; 
but the latter, growing more and more insolent, as 
if determined to exasperate and insult the king, 
went such lengths, as openly to defend Parrnenio; 
and to assert, tliat the desti oying of Thebes was but 
tnning in comparison of the victory which Philip 
.had gained over the Athenians ; and that the old 
Macedonians, though somfetimes unsuccessful, were 
greatly superior to those who were so rash as to 
despise tliem. 

Alexander telling him, that in giving cowardice 
the name of ill success, hc^was pleading his own 
cause; Ciitus rises up, with his eyes sparkling with 
wine and anger : ‘‘ It is nevertheless this hand (said 
he to liim, extending it at J:he s^nne time) that 
“ saved your life at the battle of the Granicus. It 
“ is the’Ulood and wounds of these very Macedo- 
nians, who are accused of cowardice, that raised 
you to this grandeur. Put the tragicej end of 
JParmenio shows, what reward they and myself 
may expect for all bur services.” *This last re- 
proach stung Alexander : how ever, he still restrained 
ids passion, and only commanded him to leave the 
table. He is in the right (says Clitus, as he rose 
up) not to bear freeborn men at his table, who 
can only tell 4im truth. He w ill do well to pass 
his ^ life among barbarians and slaves, who will 
be proud to pay their adoration to his l^ersian 
** girdle and his white robe.” The king, now no 
longer able to suppress his rage, snatched a javelin 
from one of l^s guards, and w^ould have killed Cli- 
tus on the spot, had not the courtiers withheld his 
arm, and Clitus be«n forced|,^ut with great diffi- 
culty, out of thb hall. •However, he returned into 
it immediately by another door, singing, with an 
air of insolence, verses reflecting highly on the 
prince; who seeing the general near him, struck him 
with his javelin, and laid him dead at his^^t^Tt, cry- 
ing out at the same time, “ Go now to Pliilip, to 
Parrnenio, and to Attalus.” 
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The king^s anger being in a manner extinguished 
on a sudden in the blood Clitus, his crime dis- 
played itself to him in its blackest and most dread- 
ful light. He had murdered a man, who indeed 
had abused his patience, but who till then had al- 
ways served him with the utmost zeal and fidel^y, 
and saved his life, though he was ashamed to own 
it. He had that instant performed the vile office, 
of an executioner, in punishing, by a horrid mur- 
der, the uttering of some indiscreet words, which 
might be imputed to the fumes of wine. M^\\h wliat 
face could he appear before the sister of Clitus, [.is 
nurse, and offer her a imbrued in her brother s 
blood? No longer able to support these melan- 
choly reflections, he threw himself on his friend’s 
body, forced out the javelin, and would have dis- 
patched himself with it, had not the guards, who 
rushed in upon him, laid hold of his h^nds, and 
forcibly carried hinj into his own apartment. 

He passed that night and the next day in tears. 
After that groans and lamenjtations had quite wasted 
his spirits, bo contiqjued speechless, stretched on 
the ground, and only venting deep sighs. But his 
friends, tearing this silence would be fatal, forced 
themselves into his chamber. The king took very 
little notice of the efforts that were employed to 
comfort him ; but Aristander, tha soothsayer, put- 
ting him in mind of a dream, in which he-had ima- 
gined he saw Clitus, clothed in a black robe, and 
seated at table ; and declaring, that all which bad 
then happened, was appointed by the eternal de- 
cree of fate, and consequently unavoidable, Alex- 
ander appeared a little easier in his mind. He 
next was addressed by two ^philosophers, Callis- 
thenes and Anaxarchus. ^Tbe former went up to 
him with an air of humanity and tenderness, and 
endeavoured to suppress his grief, by agreeably in- 
sinuating himself, and endedvoured to make him 
recall hiiv reason, by sound reflections drawn from 
the very essence of philosophy, and by carefully 
shunning all such expressions as might renew bis 
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afflictiod, and fret a wound,* which, as it was still 
bleeding, required to be touched with the gentlest 
hand. But Anaxarchus was not so considerate; 
for the moment he entered, he cried aloud, 
What ! is this Alexander, on whom the eyes of 
‘‘ the whole world are. fixed ? Behold him here ex- 
tended on the floor, shedding floods of tears, 
like the meanest slave ! Does not lie know, that 
he himself is a supreme* law to his subjects ; that 
he conquered merely to raise himself to the ex- 
alted ffignity of lord and sovereign, and not to 
“ subject himself to a vain opinion?” The king 
was determined to starve [limseif; so that it was 
w ith the utmost difficulty that his friends prevailed 
with him to take a little sustenance. The Mace- 
donians declared by a decree^ that Clitus had been ^ 
justly killed ; to w hich decree Anaxarchus the phi- 
losopher Jiad given occasion, by asserting that the 
will of piinces is the supren^e law of tl)e state. 
Alas ! how weak are all such rcllections against 
the cries of a justly ahjrmed conscience, which can 
never be quieted eitfier by ^uttery or false argu- 
ments ! 

It must be confessed that Clitus had committed 
a great and inexcusable fault. It was indeed bis 
duty, not to join in discourses calculated to sully 
the glory of Philjp liis benefactor; but to shew his 
dislike of ifhat was said, by a mournful but modest 
silence. He possibly might have been allowed to 
have given his testimony to the merits of the late 
monarch, provided he had expressed himself with 
prudence and* moderation. Had such moderation 
been unsuccessful, he might justly have merited 
pity, and wmuld no^ have criminal. But by 

breaking into fnjurious^ and shocking reproaches, 
he quite forgot the veneration due to the sacred 
character of kings ; with regard to wljom, how un- 
justly soever they m^y act, not only evt^ con- 
temptuous and insulting expression is yfhul, but 
every disrespectful and unguarded word ; they 
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being towards their swlyects the representatives of 
God himself, f 

It must nevertheless be confessed, that the cir- 
cumstance of thp banquet extenuates very much, or 
throws, in some measure, a veil over Clilus’s fault. 
W.hen a prince invites a subject to his table ; when 
he makes him the companion of a debauch, and in 
person excites him to drink immoderately; a king 
on such an occasion, se^ms to forget his dignity, 
and to permit Ins guests to forget it also ; he gives 
a sanction, as it were, to the liberties, fat*ijiliaritics, 
and sutlden flights, which wine commonly inspires ; 
and should he be disjdeased with a subject for 
equalling himself with him, he ought to blame him- 
self, for having first raised a subject so high. A 
fault committed under these circumstances, is never- 
theless a fault ; but then it does not deserve to be 
expiated by the blood of tiie offender. 

A certain author compares * anger, wlien united 
with poyycr, to thunder; and, indeed, what havoc 
does it not then make? But liou dreadful must it 
be, when joiqed with drunkelmess ! We see this in 
Alexander. How unhappy was that prince, not to 
have endeavoured to subdue those two vices in his 
youth ; but even to have been confirmed in them, 
from the example of one of his tutors? For it is 
asserted, that both were the consequences of his 
education. But what can be meaner, or more un- 
worthy a king, than drinking to excess? What can 
be more fatal or bloody, than the transports of 
anger? J Alexander, who had overcome so many 
nations, was himself conquered by tljpse two vices, 

* Fidmen cst, ubi cum potestate habkeU iracundia, Publ. Syr. 

f Nec minus error corum noett moribus^ si quidem Leonides 
Alexatidi i pcedagogus, ut d Babi/lonio Diogene tradiiurt quibus^ 
dameum vitiis imbuit, quee robustum quoqtie etjam maximum regem 
nb ilia institutione puerili sunt prosecuia. Quintil. 1. i. c. i. 

+ Vi'^iqr tot regum alque populorum, ira succubuit. Id enim 
egerat, ut b^nnia potius haberet in potestate, qubm affectus.^lm* 
perarc sibi, maximum imperium est, Senec. Epist. cxiii. 
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which throw a shade over thd glory of his brightest 
actions. The reason of this, says Seneca, is, he 
endeavoured more to vanquish others, than to sub- 
due himself; not knowing, that to triumph over 
our passions is, of all conquests, the most glorious. 

Alexander, after continuing ten days in Mara- 
canda, in order to recover liis spirits marched into 
•the Xenippa, a province |)ordering upon Scythia ; 
whither some rebels were retired, all whom he sub- 
jected, an^d gave them a free pardon. From thence 
he set forward with his army towards the Chorie- 
nian rock, of which Sysimethres was governor. 

All access to it seemed abijolutely impracticable ; 
nevertheless, he at last got near it, after having 
passed through numberless difficulties, and, by the 
mediation of Oxyartes, a prftice of that country, 
who had adhered to Alexander, he prevailed with 
Spimeth«js to surrender. The king after this left 
him the gdvenirnent of that place, and promised 
him very great advantages in case he continued 
faithful. ^ . 

Alexander had lesolved to/ottack the Daha;, be- 
cause Spitamenes, the chief of tlie rebels, had taken 
refuge among them ; but the good fortune which 
always attended him, spared him that labour. The 
wife ot this harharian, Ijcing no longer aide to bear 
the vagabond ■wretched life her husband bad forced 
her t(i lead' and having often entreated him, but in 
vain, to surrender himself to the conqueror, she 
herself rniirdered him in the niglit; tmd, quite co- 
vered with bis blood, went and carried his head to 
the king. Alexander was shocked at so horrid a 
sj,‘,;ctacle, and ordered lier to be driven ignomi- 
nkusly fro'.ri the caiAp. 

Alexander, after hhvfng drawn his army out of 
the g risons, where they had m intererl three moui hs, 
m, rc! d towards a country called (lahaza. le his 
we y he met with a dreadful storm. Flashe.y'iJiglit- 
ning coming thick one upon the other, dmled the 
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eyes of the soldiers, aisd entirely discouraged them. 
It thundered almost incessantly, and the thunder- 
bolts fell every moment at the feet of the soldiers ; 
so that they did not dare either to stand still or 
advance forward. On a sudden, a violent shower 
of rain, mixed with hail, came pouring down like 
a flood ; and so extreme was the cold in this coun- 
try, that it froze the rain as soon as it fell The 
siitFerings of the army on** this occasion were almost 
insupportable. The king, who was the only person 
invincible by these calamities, rode up 'and down 
among the soldiers, comforted and animated them ; 
and pointing at smoke which issued from some dis- 
tant huts, urged them to march thither with all the 
speed possible. Having given orders for tlie fell- 
ing of a great number of trees, and laying them in 
heaps up and down, he had fires made in different 
places, and by this means saved the army, but 
upwards of a thousand men lost their lives. 
The king made up to the ofiicers and soldiers the 
several losses they had sustained during this fatal 
storm. 

When they were recovered so w ell as to be able 
to march, be went into the country of the Sacse, 
which be soon overran and laid waste. Soon after 
this, Oxyartes received him in his palace, and in- 
vited him to a sumptuous banquet, in which he 
displayed all the magnificence of the • barbarians. 
He had a daughter called Roxana, whose exqui- 
site beauty was heightened by all the charms of 
wit and good sense. Alexander found her charms 
irresistible, and made her his wife; covering his 
passion with the specious pretence, of uniting the 
two nations in such bands as^should improve Iheir 
mutual harmony, by blending their interests, and 
throwing down all distinctions between the con- 
querors and the conquered. This marriage dis- 
pleased the Macedouians very much, and exaspe- 
rated bii^jchief courtiers^ to see, him make one of his 
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slaves his fatber-in-law : but as, * after his murder- 
ing Clitus, no one dared to speak to him with free- 
dom, they applauded what he did with their eyes 
and countenances, which can adapt themselves 
wonderfully to flattery and servile complaisance. 

In fine ; having resolved to march into India, and 
embark from thence on the ocean, he commanded 
fiu order that nothing might be left behind to check 
his designs) that thirty thousand young men should 
be brought him, all completely armed, out of the 
several prdvinces, to serve him at the .same time for 
hostages as well as soldiers. In the mean nhile be 
sent Craterus against some of the rebels, whom he 
easily defeated. Polysperchon likewise subdued a 
country called Bubacene ; so that all things being 
in perfect tranquillity, Alexasder bent his ^ole 
thoughts to the carrying on war with India. "This 
country considered as the richest in the world, 
not only iii»gold, but in pearls i\nd precious stones, 
with which the inhabitants adorned theinselwes, but 
with more luxury than gracefulness. It was related, 
that the shields of thb soldiejrs were of gold and 
ivory ; and the king, now the greatest ujonarch in 
the world, being determined not to yield to any 
person whatsoever, in any circumstance, caused 
the shields of his soldiers to be set oil' with silver 
plates, put eoldep bridles to the horses, had the 
coats of mail ornamented with gold and silver, and 
prejjared to inarch for this enterprise, at the head 
of a hundred and twenty thousand men, all equip- 
ped thus magnificently. 

All things l^ing ready for their setting out, he 
thought proper to reveal the design he had so long 
memtated, viz. to hrAe divine honours paid him; 
and was solely i'htentonthe means for putting that 
design in execution, fie was anxious, not only to 
be called, but to be believed, tlie son of .Jupiter; 

* Sedt post Clyii ctsdein, lihertute suhlata^ vultu, 
frrvif, nssentiebantiir, Q. Curt. f 
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as if it had been possible for him to command as 
absolutely the mind as well as the tongue, and that 
the Macedonians should fall prostrate, and adore 
him after the Persian manner. 

To * sooth and cherish these ridiculous preten- 
sions, there were not wanting flatterers, tliosc com- 
mon pests of courts, who are more dangerous to 
princes than the arms of their enemies. The Mace- 
donians, indeed, w'ould hot stoop to tins base adu- 
lation ; all of them, to a man, refusing to vary, in 
any manner, from the customs of theh’ country 
.The whole evil was owing to some (irceks, whose 
depraved manners were a scandal to their profession 
of teaching virtue and the sciences. These, thougli 
the very refuse of Greece, were neveilhelcss in 
greater credit with tiie king, than either the princes 
of ifts blood, or the generals of his army ; it was 
such creatures as these that placed him in. the skies ; 
and published, wherever they came, that Hercules, 
Bacchus, Castor and Pollux, would resign their 
seats to this new deity. 

He therefore appointed a‘ festival, and n)fide an 
incredibly pompous banquet, to which he invited 
the greatest lords of his court, both Macedonians 
and Greeks, and most of the highest quality among 
the Persians. With these he sat down at table for 
some time, after which he withdrew. Upon this 
Cleon, one of his flatterers, began to speak, and 
expatiated very much on the praises of the Ring, as 
had before been agreed upon. He made a long de- 
tail of the high obligations they had to him, all 
which (he observed) they might acknowledge and 
repay at a very easy expence, merely with two grains 
of incense, which they should offer to him a^o a 
god, without the least scsuple, sifice Uiey believed 

* Non deerat talia concupiscenti jierniciosa aduJatio, perpetuum 
quorum opes scepms assentatio, qudm hostist cvertit, 

U. CURT?^ 
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him such. To this purpose Jie cited the example of 
the Persians, He tooknoticCy that Hercules himself^ 
and Bacchus^ were not ranked amoHg the deities, 
till alter they had surmounted the envy of their con- 
temporaries. That in case the rest should scriiple 
to pay this justice to Alexander's merit, lie himself 
was resolved to shew them the way, and to uorship 
him if lie should come into the halh Rut that ail 
* of them must do their duly, es[jecially those that 
prolessed wisdom, who ought to set to the others 
an example of the veneration due to so great a 
monarch. 

It appeared plainly that this speech was directed 
to l ujliiitlicnes. * Jle was il^latcd to Aristotle, who 
had presented liiin to Alexander his pu[)il, that he 
might attend upon that mona^’chin the war of Per- 
sia. lie was considered, iJ|)oii account of his wis- 
dom and^ gravity, as the httest person to give him 
such wholesome counsel as was most ca[)ablc of 
prc'^erving him IVom those cxcJisscs, into which his 
jvinth and fiery temper might iiurry him : hut he 
accused of not possessing the gentle, insinuat- 
i . .’: heliavionr of courts ; arfd of * not knowing a 
cei tain medium, heluecn grovelling complaisance, 
and intlexihle obstinacy. Aristotle had attempted, 
but to no i)urj)osc, to soften the severity of his 
temper; and ioresceing the ill consc(juences with 
vvliich thijj disagreeable liberty of speaking his mind 
inight*be attended, he used often to repeat the tol- 
lowing verse of |TIomer to him: 

sc)2, tJu^ freedom will abridge thy days. 

And his prediction was but too true. 

This philosojilicr, seeing that every one, on this 
occasion, continued in deep silence, and that 

Diog. Laert. in Aristot^Iib. v. p. 303. 

* Inter abruptnmcontwnaciam et defonne ohscqvium {jf", ; Iter 
amhilioiie ac periculis vacuum. Tacit. Aniral. lib. vf 20. 
t fioi, Icrtnai, cf dyochBif. 11. xviii. v. ^5. 
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the eyes of the whole assembly were fixed on him, 
made a speech, wdiich appears to me just enough. 
However, it often happens, when a subject is 
bound in duty to oppose the inclinations of his 
sovereign, that the most cautious and most re- 
spectful zeal is considered as insolence and rebel- 
lion. Had the king (said he) been present at 
“ the speech which thou hast just made, none 
among us would hav'e attempted to answer 
“ thee, for he himself would have interrupted 
thee, and not have suffered thee to preempt him 
to assume the customs of barbarians, in casting 
an odium on: his person and glory, by so servile 
'‘an adulation. But since he is absent, I will 
“ answer thee in his name. I consider Alexander 
“ as worthy of all the honours that can be paid a 
“ mortal; but there is a difference between the wor- 
‘‘ ship of the gods and that of men. The former 
includes temples, altars, prayers, and«5acrifices; 
“ the latter is confined to praises only, and awful 
“ respect. We salute the latter, and look upon it 
“ as glorious^ to pay them submission, obedience, 
“ and fidelity; but we adore the former, we insti- 
“‘tute festivals to their honour, and sing hymns 
“ and anthems to their glory. The worship of 
“ the gods does itself vary, according to their 
“ rank ; and the homage we pay tp Castor and Pol- 
“ lux, is Hot like that with which w e adore Mer- 
** cury and Jupiter. We must not therefore con- 
“ found all distinctions, either by bringing down the 
“ gods to the condition of mortals, or by raising a 
“ mortal to the state of a god. Alexander would 
be justly offended should we pay to another per- 
“ son the homage due to his «acred person alone; 
“ ought we not to dreacktbe indignation of the 
“ gods as much, should we bestow upon mortals 
“ the honours due to them alone? I am sensible 
“ t hat o ur monarch is vastly superior to the rest; 
“ he greatest of kings, and the most glorious 
“ of all (ionqueroi's; hut then he is a man, not a 
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“ god. To obtain this titte, he must first be di- 
‘‘ vested of his mortal frame; but this it is greatly 
our interest to wish may not happen, but as late 
as possible. The Greeks did not worship Her- 
cules til! after his death; and that not till the oracle 
had expressly commanded it. The Persians are 
cited as an example for our imitation ; but how 
long is it that the vaiic}aished have given law to 
“ tlie victor? Cah we forget that Alexander crossed 
the lleilespont, not to subject Greece to Asia, 
but Asia to Greece ! ’ 

The deep silence which all the company observed 
u hilst Callisthenes spoke„ was a sullicient indi- 
cation of their thoughts. The king, wlio stood 
behind the tapestry all the time, heard whatever had 
jiassed. He thereupon ordered Cleon to be told, 
That without insisting any farther, he would only 
“ requine the Persians to fall |)rostrate, according 
to theif usual custom.” 4 little after this he 
came in, pretending he had been busied# in some 
affair of importance, immediately the Persians 
fell prostrate to adore him^ Polyr-perchon, who 
stood near him, observing that one of them bowed 
so low that his chin touched the ground, bid him, 
in a rallying tone of voice, to fitrihe harder. The 
king, offended at this joke, threw Polysperchon into 
prison, and breke up the assembly. However, he 
after,ward^ pardoned him ; but Callisthenes was not 
so fortunate. 

To rid himself of him, he laid to his charge a 
crime of which he w as no ways guilty. Hermolaus, 
one of the 3 ^ung officers who attended upon the 
king in all places, had, upon account of some pri- 
vate pique, formed^ conspiracy against him; but it 
was very happily disciJvered, the instant it was to 
be put in execution. The criminals were seized, 
put to the torture, and executed. Not one among 
tiicm had accused Callisthenes; but having^beeu 
very intimate w ith Hermolaus, that aio^e was suf- 
ficient. Accordingly he was thrown into a dungeon, 

qS 
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loaded with irons, and “the most grievous torments 
were inflicted on him, in order to extort a confes- 
sion of guilt. But he insisted upon his innocence 
to the last, and. expired in the midst of his tor- 
tures. 

Nothing has reflected so much dishonour on 
Alexander’s memory, as this unjust and cruel 
death of Callisthenes. He truly merited the name 
of philosopher, from the solidity of his understand- 
ing, the extent of his knowledge, the austerity of 
his life, the regularity of his conduct, and above 
all, from the hatred he so evidently manifested for 
dissimulation and flattery of every kind. He was 
not born for courts, the frequenters of which must 
have a supple, pliable, flexible temper; sometimes 
indeed it must be of & knavish and treacherous, at 
least of a hypocritical, flattering turn. He very 
seldom was seen at the king’s table, though fre- 
quently invited to it,; and whenever he “prevailed 
so far upon himself as to go thither, his melancholy 
silent air was a manifest indication, that he disap- 
proved of every thing^that w^as said or done at it. 
With this humour, which was a little too severe, 
he would have been an inestimable treasure to a 
prince who hated falsehood ; for among the many 
thousands who surrounded Alexander, and paid 
court to him, Callisthenes alone had courage 
enough to tell him the truth. But where dp w^e 
meet with princes who know the value of such a 
treasure, and the use which ought to be made of it.^ 
Truth seldom pierces those clouds which are 
raised by the authority of the great, ,and the flat- 
tery of their courtiers. And indeed Alexander, 
by this dreadful example, deprived all virtuous 
men of the opportunity of^ pointing out his true 
interest. From that instant no one spoke with 
freedom in the council; even those who had the 
prea teyt love for the public ’welfare, and a per- 
sonal afieMion for Alexander, thought themselves 
not obliged to undeceive him. After this, nothing 



2S9 


OF ALEXAiiDEIi. 

was listened to but flattery, which gained such an 
ascendant over that prince, as entirely depraved 
him, and justly punished him, for having sacrificed 
to the wild ambition of having adoration paid him, 
the most virtuous man about his person. 

I observe, after Seneca, that the death of *Cal- 
listhenes is an eternal reproach to Alexander, and 
so horrid a crime, that no quality, how beautiful 
soever, no military exploit, however brilliant, 
can evej, efface its infamy. If it is said in favour 
of Alexander, that he killed an infinite number 
of Persians; that he dethroned and slew the 
most powerful king of the earth ; conquered in- 
numerable provinces and nations; penetrated as 
far as the ocean, and extended the bounds of his 
empire from the most remote part of Thrace to 
the extremities of the East: in answer to each of 
these pitfticulars, Fc,?, says Seneca, 6ut he mur- 
dered Calllsthencf:; a crime •of such magnitude, 
that it entirely obliterates the glory of alThis other 
actions. , • 

0 

* Hoc est Akxatidri crimen dtemiim, quod nulla virtm, nnllu 
hellorum fdiciUis redimeU Nam quotiem quis dixerit, occidil 
Persariwi midta milda; o]rponctvr, et CalVmthniem. ^^uotiais 
dictum erit, occidit Durium,ptnes quern tunc mafruum regmm nal ; 
opponetur, et Cailisthenem. 'Huotiens dictum erit, omnia occuno 
tenus vicit, ipsum qitoque tentavil noris classihufi, ct imperiuni ex 
tmgulq THracice usque ad nrkntis termiuos protulit ; dtcetur, sed 
Cailisthenem occidil. Omnia licet antiqua ducuni reginnquc exem- 
pla transient, ex his quee fecit, nihil tarn nuignum crit, qudm scclus 
Callisihenis, Senkc. Nat. quacst. 1. vi. c. 23. 
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Sect. XV. Akiander sets out for India. A di- 
gression with regard to that country. He be- 
sieges and takes several cities lohich appeared 
impregnable, and is often in danger of his life. 
He crosses the river Indus, and qftej'rcards the 
Hydaspes, and gains a signal victory over Porus, 
'whom he restores to his throne. , . 

^Alexander, to stop the murmurs and dis- 
contents which ftrose a^nong his soldiers, set out 
for India. He himself wanted action and motion, 
for he always, when imemployed, lost part of the 
glory he had acquired in war. An excess of vanity 
and folly prompted him to undertake this expedi- 
tion; a project quite useless iuiisuif, anc], attended 
with ver^^ darigerous’ consequences. lie had read 
in the ancient tables of Greece, that llacchus and 
Hercules, both sons of Jiipi'icr, like himself, had 
marched so far. He^was determined not to be 
surpassed by them: and there were not wanting 
flatterers, who applauded this wild, chimerical 
design. 

These are the tlrings that constitute the glory and 
merit of such pretended ijeroes; arid it i^^.this which 
many people, dazzled by a false splendor, 'still ad- 
mire in Alexander : a ridiculous desire of rambling 
up^ and down the world ; of disturbing the tran- 
quillity of nations, who were not bound to him by 
any obligations; of treating all those as enemies, 
who should reiuse to acknowledge him for their 
sovereign; of ransacking ^nd extispating such as 
shoidd presume to dcfenrl their liberties, their pos- 
sessions. and tlicir luxs, against an unjust invader, 
wl.o j;am c Ji otn the extremity.of the earth to attack 
therih ‘vr^iout the least shadow of reason. Add to 

^ Q. Curt. 1, viii. c. !). 
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this glaring injustice, the rash and wild project he 
had formed, of subduing with infinite labour, and 
the utmost hazard, many more nations tiian it was 
possible for him to keep in subjection; and the sad 
necessity to which he was reduced, of being perpe- 
tually obliged to conquer them anew, and punish 
them for their rebellion. This is a sketch of what 
the conquest of India will^exhibit to us, after I shall 
have given some little account of the situation and 
manners of that country, and of some of its rarities. 

Ptolemy divides India into two parts; India on 
this, and India on the other side of the Ganges. 
Alexander did not go beyogd the forrner, nor even 
so far as the Ganges. This first part is situated 
between two great rivers, the Indus, whence this 
country reced es its name, and the Ganges. Ptolemy 
says, the limits of it are, to the west, Paropamisus, 
Aracho^a, and Gedrosia, which either form a part, 
or are npdri the confines of thg kingdom of Persia : 
to the nortli, mount Imaus, which is part*of Cireat 
Tavtary : to the car.t,^ihe Ganges : to the south, the 
Ocean, or Indian sea. ^ • 

^ All the Indians, according to Arrian, arc free, 
and, like the Lacedaemonians, have no slaves among 
them. The only |lifference is, the latter make use 
of foreign slaves, whereas there arc none in India. 
They do not er«ct any monuments in honour of the 
dead, but kre of opinion, that the reputation of il- 
lustrious men is their mausoleum. 

They may be divided into seven classes. The 
first and most honourable, though the least nume- 
rous, is that #f the Brachrnans, who are, as it were, 
the guardians of religion. I shall liave occasion to 
mention them jn ttrtj -scfiuel. 

The second and greatest is that of the husband- 
men. These are had in great esteem. Their only 
occupation is to cultivate the fields, and they arc 
never taken from th*s employment to carryj^^rms 

* Arrian, de Indie, p. 324 — 328. 
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and serve in the field : even in time of war, it 
is an inviolable law, never to molest them or their 
lands. 

The third is that of herdsmen and shepherds, who 
keep herds and flocks, and never come into cities. 
They rove up and down the mountains, and often 
exercise themselves in hunting. 

Tim fourtli is of traders and artificers, among 
whom pilots and seamen arc included. These tin ee 
last orders pay a tribute to tlie king, and^pone are 
exempt from it but those that make arms, uho, 
instead of paying any thing, receive a stipend from 
the public. ,, 

The fifth is of soldiers, whose only employment is 
war : they are furnished with all sorts of necessaries ; 
and, in time of peace, 'are abundantly supplied with 
all things. Their life, at all limes, is free and dis- 
engaged from cares of every kind. 

The sixth onkr us that of overseers 
w ho supe rintend the actions of others, and exaiuine 
every transaction, either in, pities or the country, 
and report ll^e whole^to the |)rince. T he virtues 
and qualities reqeircd in these magistrates arc exact- 
ness, sincerity, jirobity, and the love of their coun- 
try. None of these magistrates, says I he histurian, 
have ever been accused of telling an untruth. in ice 
happy nation, were tljis really facU! However, this 
observation [)rpvcs at least that truth and justice 
were had in great honour in this couiitry, and that 
knavery and insincerity were detested in it. 

Lastly, the seventh class consists of [versons em- 
ployed in the public councils, and who share the 
cares of the government witli the sovereign. From 
this class are taken magistrates, inkndants, gover- 
nors (;t provinces, generals, ^ind .all military officers, 
whether lor land or sea; comptrollers of the trea- 
sury, receivers, and all who are intrusted with the 
pul>lic.moneys. 

These (^jifierent orders of the state never intermix 
hy marriage ; and an artificer, for instance, is not 
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allowed to take a wife from among the class of hus- 
bandtnen ; and so of the rest. None of these can 
follow two professions at the same time, nor quit 
one class for another. It is natural to conclude, 
that this regulation must have contributed very much 
to the improvement of all arts and trades ; as every 
one added his own industry and reflections to those 
of his ancestors, which were delivered down to him 
by an uninterrupted tradition. 

Many observations might be made on tliese In- 
diai^ customs, which I am ol)liged to omit, for the 
sake of proceeding in niy liistory. I only entreat 
the reader toohserve, that in every wd&e government, 
every w ^dl gov^uned state, the tilling of lands, and 
tlic grazing of cattle (two perpetual and certain 
soiii ces<;f riclie.s and abundance), have alw ays been 
one of the chief objects of the care of those who 
preside in. the administration ; and that the neglect 
of eirlier, ij? erring against one yf the most import- 
ant maxims in policy. • 

1 also admire very irpjch that custom of appoint- 
ing oversee) s, whether they are knowg for such or 
not, v\jio go upon the spot, in order to inspect the 
conduct of governors, intendants, and judges ; the 
only method to prevent the rapine and outrages to 
which unlim'tcci authority, and the distance from a 
court, frcquently.give occasion ; the only method, 
at thq saim? time, for a sovereign to know the state 
of his kingdom, without which it is impossible for 
liim to govern liappily the people whom Providence 
has intrusted to his care. Tliisrcare regards him 
personally; a«d those who act under him can no 
more dispense with the discharge of it, than they 
can usurp his diadt^n. 

It is remarkable, tha-t in India, from the month 
of June to those of September and October, ex- 
cessive rains fall very often, whereby the crossing of 
rivers is rendered mubh more difficult, and frec^nt 
inundations happen. Hence vve may judge how 
greatly, during all this season, the armies of Alex- 
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ander must have suffered, as they were at that time 
in the field. 

Before I leave what relates in general to India, I 
shall say a few words concerning the elephants, with 
which that country abounds more than any other. 
The elephant exceeds all terrestrial animals in size. 
Some are thirteen or fifteen feet high. The female 
goes a whole year with her young. It lives some- 
times to the age of a\iundred or a hundred and 
twenty years ; nay much longer, if some ancient 
writers may be credited. Its nose, called* its trunk 
(proboscis long and hollow, like a large trumpet, 
and serves the elephant instead of a * hand, which 
it moves witl| incredible agility and strength, and 
thereby is of prodigious service to it. The f ele- 
phant, notwithstanding its prodigious size^ is so 
tractable and industrious, that one would be^ almost 
apt to conclude it were formed with som^^ffaing like 
human reason. It is susceptible of affection, fond- 
ness, anfl- gratitude, ‘‘so far as to pine away with sor- 
row when it has lost its master, and even sometimes 
to destroy itsplf w hen it liapfiens to have ill used or 
murdered him in the Vansport of its fury. There 
is no kind of thing which it cannot be taught. 
Arrian, whose authority is not to be questioned, 
relates, that he had seen an elephant dance with 
two cymbals fixed to his legs, wlych he struck one 
after the other in cudence with his trunk ;^while 
the rest danced roun(j[ him, keeping time with a 
surprising exactness. 

He describes very particularly the manner in 
which they are taken. The Indians enclose a large 
sf^t of ground, with a trench of about twenty feet 
wide, and fifteen hi^h, to which, there is access but 
in one part, and this is a bridge, vi’Viich is covered 

* 3Ianus data elephanth, quia propter magnitudinem corporis 
dijl/\ciles aditus hahthant ad pactum. * Cic. de Kat. Deor. lib. ii. 
n. 

t Elepkanto helluarum vulla providcfUioT. At figura qua vas- 
tior ? De Nat. Deor. lib. i. n. 97. 
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with turf ; in order that these animals, who are very 
subtle, may not suspect any thing. Of the earth 
that is dug out of the trench^ a kind of wall is 
raised, on the outer side of which a little kind of 
chamber is made, where people conceal themselves 
in order to watch these animals, leaving a very small 
opening. In this enclosure two or three tame fe- 
male elephants are set. The instant the wild ele- 
phants see or smell them, they run and whirl about 
so much, ^hat at last they enter the enclosure, upon 
which the bridge is immediately broken dowm ; and 
the people upon the watch fly to the neighbouring 
villages for help. After theyjiave been broke for a 
few days by hunger and thirst, people enter the en- 
closure upon tame elephants, and with these they 
attack them. ^As the wild oiA?s are by this time 
very much weakened, it is impossible for them to 
make a long resistance. After throwing them on 
the ground, *men get upon their,backs, having first 
made a deep wound round their necks, about which 
they throw a rope, in cjrder to put tliem to great 
pain, in case they attempt to stir. Being tamed in 
this manner, they sufler themselves to be led qui- 
etly to the houses with the rest, where they are fed 
with grass and green corn, and gradually tamed by 
blows and hunger, till such time as they obey 
readily their master's voice, and perfectly under- 
stand his laAguage. 

Every one knows the use that was formerly made 
of these animals in battle ; however, they frequently 
made greater havoc in the army 4:6 which they be- 
longed than in^that of the enemy. Their teeth, or 
rather tusks, furnish us with ivory. But it is time 
to return to Alexander. 

‘‘This prince having ciUered India,* all the petty 

^ Quint. Curt. ]. viii. c. 9 — 14. Arrian, l.iv. p. 182 — 193. 
1. V. p. 1 95 — 22 1 . Plut. ir^ Alex. p. 697 — 699. Diod. 1. xvii. 
p. 557 — 559, Justin, l.xii. c- 7, 8. 

* Quintus Curtius supposes, that several countries on this 
side of the Indus, but adjacent to that river, belonj^cd to India, 
and made part of it. 
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kings of these countries came to meet him, and make 
their submissions. They declared that he was the 
third son of Jupiter, * who had arrived in their 
country: that* they had known Bacchus and Her- 
cules no otherwise than by fame ; but as for Alex- 
ander, they had the happiness to see him, and to 
enjoy his presence. The king received them with 
the utmost courtesy, cqmmanding them to accom- 
pany him, and serve him as guides. As no more 
of them came in to pay their homage, he detached 
HephsBstion and Perdiccas with part of his forces, 
to subdue all who should refuse to submit. He or- 
dered them to advance as far as the Indus, and to 
prepare boats to convey his army across that river. 
But finding he was obliged to cross several rivers, he 
caused these boats Ico be built in such a form, that 
they could be taken to pieces; the several parts of 
them carried upon waggons, and afterwswds put to- 
gether again, Tht*n, having commanded Craterus 
totollotv hirif with his phalanx, he himself marched 
before, M'ith his cavalry and.light-armed troops; and 
after a slight engagpqient, he defeated those who had 
dared to make head against him, and pursued them 
to the next city, into which they fled. Craterus be- 
ing come up, the king, in order to terrify, at the first 
outset, those nations who had not yet felt the power 
of the Macedonian arms, com mai*ded his soldiers to 
bu rn down the fortifications of that placef, which he be- 
sieged in a regular way, and to put all the inhabitants 
to the sword. But as he was going round the walls 
on horseback, be was wounded by an arrow. Not- 
w’itbstanding this accident, he took the city, after 
w hich he made dreadful havoc of all the soldiers and 
inhabitants, and did not so muKh as spare the houses. 

Alter subduing this nation, whicTi was of no great 
consequence, he marched towards the city of Nysa, 
and encamped pretty near its w'alls, behind a forest, 
flhiLliid it. In the mean time, it grew so very cold 
in the night, that they had never yet felt so exces- 
* Could these Greek names of gods be known to the Indians ? 
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sive a chill; but, very happilyfor them, a remedy 
was near at hand. They felled a great number of 
trees, and lighted up several fires, which proved 
very comfortable to the whole army. -The besieged 
having attempted a sally with ill success, a faction 
arose in the city, some being of opinion that it 
would be best for them to surrender, whilst others 
were for holding out. Thi^ coming to the king’s 
ear, he only blocked up the city, and did not 
do the inhabitants any further injury; till at last, 
tired out with the length of the siege, they surren- 
dered at discretion, and accordingly were kindly 
treated by the conqueror. Ttipy declared that their 
city had been built by Bacchus. The whole army, 
for six days together, celebrated games, and made 
rejoicings on this mountain, in* honour of the god 
who was there worshipped. 

He marched from thence to a country called Dae- A. M. 
dala, which llad been abandoned by the inhabitants, 3677 . 
who had fled for shelter to inaccessible mountains, as ^”^27 ^ 
had also those of Acader^, into which he afterwards 
entered. This obliged* him to change his method 
of w ar, and to disperse his forces in different places, 
by wliich means the enemy were all defeated atonce : 
no resistance wtis made any where, ahd those who 
were so courageous as to wait the coming up of the 
Macedonians, were, all cut to pieces. Ptolemy took 
several ^little icities the instant he sat dowm before 
them : Alexander carried the large ones, and, after 
uniting all his forces, passed the river * Choaspes, 
and left Coenus to besiege a rich and populous city, 
called Bazica by the inhabitants. 

He afterwards marched towards Massaga, whose 
king called Assacanusf was lately dead, and Cleo- 
phes, his mother, ruled the province and city. There 
were thirty thousand foot in it, and both nature and 
art seemed to have vied with each other in raising 
its fortifications; for towar,ds the east, it was s»j/^ 

j 

^ This is not the Choaspes which runs by Suss. 
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clHnbiiig the rock. ‘At this sight it appeared no 
longer inaccessible, and every one flew after liim. 
Kever were soldiers posed to greater danger ; but 

they were all resolved to conquer or die. Several 
fell from the 'fock into the river, whose whirlpools 
swallowed them up. The barharidns rolle d great 
stones on the foremost, wl^o being scarce at>le to 
keep upon their feet (the rock w’as so slippery), fell 
down the preqipices, and were gashed to pieces. 
No sight could possibly be more clismal than this; 
the king, greatly afflicted at the loss 6f so many 
brave soldiers, caused a retreat to be sounded. 
Nevertheless, though he had lost all hopes of taking 
the place, and was determined to raise the siege, he 
acted as if lie intended to continue, and accord- 
ingly gave orders for bringing forw^ard th^^ towers 
and other engines. The besfeged, by way of insult, 
made great rejoicings; and continued thgir festivity 
for two days and two nights, making the rock, and 
the whole neighbourhood, echo with the sound of 
their drums and cymbals. But the third night they 
were not heard, and the Macedonians were surprised 
to see every part of the rock illuminated with torches. 
The king was inforn^d, that the Indians had lighted 
them to assist tbeeir flight, and to guide them the 
more easily among the precipices, during the ob- 
scurity of the night. Immediately the whole army, 
by Alexander’s order, shouted aloud, which terrified 
the fugitives so much, tb^ several of them fancying 
they saw the enemy, flung themselves from the top 
of the rock, and perished miserably. The king 
having so happily and unexpectedly^ possessed him- 
self of the rock, in an almost miraculous manner, 
thanked the gods, and ofFea^d sacrifices in their 
honour. ' 

From hence he marched towards Ecbolimus, 
which he took, and.^ft^ sixteen days’ march arrived 
aw the river Indus^ wherfe he found that He- 
phsestion had got all things ready for his passage, 
pursuant^to the orders given him. The king of the 
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country, called Ornphis, whose father died some 
time before, had sent to Alexander, to know whe- 
ther he would give him leave to wear the crown. 
Notwithstanding he had received tliis permissfoii, 
he nevertheless delayed assuming itVill his arrival. 
He then went to meet him with his whole army ; 
and when Alexander advanced pretty near, he 
pushed forward his horse, ^came up singly to him, 
and the king dy^ the same. The liulian then told 
biifi by an interpreter, That he was come to meet 
him atlTie head of his army, in order to deliver 
“ up all his forces into his hands. That he sur- 
“ rendered his person and hjs kingdom to a mon- 
arch, who, he was sensible, fought only with the 
“ view of acquiring glory ; and dreaded nothing so 
much as treachery;’’ The king, greatly satisfied 
with the frankness of the liarbarian, gave him his 
hand, arftj^ restored him his kingdom. He then 
made Alexander a present of |ifty-six elephants, 
and a great number of other animals of prodigious 
size. Alexander asking him which were most neces- 
sary to him, liusbandiften or soldiers?. he replied, 
that as he was at war with two'kings, the liittcr were 
of greatest service to him. Tiiese two ixionarchs 
were Abisares and Porus, the latter of whom was 
the most pow erful, and the dominions of both were 
situated oil the othjr side of the Ilydaspes. Ornphis 
assumed the diadem, and took the name of TRxilus, 
by which the kings of tb^ country were usually 
called. He made magnificent presents to Alexan- 
der, who did not sufl’er himself to be exceeded in 
generosity. , . - 

The next day, ambassadors from Abisares wait- 
ing upon the king, sur^ndcred up to him, pursuant 
to the power giv^ them, all the dominions of their 
sovereign ; and after a promise, of fidelity had been 
given on both sides, they reterned back. 

Alexander expecting\hat rorus, astonished witji-^ 
the report of his glory, would not fail to submit to 
him, sent a message to that prince, as if he Had been 
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his vlistol, rb^uiring Kim to pay tribute, imd m^t 
hiwi upon the frontiers of his dominions. Porus an- 
swered with great composure, that he would meet 
him upb'n the fitintiers, but it should be .sword in 
hand. At the same time a reinforcement of thirty 
elephants, which were of great service, were sent to 
Alexander. He gave the superintendance of ail 
his elephants to Taxilus, and advanced as far as. 
the banks of the Hydaspcs. Porus was encamped 
on the other side of it, in order to dispuj-e the pas- 
sage witti him ,‘ and had posted at the head of his 
arihy eighty-five elephants of a prodigious size, and 
behind them three hundred chariots, supported by 
thirty thousand foot: he had not at most above 
seven thousand horse. This prince was mounted 
dh an ejlephant much laiger than any of the rest, and 
he himself exceeded the usual stature of nien ; so 
dtat, clothed iu his armour jittering with gold and 
silver, he appeared at the same time terrible and 
majestic. The greatness of his courage equalled 
that of his stature, and he vas as wise and prudent 
as it w'as possible for the monarch of so barbarous 
a people to be. 

The Macedonian^.dreaded not only the enemy, 
but the HiHsr they were obliged to pass. It was four 
furlongs wide (about four hundred fathoms), and so 
deep in every part, that it looked like a sea, and 
was hd where fordable. It was vastly impetuous 
notwithstanding its great breadth ; for it rolled with 
as ihuch violence, as if it bad been confined to a 
haiTow channel; and its raging, foaming waves, 
which broke in many places, divseovered that it was 
full of stones and rocks, i^wever, nothing was so 
dreadful as the appearance df the shore, which was 
quite covered with men, liorses, and elephants. 
Tbdse hideous ammfals stood like so many towers, 
^and the Indians exaa^rated them, in order that the 
'‘horrid cry they miam might fill the enemy with 
^eater ^terror. HoweVer, this dould not intimidate 
an ai'niy of man, whose Cbarage Was proof against 
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all attacks, and vi^ho were emboldened by an unin- 
tetrupted series of prospefity; but then they did 
not think it would be possible for them, as their 
barks were so crazy, to surmount^he rapidity of 
the stream, or land with safety. 

This river was full of little islands, to which the 
Indians and Macedoriians used to swim, with their 
• arms over their heads ; afld slight sldrmishes took 
place every day in the sight of the two kings, who 
were weH pleased to try their strength in these 
small excursions, and to form a judgment from 
such skirmishes of the success of a general battle. 
There were two young officers in Alexander's army, 
Egesimachus and Nicanor, men of equal intrepidity, 
and who, having been ever successful, despised dan- 
gers of every kind. They took with them the bravest 
youths in the whole army : and, with no other wea- 
pons thaiS their Javelins, swam to an island in which 
several of the enemy w'ere landed; where, with 
scarce any other assistance but their intrepidity, 
they made a great slaughter. After this bold stroke, 
they might have retired with glory, wefe it possible 
for rashness, when successful, to keep within bounds. 
But as they waited with contempt, and an insulting 
air, for those who came to succour their^'compa- 
nions, they were surrounded by a band of soldiers, 
who had swum uiTperceived to the island, and over- 
whelmed with the darts which were shot from far. 
Those w'ho endeavoured to save themselves by 
swimming, were either earned a#ay by the waves, 
or swallowed up by the whirlpools. The courage 
of Torus, who^aw all this from the shore, was sur- 
prisingly increased by this success. 

Alexander wqe in great perplexity ; and dading 
he could not pass the Hydaspes by force of arms, 
he therefore resolved to have recourse to artifice. 
Accordingly he causec^ hi? cavalry to attempt seve- 
ral times to pass it in the night, and to shout as'if 
they really intended to ford the river, all thipgs being 
prepared for that purpose. Immediately Porus hur- 

• B 2 
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ried thither with his elephants, but Alexander con* 
tinned in battle-array on the bank. This stratagem 
having been attempted several times, and Porus 
finding the wh^e but mere noise and empty me- 
naces, he took iro' further notice of these motions, and 
only sent scouts to every part of the shore. Alex- 
ander being now no longer apprehensive of having 
the whole army of the enemy fall upon him, in his 
attempting to cross the river in the night, began to 
resolve seriously to pass it. , 

There was in this river, at a considerable distance 
from Alexander’s camp, an island of a greater ex- 
tent than any of the re^t, which being covered with 
trees, was well suited to conceal his design, and 
therefore he resolved to attempt the passage that 
way. However, the' better to conceal the know- 
ledge of it from the enemy, and deceive them on 
this occasion, he left Craterus in his camp with a 
great part of. the ajrmy, with orders for them to 
make a great rk)ise, at a certain time which should 
be appointed, in order to ajarm the Indians, and 
make them believe that he .was preparing to cross 
the river ; but that he should not attempt this, till 
such time as Porus should have raised his camp, 
and marclMsd away his elephants, either to withdraw 
or advance towards" those Macedonians who should 
attempt the passage. IJetween the camp and the 
island he had posted Meleager and GVjrgias with 
the foreign horse and foot, with orders for them to 
pass over in bodies, the instant they should see him 
engaged in battle. 

After giving these orders, he took the rest of his 
army, as well cavalry as infantry ; and, wheeling off 
from the shore, in order to avoid being perceived, 
he advanced in the night-time towards the island 
into which he was resolved to go ; and the better to 
deceive the enemy, Alexander caused his tent to 
bt. ..pitched in the camp Wh^re he had left Cra- 
terus, which was opposite to that of Porus. His 
life-guard& were drawn up round, in all the pomp 
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and splendor with which the majesty of a great king 
is usually surrounded. He also caused a royal robe 
to be put upon Attalus, who was of the same age 
with himself, and so much resembl^ the king, both 
in stature and features, especially at so great a dis- 
tance as the breadth of the river, that the enemy 
might suppose Alexander himself was on the bank, 

■ and w as attempting the pifesage in thatplace. He, 
however, was by this time got to the island above- 
mention^ ; and immediately landed upon it from 
boats, with the rest of his troops, w hilst the enemy 
was emplo^^ed in opposing Craterus. But on a sud- 
den a furious storm arose* which seemed as if it 
would retard the execution of his project, yet prov- 
ed of advantage to it ; for |o fortunate was this 
prince, that obstacles changed into advantages and 
succours in his favour. The storm w as succeeded 
by a very^violent shower, with im|)etuous winds, 
flashes of lightning and thunder, insomuch that 
there was no hearing or seeing any thing. Any miin 
but Alexander would have abandoned his design; 
but he, on the contrary, w a.^ animated by tiie very 
danger, not to mention that the noise, the confu- 
sion, and the darkness, assisted his passage. He 
thereupon made the signal for the embarkation of 
his troops, and went off himself in the first boat. 
It is reported theft it was on this occasion he cried 
out, O Athenians, could you believe that I would 
expose myself to such dangers, to merit your 
applause 1” And, indeed, nothing could contri- 
bute more to eternize his name, than the having 
his actions rdfcorded by such great historians as 
Thucydides and Xenophon ; ^ and so anxious w as 
he about the cb^racfer which would be given him 
after his death, that he wished it were possible for 
him to return’ again into the world only so long as 
was necessary to knovij w^at impression the perils^ 
of his history would make on the minds of men. 

Scarce any person appeared to oppose tjieir land- 
ing, because Porus was wholly taken up with Cra- 
I Lucian de consarib. hist. p. 094'. 
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terus, and imagined tie had nothing to do but to 
p{^oii^ his passage. Icninediately this general, pur-r 
auant to his orders, made a prodi^ous clamour, and 
seemed dispps^ to attempt the passage of the river. 
Upon this all the boats came to shore, one excepted, 
w^ch the waves dashed to pieces against a rock. 
The nioment Alexander was landed, he drew up in 
order of battle his little army, consisting of six thou- • 
sand foot and five thousand horse. He himself 
headed the latter ; and, having commanded the foot 
to make all iniaginable dispatch after him, he 
marched before. It was his firm opinion, that in 
pase the Indians should oppose him with their 
whole force, his cavalry would give him infinite ad- 
vantage ever them ; and that, at all events, he 
might easily, continue fighting till his foot should 
come up ; or, that in case the enemy, alarmed at 
the news of his having passed the river, should fly, 
it would then be in his power to pursue, and ma^ 
a ^ear slaughter of them. 

Forus, upon hearing that, Alexander had passed 
the river, had sent- against him a detachment, com- 
manded by one of his sons, nf two thousand horse, 
and one hundred and twenty chariots. Alexander 
ima^ned them at first to be the enemy’s van-guard, 
and that the whole army was behind them ; but, 
being informed it was but a detachment, he charged 
tbpm with such vigour, that Porus’s son was killed 
upon the spot, with four hundred horses, and all 
the chariots were taken. Each of these chariots car- 
ried six men ; two were armed with bucklers, two 
bowmen sat on each side, and two guided the cha- 
riot, wjio nevertheless always fought when the battle 
grew warm, having a great nbmbpr pf darts which 
i^ey discharged at the enemy. But all these did 
little execution that day, because the rain, which 
bad fallen in great abundance, had moistened the 
■feartb to such a degree, that the horses could scarce 
stand upon their legs ; and the chariots being very 
heavy, most of them sunk very deep into the naud. 

Pprus, upon receiving adyice of the death of his 
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son, the defeat of the detachment, and of Alex- 
ander’s approach, was in doubt whether it would be 
proper for him to continue in his post, because Cra- 
terus, with the rest of the Macedom^n army made 
a feint as it they intended to pass t/re river. How- 
ever, he at last resolved to go and meet Alex- 
ander, whom he justly supposed to be at the head 
of the choicest troops of army. Accordingly, 
leaving only a few elephants in his camp, to amuse 
those who were ported on the opposite shore, he 
set out with thirty thousand foot, four thousand 
horse, three hundred chariots, and two hundred 
elephants. Being come into a firm, sandy soil, in 
which his horses and chariots might wheel about 
with ease, he drew up his army in battle-array, 
with an intent to wait the coming up of the enemy. 
He posted in front, and on the first line, all the 
elephants at a hundred feet distance one from the 
other, in drder that they mighf serve as a bulwark 
to his foot, who were beiiind. It was his opinion, 
that the enemy’s cavajry would not dare to engage 
in these intervals, because of the fei^r their Ijorses 
would have of the elepharfts; and much less the 
infantry, when they should see tliat of the enemy 
posted behind the elephants, and themselves in dan- 
ger of being trod to pieces by those miimals. He 
hed posted som^ of his foot on the same line with 
the ^lephatits, in order to cover their right apd left; 
and this infantry was covered by his two wings of 
horse, iHifore which the chariots were posted. Such 
was the order and disposition of Porus's army. 

Alexander being come in sight of the enemy, 
halted tp wait the coming up of his foot, which 
marched with the titmost diligence, and arrived a 
little after: aifd in order that they might have time 
to take breath, and oot be led, fatigued as they 
were, against the enemy, he causetl his horse to 
make a great man^ Evolutions, in order to gain 
time. JBut now every thing being ready, aod the 
infantry having efficiently recpvered tfheir vigour, 
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Alexander gave the signal of battle. He did not 
think proper to begin by attacking the enemy’s 
main body, where the infantry and the elephants 
were posted, the very reason which had made 
Porus draw th/rh «p in that manner : but his cavalry 
being stronger, he drew out the greatest part of 
them ; and marching against the left wing, sent 
Coenus with his own regiment of horse, and that of 
Demetrius, to charge them at the same time ; 
ordering him to attack the cavalry on th^* left, in 
the rear, wliiJe he himself would charge them botli 
in front and flank. Seleucus, Antigonus, and Tau- 
ron, who commanded ,tlie foot, were ordered not 
to stir from their posts, till Alexander’s cavalry 
had put that of the enemy, as well as their foot, 
into disorder. ' 

Being come within arrow-shot, he detached a 
thousand bowmen on horseback, with ortlers for 
them to make their ^discharge on the horse of Po- 
rus’s left wing, in* order to throw it into disorder, 
whilst he himself should chaj'ge this body in flank, 
before it had«tirae to rally. .The Indians, having 
closed their squadrons, advanced against Alex- 
ander, At that instant Coenus charged them in 
the rear, according io> the orders given him; so 
that the Indians were obliged to face about on all 
sides, to de fcnd themselves from ths thousand bow- 
men, and against Alexander and Coenus. Alex- 
ander, to make the best advantage of the confusion 
into w’hicli this sudden evolution had thrown then), 
charged u ith great vigour those tliat made head 
.against him, who being no longer abl^'to stand so 
violent an attack, were soon broke, and retired be- 
hind the elephants, as to an imjpregpable rampart. 
The leaders of the elephants made them advance 
against the enemy's horse ; but, that very instant, 
the Macedonian phalanx moving on a sudden, sur- 
roemded those animals, and charged with their 
pikes the elephants themselves and their leaders. 
This battle \vas very difi’erent from all those which 
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Alexander had hitherto fought; for the elephants 
rushing upon the battalions, broke, with inexpressi- 
ble fury, the thickest of them ; when the Indian 
horse, seeing the Macedonian foottetopped by the 
elephants, returned to the charge f'however, that 
of Alexander being stronger, and having greater 
experience in war, broke this body a second time, 
•and obliged it again to retire towards the elephants; 
upon which the Macedonian horse being all united 
in one b^idy, spread terror and confusion wher- 
ever they attacked. The elephants being all co- 
vered with wounds, and the greatest part having 
lost their leaders, no longer, observed their usual 
order ; but, frantic as it were with pain, no longer 
distinguished friends from foes, but running about 
from place to place, they overthrew every thing 
that canxe in their w ay. The Macedonians, w ho 
had purpbscly left a greater interval between their 
battalions, either made way for tliem w lierever they 
came forward, or charged with darts those that fear 
and the tumult ()l)lige^|#to retire. Alexander, after 
having surrounded the enemy with his horse, juadc 
a signal to his foot to march ijp with all imaginable 
s])eed, in order to make a last effort, and to fall 
upon them with his whole force; all which they 
executed very successfully. In this manner the 
greatest part of ^Ijc Indian cavalry were cut to 
pieces.; and* a body of their foot, w hicti sustained 
no less loss, seeing themselves charged on all sides, 
at last fled. Craterus, who had continued in the 
camp wdth the rest of his army, seeing Alexander 
engaged with Porus, crossed the liver, and charging 
the routed soldiers with his troops, who were tresh 
and vigorous, ki^ed many enemies in the retreat 
as had fallen in the battle. 

The Indians loston this occasion twenty thousand 
foot and three thousancL horse; not to mention 
the chariots which were^all broken to pieces, ancf 
the elephants, all of which were either killed or 
taken. Porus’s two sons fell in^this bafttle, with 
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Spitacus, governor of the province ; all the colonels 
of horse and foot, and those who guided the ele- 
phants and chariots. As for ' Alexander, he lost 
but fourscore the six thousand soldiers who were 
at the first ^arge, ten bowmen of the horse, 
twenty of his horse-guards, and two hundred com- 
mon soldiers. 

Porus, after having performed all the duties both, 
of a soldier and a general in tl)e battle, and fought 
with intrepid bravery, seeing all his hor.sg, defeated, 
and the greatest part of his foot, did not behave like 
the great king Darius, wlio, on a like disaster, was 
the first that fled : on ^he contrary, he continued in , 
the field as tong as one battalion or squadron stood 
their ground ; but at last, having received a wound 
in the shoulder, be fetired upon his elephant ; and 
was easily distinguished from the rest, by the great- 
ness of his stature, and his unparalleled bravery. 
Alexander, finding w'ho he was by those glorious 
marks, and being desirous of savinghiin, sentTaxilus 
after him, because be was qf ,the same nation. The 
latter advancing as near to Inm as he might, with- 
out running any danger of being wounded, called 
out to him to stop, in order to Hbar the message he 
had brought him from Alexander. Porus turning 
back, and seeing it was Taxilus, his old enemy : 
“ How !” says he, “ is it not Taxilus that calls, 
“ that traitor to his country and kingdom?” Im- 
mediately after which, he would have transfixed 
him with his dart, had he not instantly retired. 
Notwithstanding this, Alexander being still desi- 
rous to save so brave a prince, diipatched other 
officers, among w hom was Meroe, one of his inti- 
mate friends, who besought •iiim, in the strongest 
terms, to wait upon a cohqueror mtogetber worthy 
of hicD. After much entreaty, Porus consented, 
and accordingly set forward. Alexander, who had 
i)een told of his coming, advanced forwards in order 
to receive him with some of hb train. Being come 
pretty nehr, Ale](ander stopped, purposely to take 
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a Viejtv of his stature and noble mien, he being 
above five cubits in height. * Poms did not seem 
dejected at his misfortune, but came up with are* 
solute countenance, like a valiant warrior, whose 
courage in defending his dominioil? ought to ac* 
quire him the esteem pf the brave prince who had 
conquered him. Alexander spoke first, Rod with 
An august and gracious air/ asked him how he de- 
sired to be treated ? “ Like a king,” replied Porus. 
“ But,” c<pitinued Alexander, “ do you ask nothing 
“ more?” “ No,” replied Porus; “ all things are 
“ included in that single word.” Alexander, struck 
with this greatness of soul, ;vhich seemed height- 
ened by die distress of that prince, did not only 
restore him his kingdom, but annexed other pro- 
vinces to it, and treated him ft ith the highest testi- 
monies of honour, esteem, and friendship. Porus 
was faitliful to him till his death. It is hard to say, 
whether the victor or the vanquished best deserved 
praise on this occasion. • 

Alexander built a pity on the spot where the 
battle had been fouglit, and another in that place 
where he had crossed the riv^r. He called the one 
Nic8Ba,/rom his 'fictory ; and the other Bucepbala, 
in honour of his hor^e, who died there, not of his 
wounds, but of old age. After having paid the last 
duties to such ofji^' soldiers as had lost their lives 
in baitle, hb solemnized games, And offered up sa- 
crifices of thanks, in the place where he had passed 
the Hydaspes. 

This prince did not know to whom he was in- 
debted for hU victories. We are astonished at the 
rapidity of Alexander's conquests ; the ease with 
which he surmounte the greatest obstacles, and 
forces almost imprefrnaUle cities; the uninterrupted 
and unheard-of felicity that extricates him out of 
those dangers into which his rashness plunges him, 
and in which, one wouM have concluded, he muSt 


* Seven feet and a half. 
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a hundred times liave perished. But to unravel 
these mysterious kinds of events, several of which 
are repugnant to the usual course of things, we 
must go bacl^o a superior cause, unknown to the 
profane histOTians and to Alexander himself. This 
monarch was, like Cyrus, the minister and instru- 
ment of the Sovereign Disposer of empires, who 
raises and destroys thfim at pleasure. He had re^ 
ceived the same commission to overthrow* the Per- 
sian and eastern empires, as Cyrus to destroy that 
of Babylon. The same Power conducted their en- 
terprises, assured them of success, protected and 
preserved them from all dangers, till they had exe- 
cuted their commission, and completed their mini- 
stry. Wc niay apply to Alexander, the w^ords 
which God spake concerning Cyrus in Isaiah.* 
** Cyrus, w,ht)s^ right hand 1 have holdeq, to sub- 
“ due natit^s tefore him; and I will lopsfe the loins 
“ of kings, to open.before him the two-leaved gates; 
“ and the gates shall not be shut : 1 will go before 
“ thee, and make the crookecj places straight : I will 
“ break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sun- 
“ der the bars of iron. And I wdll give thee the 
“ treasures of darkness, ;and hidoen riches^Sf secret 

“ places. 1 girded thee, though thou hast not 

“ known me.” This is the trap and only cause of 
the incredible success with iraish this conqueror 
was attended; of his unparalleled bravery; the 
allection his soldiers had for him ; that anticipation 
of good fortune, and that assurance of success, 
which astonished his most intrepid captains. 


^ Chap, xivi 1—5. 
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Sect. XVI. Alexander advances into India. A 
digression relating to the Brachmans. That 
prince resolves to march as far the Ganges, 
which raises a general discontent in his army. 
Remonstrances being made to him on that ac- 
count, he lays aside his design, and is contented 
with going no farther than the ocean. He sub- 
dues all obstacles in his xvay thither, and is ex- 
posed tb ^reat danger at the siege of the city of 
the Oxydraca; and arriving at last at the ocean, 
he afterwards prepares for his return into Eu- 
rope. * 

' Alexander, after his famo^is victory over Po- A. M. 
rus, advanced into India, where he subdued a great 
many nations and cities. lie lookeft-upon him- ''327'^ 
self as a cbiiqueror by profession as well as by his 
dignity, and engaged every day in new exploits 
w'ith so jnuch ardour and ^vacity, that he seemed 
to fancy himself irtVested with a personal commis- 
sion, and that there was an ;immediatd obligation 
upon him to storo^all cities, to lay waste all pro- 
vinces, to extirpate all nations, which should refuse 
his yoke ; and that he should have considered him- 
self as guilty of a c^e, had he forborne visiting 
every corner of title earth, and carrying terror and 
desolation wherever he went. H^passed the Ace- 
sines, and afterwards the Hydraotes, two consider- 
able rivers. Advice was then brought him, that a 
great number of free Indians had made a confede- 
racy to defend’their liberties ; and among the rles^ 
the Cathmansi who werB the most valiant and most 
skilful of those tr^tions in^the art of war ; and that 
they were encamped dear a strong city, called San- 
gala. Alexander set out against these Indians, de- 
feated them in a pitcljed<battle, took the city, and^ 
razed it to the very foundations. 

' Q. Curt. lib. ix. cap. l. 



r^t ftistoRT 

® One day, as he was riding at the head of his 
army, some philosophers, called Brachmans in the 
language of that country, were conversing together 
as they were >alking in a meadow. The instant 
they perceivefn him, they all stamped against the 
ground with their feet. Alexdhder, surprised at 
this extraordinary gesture, demanded the cause of 
it. They answered, pointing to the ground with 
theii'hngers, “ That no man possessed any more of 
“ that element than he could enjoy;*, that the only 
“ difference betw'een him and other^en, was, that 

he was more restless and-^hitious than they, 
“ and overran all seastand lands, merely to do harm 
“ to others and himself : and yet — he would die at 
“ last, and possess no greater part of the earth than 
“ was necessary for nis interment.” The king was 
not displea||ri ^ this answer : but he was hurried 
on by the t^lntof glory, and his actions were the 
ve^ reverse of what 1^ approved. 

These Brachmans, si^ Arrian, ar(^held in great 
veneration in their country* , Tlfey dd not pay any 
tribute to the prince, but assist him with .their coun- 
sel, and petfe^rm the same offices as the Magi do to 
the kings of Persia. .Zhey assist at the public 
sacrifices; and if a pelw} desires to sacrifice in 
private, one of these musTbe present, otherwise the 
Indians are persuaded the sacriSce would not be 
agreeable to the gods. They apnly thetnselves par- 
ticularly to consulting the star*; none but them- 
selves exercise the art of divination ; and they fore- 
tel, chiefly, the change of the weather and of the 
seasons. If a Brachman hw fidledithrice in his 
prediction!; he is silencedlw ever. 

Their sentiments, according to Strabo, are not 
very different from those of the Greeks. They be- 
lieve that the world had a beginning ; that it will 
end; that its form is circular; that it was created 

■* Arrian. lib. vii. p. 275, 276. Id. in Indie, p. 324. Strab. 
lib. JCT. p. 715— *717. Plat, in Alex. p. 701. G. Curt. lib. 
viii, c. 9. 
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by God, who presides over, land fills it, with his 
majesty ; and that water is the principle of all 
things. With regard to the immortality of the soul, 
and the punishment of the wicked ia hell, they fol- 
low the doctrine of Plato; intermixil^ with it, like 
that philosopher, ^me fictions, in-order to express 
or describe those punishments. 

. Several among them go/always naked, whence 
the Greeks give them the name of Gymnosophists. 
Many incredibly, particulars are related, concerning 
the austerity of their lives and their prodigious pa- 
tience. Their dnJ^jmeat and drink is roots and 
water. As they t^iit the metempsychosis, and 
believe that the souls of men transmigrate from 
their bodies into those of beasts, they abstain from 
the flesh of animals. It is thpaght that Pythagoras 
borrowed this doctrine from the Brac^ans. They 
continue‘4\;holc days standing wid!i«|^r faces to- 
wards the sun, and that ii|iJhe season when this 
luminary darts its rays the greatest violence. 
Persuaded ttet ih^is beneath the dignity of a man 
to wait calmly for dfeath, when be fipds himself 
oppressed by age or sickness, they hqjd it glorious 
to anticipate their last hour, and bufti themselves 
alive; and, indeed, the^^isy no honours to those 
who die merely of old a^ and imagine they would 
pollute their funej^al pile, and the fire that is to burn 
them ^ to ashes, should they gp into it otherwise 
than Vull of life Aid vigour. Other Brayhmans, 
more judicious and humane than the former, live 
in cities, and associate with mankind, and so far 
from considering self-murder as a virtuous or brave 
action, they look um^it as a weakness in man 
not to wait' patiehtl^ me stroke of deatti, and as a 
criine to dare td anticipate the will of the gods. 

Cicero Admires, in his Tusculan questions, the 
invincible patience, not only of the Indian sages, 
but also of the * wotftecT of that country, who used 

* Mulierts in India, dim cst cvjusque earum vir mtmuus, in car» 
tamenjudidttmqucveniuiU, qmm pfuriindm Hie dilHtrit: pluret 
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id contest for the honour of dying with their com- 
mon linsband. This privilege was reserved for that 
Avife whom the husband had loved most affection- 
ately ; and was,given in her favour by the sentence 
of persons appointed for that purpose, wfio never 
gave judgment tilll such time a§ they had made a 
strict examination, and heard the allegations on all 
sides. The wife on w^^om the preference was be- 
stowed, ran to meet death, and ascended the funeral* 
pile, with incredible resolution and joy; whilst the 
surviving wives withdrew in the deepest Transports 
of affliction, and with their eyes bathed in tears. 

The description which “ Porphyry has left us of 
these philosophers, resembles in many particulars 
that given ^ibove. According to this author, the 
Brachmans live on herbs, roots, and fruits. They 
abstain from animals of every kind, and if they 
touch any, troy thereby render themselves unclean. 
They spend the greatest part of the day and night in 
singing^hymns in honour of their gods. They fast 
and pray perpetually. The greatest part of them 
live alone, and in the deepest solitude, and neither 
marry nor possess anyv thing. They wish for nothing 
so earnestly as death ; and considering this life as a 
burthen, they wait impatfently for the moment when 
the soul will be separateif from the body. 

These philosophers exist still in India, where 
they are called Bra7mns; an(f‘ retain, in many 
points, the tradition and tenets of the aticient 
Brachmans. 

Alexander passing near a city wherein several of 
tliese Brachmans dwelt, was very desirous to converse 
with them,, and, if possible, to prevail with some 
of them to follow him. fiMng informed that these 
philosophers never made visits, but that tliose who 


mim singulis solent esse nuptse, €st rictrix, ea lata, proses 

^quentihus suis, tend cum viro in ro'gum imponitiur: ilia victa masia 
discediL Quaest. lib, v, n\ 7S. 

* Lib. de Abstio. Animal. 
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had an inclination to see tfiem'must go to their 
houses, he concluded that it would be beneath his 
dignity to go to them ; and not just, to force these 
sages to any thing contrary to their ISivvs and usages. 
Onesicritus, who was a great philosopher, and had 
been a disciple of Diogenes thV Cynic, was deputed 
to them. He met, not far from the city, with fif- 
.teen, who from morning i'A\ evening stood always 
naked, in the same posture in whicli they at first 
had plac^ themselves, and afterwards returned to 
the city at night. lie addressed himself first to 
Calanus, and told^hirn the occasion of his coming. 
The latter, gazing upon On^^sicritus’s clothes and 
shoes, could not forbear laughing; after which he 
told him, That anciently the earth had been co- 
“ vered with barley and wh(5at, as it was at that 
time with dust;JIIiat besides wal^r;, the rivers 
‘‘ used to«flow' with mili:, honey, and wine. 
“ That man’s guilt had occasioiied a change of this 
happy condition; and "that Jupiter, to* punish 
their ingratitudife, hf^d sentenced them to a long, 
“ painful labour. That their repentance afterwards 
moving him to compassion^ he had i^&tored them 
‘‘their former abundance : however,* that by the 
“ coiiiTse of things, they,*jfeemed to be returning to 
“ their ancient confusion.” This relation shews 
evidently, that thdse philosophers had some notion 
of the felicity of ^le first inaD/;j^nd of the toil to 
which he had been sentenced for. his sin. 

After this conversation, Onesicritus spoke to 
Mandanis, the eldest, and as it were, the superior 
of the band^. • This Brachman said, “ That he 
“ thought Alexander worthy of admirat?M, in seek- 
“ ing thus for wjsdoft in the midst of the cares of 
“ his goveyrnment : ^ that he was the first, who 
“ had ever united in himself the two characters of 
y conqueror and philpsopher ; that it were to be, 

* Movqv yap dvtoy h 

V. § 
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“ wished, that the lalter character were the attri* 
“ bate of those who could inspire the wisdom which 
“ they themselves possessed, and enjoin it by their 
" authority.” ( He added, that he could not con- 
ceive the motive which had prompted Alexander to 
undertake so long aa'd laborious a Journey, nor what 
he came in search of, in so remote a country. 

Onesicritus was very urgent vvith both of them, 
to quit their austere way of life, and follow the for- 
tune of Alexander, saying, that they would find in 
him a generous master and benefactor, who would 
heap upon Urem honours and riches of all kinds. 
Then Mandanis aisspming a haughty, philoso- 
phical tone, answered, “ That he did not want 
“ Alexander, and was the son of Jupiter as well as 
“ himself : that he <kas exempted from want, de- 
“ sire, or fear: that so long as he should live, the 
“ earth would furnish hiin all things necessary for 
“ his subsistence, and that death would rid him of 
“ a trociblesome companion (meaning his body), and 
“ set him at full liberty,” C^lanus was more tract- 
able; andi notwithstanding the opposition, and 
even the prohibition of his superior, who reproached 
him for his abject spirit, in stooping so low as to 
serve another master besides God, he followed 
Onesicritus, and went to Alexander’s court, who 
received him with great demonstrations of joy. 

We find by a circumstance which history fias re- 
corded, that this people used often to employ pa- 
rables and similitudes for conveying their thoughts. 
One day as he was discoursing with Alexander, 
upon the maxims of wise policy and a prudent ad- 
ministration, be exhibited to that prince a sensible 
image, and a natural embletfl of his empire. He 
laid upon the ground a great ox'hiide, which was 
very dry and shrunk up, and then .set his foot upon 
one end of it The bide being pressed so gave wa]!, 
and all the other ends flhw up : going thus quite 
round thfr hide^ and pressing the several edges of it, 



OF ALEXANDtR. 

t 

be made him observe, that wfiilst be lowered it on 
one side all the rest rose up, till treading at last 
upon the middle, the hide fell equally on all sides. 
By this image he hinted to him, tiJat it would be 
proper for him to reside in the centre of his domi- 
nions, and not undertake such long joi:^evs. We 
shall soon shew the reader the manner in which 
this philosopher ended his ^ays. 

® Alexander being determined to continue the 
war as long as he should meet with new nations, and 
to look upon them as enemies whilst they should 
live independent on him, was meditating about 
passing the Hyphasis. He was told that after pass- 
ing that river he must travel eleven days through 
deserts, and that then he would arrive at the Ganges, 
the greatest river in all India. *3"bat farther in the 
country lived the Ga^garid® and the Prasii, whose 
king was preparing to oppose his entering liis do- 
minions, at t*he head of twenty thousand horse, and 
two hundred thousand foot, reinforced By two 
thousand chariots ; anjJ, which struck the greatest 
terror, with three thousand elephants. A report of 
this being spread through 'the army, struck all 
the soldiers with consternation, and raised a general 
murmur. The Macedonians, who,^ after having 
traversed so many countries, and being grown grey 
in the field, were incessantly directing their eyes 
and wishes tolvards their dear native country, made 
loud complaints that Alexander should every day 
heap war upon war, and danger on danger. They 
had undergone, but just before, inexpressible fa^ 
tigues, having been exposed to rain, accompanied 
with storms and thunder, for above two months. 
Some bewailed Jfieir •calamities in such terms as 
raised compassion ; others insolently cried aloud, 
that they would march no farthei\ 

^ ; 

® Q. Curt. 1. ix. c. 1 — 9. Arrian. ]. v. p. 221— ^^34. & 1. 
▼i. p. 23.5—259. Plut. in Alex. p. 699, 701. Died. 1. xvii. 
p. 559—570. Jusliii. 1. xii. c. 9, 10. 
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Alexander, being ‘informed of this tumult, and 
learning that secret assemblies were held in his 
camp, lo prevent the ill consequences of them, sent 
for the officers^ into his tent, and commanding them 
to call the soldiers together, he made the following 
speech : ‘‘ I am not ignorant, O soldiers, that the 
Indians have spread abroad many reports, pur- 
posely to terrify us;\but such discourses and arr 
‘‘ tifices are not unusual to you. Thus the Persians 
‘‘ described the straits at Cilicia, the v^^t plains of 
Mesopotamia, the rivers Tygris and Euphrates, 
as so many insurmountable difficulties, and yet 
“ your bravery conqivered them. Do you repent you 
“ have followed me thus far? As yourglorious deeds 
“ have subdued for you a multitude of provinces, 
“ as you have extended your conquests beyond the 
“ laxartes and mount Caucasus ; as you see the 
‘‘ rivers of India flow through the midst of your 
‘‘ empire ; why are you afraid of crossing the Hy- 
phasis, and of setting up your trophies on the 
“ banks of it, as on those Q^thc Hydaspes? What! 
can the»elephants, whose number is so falsely 
augmented, terrify ’you to such a degree ? But has 
‘‘ not experience taught you, that they arc more 
“ destructive to their own masters than to the 
enemy? Endeavour^ are used to intimidate you by 
“ the dreadful idea of innumerable armies ; but are 
“ they more numerous than those ofDariu?? It is 
sure too late for you to count the legions of the 
“enemy, after your victories have made Asia a 
“ desert. It was when you crossed the Hellespont 
“ that you ought to have reflected on the small 
“ number of your forces: but now the Scythians 
“ form part of our army fee Bactrians, the Sog- 
“ dians, and the DahiE,'are with us, and fight for 
“ our glory. I, however, do not depend on those 
“ barbarians. It is on only that I rely; your 
“ victorious arms alone di e present to my imagina- 
“ tion ; and your courage alone assures me success. 
“ So lorfg as I shall be surrounded with you in fight, 
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I shall not have any occasion to count the num- 
‘‘ her of my troops nor that of the enemy, provided 
you go on to battle with the same marks of joy 
and confidence you have hithei1;o discovered. 
Not only our glory, but even oin* safety, is at 
stake. Should we now retreat, it will be sup- 
posed that we fly before our enemies, and from 
that moment we shall a(5pear as mean as the 
‘‘ enemy will be judged formidable ; for you are 
sensible^that in war reputation is every thing. 
It is in my power to make use of authority, and 
‘‘ yet I employ entreaties only. Do not abandon 
(I conjure you), I do nqj say your king and 
“ master, but your pupil and companion in arms. 
“ Do not break to pieces in my hand that glorious 
“ palm, which will soon, unless envy rob me of so 
“ great glory, equal me to Hercules and to Bac- 
“ chus.” 'As the soldiers stood with their eyes cast 
on the ground, and did not onoe open their lips, 
“ What! (continued he) do I then speak *10 the 
“ deaf? Will no one Ijjiten to me, nor condescend 
“ to answer? Alas! I am abandoned,* I am be- 
“ trayed, I am delivered up fo the enemy. But — 
“ I will advance still farther, though 1 go alone. 
“ The Scythians and Bactrians, inofe faithful than 
“ you, will follow me whithersoever I lead them, 
“ Return then to your country, and boast, yecow- 
“ ardly desehers of your king, that you have aban- 
“ doned him. As for myself, I will here meet 
“ either with the victory you despair of, or with a 
“ glorious death, whicli henceforwards ought to be 
“ the sole objt?ct of my wishes.” 

Notwithstanding this lively, pathetic speech, the 
soldiers still kep^ a {Vtofound silence. They waited 
in expectation of hearing their commanders and 
chief officers remonstrate to the king, that their 
affection was as strong a,8 ever ; but that as their^ 
bodies were covered with wounds, and worn out 
with toils, it would be impossible for them to 
continue the war. However, not one* of them 
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presumed to addreu him in their favour. The 
example of Clitus, and that of Callisthenes, were 
still recent. The officers, who were then with him, 
had a hundred times ventured their lives in battle 
for their prince ; but they had not the courage to 
hazard the losing of their fortunes by telling him 
the truth. Whilst therefore the soldiers, as well as 
officers, continued du^ib, without once daring to 
lift up their eyes, there rose on a sudden a murmur, 
which increasing by insensible degrees, .broke into 
such deep groans and floods of tears, that the king 
himself, whose anger was now changed into com- 
passion, could nut fosbear weeping. 

At last, whilst the whole assembly were in tears, 
and in deep silence, Ccenus took courage, and drew 
near to tlie throne, discovering by his air and action, 
that he desired to speak. And i^hen the soldiers 
saw him take off his helmet, that being the custom 
when any person spoke to the king, they besought 
him to* plead the cause of the army ; and accord- 
ingly he spoke as follows No, Sir, we are not 
“ changed ‘with regard to our affection for you : 
“ God forbid that so'great a calamity should ever 
“ befall us. We still have and shall always retain the 
“ same zeal, the same affection and fidelity. We are 
“ ready to follow you at the hazard of our lives, and 
“ to march whithersoever you shall think fit to lead 
us. But, if your soldiers may be alfowed *£0 lay 
“ before you their sentiments sincerely, and with- 
“ out disguise, they beseech you to condescend so 
“ far as to give ear to their respi^ctful complaints, 
“ which nothing but the most exti^me necessity 
“ could have extorted from them. The greatness, 
“ Sir, of your exploits Bas ^onqtjered, not only 
“ your enemies, but even your soldiers themselves. 
“ We have done all that it was possible for men to 
“ do. We have crossed seas^and lands. We shall 
“ soon have marched to tfie end of the w orld ; and 
“ you are meditating the conquest of another, by 
“ going in soarch of new Indias, unknown to the 
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Indians themselves. Such a thought may be 
** worthy of your valour, but It surpasses ours, and 
our strength still more. BeholtJ those ghastly 
faces, and tiiose bodies covered over with wounds 
‘‘ and scars. You are sensible how^numerous we 
“ were at your first setting out, and you see what 
“ now remains of ns. The/ew, who have escaped 
so many toils and dangers, have neither courage 
“ nor strength enough to follow you. All of them 
long to iievisit their relations and country, and to 
enjoy in peace the fruit of their labours and your 
victories. Forgive them a desire natural to all 
men. It will be glorious? Sir, for you to have 
fixed such boundaries to your fortune, as only 
your moderation could prescribe you ; and to 
have vanquished yourself, after having conquered 
‘‘ all your enemies.’^ 

Coenus bad no sooner spoken, but there were 
heard, on all sides, cries and confused voices, 
intermixed tears, calling upon the ^ing as 

** their lord and their^ftther,*’ Afterw^ards all the 
rest of the officers, especially those whose age gave 
them a greater authority, and a fairer excuse for 
the freedom they took, made the same humble re- 
quest ; but still the king would not^bmply with it. 
It must cost a monarch many pangs, before he can 
prevail with, himself to comply with things repug- 
nant fo his inclination. Alexander therefore shut 
liimself up two days in his tent, without once speak- 
ing to any one, not even to his most familiar friends, 
in order to se^ wfether some change might not be 
wrought in the army, as frequently happens on 
such occasions. Bqf finding it would be impossi- 
ble to change thife resolution of the soldiers, he com- 
manded them to prepare for their return. This 
new^s filled the whole army with inexpressible Joy; 
and Alexander nevef appeared greater, or mor& 
glorious, than on this day, in which he condescend- 
ed, for the sake of his subjects, to sacrifice some 
part of bis glory and grandeur. The whole camp 
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echoed with praises and blessings of Alexander, 
for having suffered himself to be overconrje by his 
own army, who was invincible by the rest of the 
wwld. No triumph is comparable to those accla- 
mations and "applauses that come from the heart, 
and which are the lively and sincere overflowings 
of it ; and it is great pi^ty that princes are not more 
affected with them. 

Alexander had no^ spent above three or four 
months, at most, in conquering all the country be- 
tween the Indus and the Hyphasis, called to this 
day The Penjab^ that is, the jive xvaters, from the 
five rivers which water it. Before his setting out, 
he raised twelve altars, to serve as so many tro- 
phies and thanksgivings for the victories he had 
obtained. 

These instances of gratitude toward the gods, 
were atterifded with marks of vanity coined to an 
excess almost incredible. Tl)e altais which he 
erected in their honour were seventy* five feet high. 
He caused a camp to be marked out, three times 
as large again as his ov\n, and surrounded it 
fosses fifty feet in depth by ten broad. He order- 
ed the foot to prepare, and leave each in his tent 
two beds, seven feet and a half in length : and the 
cava|ry to make mangers for the horses of twice 
the usual dimensions. Every vhing else was in 
proportion. Alexander’s views in tliese orders, 
which flowed from an extravagance of vanity, was 
to leave posterity monuments of his heroic and 
more than human grandeur, have it believ- 

ed, that himself and his followers w^re superior to 
all other mortals. 

He afterw ards crosseef the Hy^raotes, and left 
Porus all the lands he had conquered, as far as the 
Hyphasis. He also reconciled this monarch with 
Taxilus, and settled a peace between them by means 
of an alliance equally advantageous to both. * From 
thence he went and encamped on the banks of the 
* Arr. in Ind. p. 3J9. Sirab. lib. xv. p. 692. 
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Acesines ; but great rains having made this river 
overflow its banks, and the adjacent countries be- 
ing under water, he was obliged to remove his camp 
to a higher ground. Here a fit of sickness carried 
off Coenus, whose loss was bewailed by the king 
and the whole army. There was not a greater offi- 
cer among the Macedonians, and he had distin- 
guished liimself in a very peculiar manner in every 
battle in w hich he engage^ He was one of those 
singularly good men, zealous for the public wel- 
fare, all whose actions are free from self-interested 
or ambitious views, and who bear so great a love to 
their king, as to dare to teU him the truth, be tfee 
consequence what it will. But now Alexander 
was [)repajing for his departure. 

His fleet consisted of eigllt hundred vessels, as 
well gulieys as boats, to carry the troops and pro- 
visions." •Every tiling being ready, thoiwholc army 
embarked, about the setting ofjLhe Plefades or seven 
stars, according to Aristohulus, that is, about the 
end of Oetobi r. Tte filth (lay the fleet arrived 
where the llyciaspcs aiui Acesines mix-theirstreams. 
Here ilic ships were very rfiuch shattered, because 
lliese rivers unite with such prodigious rapidity, that 
as great storms arise in this part/^as in the open 
sea. At last he came into the country of ttj|? Oxy- 
draca3 and the «]Malli, the most valiant peojile in 
those parts. These were perpetually at wiir one 
with another; but having united for their mutual 
safety, they had drawn together ten thousand horse, 
and fourscore tlmusand foot, all vigorous young 
men, with nRie hundred chariots. However, Alex- 
ander deieated them in several engagements, dis- 
possessed thcjii oi* soifle strong flfolds, and at last 
inarched against the efty ofthe Oxydraerr, whither 
the greatest part were retired. Immediately he 
causes the scaling-jadders to be set up; and, as 
they were not nimble enough for Alexander, he 
forces one of the scaling-ladders from a soldier ; 
runs up the first (covered with his shield^ and gets to 
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the top of the wall, followed only by Peucestcs and 
Limneus. The soldiers, anxious for bis safety, 
mounted swiftly to succour him; but the ladders 
breaking, the king was left alone. Alexander, 
seeing himself ihd mark against w hich all the darts 
were levelled, both from the towers and from the 
rampart, was so rash,‘vrather than^aliant, as to 
leap into the city, which was crowded with the 
^emy, having nothin<^o expect but to be either 
tedcen or killed, before it w ould be possible for him 
to rise, and without once having an opportunity to 
defend liimself, or revenge his death. But, happily 
for him, he poised his body in such a manner, that 
he fell upon his feet ; and finding himsel^ standing, 
sword in hand, lie repulsed such as w’ere nearest 
him, and even killed the general of the enemy, w'ho 
advanced to run him through. H^pily fop him a 
second timef not far from thence there stood a great 
tree, against the trunk of w hich he leaned, his shield 
receiving all the darts that w^ere shot at him from a 
distance; for no one dared to approach him, so great 
was the dread w hich the boldness of the enterprise, 
and the fire that shot froin his eyes, had struck into 
the enemy. At last an Indian let fly an arrows three 
feet long (that l^^ing the length of their arrows), 
which piercing his coat of mail, entered a consider- 
able way into his body, a little abovte the right side. 
So great a quantity of blood issued from the woifnd, 
that he dropped his arms, and lay as dead. Behold 
then this ** mighty conqueror, this vanquisher of na- 
tions, upon the point of losing hi^life, not at the 
bead of his armies, not at the siege of any place of 
importance, but ip a corner of an obscure city, into 
which his rashness had ihrQwn'liim.i* The Indian 
who had wounded Alexander, ran, in the greatest 
transports ot joy, to strip him; however, Alexander 
no. sooner felt the hand of hisr en^imy upon him, but, 
fired with the thirst of revenge, he recalled his spi- 

P Plut. de fortun. Alex. p. 344. 



OF ALEXANDER. 

fits; and grappling with the Indian, as he had no 
arms, he plunged his dagger into his side. Some 
of his chief officers, as Peucestes, Leonatus, and 
Timaeus, who had got to the top bf the w^all with 
some soldiers, came up that instant, and attempt- 
ing impossibilities for the sake of saving their sove- 
reign’s litie, they form th^iselves as a bulwark 
round his bod^\ and sustam the whole effort of the 
enemy. It was then th|| a mighty battle was 
fought TQund him. In the mean time the soldiers, 
who had climbed up witlj the officers above men- 
tioned, having broken the bolts of a little gate, 
standing between two towegrs, they by that means 
let in the ^Macedonians. Soon after the town w as 
taken, and all the inhabitants were put to the sword, 
without distinction of age or sex. . 

ITieir first care was to carry Alexander into his 
tent. Being got into it, the ^ snrgepiB cut off, so 
very dexterously, the Avood of»the sli^ft which had 
been shot into his body, that tliey did not Aiove the 
steel point; and after ^jndressing him, they found it 
was a bearded arrow;!' and that it could not be 
pulled out, without danger^ unless the w'ound were 
widened. The king bore tlie operation with incre- 
dible resolution, so that there we^no occasion for 
people to hold him. The incision being made, and 
the arrow drawn out, so great an effusion of blood 
ensifed, th*at the king fainted away. Every one 
thought him dead ; but the blood being stopped, he 
recovered by degrees, and knew the persons about 
him. All that day, and the whole night after, the 
army continued under arms round his tent; and 
w^ould not stir from their posts, till certain new s was 
brought of hijj^ beiifg bdtter, and tliat he began to 
take a little rest. 

At the end of the seven days he had employed 
for his recovery, b(j^or® his wound was closed, as 

* In those ages they and physicians were the same thing. 

f So arrows are called that have beards at tlyjir points like 
fish-looks. Animadveriunt hamos inessc tdo. 
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be knew that the repoft of his death gained ground 
among the barbarians, he caused two vesels to be 
joined together, and had his tent pitched in the mid- 
dle, in sight of every one ; purposely to shew him- 
self to those whotimagined him dead, and to ruin, 
by this means, all their projects, and the hopes 
with wltich they flattened themselves. He after- 
wards went down the r?/er, going before at some 
distance from the rest gf the fleet, for fear lest the 
noise of the oars should keep him from sleep, which 
he very njuch wanted. When he was a little bet- 
ter, and able to go out, the soldiers who were upon 
guard brought him his litter, but he refused it, and 
calling for his horse, mounted him; Atthis sight, 
all the shore, and the neighbouring forests, echoed 
with the acclamations of the army, who imagined 
they saw liim rise, in a manner, the grave. 
Being come, near his tent, he alight, ard walked 
a little way, snrroun^dcd w ith a great number of sol- 
dier??, sonie of. w hom kissed his hands^ whilst others 
clasped liis knees ; others again were contented 
with only toqching his clothes, ‘and-with seeing him ; 
but all in general burst, frito tears,^ and calling for 
a thousand blessings from heaven, w ished him long 
life, and an uninterrupted series of prosperity. 

At this instant deputies came from the Malli, 
with the chiefs of the 0.xydraca^, \p the number of 
a hundred and fifty, besides the governors of the 
cities and of the province, who brought him pre- 
sents, and paid him homage, pleading in excuse, 
for not having done it before, the|r- strong love of 
liberty. They declared that they w ere ready to re- 
ceive for their governor w bomsoever he pleased to 
nominate; that they would pay him tribute, and give 
him hostages. He demanded a thousand of the 
chief persons of their nation, w^hom he also might 
make use of in w ar, till hp had subjected all the 
country. Tliey put into his 'hands such of their 
countrymen as were handsomest and best shaped, 
with five hundred chariots, though not demanded 
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by him; at which the kingAvas so much pleased, 
that he jsjave them back their hostages, and ap- 
pointed Philip their governor. 

Alexander, who was overjoyed tat this embassj% 
and found his strengtli increase i^ajly, tasted with 
so mucli the greater pleasure the fruits both of his 
victory and health, as he ha^d like to have lost them 
for ever. Hw chief courtiers, and most intimate 
friends, thought it a proper juncture, during this 
calm and serenity of his mirid, for them to unbosom 
themselves, and expose their fears to liim : it was 
Craterus spoke on this occasion. “ We begin, royal 
Sir, to breathe and live, now we find you in the 
condition to which the gdodness of the gods has 
restorecf you. But how great were our fears and 
our griefs ! How severely did we reproach our- 
selves, for having abandoned, in such an extic- 
“ mityV our king, onr father! It was not in our 
power tb follow him ; but this did not extenuate 
our guilt, and we look upon ourselves ^as crimi- 
“ nals, in not having attempted impossibilities for 
your sake. But, 'Sir,; never plunge us in such 
deep afflictiojihereafter^^ Does a wretched paltry 
town deserve to be ISonght at so dear a price as 
“ the loss of your life? Leave those petty exploits 
and enterprises to us, and preserve your person 
“ for such occasions only as are worthy ol you. 
“ ^ye stilt shudder with horror, when we reOect on 
“ what we so lately w’ere spectators of. We have 
seen the moment, when the most abject lianth^ 
upon earth were going to seize ti e greatest prince 
“ in the uwverse, and despoil him of his royal 
‘‘ robes. Permit us. Sir, to say, you are not your 
own master, buUthatyou owe yourself to us : v.e 
‘‘ have a righf over yoor life, since ours depends on 
it ; and vve dare take the freedom to conjure 30U, 
“ as being your subjects and your children, to be 
more careful of ^ precious a life, if not for yu\}v 
‘‘ own sake, at least for ours, and lor the felicity 
of the universe.’' 
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The kiog was stroi^ly touched with these testi- 
modiesofthar affection, and having embraced them 
severally with inexpressible tenderaesa, be answered 
as follows: “ I> cannot enough thank all present, 
“ who are the. dower of my citizens and friends, 
“ not only for your having this day preferred my 
“ safety to your own, l^ut also for the stronjr proofs 
“ you have given roe bf your ^alfand affection, 
“ from the beginning of this war; and if any thing 
“ is capable of making me wish for a longer life, 
“ it is the pleasure of enjoying, for years to come, 
“ such valuable friends as you. But give me leave 
“ to observe, that in some points we differ very 
“ much in opinion. Y ou wish to enjoy me long; 
“ and even, if it were possible, for ever; but as to 
“ myself, I compute»the length ©f my existence, 
“ not by years,' but by glory. I might have con- 
“ fined my ambition within the nhrrow.Umits of 
“Macedonia; and, contented with the kingdom 
“ my ancestors left me, have waited, in the midst 
“ of pleasures and indolence, an inglorious old age. 
“ I own, thrt if my vhStoides, ncSti, my years, are 
“ computed, I shall seei^llp havejved long; but 
“ can you imagine, that, havi]^ made Europe 
“ and Asia but one empire, after having conquered 
“ the two noblest parts of the world, in the tenth 
“ year of my reign, and the thirtieth of my age, 
“ it will become me to stop in the tmdst of so 
“ brilliant a career, and dLscontinue the pursuit of 
“ plory. to which I have entirely devoted myself? 
“ Know that this glory ennobles:M 9 ll things, and 
“ gives a true and solid grandeur to whatever ap- 
peu^ insignificant. In what place soever 1 may 
“ fight, I shall fancy myself upon the stage of the 
“ world, and in presence of all matikihd. I con- 
“ feas that I have achieved mighty things hitherto; 

“ but the country we are now in,, reproaches me 
“ that a woman has done still ^aler. It is Semi- 
“ raniis I mean. How many nations did she con- 
“quer! How many cities were built by her! What 
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“ magnificent and stupendous* works did she finish ! 
“ How shameful is it, that I should not yet have 
“sftttained to her pitch of glory ! Do but second 
“ my ardour, and I shall soon surpass her. De- 
“ fend me only from secret cabals,^ and domestic 
" treasons, by which most princes lose their lives, 
“ I take the rest upon myself, and will be answer- 
“ able to you for all the events of the war.” 

This speech gives us a perfect idea of Alexander’s 
character. He had no notion of true glory. He 
did not know either the .principle, the rule, or end 
of it. He placed it where it certainly was not. The 
common error was that which he adopted and 
cherished. He fancied hinSself born merely for 
glory ; and that none could be acquired but by un- 
bounded, unjust, and irregular conquests. In his 
impetuous sallies after a mistaken glory, he followed 
neitlter fiaajon, virtue, nor humanity ; and, as if bis 
ambitious caprice ought to have been a rule and 
standard to all other' men, be ‘was surprised that 
neither bis officers nor soldiers would enter into his 
views ; and lent themSfelvef very unwillingly to sup- 
port his ridiculoi^ enternn^ps. 

Alexander, after havm^ ended his speech, dis- 
missed the assembly, and continued encamped for 
several days in this place. He afterwards went 
upon the river, apd his army marched after him 
along, tlie banks. He then came among the Sa- 
bracae, a powerful nation of Indians. These had 
levied sixty thousand foot and six thousand horse, 
and reinforced th^ with five hundred chariots; 
however, theiarriTOl of Alexander spread terror 
through the whole country, and accordingly they 
sent ambassadors to^nake their submission. After 
having built andther city, 'which be also called Alex- 
andria, he arrived in the territories of Musicanus, 
a very rich prince, and afterwards in those of king 
Samus. At the sieg^ of one of this king’s towns,* 
Ptolemy was dangerously wounded; for the Indians 
bad poisoned all tbeirarrowsand s words, ^o that tlie 
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woiinds they made vtfere mortal. Alexander, who 
had the highest love and esteem for Ptolemy, was 
very much afflicted, and caused him to be bronglit 
in his bed nearJiim, that he himself might have an 
eye to his curp. He was his near relation, and, ac- 
cording to some writers, a natural son of Philip. 
Ptolemy was one of the bravest men in the army, 
was highly esteemed war, and had still greater, 
talents for peace. He was averse to luxury, vastly 
generous, and easy of access, and did not itnitatc 
the pomp, which wealth and prosperity had made 
the rest of the Macedonian noblemen assume: in 
a word, it is l»ard to say, whether he were more 
esteemed by bis soverfeign or his country. We are 
told there appeared to Alexander, in a dream, a 
dragon, w'hich presesited him an herb, as an effec- 
taal remedy tor his friend’s wound,; and that upon 
hisiXvaking, he ordered it to be sent for, ivhen lay- 
ing it upon the wound, it w'as healed in a few days, 
to the universal joy of the army. ' 

® The king continuing his voyage, arrived at Pa- 
tala about the rising of the 'dog-slit', that is, about 
the end of July ; so that the fleet was nine months 
at least fro^ its selling oat, till its arrival at that 
place. There the river Indus divides into two 
large arms, and forms an island, but much larger, 
like the Delta of the Nile; and hence the city 
above-mentioned, received its name, <>Patala, ac- 
cording<o 'Arrian, signifying, in the Indian tongue, 
the same as Delta in the Greek. Alexander 
caused a citadel to be built in Patala, as also a 
harbour, and an arsenal for rae shipping. This 
being done, he embarked on the right arm of the 
river, in order to sml as far as the ocean, exposing 
in tins manner so many brave men to the mercy of a 
river with which, they were wholly unacquainted. The 
only consolation they bad in this rash enterprise, was 
‘Alexander’s uninterrupted success. When he had 
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sailed * twenty leagues, the pilbts told him that they 
began to perceive the sea-air, and therefore believed 
that the ocean could not be far off, U pon this news, 
leaping for joy, he besought the sailers to row with 
all their strength, and told the soldiers^ ‘‘ That they 
‘‘ at last were come to the end of their toils, which 
“ they had so earnestly desired; that now nothing 
could oppose their valoiir, nor add to their 
glory that without fighting any more, or spilling 
of blood, they were masters of the universe; that 
“ their exploits had the same boundaries with na- 
ture; and that they would soon be spectators of 
things, known only to the immortal gods.” 

Being come nearer the sea,* a circumstance new 
and unheard of by the Macedonians threw them 
into the utmost confusion, and*exposed the fleet to 
the greatest danger; and this was the ebbing' and 
flowing ofjhe ocean. Forming a judgment of this 
vast sea, from that of the Mediterranean, the only 
one they knew, and whose tides are imperceptible, 
they were very much astonished when they saw it 
rise to a great height, *and overflow thq country; 
and considered it as a mark, of the anger of the 
gods, who were disposed to puiUsh their rashness. 
They were no less surprised and terrified, some hours 
after, when they saw the ebbing of the sea, which 
now withdrew as it had before advanced, leaving 
those lands uncovered it had so lately overflowed. 
The fleet was very much shattered, and the ships 
being now upon dry land, the fields were covered 
with clothes, with broken oars and planks, as after 
a great storm. # * 

At last Alexander, after having spent full nine 
months in coming dos^ the rivers, arrived at the 
ocean ; wdiere gazing with tl>e utmost eagerness upon 
that vast expanse of waters, he imagined that this 
sight, worthy of so great a conqueror as himself, 
greatly overpaid all the^oifs he had undergone, and 

* Four hundred furlongs. 
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the many thousand nSen he had lost, to arrive at it. 
He then offered sacrifices to the gods, and particu- 
larly to Neptune ; threw into the sea the bulls he 
had slaughtered, and a great number of golden cups; 
and besought ^he gods not to suffer any mortal after 
him to exceed the bounds of his expedition. Find- 
ing that he had extended his conquests to the extre- 
mities of the earth on that side, he imagined he had 
completed his mighty design; and, highly delighted’ 
with himself, he returned to rejoin the rest of his fleet 
and array, which waited for him at Patkla, and in 
the neighbourlmod of that place. 


S^CT. XVII. Alewander^ in his march through 
deserts^ is grievously distressed by famine. He 
df rives at Pasargada, where C^ruds afionument 
stood. OrsineSy a pcnverful satrapy is put to 
death through the clandestine intrigues of Ba- 
goas the eunuch. Calanus the Indian ascends a 
funeral pile, zvhere he voldntatiiy meets his death. 
Alexai^er marriesjitatira, the daughter of Da- 
rius. Harpalus^rrives at Athens ; Demosthenes 
is banished. The Macedonian soldiers make an 
insurrection, which Alexander appeases. He 
recals Antipater from Macedonia, and sends 
Craterus in his room. The king's sorrow for 
the death of Hephcestion. 

•Alexander being returned to Patala, prepared 
all things for the departure of hisc, fleet. He ap- 
pointed Nearchus admiral of it, who was the only 
officer that had the courage^to accept of this com- 
mission, which was a very hazardous one, because 
they were to sail over a seaf^ entirely unknown to 
them. The king was very much pleased at his ac* 
ceptipg of it ; and, after te^fying his acknowledge 
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ment upon that account in the most obliging terms, 
he commanded him to take the best ships in the 
fleet, and to go and observe the sea-coast extending 
from the Indus to the bottom of the Persian gulph: 
and, after having given these orders, Le set out by 
land for Babylon. 

^Nearchus did not leave me Indus at the same 
time with Alexander. It was not yet the season, 
proper for sailing. It was summer, when the south- 
ern sea-wirtds rise ; and the season of the north- 
winds, which blow^ in winter, was not yet come. 
He therefore did not set sail till about the end of 
Septeml/er, and even that waS too soon ; and ac- 
cordingly he was incommoded by adverse vvinds 
some days after his departure, ind obliged to shel- 
ter himself for twenty-four days. * 't , - 

We are*pbliged for tliese particulars to Arrit^, 
who has givea us an exact journal of this voyage, 
copied from that of Nearchus the* admiral. , 

Alexander, after having left Patala, marched 
through the country of* the Orita3, the capital 
wherTOf was called Ora or R^jambacis. ,Here he 
was in such want of provision, tllat he lost a great 
number of soldiers; and brought back from India 
scarce the fourth part of bis army, w hich had con- 
sisted of a hundred and twenty Uiousand foot, and 
fifteen thousand hors*e. Sickness, bad food, and the 
excessive heats, had swept them aw^ay in multitudes ; 
but famine made a still greater havoc among the 
troops in this baiu*^n country, which was neither 
plowed nor sow^ ; its inhabitants being savages, 
who fared very hard, and led a most uncomfortable 
life. After they had e^ten all the palm-tree roots 
that could be met with, they were obliged to feed 
upon the beasts of burthen, and next upon their 
war-horses ; and when the^ had no beasts left to 
carry their baggage, they*were forced to burn those 
rich spoils, for the sake of w^hich the Macedonians 
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had run to the extremities of the earth. The plague, 
the usual attendant upon famine, completed the 
calamity of the soldiers, and destroyed great num- 
bers of them. 

After inarciiingthreescore days, Alexander arrived 
on the confines of Gedrosia, where he found plenty 
of all things ; for nofbnly the soil was very fruitful, 
but the kings and great men, who lay nearest that 
country, sent him all kind of provisions. He conti- 
nued some time here, in order to refresh his army. 
Tlie governors of India having sent, by his order, a 
great number of horses, and all kinds of beasts of 
burthen, from the several kingdoms subject to him, 
he remounted his troops; equipped those who had 
lost everything; and soon after presented all of them 
with arms, as beautiful as those they had before, 
which it was very easy for him to do, as- they were 
upon the confines of Persia, at that tame in peace, 
and in a very flourishing condition. 

He arrived in Carmania, now called Kerman, and 
went through it, not with the air and equipage of a 
warrior and a conqueror, but in a kind of masque- 
rade, and Bacchanalian festivity; eommitting the 
most riotous and extravagant actions. He was 
drawn by eight horses, seated on a magnificent 
chariot, above which a scaifold was raised, in 
the form of a square stage, where, he passed the 
days and nights in feasts and carousing. This 
chariot was preceded and followed by an infinite 
number of others, some of which, in the shape of 
tents, were covered with rich car^pels, and purple 
coverlets; and others, shaped like cradles, were 
overshadowed with branohes of trees. On the 
sides of the roads, and at the doors of houses, a 
great number of casks ready broached were placed, 
whence the soldiers drew wine in large flaggons, 
cups, and goblets, prepared for that purpose. 
The whole country echoed with the sound of in- 
struments, and the howling of the Bacchanals, who, 
with their hair dishevelled, and like so many frantic 
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creatures, ran up and down, abandoning themselves 
to every kind of licentiousness. All this he did in 
imitation of the triumph of Bacchus, who, as we are 
told, crossed all Asia in this equipage,^ after he had 
conquered India. This riotous, dissolute march last- 
ed seven days, during all whidi time the army was 
never sober. It was very hap^, says Quintus Cur- 
tius, for them, that the conquered nations did not 
think of attacking them in this condition ; for a 
thousand rt^solute men, well arnfied, might with 
great ease have defeated the conquerors of the 
world, whilst thus plunged in wine and excess, 
"Neartlius, still keeping alorfg the sea-coast, from 
the moutli of the Indus, came at last into the Per- 
sian gulph, and arrived at the island of Harmusia, 
now called Ormus. lie there was intormed, that 
Alexander. was not above five days’ journey from 
him. Having left the fleet in secure place, h^ 
went to meet Alexander, accompanied only four 
persons. The king was very anxious about his fleet. 
When news was brought him that Nearchus was 
arrived almost alone, he imagined that it Ijtad been 
entirely destroyed, and that Nearchus had been so 
very happy as to escape from the general misfortune. 
His arrival confirmed him still more in his opinion, 
when he beheld a company of pale, lean creatures, 
whose countenances were so much changed, that it 
was scarce possible to know them again. Taking 
Nearchus aside, he told him, that he was overjoyed 
at his return, but at the same time was inconsolable 
for the loss of li^s fleet. “ Your fleet, royal Sir,” 
cried he immediately, “ thanks to the gods, is not 
lost:” upon which hp related the condition ia 
which he had lefrit. Alexander could not refrain 
from tears, and confessed, that this hapy)y news gave 
him greater pleasure than the conquest of all Asia, 
He heard, with uncommon delight, the account 
Nearchus gave of his voyage, and the discoveries he 
bad made; and bid him return back, and go quite 
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up the Euphrates as far as Babylon, pursuant to the 
first orders he had given him, - 

In Carmania, many complaints were made to 
Alexander, concerning governors and other officers, 
who had grievously oppressed the people of various 
provinces during his absence : for, fully persuaded 
he would never retwn, they had exercised every 
species of rapine, tyranny, cruelty, and oppression’. 
Alexander, strongly affected with their grievances, 
and pierced to the very soul with theif just com- 
plaints, put to death as many as were found guilty 
of mal-administration, and with them six hundred 
soldiers, who had been the instruments "of their 
-exactions and other crimes. He ever afterwards 
treated with the same severity all such of his offi- 
cers as were convicted of the like guilt, so that his 
government was beloved by all the ^conquered 
nations. He was of opinion, that a^^'prince owes 
these, examples of severity to his equity, which 
ought to check every kind of irregularity ; to his 
glory, to prove he does ndt'connive, or share in the 
injustice committed ip his name; 'to the consolation 
of his subjects, w horn he supplies with a vengeance 
which themselves ought never to exercise; in fine, to 
the safety of his dominions, which, by so equitable 
an administration, is secured from many dangers, 
and very often from insurrections. D: is a great un- 
happiness to a kingdom, when every part of it re- 
sounds with exactions, vexations, oppressions, and 
corruption, and not so much as a single man is pu- 
nished, as a terror to the rest; an^ that the whole 
weight of the public authority falls only upon the 
people, and never on those,,who ruin them. 

The great pleasure Alexander took, in the account 
which Nearchus gave him of his successful voyage, 
inspired that prince with a great inclination for navi- 
gation and voyages by *sea> He proposed no less 
than to sail from the Persian gulph, round Arabia 
and Afrjca, and to return into the Mediterranean by 
the Straits of G ibraltar, called at that time Hercules's 
pillars; a voyage which had been several times at- 
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tempted, and once performecf, by order of a king of 
Egypt, called Necho, as I have observed elsewhere. 
It was afterwards his design, when he should have 
humbled the pride of Carthage, against which he was 
greatly exasperated, to cross into Spain, called by the 
Greeks Iberia, from the river Iberus : he next was to 
go over the Alps, and coastAilong Italy, where he 
• would have had but a short passage into iLpirus, 
and from thence into Macedonia. For this pur- 
pose, he sgnt orders to the viceroys of Mesopotamia 
and Syria, to build in several parts of the Euphrates, 
and particularly at Thapsacus, ships sufficient for 
that enterprise ; and he caused to be felled, on 
mount Libanus, a great number of trees, which 
were to be carried into the above-mentioned city. 
But this project, as well as a great maay more which 
he meditated, were all defeated by his early death. 

Contirtuing his march, he went to Pasargada, 
a city of Persia. Orsincs was governor of the coun- 
try, and the greatest nobleman in it. He was a de- 
scendant of Cyrus ; A*id, besides the wealth he 
inherited from his ancestors, he himself’bad amass- 
ed great treasures, having, for many years, ruled 
a considerable extent of country. He had done 
the king a signal piece of service. The person 
who governed the province during Alexander’s 
expedition into India, happened to die; when 
Orsines observing, that, for want of a governor, 
all things were running to confusion, took the 
administration upon himself, composed matters 
very happily, and preserved them in the utmost 
tranquillity, till Alexander’s arrival. He went to 
meet him, with presents of all kinds for himself, 
as well as his o^cer/ These consisted of a great 
number of fine and well trained horses, chariots 
enriched with gold and silver, precious furniture, 
jewels, gold vases of ppodigious weight, purple robes, , 
and four thousand talents of silver in specie.* 


About six hundred thousand pounds. 
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However, this generous magnificence proved fatal 
to him ; for when he presented such gifts to the prin- 
cipal grandees of the court, as infinitely exceeded 
their expectations, he passed by the eunuch Bagoas, 
the king’s favourite; and this not through forget- 
fulness, but out of contempt. Some persons telling 
him how much the kin^ loved Bagoas, he answered, 
‘‘ I honour the king’s friends, but not an intamous • 
“ eunuch.” These words being told Bagoas, he 
employed all his credit to ruin a prince descended 
from the noblest blood in the East, and irreproach- 
able in his conduct. He even bribed sonjc of 
Orsines’ attendants, giving them instructions-how to 
impeach him at a proper season ; and in the mean 
time, whenever he alone with the king, he filled 
his mind with suspicions and distrust, letting drop 
ambiguousexpressions concerning that nobleman, as 
if by chance; and dissembling very artfully the mo- 
tives of his discontent. Nevertheless, the king sus- 
pended his judgment for the present, but discovered 
less esteem than before for Orsines, who knew no- 
thing of w'hat was plotting against him, so secretly 
the affair was carried on; and the eunuch, in his 
private discourses with Alexander, was perpetually 
charging him either with exactions or treason. 

The great danger to w hich princes are ex[)osecI, 
is the suffering themselves to be ptejudicedaiid over- 
reached in this manner by their favourites; a danger 
so common, that St. Bernard, writing to Pope Eu- 
genius ^ assures him, that if he were exempt from 
this w eakness, he may boast himself to be the only 
man in the w orld that is so. Wha{is here spoken 
of princes, is applicable to all who are in power. 
CJ reut men generally listeij wdiii pleasure to the slan- 
derer; and for this reason, because he generally 
puts on the mask of affection and zeal, whichsootbes 
their pride. Slander always makes some impression 
on the most equitable minds ; and leaves behind it 
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Buch dark and gloomy traces, as raise suspicions, 
jealousies, and distrusts. The artful slanderer is 
bold and indefatigable, because he is sure to escape 
unpunished ; and is sensible, that he runs but very 
little danger, in greatly prejudicing dthers. With 
regard to the great, they seldom make enquiry into 
the grounds of these secret .Calumnies, either from 
•indolence, inattention, or shame to appear suspi- 
cious, fearful, or diffident; in a word, from their un- 
wiilingnesfi to own that they were imposed upon, 
and had abandoned themselves to a rash credu- 
lity. In tljis manner, the most unsullied virtue, 
and the most irreproaclvableiidclity, are frequently 
brougiit to inevitable ruin. 

Ot ibis we have a sad exa^mplc on tlic present 
occasion. Bagoas, after havingtaken his measures at 
distance, at last gave birth to his dark design. Alex- 
ander, havipg caused the monument of Cyrtis to be 
opened, in order to perform funeral honours to the 
ashesof that great prince, found nothing in it, hut an 
old rotten shield, twoJiwvttiian bows, and ascyinitar; 
whereas he hoi)ed to find it full of gold and silver, 
as the Persians had re|)Oitcd. 1 he king laid a 
golden crown on his urn, and covered it with his 
cloak; vastly surprised tiial so powerful and renown- 
ed a prince had been buried with no greater pomp 
than a private maM; Bagoas tliinking this a pro|>er 
timc*fbr him to speak, “Arc we to wonder (says he) 
“ that we find the tombs of kings so empty, since 
“ the liouses of governors of provinces are filled 
“ with the gold of which they have deprived them? 
“ I, indeed, fiad never seen this monument; but 
“ I have heard Darius say, that imiriciiEe trea- 
“ sures were Ijurietf in Jt. Hence flowed the un- 
“ bounded liberality and profusion of Or sines, who, 
“ by bestowing what he could not keep, without 
“ ruining himself, tUouglit to make a merit of this 
“ in your sight.” This charge was without the 
least foundation; and yet the Magi, who guarded 
the sepulchre, were put to the torture/ but all to 
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no purpose ; and nottiing was discovered relating to 
the pretended theft. Their silence on this occa- 
sion, ought naturally to have cleared Orsines; but 
the artful, insi'nuating discourses of Bagoas, had 
made a deep impression on Alexander’s mind, and 
by that means given calumny an easy access to it. 
The accusers, whom Bagoas had suborned, having 
made choice of a favourable moment, came and im- 
peached Orsines, and charged him with the commis- 
sion of several odious crimes, and amongst the rest, 
w'ith stealing the treasure of the monument. At 
this charge, the matter appeared no longer doubtful, 
and no farther proof v^as thought requisite; ,so that 
this prince was loaded with chains, before he so 
much as suspected that any accusation had been 
brought against him ; and was put to death, w ith- 
out being so much eis heard, or confronted. with his 
accusers. Too unhappy fate of kings, ^who do not 
hear and examine ^things in person ; and who still 
continue infatuated, notwithstandingthe numberless 
examples they read in histosy, of princes who have 
been deceived in like manner. 

I have already said, ‘that there had followed the 
king an Indian, called Calanus, reputed the wisest 
man of his country, who, though be professed the 
practice of the most severe philosophy, had however 
been persuaded, in bfe extreme old a^e, to attend 
upon the court. ’'This man, having lived four- 
score and three years, without having been ever 
afflicted with sickness ; and having a very severe fit 
of the cholic, upon his arrival at Pasargada, re- 
solved to put himself to death. Rei&lutely deter- 
mined not to let the perfect health he had always 
enjoyed, be impaired by lingerfag p^ins; and being 
also afraid of falling into the hands of physicians, 
and of being tortured with loads of medicine, he 
besought the king to orderfhe^erecting of a funeral 
pile fouhim; and desired that after be had ascended 
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it, fire might be set to it. Alexander at first ima- 
gined Calanus might easily be dissuaded from so 
dreadful a design; but finding, in s^ite of all the ar- 
guments he could use, that Calanus* was still inflexi- 
ble, heat last was obliged to acquiesce in his request. 
Calanus then rode on horseback to the foot of the 
funeral pile: offered up l»is prayers to the gods: 
caused thesame libations to be poured upon himself, 
and the rest of the ceremonies to be observed, which 
are practised at funerals ; cut off a tuft of his hair, 
as was clone to the victims at a sacrifice ; embraced 
such of his friends as were present; entreated 
them Jto be merry that day, tp feast and carouse with 
Alexander ; assuring them at the same time, that he 
would soon see that prince in Babylon. After saying 
these words he ascended, with the utmost cheerful- 
ness, tlie funeral pile, laid himself down upon it, and 
covered* face; and, when the flame catched him, 
he did not make the least motion; but with a pa- 
tience and constancy that surprised the whole army, 
continued in the posUve in w hich he at first had laid 
himself ; and completed his sacrifice, by dying pur- 
suant to the custom praefised by the sages of his 
country. 

The historian informs us, that people differed 
very much in opinion with respect to this action. 
Some condemned it, as suit^g only a frantic, sense- 
les.^wretcli; others imagined he was prompted to it 
out of vain-glory, merely for the sake of being gazed 
at, and to pass for a miracle in constancy (and these 
were not mistaken) ; others again applauded this 
false heroisifi, which had enabled him to triumph in 
this manner t)ver pain and death. 

Alexander,, beiifg returned into his tent, after 
this dreadful ceremony, invited several of his friends 
and general officers* to supper; and in compliance 
with Calanus’s reqpesf^, and to do him honour, be 
proposed a crown, as a reward for him w ho should 
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quaff most. He who conquered on this occasion, 
was Promachus, who swallowed four measures of 
wine, that is, eighteen or twenty pints. After re- 
ceiving the prize, which was a crown worth a*talent, 
he survived hisp> victory but three days. Of these 
guests, forty-one died of their intemperance : a 
scene, wort% of closing that which Calanus had a 
little before exhibited ! 

’From Pasargada, Alexander came to Persepolis; 
and, surveying tlie remains of the conflagration, was 
exasperated against himself, for his folly in setting 
it on fire. From hence he advanced towards Susa. 
Nearchus, in complia/ice with his orders^ had 
begun to sail up the Euphrates with his fleet; 
but being informed that Alexander was going to 
Susa, he came down again to the mouth of the Pasi- 
tigris, and sailed up this river to a bridge,, where 
Alexander was to pass it. Then the navqt a!nd land 
armies joined. Thee king offered to the gods sacri- 
fices, by "way of thanks for his happy return, and 
great rejoicings were made inihe camp. Nearchus 
received the-honours due to him, for the care he 
had taken of the fleet ; abd for having conducted it 
so far safe through numberless dangers. 

Alexander found in Susa all the captives of qua- 
lity he had left there. He married Statira, Darius’s 
eldest daughter, and gave the youWgest to his dear 
Hephfestion. And in order that by making these 
marriages more common, his own might not be 
censured, he persuaded the greatest noblemen in 
his court, and his principal favourites, to imitate him. 
Accordingly they chose from among*" the noblest 
families of Persia abont fourscore young maidens, 
whom they married. His desi^ wc(^, by these al- 
liances, to cement so strongly the union of the two 
nations, that they should thenceforward form but 
ope, under his empire. The nuptials were soleoi'^ 
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nii:ed after the Persian manner. He likewise gave a 
feast to all the rest of the Macedonians who had 
married before in thatcountry. Itis related thatthere 
were nine thousand guests at this fdast, and that he 
gave each of them a golden cup for t^e libations. 

Not satisfied with this bounty, he would also pay 
his soldiers’ debts. But finjling that several would 
not declare the suna they owed, for fear of its 
being an artifice merely to discover those among 
them who w^ere too lavish of their money, he ap- 
pointed in his camp, officevS, where all debts were 
paid, without asking the name either of the debtor 
or creditor. His liberalitjr was very great on this 
occasion, and gave prodigious satisfaction ; we are 
told that it amounted to near ten thousand talents 
but his indulgence, in permitting fjvery person to 
conceaj his name, w’as a still more agreeable cir- 
cumstafice. He reproached the soldiers for their 
seeeming to suspect the truth, of his promise, and 
said to them: f ‘‘ That a king ought never to for- 
feit his word with^bis subjects ; nor his subjects 
suspect that he could be guilty of so shameful a 
‘‘ prevarication.” A trulyroyal maxim, as it forms 
the security of a peo|)le, and the most solid glory 
of a prince; which, at the same time, may be re* 
nounced for ^ver, by the violation of a single pro- 
mise ; which imaffairs of government is thq most 
fatal of all errors. 

And now there arrived at Susa thirty thousand 
Persian young men, most of tlie same age, and 
called Epigoni^ that is, successors ; as coming to 
relieve the did soldiers in their duty and long fa- 
tigues. Such only had been made choice of, as 
were the Strongest*and best shaped in all Persia ; 
and had been sent to t&e governors of such cities as 
were either lately founded or conquered by Alex- 

^ About fifteen liuii(!hred\housand pounds. * 
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ander. These had instructed them in military dis- 
cipline, and in all things relating to the science of 
war. They were all very neatly dressed, and armed 
after the Macedonian manner. They came and en- 
camped before (the city, where, drawing up in battle 
array, they were reviewed ; and performed their 
exercises before the kiteg, who was extremely well 
pleased, and very bountiful to them afterwards, at 
which the Macedonians took great umbrage. And, 
indeed, Alexander observing that the latter were 
harassed and tired out with the length of the war, 
and often vented murmurs and complaints in the 
assemblies, was, for th^t reason, desirous of .train- 
ing up these new forces, purposely to check the 
licentiousness of the veterans. It is dangerous to 
disgust a w’hol^ nation, and to shew too marked a 
preference to foreigners. 

** In the mean time Harpalus, whom Alexander, 
during his expedition into India, had appointed 
governop'of Babylon, quitted his service. Flatter- 
ing himself with the hopes tbgit this prince would 
never return .from the wars in that country, he had 
given a loose to all kinds of licentiousness, and con- 
sumed in his infamous revels part of the wealth 
with which he had been intrusted. As soon as he 
was informed that Alexander, in his return from 
India, punished very seferely such of his lieutenants 
as had abused their power, he meditated how^ he 
might best secure himself ; and for this purpose 
amassed five thousand talents, that is, about seven 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds ; assembled six 
thousand soldiers, withdrew into Attica^ and landed 
at Athens. - 'Immediately all such orators as made a 
trade of their eloquence, ran to 'him jn crowds, all 
ready to be corrupted by brifies, as they were before 
by hopes of them. Harpalus did not fail to distribute 
a small part of his wealth amoi)g these orators, to 
win them over to his interest, but he offered Pho-^ 


^ Plut.in Deihosth. p. S57, 858, 


«Plut.inPhoc. p,751. 
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cion seven hundred ^‘talents, and even put his person 
and property under his protection, well knowing the 
prodigious influence he had over the people. 

The fame of his probity, and pasticularly of his 
disinterestedness, had gained him this influence. 
Philip’s deputies had oflfered him gredt sums of mo- 
ney in that prince’s name, entreating him to accept 
them, if not for himself, at least for his children, 
who were so poor that it would be impossible for 
them to support the glory of his name :f “If theyre- 
“ semble *iiie,” replied Phocion, “the little spot of 
“ gjround, on the produced which I have hitherto 
“ lived, and which has raised me to tlie glory you 
“ mention, will be sufficient to maintain them; if it 
“ will not, I do not intend to leave them wealth, 

“ merely to foment and heighten their luxury.” 
^Alexander having likewise sent hirn a hundred J 
talents, i^hocion asked those who brought them, 
with what "design Alexander had sent so great a 
sum to him alone of all the Athenians? “ It is,” 
replied they, “because Alexander looks upon you 
“ as the only just and "Virtuous man.” “ Let hirn, 

“ then,” says Phocion, “suffer me still toenjoythat 
“ character, and be really w hat I am taken for.” 

The reader will suppose, that he did not give a 
more favourable reception to the persons sent by 
Harpalus. And indeed he spoke to them in very 
harsh terms^ declaring that he should immediately 
take such measures as would be very disagreeable 
to the person on whose errand they came, in case he 
did not leave off bribing the city; so that Harpalus 
lost all hopes ^rom that quarter. 

Demosthenes did not at first shew more favour to 
Harpalus. He adv^ed the Athenians to drive him 
• • 

* Plut. in Phoc. p.74-9i 

* Seven hundred thousand crowns. 

t Si mii similes erunt, ijimn h\c, inquit, agellus, illos alet, qui me^ 
ad hanc dignitatem perduxit : sin dissimiles sunt futuri, nolo meis 
impensis illorum ali augerique luxuriam, Coit. N£f. in Phoc. c. 1 . 

X A hundred thousand crowns. 
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out from their city, and not to involve it in a war 
upon a very uftju&t occasion, and at the same time 
without the least necessity. 

Some days after, Harpalus, as an inventory was 
taking of his goods, having observed that Demo-* 
sthenes took a^'particular pleasure in viewing one of 
the king’s cups, and that he admired the fashion 
and the beauty of the workmanship, desired him 
to take it in his hand, and tell him the weight of 
the gold. Demosthenes taking the cup, was sur- 
prised at its heaviness, and accordingly £Psked how 
much it weighed ? Harpatus answered witli asm/le, 
Twenty * talent I believe; and that very even- 
ing sent him that sum with the cup : for so great 
M^as Harpalus’s penetration, that he could discover 
by the air, and certain glances, the foible of a man 
struck with thd charms of gold. Demosthenes could 
not resist its power; but, overcome by thi§ present, 
and being f no longer master of himsekfj he joined 
on a sudden Harpmus’s party ; and the very next 
morning, having wrapped his neck well in wool and 
bandages, he went to the assetnbly . The people then 
ordered hini to rise and make a speech, but he re- 
fused, making signs that he had lost his voice ; upon 
which some w ags cried aloud, that their orator had 
been seized in the night, not with a squmancy^ but 
^nargyrancy; thereby intimating, that Harpalus s 
motley had su[)pressed his voice. 

The people being told next day of the gift which 
had been sent to Demosthenes, w^ere highly exaspe- 
rated, and refused to hear his justification. Har- 

\ 

* Twenty thousand crowns. 

t The expression in the Greek is full of beauty and spirit. 
Plutarch compares the gold which h&d been accepted by De- 
mosthenes, to a garrison (of the*enemy) wfiicb a governor had 
received into his city, and thereby dispossessed himself of the 
command of it, uVo rr? woirep 

J It is impossible to translate the agreeable play of these 
Greek words. 'Ov^ vito l^pa^ov, aAA'aV d^yv^dy^nj^' 

rov $rj[j(,aywyoy. 
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palus itas thereupon expelled the city ; and in order 
to discover the persons who had taken bribes, the 
magistrates commanded a strict search to be made 
in all houses, that of Caricles excerpted, who, hav- 
ing married but a little before, was exempt from this 
enquiry, out of respect to his bride. The politeness 
shewn on this occasion doesihonour to Athens, and 
is not always exercised elsewhere. 

Demosthenes, to prove his innocence, proposed a 
decree, by w’hich the senate of the Areopagus was 
impowered to take cognisance of this matter. He 
was the first they tried, and fined, upon l)cing con- 
victed,^ * fifty talents, for th$ payment of which he 
was thrown into prison ; however, he found means 
to escape, and left his country. Demosthenes did 
not behave with resolution and magnanimity in his 
banishnrjent, residing generally at iEgin a or Trtezene ; 
and every time he cast his eyes on Attica, his face 
would be covered with tears ; and he suffered such 
words to drop from him, as were unw orthy a brave 
man ; words w hich by.ao means correspond w ith his 
resolute and generous behaviour during bis admini- 
stration. Cicero was reproached with the same 
weakness in his exile, which shews that great men 
are not such at all times, nor in all circums^nces, 

' It were to be wished, for the honour of elo- 
quence, that what Pausanias relates in justification 
of Demosthenes, werelrue ; and it is very probable 
it was so. According to this author, Harpalus, after 
flying from Athens, was seized by Philoxenus the 
Macedonian ; and being racked, to extort from him 
the names of such Athenians as had been bribed by 
him, he did not once mention Demosthenes, whose 
name, had he b^en guilty, he would not have sup- 
pressed before Philoxenus, as that orator was his 
enerny. 

Upon the first cftporl of Harpalus’s flying ter 

• Pausan. ). ii. p. 148. 

* Fifty thousand crowns. 

VOL. V. tl 


289 



THE HISTOKV 


Athens, Alexander, fully determined to go in per- 
son to punish Harpalus and the Athenians, had 
commanded a fleet to be equipped. But after news 
was brought that the people in their assembly had 
ordered him to^ depart their city, he laid aside all 
thoughts of returning into Europe. 

Alexander, having vXiW a curiosity to see tile 
ocean, came down from Susa, upon the river Eu- 
la3us ; and after having coasted the Persian gulph 
to the mouth of the Tygris, he went up that river 
towards the army which, was encamped on the 
banks of it, near the city of Opis, under the com- 
mand of Hephaestion. ^ 

Upon his arrival there, he published a declara- 
tion in the camp, by which all the Macedonians, 
who, by reason of their age, wounds, or any other 
infirmity, were unable to support any loqger the 
fatigues of the service, w'cre permitted to return into 
Greece; declaring, that his design was to discharge 
them, to be bountiful to them, and send them 
back to tlieir native country^jp a safe and honour- 
able manner. His intention, in making this de- 
claration, was to oblige; and at the same time give 
them the strongest proof of his affection for them. 
However, the very contrary happened, for being 
already disgusted upon some other accounts, espe- 
cially by the visible -preference which Alexander 
gave to foreigners, they imagined, that his resolu- 
tion was to make Asia the seat of liis empire, and 
to disengage himself from the ]\Iucedonians ; and 
tliat the only motive of his discharging them, was, 
that they might make room for the hew troops he 
had levied in the conquered countries. Tl^s alone 
was sufficient to exasperate them tp fury. With- 
out observing the least order or discipline, or re- 
garding the remonstrances of their officers, they 
went to the king with an air of jnsolence whicli they 
had never assumed till then, and with seditious 
cries demanded to be all discharged ; saying fur- 
ther, that since he despised the soldiers who had 
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gained him all his victories, .he and his father Am- 
mon might carry on the war against whomsoever 
and in what manner they pleased : but as for them- 
selves, they were fully determined. not to serve him 
any longer. 

The king, no way surprised, and without once 
hesitating, leaps from his tribunal ; causes the prin- 
cipal mutineers, whom he nimself pointed out to 
his guards, to be immediately seized, and orders 
thirteen to be punished. This bold and vigorous 
action, vifhich thunderstruck the Macedonians, sup- 
pnessed their insolence ih an instant; quite amazed 
and confounded, and scarce daring to look at one 
another, they stood with downcast eyes, and were 
so dispirited, and trembled so prodigiously, that 
they were unable either to speak or even to think. 
Seeing them in this condition, he Fe-ascended his 
tribunal, where, after repeating to them, with a 
severe countenance, and a menacing tone of voice, 
the numerous favours which l^hilip his father had 
bestowed upon them, and aJl the marks o{ kindness 
and friendship by whWh he himself had distinguished 
them, he concluded with these words : You all 

desire a discharge ; I grant it you. Go now, and 

publish to the whole world, that you have left 
“ your prince tp the mercy of the nations he had 
‘‘ conquered, who were more affectionate to liim 
‘‘ than yoa.*' After speaking this, lie returns sud- 
denly into his tent; cashiers his old guard; ap- 
points another in its place, all composed of Persian 
soldiers; and shuts himself up for some days, 
without scevig any person all the tiiiic. 

Had the Macedonians been sentuicexl to die, 
they could not hav^^ been more shocke d than when 
news was brofight them, that the king had confided 
the care of liis person to the Persians. They could 
suppress tlicir grief no, longer, so that nothing w as 
heard but cries, gfoans, and lamentations. So&n 
after, they all run together to the king’s tent, throw 
down their arms, confessing their guilt; acknow- 
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ledgiug their fault with tears and sighs ; declare that 
the loss of life will not he so grievous as the loss of 
honour ; and protest that they will not leave the 
place till the king has pardoned them. Alexander 
could no longer resist the tender proofs they gave 
of their sorrow 'and repentance ; so that when he 
himself, at his coining (^ut of his tent, saw them in 
this dejected condition, lie could not refrain from 
' tears ; and, after some gentle reproaches, which 

were softened by an air of humanity and kindness, 
he declared so loud as to he heard by them^ all, that 
he restored them to his ‘ friendship. This wfts 
restoring them to life, as was manifest from their 
shouts. • 

He afterwards discharged such Macedonians as 
W'ere no longer able to carry arms, and sent them 
back to their native country with rich presents. He 
commanded, . that at the exhibiting of the "public 
games, they should be allowed the chief^ places in 
the theati;e, and there sit with crowns on their heads; 
and gave orders that the children of those who had 
lost their live.s in his scrvicej should receive, during 
their minority, the same, pay which had been given 
their fathers. Such support and honours granted to 
veterans, must necessarily ennoble, in a very con- 
spicuous manner, the military profession ? It is not 
possible for a government to enrich,^every soldier in- 
dividually ; but it may Animate and console him by 
marks of distinction, which inspire a stronger ar- 
dour for war, more constancy in the service, and 
nobler sentiments and motives. 

Alexander appointed Craterus commander of 
these soldiers, to w'hom he gave the government of 
Macedonia, Thessaly, and Thrace, which Anti- 
pater had enjoyed ; and the' latter wSs commanded 
to bring the recruits instead of Craterus. The king 
had long since been quite tiued with the complaints 
of his mother and Antipater, vvho could not agree. 
She charged Antipater with aspiring at sovereign 
power, and Ihe latter complained of her violent and 
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untractable disposition ; and had often declared in 
his letters, that she did not behave in a manner 
suitable to her dignity. It was with some reluctance 
Antipater resigned his government. 

From Opis, Alexander arrived at Ecbatana in A. M. 
Media, where, after havifig dispatched the ^^^st 
urgent affairs of the kingdom, he again solemnized 324. 
games and festivals : there had come to him from 
Greece, three thousand dancers, makers of machi- 
nery, and other persons^ skilled in diversions of this 
kind. It happened very unluckily, during the cele- 
bration of these festivals, that Hephsestion died of a 
diseaiSc which he brought upon himself, Alejtander 
abandoning himself to immoderate drinking, his 
whole court followed his ex*ample,*and sometimes 
spent whole days and nights in these excesses. In 
one of riie^m Hephaestion lost his life. He was the 
most intim'ate friend the king bad, the confidant of 
all his secrets, and, to say all in a word, 'a second 
self, • Craterus alone^jeemcd to dispute this honour 
with him. An exj)ression, which one* day escaped 
that prince, shews the diff^ience he made between 
these tw'o courtiers. “ Craterus,” says he, “ loves 

the king, but Hephaestion loves Alexander.” This 
expression signifies, if I mistake not, that Ilephges- 
tion was uttachec^ in a tender and affectionate man- 
ner, Jto the person of Alexander; but that Craterus 
loved him as a king, that is, was concerned for his 
reputation, and sometimes was less obsequious to 
his will, than zealous for his glory and interest. 

An excellent character, but very uncommon. 

Hephsestion was as much beloved by all the 
courtiers as by Alexander himself. Modest, even- 
tempered, beneftcent; free from pride, avarice, and 
jealousy ; he never abused his credit w’ith the kin§, 
nor preferred hims^.to ’those officers, whose meri^ 
made them necessary to his sovereign. He was uni- 
versally regretted : but his death threw’ Alexander 
into excessive sorrow, to which be abandoned him- 
self in such a manner, as w as unworthy so great a 
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king. He seemed to receive no consolation, but 
in the extraordinary funeral honours he paid to his 
friend on his arrival at Babylon, whither he com- 
manded Perdic^as to carry his corpse. 

In order to remove, by business and employ- 
ment, the melancholy ifieas which the death of his 
favourite perpetually awakened in his mind, Alex- 
ander marched his army against the Cossaei, a war- 
like nation, inhabiting the mountains of Media, 
whom not one of the Per^fian monarchs had ever 
been able to conquer. However, the king reduc4.‘d 
them in forty days, afterwards passed the Tigris, 
and marched towards Babylon. 


Sect. XVIII. Alexander enters Baby Ion,, in spite 
of the sinister predictions of the Mag} and other 
soothsayers. He Ihere forms the plans of several 
voyages and co7tquests. He sets about repairing 
the breaches made in the errbankments of the Ti- 
gris and Euphrates, and rebuilding the temple of 
Belas. He abandons himself to immoderate drink- 
ing, which brings him to his end. The universal 
griif spread over the xvhole empire upon that ac* 
count. Sysigambis is not able to survive him. 
Preparations are made to cdnvey Alexanders 
corpse to the temple of Jupiter- Ammon in Libya. 

^ Alexander being arrived within a league and a 
half of Babylon, the Chaldeans whq pretended to 
know futurity by the stars, deputed to him some 
of their old ipen, to warn hinj that he w^ould be in 
danger of his life, in case he entertd that city, and 
were very urgent with him to pass by it. The 
Babylonish astrologers \\ere held in such great 
reputation, that this advice ihade a strange impres- 
sion on his mind, and filled him with confusion and 

t 

^ Arrian, lib. vii. p. 294 — S09. Q. Curt, lib. x, c. 4 — 7. 
Pint in Alex. p. 705-^707. 
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dread. Upon this, after s'ending several of the 
grandees of his court to Babylon, he Iiimself went 
another way ; and having marched about ten leagues, 
he stopped for some time in the place where he liad 
encamped his army. The Greek pljilosophta's, be- 
ing told the foundation of his fear and scruples, 
waited upon him ; when letting in the clearest 
light the principles of Anaxagoras, whose tenets 
they followed, they demonstrated to him, in the 
strongest^nianner, the vanity of astrology; and made 
him have so great a contempt for divination in ge- 
neVal, and for that of the Clialdeans in particular, 
that he immediately marche^ towards Babylon with 
his whole army. ^ He knew that there were arriv- 
ed in that city, ambassadors^ from all parts of tire 
world, who waited for his coming; the whole earth 
echoing so much with the terror of his name, that 
the sevel'ai^nations came, with inexpressible ardour, 
to pay homage to Alexander, to him who w as to 
be their sovereign. This view, wiiich agreeably 
soothed the strongest of all liis passions, contri- 
buted very much to stifle every other reflection, 
and to make him careless 'of all advice that might 
be given him ; so that he set forward wdth all pos- 
sible diligence towards that great city, there to hold, 
as it were, the states-gcncral of the world. After 
making a most nrognificent entry, he gave audience 
to aH the ambassadors, with the grandeur and dig- 
nity suitable to a great monarch, and, at the same 
time, with the affability and politeness of a prince, 
who is desirous of winning the affection of all. He 
loaded thoso^of Epidaurus with great presents for 
the deity who presides over their city, as well as 
over health, bi^t reproached him at the same time. 
iEsculapius,” says he, “ has shewed me hut very 
little indulgence, in not preserving the lift' of a 
friend, who was (fear to me as myself.” I»i 
private he discovered a great friendship for such 

5 Died, lib. xvii. p. 577 — 563. Juslin. lib. xii* c. 13— l^i. 
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of the deputies of Greece, as came to congratulate 
him on his victories, and bis happy return; and he 
restored to them all the statues, and other curiosi* 
ties, which Xerkes had carried out ot Greece, that 
were found in §usa, Babylon, Pasargada, and other 
places. We are told that among these were the 
statues of Harmodiud> and Aristogiton, and that 
they vvere brought back to Athens. 

The ambassadors from Corinth having offered 
him, in the name of their city, the freedom of it, 
he laughed at an offer which seemed altogether un- 
worthy of one who had attained so exalted a pitch 
of grandeur and power. However, when Alexander 
was told that Corinth iiad granted this privilege to 
Hercules only, he accepted it with joy; and piqued 
himself upon fcading in his steps, and resembling 
him in all thiijgs. But, cries * Seneca, in vvhat did 
this frantic young man, w'ith whonj succes-sful teme- 
rity passed for virtue, resemble Hercules? The 
latter, free from all self-interested views, travelled 
through the world, merely fp benefit the several 
nations whom he visited, and to purge the earth 
of such robbers as infested it: whereas Alexander, 
who is justly entitled the plunderer of nations, 
made bis glory to consist in carrying desolation 
into all places, and in rendering himself the terror 
of mankind. t 

At the same time he wrote a letter) whiclrwas 
to be read publicly in the assembly of the Olym- 
pic games, whereby the several cities of Greece 
were commanded to permit all exiles to return into 
their native country, those excepted vtho had com- 
mitted sacrilege, or any other crime deserving death ; 
and ordered Antipater to ^emfdoy ,,an armed force 


* Quid illi simile habehat vesanus adolescens, cui pro virtuie 
^rat felix temevitas? Hercules nihil sibi viciL Orbtrn teirarum 

transivit, non concupiscendo, sed mndte^edo malorum hostis, 

honorum vindex, terrarum marisque pacator. At hie d pueritid 

latro getaiumqut vastator suinmutn bonum duxit, terrori esse 

cunetis mortatibus. Sbnec, de BeHef, lib. i. cap. IS. 
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against such cities as should refuse to obey. This 
letter was read in the assembly. But the Atheni- 
ans and Etolians .did not think themselves obliged 
to put orders in execution, which seemed to inter- 
fere with their liberty. , 

Alexander, after having dispatched these affairs, 
finding himself now at leisAre, began to think of 
. Hephaestion s burial. This he solemnized with a 
magnificence, the like of which had never been 
seen. As.he himself undertook the management of 
this funeral, he commanded all the neighbouring 
citlbs to contribute their utmost in exalting the 
pomp of it. He likewise ordered all the nations of 
Asia to extinguish what the Persians call the sacred 
fire, till the ceremony of the^ interment should be 
ended ; which was considered as an ill omen, it 
being n^ver practised in Persia, except at the death 
of its mdnarchs. All the officers and courtiers, to 
please Alexander, caused images to be carved of 
that favourite, of gold, ivory, and other precious 
materials. ,# 

At the same time the king, havings procured a 
great luitnher of architects and skilful workmen, 
first caused near six furlongs ot the wall of Babylon 
to be beaten down ; and, having got together a great 
number of bricks, and levelled the spot designed for 
the funeral pile, he had a most magnificent monu- 
mental structure erected over it. 

This edifice was divided into thirty parts, in each 
whereof was raised an uniform building, the roof of 
which was covered with great planks of palm-tree 
wood. The ^vhole formed a perfect square, the 
circumference of which w^as adorned with extraor- 
dinary magnificence.* J^ach side was a furlong, or 
a hundred fathoms in length. At the foot of it, 
and in the first row, were set two hundred and 
forty-four prows of ^ps* gilded, oh the * buttresses, • 

* In Grech or ears. These are two gieces of tim- 

ber which project to the right and left of the prow. 
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or supporters wliereof, the statues of two archers, 
four cubits high, with one knee on the ground, were 
fixed ; and two other statues, in an upright posture, 
connpletely arnicd, bigger than the life, being five 
cubits in height. Tlie spaces betw'cen the prows 
were spread and adorned with purple cloth. Over 
these prows was a coi()iiade of large flambeaux, the 
shafts of which were fifteen cubits hicch, embellished 
with crow ns of gold at the [lart where they are held. 
The flame of those flambeaux ending a.t, to{), ter- 
minated towards eagles,, which, with their heads 
turned downward, and extended wings, servee^ as 
capitals. Dragons f^xed near, or upon the base, 
turned their heads upwards towards the eagles. 
Over this colonnadq stood a third, hi the base of 
which was represented, in relievo, a party of hunt- 
ing animals of every kind. On tiie superior order, 
that is the fourth, the combat of the C’entaurs ivas 
represented in gold. Finally, on the pfth, golden 
figures," representing lions- and bulls, ■^i'ere placed 
alternately. The whole erfifice terminated with 
military trophies, after the Macedonian and bar- 
barian fashion, as so iliany symbols of the victory 
of the former, and defeat of t!ie latter. On the 
entablatures and roof were represented Syrens, the 
hollow bodies of w'hich w ere filled (but so as not 
to be discerned) with imis!cians,‘wbo sung mourn- 
ful airs and dirges in honour of tlie deceased, 
This edifice was upwards of one hundred and thirty 
cubits high, that is, above a hundred and ninety- 
five feet. 

The beauty of the design of this* structure, the 
singularity and magnificence of the decorations, and 
the several ornaments o( it,* surpassed the most 
wonderful productions of fancy, and were all in an 
exqdisite taste. Alexander had airpointed to super- 
intend the building of tttis.^ifice, Stasicrates, a 
great architect, and admirably well skilled in me- 
chanics, in all whose inventions and designs there 
appeared,* not only prodigious magnificence, but 
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a surprising boldness, and such grandeur as was 
scarce conceivable. 

^ It was this artist, who, in a con\;ersation some 
time before vvith Alexander, had told him, that of 
all the mountains he knew, none would so well ad- 
mit of being cut into the shap|i of a man, as mount 
Athos in Thrace : that, if he therefore [deased to 
give orders, he would make this mountain the most 
durable of all statues, and that which would lie 
most open*to the view of the universe. In ils left 
han)f it should hold a city* consisting of ten thou- 
sand inhabitants ; and from its right should pour a 
great r?ver, whose w’aters wduld discharge them- 
selves into the sea. One would have thought that 
this project w^ould have pleased Alexander, wdio 
sought for the great and marvellous*in all things ; 
nevertheless, he rejected it, and wisdy answered, 
that it was ertoiigh that there already w as one prince, 
whose folly^mount Athos would eternize. Tliis was 
meant of Xerxes, who having endeavoureef to cut 
through the Isthmus 'Sf that mountain, wrote a 
letter to it in the most proud and senseless terms. 
With regard to myself,” says Alexander, “ mount 
Caucasus, the river f'ranais, the Caspian sea, 
all which I pussed in triumph, shall be my 
monument.” 

Tl^e expense oi the splendid monument which 
this prince erected in honour of llephsestion, with 
that of the funeral, amounted to upw ards of twelve 
thousand talents, tliat is, more than one million 
eight hundred thousand pounds. But what man 
was ever so ridiculously and extravagantly profuse! 
All this gold, all thi% silver, was no other than the 
blood of nation^, and the substance of provinces, 
which were thus sacrificed to a vain ostentation. 

^ Plut. (le fortun. Alex.^serm. i. p. 33^, 

* Proud Athop, whoHiftest thy head to heaven, be not 50 
bold as to oppose to my workmen such rocks and stones as they 
cannot cut ; otherwise I will cut thee quite to pieces, and throw 
thfc into the sea. Plutarch, de iracohib. p. 555*. 
t The laxartes is here meant. 
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To crown the aifection vi hich Alexander had for 
his deceased friend, something was still w’anting to 
the honours he paid him, which might raise him 
above human nature; and this was what he pro- 
posed, and for that purpose had sent to the temple 
of Ammon a trusty p^^rson, named Philip, to enquire 
'the will of the god. It doubtless was the echo of that 
of Alexander ; and the answer was, that sacrifices 
might be offered to Hepheestion, as a demi*god. 
These w^re not spared in any manner ;* Alexander 
himself first setting the*examp!e, when he a 

great feast, to which upwards of ten thousand per- 
sons were invited. At the same time be wrote to 
Cleomenes, governor of Egypt, commanding him to 
build a temple to Hephaestion in Alexandria, and 
another in the isle of Pliaros. In this letter (which 
is still extant) to excite his diligence, afid hasten 
the work, he grants the governor, who was despised 
universally for his injustice and rapine, a general 
pardon for all his crimes, past, present, and future; 
provided that, at his retuph, the temple and city 
should be completed. And now nothing was seen 
but new altars, new temples, and new festivals ; no 
oaths were administered but in the name of the new 
deity : to question his divinity was a capital crime. 
- An old officer, (a friend of Hephaestion) having be- 
w^ailed him as dead, in passing before his tomij, had 
like to have been puttodeatli for it; nor would he 
have been pardoned, had not Alexander been as- 
sured, that the officer wept, merely from some re- 
mains of tenderness, and not as doubting Hephaes- 
tion’s divinity. I cannot say whether Alexander 
prevailed so far, as to make any one give credit to 
Hephaestion’s divinity; but he hfmself appeared, 
or at least endeavoured to appear, firmly persuaded 
of it ; and gloried, not only that he h^ a god for 
'his father, but that be himsW could make gods. 
How ridiculous is all this ! 

During, almost a year that Alexander continued 
in Babylon, he revolved a great number of projects 



OF ALEXANDSfU 


in his mind ; such aS to go round Africa by sea ; to 
make a complete discovery of ail the nations lying 
round the Caspian sea, and inhabiting its coasts ; 
to conquer Arabia ; to make war against Carthage, 
and to subdue the rest of Europe., The very 
thoughts of sitting still fatigued him, and the great 
vivacity of his imagination and Ambition would never 
suffer him to be at rest ; nay, could he have con- 
quered the w’hole world,* he would have sought a 
new one, tq satiate the avidity of his desii’Cs. 

The embellishing of Babylon also employed his 
thoughts very much. Finding it surpassed in ex- 
tent, in conveniency, and in whatever can be wish- 
ed, eitheV for the necessities or pleasures of life, all 
the other cities of the East, he resolved to make it 
the seat of his empire ; and for that purpose, was 
desirous of adding to it all the conveniencics and 
ornaments'pbssible. 

This city, as well as the country round about it, 
had suffered prodigiously by the breaking 6f the 
bank or dike of the Euphrates, at the head of the 
canal called Pallacopa. The river running out of its 
usual channel by this breach, overflowed the whole 
country ; and forcing its way perpetually, the breach 
grew at last so wide, that it would have cost almost 
as much to repair the bank, as the raising of it had 
done at first. So little water was left in the channel 
of the Euphrates about Babylon, that there was 
scarce depth enough for small boats, which conse- 
quently w'as of great prejudice to the city. 

Alexander undertook to remedy this, for which 
purpose he emb4rked upon the Euphrates, in order 
to take a view of the place. It w as on this occasion 
that he reproachet^, in & ludicrous, insulting tone of 
voice, the Magi and Chaldeans, who accompanied 
him, for the vanity of their predictions ; since not- 
withstanding the ill qjjjens' they had endeavoured 
to tenity him with (as if he had been a credulous 
woman) he however had entered Babylon, and was 
* Uhiis Pillao juveni nm sufficit orbis. Juv. 
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returned from it very safe. Attentive to nothing 
but the subject of iiis voyage, he went and viewed 
the breach, and gave the proper orders for repairing 
and restoring ft to its former condition. 

This desigi^ of Alexander merited the greatest ap- 
plause. Such works are truly worthy great princes, 
and give immortal hofiour to their name, since they 
are not the effect of a ridiculous vanity, but solely 
calculated for the public good. By the execution 
of this project, he would have recoverjed a wdiole 
province wdiich lay under water ; and have made the 
river more navigable, and consequently of grfater 
service to the Babylonians, by turning it all again 
into its channel as before. 

Tills work, after having been carried on the length 
of thirty furlongs (a league and a half) was stopped 
by difficulties owing to the nature of the soil ; and 
the death of this prince, which happened soon after, 
put an end to this*project, and severalbthers he had 
formed. A supreme cause, unknown to men, pre- 
vented its execution. Ti\e real obstacle to the 
success of it, was the curse which God had pro- 
nounced against this city ; an anathema which no 
human power could divert or retard. * “ I will cut 
“ off from Babylon the name and remnant,” had the 
Lord of hosts sworn above three hundred years be- 
fore : 1 w ill also make it a possession for the bit- 

“ tern, and pools of water; and I" will sveep it 
'' with the besom of destruction — "It shall never 
be inhabited, neither shall it be dw^elt in from ge- 
‘‘ neration to generation — neither shall the shep- 
herds make their fold there.** Heaven and earth 
would sooner have passed away, than Alexander’s 
design have been put in ex^cutiijn. No river was 
now' to How by Babylon ; the places round it wei c 
to be overflowed and changed into uninhabitable 
fens ; it was to be rendefed, Accessible, by the pro- 
digious quantities of mud and dirt; and the city, 
as well as the country about it, were to be covered 
* 1 ^. 1 . < )i, xiv. vcT. 2.3. ^ Chap. xiii. ver.20. 



OF ALEXANDER. 

with stagnated waters, which would make all access 
to it impracticable. * Thus it now lies ; and all 
things were to conspire to reduce it to tliis dejecterl 
state, in order that the prophecy might l)e com- 
pletely fulfilled; * “ For the Lord pf hosts hath 
‘^purposed, and who shall disannul itr And his 

hand is stretched out, anti who bhall tui’n it 
f‘back?” Nothing shews more evidently the 
strength and weight of this invincihle curse, than 
the effi)rts,of the most powert’ul prince that ever 
reigned ; a prince, the mosjt obstinate that ever was, 
witl» regard to the carrying on his projects; a 
prince, of w hose enterprises none had ever miscar- 
ried; and wdio failed in this only, though it did 
not seem so difficult as the res^t. 

Another design which Alexander meditated, anti 
had most, at heart, was the repairing the temple of 
Belus. Xerxes had demolished it on his return 
from Greece^ and it hud lain in ruins ever since. 
Alexander was resolved, not only to rebuild ‘it, but 
even to raise a much.^norc magnificent temple. 
Accordingly, he caused all tlie rubbish* to he re- 
moved ; and finding that the Alagi, to whose care 
lio had left this, went on but slowly, he made liis 
soldiers work. Notwithstanding ten thousand of 
them were daily employed at it, for two months 
successively, the work was not finislied at liie death 
of this*prince,‘so prodigious were its ruins. "" W hen 
it came to the turn of the Jewish soldiers who were 
in his army, to work as the rest luid done, tliev 
could not be prevailed upon to give their assistance ; 
blit excused thdnselves wdth saying, that as idolatry 
was forbidden by the tenets of their religion, thev 
therefore were noj allcAved to assist in building oj a 
temple, designed for idolatrous worship ; and ac- 
cordingly not one lent a hand on this occasion. 
They were punished jfgi; dJsobedicnce, but all to no ^ 

* Isa. ch. xiv. ver. 27 . 

Josephus contra Appion. lib. 1. cap. S. 

* See what is said on this subject in the history of (Vru^. 
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purpose ; so that, at last, Alexander admiring their 
constancy, discharged, and sent them home. This 
delicate resolution of the Jews is a lesson to many 
Christians, as it teaches them that they are not allow- 
ed to join or assist in the commission of an action 
that is contrary .to the law of God. 

One cannot forbear admiring the conduct of Pro- 
vidence on this occasion. God had broken to pieces,- 
by the hand of his * servant Cyrus, the idol Belus, 
the god who rivalled the Lord of Israel : he after- 
wards caused Xerxes to demolish his temple. These 
first blows which the Lord struck at Babylon were 
so many omens of its total ruin ; and it was as im- 
possible for Alexander to complete the re-building of 
this temple, as for Julian, some centuries after, to 
restore that of Jerusalem. 

Although Alexander employed himseT in the 
works above-mentioned, during his stay in Babylon, 
he spent the greatest part of his time in such plea- 
sures as that city afforded; and one would conclude, 
that the chief aim, both of his occupations and 
diversions, was to stupify himself, and to drive from 
his mind the melanch'oly and afflicting ideas of an 
impending death, with wmich he was threatened by 
all the predictions of the Magi and other sooth- 
sayers : for though in certain moments, he seemed 
not to regard the various notices which had been 
given him, he was however seriously affected with 
them inwardly ; and these gloomy reflections were 
for ever returning to his mind. They terrified him 
at last to such a degree, that whenever the most in- 
significant thing happened (if ever so little extraor- 
dinary and unusual) his ima^nationsw'elled it imme- 
diately to a prodigy, and icter^etad it in^d an unhap- 
py omen. The palace was now filled with sacrificers, 
with persons whose office was to perform expiations 
and purifications, and w’itb ^hers who pretended 
to see into futurity and prophesy things to come, 


* Con rives him this name in Isals!- 
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It was certainly a spectacle worthy a philosophic eye, 
to see a prince, at whose nod the world trembled, 
abandoned to tlie strongest terrors ; so true is it, says 
Plutarch, that it' the contempt of the gods, and the in- 
credulity which prompts us neither to fear nor be- 
lieve any thing, be a great misfortune*, superstition, 
W'hich enslaves the soul to Ihe most abject fears, 
the most ridiculous follies, is a misfortune no less 
to be dreaded, and no less fatal in its consei^uences. 
It is plain that God, by a just judgment, took a 
pleasure in degradhag, before the eyes of all nations, 
anc\in every age, ami in sinking lower than the con- 
dition of the vulgar, the man who had affected to set 
himself above human nature,* and equal himself to 
the. Deity. This prince had sought, in all his ac- 
tions, vain glory of conquest which men most 
a'hnire; and to Which they alfix, more than to any 
thing else^ the idea of grandeur: and God delivers 
liim'up to £^ridiculous superstition, which men of 
good sense and understanding despise mqft, and 
than which nothing can be more w'cak or groveling. 

Alexander was therefore forever solemnizingnew 
festivals and perpetually at pew banquets, in which 
he quaffed with Ihs usual intemperance. After hav- 
ing S[»C'nl a whole night in carousing, a second en- 
tertainment was proposed to him. He met accord- 
ingly, and there w^ere twenty guests at table. He 
drank ihc'health of every person in company, and 
then pledged them severally. After this calling for 
Hercules’s cup, which held six bottles, it vvas filled, 
when he poured it all down, drinking to a Macedo- 
nian of the cojnpany, -^'oteas by name, and after- 
wards pledged him again, in the same enormous 
bumper.' He had oq sooner swallowed than he 
fell upon Ihe flo6r.‘»-“ Here, then,” crfos *Seneca, 
(describing the fatal effects^f drunkenness) “is this 

* Akxandrum tot tot pralia, tot hirmes, per quasy victo 

temporum (ocorumque dijficultatc, transierat, tot Jluminn ex tguoto 
^adentiay tot maria tuturn dimiscrutU ; intemperantm bibcndict 
. illc Hcrculaneus acfutalis scyphus condidit* Senec. Epist. 83. 

. VOL, V. ^ 
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hero; invincible by all the toils of prodigious 
“ marches, by the dangers of sieges and combats, 
by the most violent ektremes of heat and cold; 
“ here he lies, conquered by his intemperance, and 
struc 4 c to the earth by the fatal cup of Hercules.” 
In this condition he was seized with a violent 
fever, and carried halfOead to his palace. The fever 
continued, though with some considerable intervals, 
in which he gave the necessary orders for the sailing 
of the fleet, and the maixhing of his land-forces, 
being persuaded he shouKSrsooq^pcover. But at 
last, finding hitnself pasf all hopes, and his vt^ice 
beginning to fail, he drew his ring from his finger, 
and gave it to PerdicCas, with orders to convey his 
corpse to the temple of Ammon. 

NotwithstaiTiding his great weakness, he how- 
ever struggled with death, and raising himself upon 
his elbow, presented his soldier&(to whom he could 
not refuse this last testimony of friendship) his 
dying hand to kiss. Aftes this, his principal cour- 
tiers asking to whom he left the empire; he answer- 
ed, To the most w'orthy -j’^^Mding, that he fore- 
saw the decision of. this would give occasion to 
strange funeral games after his decease.” And 
Perdiccas, enquiringfurtber at^vhat time they should 
pay him divine honours; he replied, When you 
are happy.” These were his last words, and soon 
after he expired. He was thirty-two years and 
eight months old, of which he had reigned twelve. 
He died in the middle of the spring, the first year 
of the CXIVth Olympiad. 

A. M. No one, say Plutarch and Arrian, suspected 
Anf J^C Alexander had been poisoned ; aqd yet it 

3*2j’, ' is at this time that such reports generally prevail. 
But the state of his body provM that he did not die 

* Quanqtjam violentia mdrbi^dilabelatur, in cubitum tamcn 
* dextram omnibus, qui earn* no^nger^ vellcnt, porrexit. 

Sluis autem, illam osadari non (mrreret, Jam fato oppressa, 
maximi cxerciids complexui, hummntatc qudm spiritu nividiorc, 
sr{fflcit f Val. Ma^. 1. Y, c* 1. 
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by that means; for all his chief officers disa^rreelng 
among themselves, the corp'se, though it lay quite 
neglected for several days in Babylon, which stands 
in a hot climate, did not show the least symptoms of 
putrefaction, The true poison which brought him 
to his end was wine, which has killecl many thou- 
sands besides Alexander. Ir was nevertheless be- 
lieved afterwards, that this prince had been poi- 
soned b}'^ the treachery of Antipater’s sons ; that 
Cassander^ the eldest of $|iem, brought the * poison 
from Greece; tl^t I0IS3, his ypqnger brother, 
tbr^jv the fatal draught into Ale5™]der s cup, of 
which he was the bearer; and that he cunningly 
chose tl^ time of the great feast mentioned before, 
in order that the prodigious quantity of w ine he then 
drank, might conceal the true cause'iof his death. 
Tiie state of Anti pater’s affairs, at that time, 
gave sotnfle grounds for this suspicion. He was 
persuaded that he had been recalled with no other 
view than to ruin him, |^cause of his mal admi- 
nistration during his vige- royalty ; and it was not 
altogether improbable, that he commanded his son 
to commit a crime, which* would save his own 
life, by taking aw^ay that of his sovereign. An un- 
doubted circurastnne# is, that he could never w^ash 
out this stain; and that as long as lie lived the Ma- 
cedonians detested liim as a traitor who had poi- 
sonecLtheir kftig. Aristotle was also suspected, but 
with no great foundation. 

Whether Alexander lost his life by poison or by 
excessive drinking, it is surprising to sec the predic- 
tion of the Magi and soothsayers, w' ith regard to his 
dying in Babylon, so exactly fulfilled. It is certain 

* It ra pretended that this prison was an extremely col(t 
water, which distils drop by drop* From a rock in Arcadia, 
called Nonacris. Very little of it falls; and it is so acnnjpr 
nious that it corrodes wbwt^ver vessel receives it, those excepted 
which are made of a mulcts hoof. We are told that it was 
brought for this horrid purpose from Greece to Babylon, iu a 
vessel of the latter sort, * 

X 2 
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and indisputable that'God has reserved to himself 
alone the knowledge of futurity; and if the sooth- 
sayers and oracles have sometimes foretold things 
which really came to pass, they could do it no other 
way than by their impious correspondence with de- 
vils, who by tlieir penetration and natural sagacity 
find out several metnods whereby they dive to a 
certain degree into futurity, with regard to ap-. 
preaching events ; and are enabled to make predic- 
tions, which though they appear above tlje reach of 
human understanding, ar^yetnot above that of mali- 
cious spirits of darkness. The knowledge *those^vil 
spirits have of all the circumstances which precede 
and lead to an event;‘the part they frequeittly bear 
in it, by inspiring sujch of the wicked as are given 
up to tliem, vs'ith the thoughts and desire of doing 
certain actions, and committing certain crimes ; an 
inspiration to which they are sure those wicked 
persons will consent : by these things, devils are 
enabled to foresee and foretel certain particulars. 
They, indeed, often mistal^e in their conjectures, 
but t Go]>also sometimes permits them to' succeed 
in them, in order to punish the impiety of those, 
who, in contradiction to his commands, enquire 
their fate of such lying spirits. 

The moment that Alexander’s death was know-n, 
the whole palace echoed with cries and groans. The 
vanquished bewailed him with as many tears as the 
victors. The grief for his death occasioning the 
remembrance of his many good qualities, all his 
faults were forgotten. The Persians declared him 
to have been the most just, the kiKrdest sovereign 
that ever reigned over them ; the Macedonians the 

C* 

* DtFmones perversis ( solent^ malrfacth suadere, de quorum 
morihws certi sunt qudd sint eis (alia madentihus consenauri. Sua- 
dent autem miris et invisibilibus modis, S. August, de Divinat. 
Daemon, p. 509. 

t Facile est et non incongruum*, ut^omnipotens et Justus ad 
eorum pasnam quibus ista prcedicuntur — occulto apparatu •ministe- 
riorum suorutn eiiam qnritibus talihus aliquid divinationis imper^ 
tifU. S. A^g. de Div. Qusest, ad SimpUc. 1. ii. Quaest. 
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best, the most valiant prince’in the universe; and 
all exclaimed against the gods for having enviously 
bereaved mankind of him in the flower of his age, 
and the height of his fortune. The Macedonians 
imagined they saw Alexander, with firm and in- 
trepid air, still lead them on to battle* besiege cities, 
climb walls, and reward sucn as had distiniiuished 
• themselves. They then reproached themselves for 
having refused him divine honours ; and confessed 
they had been ungratefi4,and impious, for bereaving 
hii^i of a name he so jusljy merited. 

After paying him this homage of veneration and 
tears, they turned their whole thoughts and reflec- 
tions olf themselves, and on the sad condition to 
•which they were reduced by Alexander’s deatli. They 
considered that they were on the farUier side (with 
respect to Macedonia) of the Euphrates, without a 
leader to'he.^d them ; and surrounded with enemies, 
who abhorred their new yoke.# As the king died 
without nominating his.wccessor, a dreadful futu- 
rity presented itself to.fheir imagination; and exhi- 
bited nothing hut divisions, civil wars, and a fatal 
necessity of still shedding tlreir blood, and of open- 
ing their former wounds, not to conquer Asia, but 
only to give a king to it; and to raise to the throne 
perhaps some mean officer or wicked wretch. 

This great moiM'ning was not confined merely to 
Babylon, bdt spread over all the province; and 
the news of it soon reached Darius’s mother. One 
of her grand-daughters was with her, still incon- 
solable for the death of liephsestion her husband, 
and the sight «f the public calamity recalled all her 
private woes. But Sysigambis bewailed the several 
misfortunes of lijer family; and this new affliction 
awaked the remembrance of all its former sjufter- 
ings. One would have thought that Darius was 
but just dead, and tliat: this unfortunate mother . 
solemnized the funeral of two sons at the same 
time. She wept the living no less than the dead : 

“ Who now,” would she say, “ will take care of my 
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daughters? where shall we find another Alex- 
ander?’* She would fancy she saw them again re- 
duced to a state of captivity, and that they had lost 
their kingdom a second time; but with this diftcr- 
ence, that now Alexander was gone they had no 
refuge left. At last slfe sunk under her grief. This 
princess, who had liorne with patience tUe death of 
her father, her husband, of fourscore ot her brothers,- 
who were murdered in one day by Ochus, and, 
to say all in one word, that of Darius iiG^r son, and 
the ruin ol her family; thoiigh she had, 1 say, Syub- 
rnitted patiently to all these losses, she however 
had not strength suffi,cient to support herself aiter 
the death of Alexander. She would not take any 
sustenance, and stai;ved herself to death, to avoid 
surviving this* last calamity. 

After Alexander’s death, great contentions arose 
among the Macedonians, about a[>pojntihg him a 
successor ; of whksh I shall give an account in its 
proper ‘place. After seven days spe nt in confu.sion 
and disputes, it was agreed.that Aridapiis, bastard 
brother to Alexander, should be declared king, and 
that in case Roxana, t\ho was eight months gone 
with child, should be delivered of a son, he should 
share the throne in conjunction with Aridaeus, and 
that Perdiccas should have the care of both ; for 
Aridaeus was an idiot, and warfted a guardian as 
much as a child. ‘ • 

The Egyptians and Chaldeans having embalmed 
the king’s corpse after their manner, Aridaeus was 
appointed to convey it to the temple of Jupiter- 
Ammon. " Two whole years were employed in pre- 
paring for this magnificent funeral, which made 
Olympias bewail the fate, of *her ^son, who having 
bad the ambition to rank himself among the gods, 
was so long deprived of burial; a privilege generally 
^ allowed to the nfeanest of mortals. 


• iEIian. I. xiii. c. 30 . 
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Sect. XIX. The judgment tchich me are to form 
f Alexander. ♦ 

♦ 

The reader would not be satined; if, after having 
given a detail of Alexander’s actions, I should not 
here take notice of the judgment which we are to 
forn] of lliein ; especially as authors have entirely 
diljbred in their opinions with regard to the merits 
of this prince. Some have applauded him with a 
kind ofifecstasy, as the model t)f a perfect hero, w hich 
opinion seems to be the most prevalent: others, on 
the contrary, have represented him in such colours 
as at least sully if not quite eclipse, the splendor of 
his victories. 

This diversity of sentiment denotes that of Alex- 
ander’s qualities ; and it must be confesjed, that 
good and evil, virtues and vices, were never more 
equally blended in arfy prince.* But this is not all; 
for Alexander appears very different, according to 
the times or circumstance in wliich we consiiler him, 
as Livy has very Justly observed. In the enquiry he 
makes concerning the fate of Alexander’s arms, 
supposing he had turned them towards Italy, he 
*j"di^covers •in him a kind of double Alexander; the 
one wise, temperate, judicious, brave, intrepid, but 
at the same time prudent and circumspect : the other 
immersed in all the wantonness of a haughty pro- 
sperity; vaii^ proud, arrogant, fiery ; softened by 
voluptuousness, abandoned to intemperance and ex- 

t 

* Luxurid, inSiBtria; cohiiatc, arrogantia; tmlis bonisque 
artihuft ruixtus* Tacit. 

+ Et loquiniur de Alexandra nandum merso secundis rebus, quo- 
rum nemo intoteratuior * Qui si ex^abitu neva fortunae, 7100^ 

vique, ut ita dicam, ingenii, quod sibi victor induerat, spectetur, 
Dario magis similU qudm Alexandro in Italiatn venisset, ei exer- 
citum Macedonia oblitum, degenerantcmqucjam in Persarum mores 
^aiduxUseU Liv. k ix. n. 18 . 
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ccssi^s; in a word, resembling Darius rather than 
Alexander^ and having made the Macedonians de- 
generate into all the vyr es of the Persians, by the 
new turn of mind, and the new manners he assumed 
after his conquests. 

I shall have an eye^to this plan in the account I 
am now to give of Alexander’s character, and shall 
consider it under two aspects, and in a manner, two 
aeras; first, from his \oiith till the battle ot Issiis, 
and the siege of Tyre, which lollowed saon after; 
and secondly from that victory to his death. The 
former will exhibit to us great qualities with few 
defects (accoiding to the idea the heathens had of 
these): the second will represent to us enormous 
vices ; and, notwitl^tanding the splendor ot so 
many victories, very little true and solid me» even 
with regard to warlike actions, a few halt es ex- 
cepted, in which he sustained his reputation. 

r * 

FIRST PART. 

» f. 

We are first to acknowledge and admire, in Alex- 
ander, a happy disposition, cultivated and improv ed 
by an excellent educatiorf!!^ He hud a great, noble, 
and generous soul. *’lle delighted in beneficence 
and liberality ; qualities he had acquired in his 
infant years. A young lad, wlioee business it was 
to gather up and throw the balls when be playtd at 
tennis, to whom he had given nothing, taught him 
a good lesson on that subject. As he always threw 
the ball to the other players, the king, with an angry 
air, cried to him, “ And am I theft to have no 
“ ball?'* ‘‘No, Sir,” replied the lad, “ydu do not 
“ ask me for it.” This w itty affd regdy answer gave 
great satistaction to the prince, who fell a laughing, 
and afterwards was very liberal to him. After this, 
%there was no oedtsion to excise him to acts of ge- 
aerosity; for he would be quite angry with such as 


Plut. m Alex. p. 6$7, 
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refused them at his hands. Finding Phocion con- 
tinue inflexible on this head, he told him by letter, 
that he ivould no longer be his friend, in case he 
refused to accept of his favours.*' 

Alexander, frotii his early years„as if he had 
been sensible of the mighty tibings to which he was 
born, endeavoured to shine on all occasions, and 
•appear superior to all others. No one was ever fired 
with so strong a love for glory; and it is well known, 
that ambition, which is considered by Christians, as 
a jsreat vice, was looker! ifpon by the heathens as a 
gretit virtue. It was that which made Alexander 
suppor^witli courage all tiietpilsand fatigues neces- 
sary for those who would distinguish themselves in 
the exercises both of body and mind. He was ac- 
customed very early to a soheri;i.hard, plain way of 
life, uncorrupted with luxury or delicacy of any 
kind ; a way of life highly advantageous to young 
soldiiTS. ^ • 

I do not know whether any prince in tKe w^orld 
had a nobler education than Alexander. He was 
very conversant in eloquence, poetry, polite learn- 
ing, the whole circle of arts,* and the most abstract- 
ed and most sublime sciences. How happy w as he 
in meeting vvith so great a prcccjitor ! None but an 
Aristotle was fit for an Alexander. I arn overjoyed 
to find the disciplfi pay so illustrious a testimony of 
respect to his master, by declaring he was more in- 
debted to him, in one sense, tlian to his father. A 
man who thinks and speaks in this manner, must 
be fully sensible of the great advantages of a good 
education. * 

The effects of this w^ere soon seen. Can w^e 
admire too mu$h tiTe great solidity and judgment 
which this young prince discovered in his con- 
versation with the Persian ambassadors ? his 
early wisdom, whilst in bis youth, he acted as* 
regent during his father’s absence, and pacified the 

feuds which had broken out in Macedonia? his 

$ 
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courage and bravery at the battle of Chserohea, in 
which he so gloriously distinguished himself? 

It is painful Jto me to see him wanting in respect 
to his father at a public banquet, and even employ- 
ing severe, insulting expressions on that occasion. 
It is true, indeed, that the affront which Philip put 
upon Olympias his mother, in divorcing her, trans- 
ported him in a manner out of himself ; but still no’ 
pretence, no injustice or violence, can either justify 
or excuse such usage to a father and a king. 

' He afterwards discdVered more moderation, 
when, on occasion of the insolent and seditious dis- 
courses held by his soldiers in an insurret^tion, he 
said, “ That nothing was more royal, than for a 
“ man to hearwithcailmness himself ill-spoken of, at 
“ the time hels doing good.” ’ It has been observed, 
that the great prince of Conde did not- think any 
thing more worthy of admiration in this conqueror, 
than the noble hadgbtiness with whfch he spoke to 
the rebellious soldiers, who refused to follow him: 
“ Go,” says he, “ungrateful, base wretches, and 
“ proclaim‘in your country.that you have abandoned 
“ your king among nations who will obey him better 
“ than you.” “Alexander (says that prince) aban- 
“ doned by his own troops among barbarians, who 
“ were not yet completely conquered, believes him- 
“self so worthy of commanding over others, that 
“ he did not think men could refuse to obey him. 
“ Whether he were in Europe or in Asia, among 
“ Greeks or Persians, it was the same to him. He 
“ fancied, that wherever he found men, he found 
“ subjects.” Alexander’s patience and moderation, 
which I took notice of at first, are no iSss worthy 
of admiration. » » 

The first years of his reign are perhaps the most 
glorious of liis life. That at twenty years of age he 
' should be able to appease the intestine feuds which 


f Pijit>iaAlex. p.688. 


s 3t. Emmond. 
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raged in the kingdom ; that he either crushed or sub- 
jected foreigii enemies, and those of the most for- 
midable kind: that he disarmed Greece, most of the 
nations xvhereoi iiad united against him ; and that 
in less than two vears he should hav^ enabled him- 
seli to execute securely tho.fe plans his father had 
so wi‘iely projected : ail this supposes a presence 
of 111 id, a strength of soul, a courage, an intre- 
pidity, liful, what is more than all, a consummate 
prudencet qualities which form the character of 
th^^ true hero. • 

Tliis character he supported in a wonderful man- 
ner, during the whole course ol his expedition 
against Darius, till the time mentioned by us, 
Plutarch very justly admires dthe bare plan of it, as 
the most heroic act that ever ^as. *116 formed it 
the very instant he ascended the throne, looking 
upon tms design, in some measure, as a part of 
what he inherited from his fattier. When scarce 
twenty years old, surrounded with dangers both 
within and without hk kingdom, finding his trea- 
sury drained and encumbered with deTrits, to the 
amount of two hundred * t&lents, which his father 
had contracted ; with an army greatly inferior in 
number to that of the Persians : in tliis condition, 
Alexander already turns bis eyes towards Babylon 
and Susa, and prtjposes no less a conquest than 
than that of so vast an empire. 

W as this the effect of the pride and rashness of 
youth? asks Plutarch. Certainly not ; replies that 
author. No man ever formed a warlike enterprise 
with so great *prepara lions, and such mighty suc- 
cours, byt\ hith I understand (continues Plutarch) 
magnanimity, piiudence, Jtemperance, and courage; 
preparations and aids, with which he was supplied 
by philosophy, which he had thoroughly studied ; so 
• • 

' Plut. de fortun. Alex. Orat. I. p. 327. 

* About thirty thousand pounds. , 
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that we may afBrm, tliat he was as much indebted 
for his conquest to the lessons of Aristotle his ma- 
ster, as to the instructions of Philip his father. 

We may add, that according to all the maxims 
of war, Alexander’s enterprise must naturally be 
successful. Such an %rmy as his, though not a very 
great one, consisting of Macedonians and Greeks, 
that is, of the best troops at that time in the world, 
trained up to war during a long course of years, 
inured to toils and dangers, formed by ajiappy ex- 
perience to all the exercises of sieges and batt^s, 
animated by the remembrance of their past victowes, 
by thehopesof an immense booty, and stillmore by 
their hereditary and irreconcileable hatred to the 
Persians; such troqps, 1 say, headed by Alex- 
ander, was almost sure of conquering an army, 
composed indeed of infinite numbers of men, but 
of few soldiers. ^ * 

The swiftness of# the execution was answerable to 
the wisdom of the project. After having gained the 
affections of all his generals a^d officers by an unpa- 
ralleled liberality; and of all his soldiers by an air of 
goodness, affability, and even familiarity, which, so 
far from debasing the majesty of a prince, adds to 
the respect which is paid him such a zeal and ten- 
derness as is proof against all things : after this, I 
say, the next thing to be done, was to astonish his 
enemies by bold enterprises, to terrify' them by ex- 
amples of severity; and, lastly, to win them by acts 
of humanity and clemency. He succeeded w onder- 
fully in these. The passage of the Granicus, fol- 
lowed by a famous victory; the two crfebra ted sieges 
of Miletus and Halicarnassus, she wed to Asia ayoung 
conqueror, to whom no part 6f myitary knowledge 
was unknown. The razing of the latter city to the 
very foundations, spread an universal terror ; but 
the allowing the enjoymeitt of their liberties and an- 
cient laws to all those who submitted cheerfully, 
made the world believe that the conqueror had no 
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Other view than to nnake nations happy, and to pro- 
cure them an easy and lasting peace. 

His impatience to bathe himself^ when covered 
with sweat, in the river Cydnus, might be looked 
upon as a giddy, juvenile action, unworthy of bis 
dignity ; but we must not ^tidge of it from the 
manners of the present age. The ancients, all 
whose exercises had a reference to those of war, ac- 
customed themsdves early to bathing and swimming. 

It is w’ell. known, that in Rome, the sons of the 
noJ,)ility, after having heated themselves in the 
military exercises of the Campus Martius, in run- 
ning, w'jfestling, and hurling the javelin, used to 
plunge^'into the Tyber, which runs by that city. 
By these means they enablec] themselves to pass 
rivers and lakes in an enemy’s country : for those 
are never crossed, but after painful marches, and 
after having^ been long exposed to the sun-bcams, 
which, with the weight of the seldiers’ arms, must 
necessarily make them sweat. Hence vfe may 
apologise for Alexanjler’s bathing himself, which 
had like to have been fatal to him ; especially as 
he might not know that the waters of this river 
were so excessively cold. 

The two battles of Issus and Arbela, with the 
siege of Tyre, one of the most famous of antiquity, 
completed the proef that Alexander possessd all the 
qualities which form the great soldier ; as skill in 
making choice of a field of battle ; such a presence 
of mind in the heat of action, ai^is necessary for the 
giving out proper orders ; a courage and bravery, 
which the modi evident dangers served only to ani- 
mate; an impetuous activit}', tempered and guided 
by such a prudent restraint, as will not suffer the 
hero to be carried aw'ay by an indiscreet ardour ; 
lastly, such a resolution and constancy, as is neither 
disconcerted by unforeseen obstacles, nor dis- • 
couraged by difficulties, though seemingly insur- 
mountable, and which knows no other limits or 
end but victory. * 
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Historians have observed a great* difference be- 
tween Alexander and his father, in their mapner of 
making war. Stratageai, and even knavery, were 
the prevailing aVts of Philip, who always acted se- 
cretly, and in the dark ; but his son pursued his 
schemes with more ca|,idour, and without disguise. 
The one (endeavoured to deceive hisenetnies by cun- 
ning, the other to subdue them by force. The 
former discovered more art, the latter- more mag- 
nanimity. * Philip did not look upon any, methods, 
which conduce to conqqpst, as ignominious ; bqt 
Alexander could never prevail upon himself to em- 
ploy treachery. He, indeed, endeavoured to draw 
over the ablest of alPDarius’s generals ; out then 
he employed honourable means. When he march- 
ed near Memnon’s lands, he commanded iiis sol- 
diers, under the severest penalties, not to make the 
least havoc in them. His design, by this* conduct, 
was either to gain him over to his side, or to make 
the Persians suspect his fidelity. * Memnon also 
prided himself in behaving ^hh generosity towards 
Alexander*; and hearing a soldier speak ill of that 
prince : “ I did not take thee into my pay,” says 
that general, striking him with bis javelin, “ to 
“ speak injuriously of that prince, but to fight 
“ against him.” 

The circumstance which raises Alexander above 
most conquerors, and, as it were, above himself, is 
the use he made of victory after the battle of fssus. 
Tlris is the most beautiful incident in bis life ; is 
the point of view in which it is his interest to 
be considered, and in which it is impossible for 
him not to appear truly great. By the victory of 
Issus, he had possessed himself, not indeed of jDa- 


* Pausan. 1 . Til. p. 4.15. . • < Plut. in Apopfa. p. 174. 

* Vincvndi ratio utrique diversa.' 'Hie aperte, ille artibmbella 
tractabat. Deceptis Ule gaudere hostibus, hie patdmjusis. Pru- 
derUior ille consilio, hie animo magnijiceniior — ... Nulla apud 
Pldlippum furpii ratio tincendi. Justin, lib. ix. cap. 8. 
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rius’s person, but of his empire. Not only Sysigam- 
bis, that king’s mother, was his captive, but a4so his 
wife and daughters, princesses whose beauty was not 
to be paralleled in all Asia. — "Alexander was in the 
bloom of life, a conqueror, free, and not yet en- 
gaged in the bands of marri^e, as an author ob- 
serves of the first Scipio Africanus, on a like occa- 
sion : nevertheless, his camp was, to those prin- 
cesses, a sacred asylum, or rather a temple, in which 
their chastjty was secured, as under the guard of 
virtue itself^ and so highly^revered, that Darius, in 
his*§xpiring moments, hearing the kind treatment 
they had^net with, could not forbear lifting up his 
dyin^ hands towards heaven, and wishing success to 
so wise and generous a conqperor, who governed 
his passions so absolutely. » 

In the enumeration of Alexander’s good qualities, 
I must not omit one rarely found among the great, 
and which nevertheless does hoaour to human na- 
ture, and makes life happy : this is, his bdng in- 
formed by a soul capajile of a friendship, tender, 
unreserved, active, constant, void of pride and 
arrogance, in so exalted a fortune, which generally 
considers it ^ alone, makes its grandeur consist in 
humbling all around it, and is better pleased with 
servile wretches, than with frank, sincere friends. 

Alexander endeared himself to his officers and 
soldiers ; treated them with the greatest familiarity ; 
admitted them to his table, bis exercises, and con- 
versations ; was truly concerned for them when in- 
volved in any calamity, grieved for them when sick, 
rejoiced at their recovery, and was interested in 
whatever befel them. We have examples of this in 
Hephaestion, in Ptolefny, in Craterus, and many 
others. A prince of real* merit loses none of his 
dignity by such a familiarity and condescension ; 
but, on the contrary, is mol e beloved and respected 
upon that very account. Every man of a tall 

“ Etjuvpnis, ct cakbs, et victor. Val.Max. 1. /r. c. 3. 
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Stature, does not scruple to put himself upon a 
level with the rest of mankind, well knowing that 
he shall over-top them all. It is the interest of 
truly diminutive persons alone not to vie in stature 
with the tall, nor to appear in a crowd. 

Alexander wasdea^to others, because they were 
sensible he was beforehand with them in affection. 
This circumstance, made the soldiers strongly desir- 
ous to please him, and fired them with intrepidity ; 
hence they were always ready to execute all his 
orders, though attended vjfith the greatest difficulties 
and dangers ; this made them submit patiently to 
the severest hardships, and threw themynto the 
deepest affliction, whenever they happened<»to give 
him any room for di^scontent. 

In the picture which has hitherto been given of 
Alexander, what was wanting to complete his glory? 
Military virtue has been exhibited in its utmost 
splendor : goodness, clemency, moderation, and 
wisdom, have crowned it, and added such a lustre, 
as greatly enhances its v^lue. Let us suppose, 
that Alexander, at this juncture, to secure his 
glory and his victories, stops short in his career ; 
that he himself checks his ambition, and raises 
Darius to the throne with the same hand that had 
disposessed him of it; makes Asia Minor, in- 
habited chiefly by Greeks, free ^nd independent of 
Persia : that he declares himself protector#of all 
the cities and states of 'Greece, in no other view than 
to secure them their liberties, and the enjoyment of 
their respective laws and customs ; that he after- 
wards returns to Macedon, and there, contented 
with the lawTul bounds of his empire, makes all his 
glory and delight consist im’ rendering his people 
happy, in procuring for them abundance of all 
things, in seeing the laws put in execution, and 
making justice flourish; ‘in causing virtue to be had 
in honour, and endearing liimself to his subjects : 
in fine, that now become, by the terror of his arms, 
and much more so by the "fame of his virtues, the 
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admiration of the whole would, he sees himself, in 
some measure, the arbiter of all nations, and exer- 
cises, over the minds of men, such an empire, as 
is infinitely more lasting and honourable than tliat 
which is founded on fear only: supposing all this to 
have ha|)pened, would ever any priyce have been 
as great, as glorious, as revdi’ed as Alexander: 

To adopt such a resolution, a greatness of soul, 
• and a most refined taste for true glory, are re- 
quired, such as is seldom met with in history. Men 
generally *<10 not * consider that the glory which 
at>C!nds the most shining Conquests, is greatly infe- 
rioi*to the reputation of a prince, w ho has despised 
and tra lf^plcd upon arnbilioy, and known how to 
give hounds to universal power. But Alexander 
was far from possessing these happy qualities. Ilis 
uninterrupted felicity, that never exf^erienced ad- 
verse fortune, intoxicated and changed him to such 
a degrees* that he no longer appeared the same 
man ; and I do not remember that ever the poison 
of prosperity had a more sudden or more forcible 
effect than iqion him.** 


SECOND TART. 

From the siege gf Tyre, which was soon after the 
battle of Issifs, in whicii Alexander displayed all the 
courage and abilities of a great warrior, wa see the 
virtues and noble qualities of this prince degenera te 
on a sudden, and make way for the grossest vices 
and most brutapl passions. If we sometimes, through 
the excesses to which he abandons himself, perceive 
some bright rays of lAimauity, gentleness, and mo- 
deration, these are the effects of a liappy natural 

* Scis uhi vera principis, uhi»seTnpit€ma xii gloria — Af cm, et ^ 
statuas, aras etiavi templ(upi(? deynoUtuv ct ohscurat ohJnno ; con^ 
trd, cojilumptor ambit imis, et infinitcc polenticr dormtor aefranator 
anmiis ipsa vetustate Jiorescit, Piin. in Pan. Trajan. 

VOL. V. V 
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disposition, which, though not quite extinguished 
by vice, is however governed by it. 

Was ever enterprise more wild and extravagant 
than that of crossing the sandy deserts of Libya ; of 
exposing his army to the danger of perishing with 
thirst and fatigue ; of interrupting the course of his 
victories, and giving Ifis enemy time to raise a new 
army, merely for the sake of marching so far, in 
order to get himself named the son of Jupiter Am- 
mon ; and purchase, at so dear a rate, a title which 
could only render him contemptible? • 

^ How mean was it in J\lexander, to omit always 
in his letters, after Darius’s defeat, the Greek w6rd, 
which signifies healthy* except in those he^wrote to 
Phocion and Antipatcr! As if this title, because 
employed by other Hnen, could have degraded a 
king, wlio is ‘obliged by his office to procure, at 
least to wish, all bis subjects the enjoymqrit of the 
felicity implied by that word. ' 

Of all vices, nohe is so grovelling, none so un- 
worthy, iiot only of a [u ince, but of a man of ho- 
nour, as drunkenness ; its buve name is intolerable, 
and strikes us with horror. How infamous a plea- 
sure is it, to spend wliule clays and nights in ca- 
rousing, to continue these excesses for weeks toge- 
ther ; to pride one’s self in exceeding other men in 
inteinperance, and to endanger one’s life in no other 
view than to gain such a victorjT! Ncit to mention 
the infamous enormities that attend these debauches, 
how shocking it is to lifear the frantic discourses of 
a son, who, intoxicated with the fumes of wine, 
industriously strives to defame his father, to sully 
his glory, and, lost to all shame, samples not to 
prefer himself to him? Drunkenness is only the 
occasion, not the cause, of these excesses. It be- 
trays the sentiments of the heart, but docs not place 
theio there. Alexander, puffed up by his victories, 

• t 

^ Pint, in Plioc. p. 74.0, 
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greed}^ and insatiable of prafee, intoxicated with the 
mighty idea he entertained of his own merit, jealous 
of, or defcpisinjy all mankind, is able in his sober 
moments to conceal his sentiments*; but no sooner 
is be intoxicated, than he shews himself to be wliat 
he ready is. • 

MduU shall \vc say of his oarbarously murdering 
an old fricnrl ; who though indiscreet and rash, 
M as y('t his friend ? Of the death of the most honest 
man in ad his court, whose only crime was his re- 
fusing to pav him divine homage? Of the execu- 
tioji of two of Ids principal oflicers, who were con- 
demnecy though nothing could be proved against 
them, .an I on the slighteist sfispicions? 

I pass over a great many other vices, which Alex- 
ander, according to most hi^toriaiis^gave uito, and 
which are not to ijc Juslified : to speak of him, 
therefore, only as a vrarriorand a conqueror; qua- 
lities with Ycspf'ct to uliich he is geaierally consi- 
dered, an<l.v\liich have gained him tlie esteem of all 
ages and nations ; rdl wc r.ow have to do, is, to 
examine whether thisVsteem be so grounded 
as is generally supposed. . 

I have already oi^served, lliat, to the battle of 
Issus and the siege of 'I'\re inclusively, it cannot 
be denied but that Alexander was a great warrior 
and an illustriouj general. Rut yet 1 doubt very 
muah, whcriier, during these first years of ins ex- 
ploits, he ought to be set above his father Philip ; 
whose actions, though not so dazzling, are however 
as much applauded by good judges, and those of 
the military f^^'ofession. Piiilip, at his accession to 
the throne, found all things unsettled. Pie himself 
was obliged to lay Uie foundations of his own for- 
tune, and was fiot supported by the least foreign 
assistance. He alone raised himself to the pow er 
and grandeur to which he afterwards attained. He^ 
w as obliged to train TiR, not only his soldiers, but his 
officers ; to instruct tiiem in all the military exercises ; 
to inure them to the fatigues of w^ar; £ind to his 
. Y 2 
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care and abilities alone Macedonia owed the rise 
of the celebrated Phalanx, that is, of the best troops 
the world had then ever seen, and to which Alex- 
ander owed all* his conquests. How many obsta- 
cles stood in Philip’s way, before he could possess 
himself of the* power which Athens, Sparta, and 
Thebes, had successively exercised over Oreece! 
The Greeks, who were the bravest people in the 
universe, would not acknowledge him for their chief, 
till he acquired that title by wading through seas 
of blood, and by gaining numberless conq&ests over 
them. Thus w^e see, that the way w^as prepared 
for Alexander’s executing liis great design ;c^he pfan 
whereof, and most exoellcnt instructions rerative to 
it, had been laid down for him by his father. Now, 
will it not appear a mhch easier task, to subdue Asia 
with Grecian armies, than to subject the Greeks who 
had so often triumphed over Asia? 

But without carrying further the parallel of Alex- 
ander wjth Philip, which all, who do not consider 
heroes according to the number of provinces they 
have conquered, but by the Ifitrinsic value of their 
actions, must give in favour of the latter : what 
judgment are we to form of Alexander, after his tri- 
umph over Darius; and is it possible to propose 
him, during the latter part of his life, as a model 
worthy the imitation of those who aspire to the cha- 
racter of great soldiers and illustrrous c^mquerors? 

In this enquiry, I shall begin with that which is 
unanimously agreed, by all the writers on this sub- 
ject, to he the foundation of the solid glory of a 
iiero ; I mean the justice of the waj in w^hich he 
engages, without which he is not a conqueror and 
a hero, but an usurper and a rojbber. Alexander, in 
making Asia the seat of w ar, and turning his arms 
against Darius, had a plausible pretence for it; be- 
cause the Persians had bee/i in all ages, and were at 
that time, professed enemies^ to the Greeks, over 
whom he had been appointed generalissimo, and 
whose injyiies he therefore might think liimself 
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justly entitled to revenge. But tlicn, what right had 
Alexander over the great number ot nations, who 
did not know' even the name of Greece, and had 
never done him the least injury? The Scythian am- 
bassador spoke very judiciously, whon he addressed 
him in these words : “ What have we to do with 
“ thee? We never once set our feet in thy country. 
Are not tiiose who live in woods allowed to be 
ignorant of thee, and the place from whence 
thou edmest? Thou boastest, that the only de- 
^‘^>ign of thy marching is fo extirpate robbers ; thou 
“ tliyscljl art the greatest robber in the world. 
Thi:, is Alexander’s exact ciiaracter, in which there 
is nothing to be rejected. 

A pirate spoke to him to ifle samc^eflect, and in 
stronger terms. Alexander asked him what right 
lie liad 'to infest the seas r ‘‘ The same that thou 
‘‘ hast,” replied the [)irate with^a gencM'ous liberty, 
to infest the universe; but (jecanse I dg this in 
a small shi[), I am called a robber; and because 
thou actest tlie sarnCJ^part with a greaf fleet, thou 
‘‘ ai t entitled a conqueror.” This was a v\itty and 
just answer, says ^ St. Austin, who has preserved 
this small fragment of Cicero. 

If therefore it ought to be laid dow n as a maxim, 
and no reasonable man can doubt of its being so, 
tliat every ^^r, undertaken merely from views of 
ambition, is unjust; and that the prince wlio begins 
it is guilty of all the sad consequences, and all the 
blood shgd on that occasion : what idea ought we 
to lorm of Alexander’s last conquests? Was ever 
ambition more extravagant, or ratlier more furious, 
than that of this priijpe? Coming from a little spot 

s • 

y St. Aust. de Civ. Dei, 1. iv. c. iv. 

* Eleganter et veracitcr Aleaandro illi Magno comprehensus • 
pirata respondit. Nu77i cuni*idcmrex hoininem iiiten'ogd.ssci , quid 
ei vi demur ut mare huberet infestum; Hie, libera vontumacid : 
iduod tibi, inquit, ut orbem terrarum, Sed quia id e^o cxiguo 7 ia~ 
vigiofacio, Uitro vocor : quia tu magnd classt, impefator, Refeil 
Nonius Marc, ex Cicer, 3, de rep. 
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of ground ;* and forgetting the narrow limits of his 
paternal domains, after he has far extended his con- 
quests ; has subdued, not only the Persians, but 
also the Bactrians and Indians; has added kingdom 
to kingdom : after all this, I say, he still finds liim- 
self pent up; and determined to force, ii po>sil)lc, 
the barriers of nature, he endeavours to discover a 
new world, and docs not scruple to sacrifice millions 
of men to his ambition or curiosity. It is related 
tliat f Alexander, upon Anaxarchus the pliiioso- 
pher’s telling liim that theVe were an infinite num- 
ber of worlds, wept to think that it would he hn- 
possible for him to conquer them all, sinc^he had 
not yet conquered one. Is it wrong in :|: Seneca to 
compare these prctemled heroes, who have gained 
renown no otherwise than by the ruin of nations, 
to a conflagration and a flood, which lay waste and 
destroy all things; or to wild beasts^, uho live 
merely by blood add slaugliter? 

Alexander, § passionately fond of glory, of which 

• «, 

^ Agchai infdicern Alexandrian furor aliena (hta-^tandli et ad 

ignoLa mitubat Jam in \tnum regnum multa regna confcit : 

(or congessit) jam Qraci Peiwaquc cimdcin limoit: jam vtiain d 
jyario libera^, nationts jugnm accrpiurit. I lie tamcn^ ultra. Ovea* 
mini SoUniijue, iiidignatur ab HercuUs: Libeuqac re iaji.s rtuo- 
riam Jiectcre: ipsi natural znni parat — r/, ut iia dfcaai, mundl 
clamtra prrruinpit, Tania cst cuciias mam mm, ci tanla witiuriim 
suoriim oblivio, llle modo iguobilis aia^uli mm Kne contra"C7sid 
Dominust detcvJo fine terrarum, per sniini rediturus orhem, tnstis 
est. Senec. Epi'.!. & III). 

■[ Alexundro pcctaa InsaliabUc Jaudis, qui Anaxarcho — rnmane^ 
Tabiies Mimdas ase reftrenti ; lieu znc, inquit, mistrum, (wod ne 
tmo quideni adhve potilus sum ! Aiiga.sta komwi possestio ghritz 
fait, qua Deonan omnium domicilio sv fecit. Val. Max. lib. 
viii. caj). I k 

X Exitio gentium eJari, non nTtnofea fu^re pestes morUiliv.m, 
qudm inundatio — qudm con/lugruHo. Senec. Mat. Quatst. lib. 
iii. in Praefat. 

§ Homo gtoi ia deditiis, cujus qvc nntiiram nec modum noverai, 
* HercuUs vestigia sequens, ac ne ihi qh'idem rcsistens nbi Ida defe- 
cerant, Quid Uli (HevcuUj simile luibcbui vesanas adolescais, 
cui pro virtute erut J'ellx temeritus? Hercules mini T^ibi viat : or^ 
bem terrururr^ transivit, non concupiscendn, sed vindicando. ^nid 
vinceret malorum hostis, bonorum vindex, terrarum marisque pa» 
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he neither knew the nature noV jusi; hounds, prided 
himself upon treading in the steps of Hercules, and 
even in carrying his victorious arms farther than 
he. What rcseniblance was there/ says the same 
Seneca, between tliat Mise conqueror and this fran- 
tic youth, who mistook his syccessfid rashness for 
merit and virtue? Hercules, in his expeditions, made 
.no conquests for himself. He overran the universe 
as the subduer of monsters, tlie enemy of the 
wicked, th^ avenger of the good, and the restorer of 
pe^ce by land and sea. ^Alexander, on the con- 
trai;y, an unjust robber from his youth, a cruel 
ravager provinces, an infamous murderer of his 
friends^ makes Ins happincs^^ and glory consist in 
rendering himself formidahUi to all mortals, forget- 
ting that not only the tiercest animal.'i, but even the 
vilest, inake theinsclvcs feared by Llieir venom. 

But letiving this first consideration, which repre- 
rents conquerors to us as so ujany scourges sent 
by the wrath of Heaven into the world to* punish 
the sins of it, let us pjoceed to examine the later 
conquests of Alexander abstractedly in tljcmsclves, 
in order to sec what Judgment we are to form of 
them. 

It must be confessed that the actions of this 
prince diffuse a splendor that dazzles and astonishes 
the imagination, wjiich Is ever fond of the great and 
mar¥ellous.'^ His enthusiastic courage raises and 
transports all who read liis history, as it transported 
himself. But ought we to give tlie name of bravery 
and valour to a boldness that is equally blind, rash, 
and impetuou*; a boldness void of all rule, that w ill 
never listen to the voice of reason, and has no 
other guide than a senseless ardour for false glory, 
and a wild desire of distinguishing itself, at any 


cator ? At hie d pverltid latro, •gentimnque vastator, tarn ho^itium , 
peraicies qudm amicoi'um*qtii svmmum bonum tenon c,sse 

cunctis mortalibus; obliius, nonferocissima iantum sed ii'navL^si- 
ma quoque animalia timeri ob virus malum. Senec. de Bent f 

1. i. c. 13 . • 
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posed of SO many kih^s. Had he marched 
(says Livy) against tlie Romans, he would soon 
have iuund, that he was no longer combating 
‘‘ against a Daihis, who, encuinbcred with gold and 
purple, the vain equipage of his grandeur, and 
dragging after him multitude of women and 
“ eunuchs, came as a prey rather than as an enemy; 
and whom Alexander conquered without shed- 
ding niiich blood, and without wanting any other 
merit, lljau that of daring to despise , what was 
really contemptible. would have found Ita]y 
very diflerent from India, through which Jic 
marched in a riotous manner, liis army ffsnte stu- 
“ pified with wine; fftHticularly when he should 
“ have seen the forests of Apulia, tiie mountains of 
‘‘ Liicania, and the still recent footsteps of the de- 
feat of Alexander Iiis uncle, king of Epirus, who 
there lost liis life.” The historian adds; that he 
speaks of Alexand^^r, not yet depraved and cor- 
rupted by prosperit}^, whose subtle poison worked 
as strongly upon iiim, as upon any man that ever 
lived ; and he concludes, that being thus transform- 
ed, he would have appeared very difterent in Italy 
from what he had seemed hitherto. 

These reflections of Livy shew, that Alexander 
partly owed his victories to the weakness of Ids ene- 
mies ; and that, had he met with nations as cou- 
rageous, and as well inured to all the hardships of 
war as the Romans, and commanded by as able, 
experienced generals as those of Rome; bis vic- 
tories would not have been either so rapid, or so 
uninterrupted. Nevertheless these are the points 


* Non jam cum Dario rem cssc lilxissei, (ju§,n mvlitrum ac spa- 
donum ap)tcu iralieyitcm., inter purpurmu atque auruyn, (mcratum 
fortunes su(V apparatibns, prmdmn verius qndm hosfem, nihil aliud 
^ gudm bene ausus vami (.(■nlcmne'i c, incruentus dcvicit. Longe alius 
JlaliiTf gudm Indi v, per guam itmulVn\o a'^?nine comessabundvs 
incessit, visu^ ilii habitus essvt^ sahus Apulia; ac wontes Liicavos 
cementi, tt vestigia rcce>nia domestics cladis, uhi avunculus ejus 
nuper, Epiri Rex, Alexander absumptus craX, Liv. 1. ix. n. 17. 
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from which we are to judge of the merits of a con- 
queror. Hannibal and Scipio are considered as two 
of tiie greatest generals that ever lived, and for this 
reason : because both of them not only understood 
perfectly the military science, but their experience, 
tlicir abilities, their resolutiofi and ioiirage, were 
put to the trial, and set in the strongest light. Now, 
■should we give to either of them an unequal anta- 
gonist, one whose reputation is not answerable to 
theirs, wc •shall no longer have the same idea of 
thorn; and their victorieSf though supposed alike, 
appear longer with the same lustre, nor deserve 
the same a[)plause. 

Mankind are hut too apt to^bc dazzled by shining 
actions and a pompous exteriyr, and blindly aban- 
don themselves to prejudices of every kind. It 
cannot be denied that Alexander |.)Ossessecl very 
great qualiti^is ; but if we throw into the other scale 
his errors and vices, the presnMif)tuous * idea he 
entertained of his own merit, the high contwnpt he 
had for other iiK ii, notj^xcepting his ow n father ; his 
ardent thirst cd' praise and flattery; lii^ ridiculous 
notion of making lamself believed to he tlie son of 
Jnpilcr; of ascrii)iiig divinity to himself; of rccjuir- 
ing a free victorious people to .pay him a servile 
liumage, and prostrate themselves i;:;numinionsly 
before him ; bis abandoifing tiimself so &haiiKjfully 
to \\*ine; hi^ violent anger, wiiicli rises to brutal 
ferocity ; the unjust and barbarous execution of his 
bravest and most faitliful officers, and the murder 
ol his most wortliy friends in tlie midst of feasts 
and carousals* can any one, says Livy, believe, 
that all tliese in)[)erfections do not greatly sully the 


* Referre in tmito Rcs;e pi^ft mtperham wututioncm Tcstis, d 
sideratas humi jiiccntivni miuUiiiones, ctiam victis 
graves, nedum victordms; a siijjplicidy et inter vinum . -7 epii^ • 

las ccedas amicorum, et vmiiiattm cmeniicndo’ sthpis. 2i(id si vini 
amor in dies Jieret acrior ; ipiid si trux ac prafcitida ira: ( nee 
quiccfitum duhhm inter scriptores refero ) nullanc here danmn m* 
peratoriis x irtutibiis ducimus! Liv. 1, ix, 17. * 
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reputation Of a conqueror? But Alexander’s frantic 
ambition, which knows neither law nor limits; the 
rash intrepidity with which he braves dangers, with- 
out the least reason or necessity ; the weakness 
and ignorance of the nations (totally unskilled in 
war) against Whom Ifc fought : do not these ener- 
vate the reasons for which he is thought to have 
merited the surname of Great, and the title of- 
Heror I leave the decision of llie question to the 
prudence and equity of my reader. • 

As to inyseltj I am surprised to find that 'all 
orators who applaud a prince, never fail to compare 
him to Alexander. They fancy that when lie is once 
equalled to this king,*it is impossible tor paflegyric 
to soar higher : they cannot image to themselves 
anything morc august ; and think they have omitted 
the stroke whicli finishes the glory of a hero, should 
they not exalt him by this comparison.' In my 
opinion this denotes a false taste, a wrong turn of 
l\\\nV\n« ; and, \f I \n\«Vrl Vre aWowed to say U, 
a want of judgment, wliich,<pust naturally shock a 
reasoiiablennind. For, as Alexander was invested 
with supreme [)ower, he ought to have fulfilled the 
several duties of the sovereignly. Wc do not find 
that he possessed the first, tlie most essential, and 
most excellent virtues of a great prince, which are 
to be the tathcr, the guardian, aitci shepherd of his 
people ; to govern them by good lav^s ; to tliakc 
their trade, both by sea and land, flourish; to en- 
courage and irrotcct arts and sciences, to establish 
peace and plenty, and not sufler his subjects to be 
in any manner aggrieved or injured ; Vo maintain an 
agreeable harmony between all orders of the state, 
and make them conspire, m dbe proportion, to the 
public vrelfarc; to employ himself in doing justice 
to all his subjects, to bear their disputes, and re- 
• con6te them ; to considei* himself as the father of 
his people, as obliged to provide for all their neces- 
sities, and to procure them the several enjoyments 
of life. Now Ale.\ander, who almost a moment 
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after he ascended the throne deft Macedonia, and 
never returne(i back into it, did not endeavour at 
any of these things, which however are the chief 
and most substantial duties of a great prince. 

He seems possessed of such qualities only as are 
of the second rank, I mean t^osc of viar, and these 
are all extravagant ; are carried to the rashest and 
most odious excess, and to the extremes of folly 
and fury; whilst his kingdom is left a prey to the 
rapine and exactions of Antipater ; and all the con- 
quered provinces abandoned to the insatiable ava- 
rice of the governors, who carried their oppressions 
so far, thafc Alexander was forced to put them to 
death. Nor do his soldiers tippcar to be better 
regulated ; for these, after having plundered the 
wealth of the East, after the prmce ha^ given them 
the highest marks of his beneficence, grew so licen- 
tious, so disorderly, so debauched and abandoned 
to vices of every kind, that he was forced to pay 
lhe\v debts, by a largess of fifteen hundred, tbou- 

depraved their school !*^JOw pernicious tlje fi uit of 
their victories ! Is it doing honour to a prince : is 
it adorning his panegyric, to compare him with 
such a model? 

The Romans, indeed, seem to have held Alex- 
ander’s memory in great veneration ; but I very 
much^questioy whether in ihc virtuous ages of the 
commonwealth, he womd hav^ been considcaa d as 
so great a man. Cies n ’' seeing his statue in a tem- 
ple in Spain, during fiis government of liial remdry 
after his prmtorjhip, could not forhear groaning and 
sighing, when he cojicpanai tlie few ejorious aeiions 
achieved by himself, y ith tiic migiily cxpioiis of 
this conqueror. was .s^iid that Rompey, in one 
of his triumphs, appeared dressed in tlral king's 
surtout. Augustus pardoned the Alexiindriims, 
• • 

^ D o. . 1 .xxvil. p. 33 . App. de Dell. p. 2j3. 

^ion. 1. n , 1(1. I. lix. p. o63. 1(1. 1. jxxvji» p. S73. 
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for the sake of their founder. Caligula, in a cere- 
mony in which he assumed the character of a mighty 
conqueror, wore Alexander’s coat of mail. But no 
one carried hfs veneration for this monarch so far 
as Caracalla. He used the same kind of arms and 
goblets as thut prineg : he had a Macedonian pha- 
lanx in his army : he persecuted the Peripatetics, 
and would have burnt all the books of Aristotle 
their founder, because he was suspected to have 
conspired with those who poisoned Alexander. 

I believe that I may jjustly assert, that, if an im- 
partial person of good sense reads Plutarch’s lives 
of illustrious men with attention, theyhvill leave 
such a tacit and stremg injpression in his qiind, as 
will make him consider Alexander one of the least 
valuable ampng them. But how strong would the 
contrast be found, had we the lives of Epaniinon- 
das, of Hannibal and Scipio, the loss of •which can 
never be too much regretted ! HovC little would 
Alexander appear, set off with all his titles, and 
surrounded by all his conquests, even if considered 
in a military light, when cdTnpared to those heroes 
who w’ere truly great„ and worthy their exalted re- 
putation 1 


Sfxt. XX. Reflections on fh^ Persians, Greeks, 
a?id Macedoiiians, by Monsieur Jhssiiet, Bishop 
of Meau;i\ 

The reader will not be displeased with rny insert- 
ing here part of the admirable * rtjflections of the 
Bishop of Meaux, on the character and government 
of the Persians, Greeks^ aftd Macedonians, with 
whose history we have been engaged. 

The Greek nations, several of whom had at first 
lived under a monarchical form of government, 
having studied the arts of civil polity, imagined they 


* Distour^e on universal history. Part :ii. chap. 4. 
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were able to govern themselves, and most of their 
cities formed themselves into cominonMcalths. But 
the wise legislators, who arose in every country, as 
a Thales, a Pythagoras, a rittaciis,*a Lyciirgus, a 
Solon, and many others mentioned in history, pre- 
vented liberty from degenerating into licentiousness. 
Laws drawn up with great simplicity, and few in 
number, awed the people, held them in their duty, 
and made tliem all conspire to the general good of 
tlie country. 

The ide^ of liberty which such a conduct inspired, 
wsC^ wonderful. For tiie liberty which the Greeks 
figifl'ed t(-' themselves, was suhjcct to the law, that 
is, to reason itself, acknowk^lged as such by the 
whole nation. They would not let men rise to 
power among them. Magistrates, who '.vere feared 
during their oflice, became iiflerwards private men, 
and had tio authority but what l!ieircx})crience gave 
them. TheMaw was considei ed as their sovereign ; 
it was she vvho appointed inagHtrates, pre;>cril)cd 
the limits of their ])ower, and punished their mal- 
administration. TliC (lifdvantago of this government 
was, that the citizens bore so much t!u* greater love 
to their country, as all shared in the government 
of it; and as every iiulividual was capable of attain- 
ing its highest dignities. 

Tiie advantage which accrued to Greece from 
philosophy, v ith regard to the preservation ot its 
form of government, is incredible, d he greater 
freedom these nations enjoyed, the greater necessity 
there was. to settle the laws relating to manners 
and those of society, agreeable to reason and gcK>d 
sense. From Pytljagoras, Thales, Anaxagoras, 
Socrates, Archjtus, Plato, Xenoplion, Aristotle, 
and a mnltitudcjinore, ike Greeks received their 
noble precepts. 

But why should wc inqptioii phibsopliers only ‘ 
The wu'itings of even feixi poets, w hich w cre in every 
body’s hands, amused thcin very much, but instruct- 
ed them still more. Tiie most renowued oi eon- 
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querors considered Homer as a master, who taught 
him to govern wisely. This great poet instructed 
people, no less happily, in obedience, and the duties 
of a good citizen. 

When the Greeks, thus educated, saw the delicacy 
of the Asiatiqp; their dress and beauty, emulating 
that of women, they lield them in the utmost con- 
tempt. But their form of government, that had no 
other rule than their prince’s will, which took place 
of all laws, not excepting the most sacred, inspired 
them with horror ; and the barbarians we’re the most 
hateful of objects to Grdtece. • 

' The Greeks had imbibed this hatred ii(i the iliost 
early times, and it \'^s become almost natural to 
them. A circumstance which made them delight 
so much in Homei*’s poems, was his celebrating 
the advantages and, victories of Greece over Asia. 
On the side of Asia was Venus, that is tp say, the 
pleasures, the idle loves, and effeminacy : on that 
of Greece was Jlino, or in other words, gravity 
with conjugal affection. Mercury with eloquence, 
and Jupiter with wise policy. With the Asiatics 
was Mars, an impetuous and brutal deity, that is 
to say, war carried on with fury : with the Greeks 
Pallas, or, in other words, the science of war and 
valour, conducted by reason. The Grecians, from 
this time, had ever imagined, that understanding 
and true bravery were natural'as w^Il as peculiar 
to them. They could nbt bear the thoughts of 
Asia’s design to tonquer them ; and in bowing to 
this yoke, they would have thought they had sub- 
jected virtue to pleasure, the mind to the body, and 
true courage to brutal strength, which consisted 
merely in numbers. ^ 

The Greeks were strongly inspiasrl with these sen- 
timents, whenDarius, son of Hystaspes, and Xerxes, 
invaded them with armies so prodigiously^numerous 
as exceeds all belief. Tfie Persians found often, to 

^ Isocrates in Panegyr, 



OF ALEXANDER. 

• 

their cost, the great advantage which discipline has 
over multitudes and confusion ; and how greatly 
superior courage (when conducted by skill) is to a 
blind impetuosity. 

Persia, after having been so often conquered by 
the Greeks, had nothing to*do but io sow divisions 
among them; and the height to which conquest had 
• raised the latter, facilitated the design. ** As fear held 
them in the bands of union, victory and security dis- 
solved th«m. Having been always used to fight and 
conquer, they no sooner^believed that they had no 
longer aoy thing to fear from the power of the Per- 
sians, than they turned their ^rms against each other. 

Among the several republics of which Greece was 
composed, Athens and Lace(ia3mon were undoubt- 
edly the chief. These two great co*tnn:v)n wealths, 
whose rwanners and conduct were directly opposite, 
perplexed and incommoded one another, hi the com- 
mon design they had of subjecting all Greece: so 
that they were eternally at variance, and tflis more 
from a contrariety of tintefests, than an opposition 
of tempers and dispositions. 

The Grecian cities would not subject themselves 
to either : for, besides that every one of them desired 
to live free and independent, tliey were not pleased 
with the governinentof eitberof those two common- 
wealths. haVe shewn, in the course of this 

histoVy, that the Peloponnesian, and other wars, 

- were eitherowing to, or supported by, the reciprocal 
jealousy of Lacedaemon and Athens. But at the 
same time that this jealousy disturbed, it supfiorted 
Greece in sonfe measure ; and kept it from being 
dependent 6n either of those republics. 

The Persians #oon perceived this state and con- 
dition of Greece ; after which, the whole secret of 
their was to keep up these jealousies, and 

foment divisions. Lacedaemon, being the 

most ambitious, was the first that mad^ tliem en- 

* Plat, de Leg, 1. iii. 
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gage in the Grecian quarrels. The Persians took 
part in them, with a view of subjecting the whole 
nation ; and industrious to make the Greeks weaken 
one another, they only waited for the favourable 
instant to crush them altogether. 'Already the 
cities of Greece considered, in their wars, only the 
king of Persia ; whom they called the great king, or 
the king, by way of eminence, as if they already 
thought themselves his subjects. However, when 
Greece was upon the brink of slavery, and ready to 
fall into the hands of the barbarians, it was impcs* 
sible for the genius, the ancient spirit of the country, 
not to rouse and take_the alarm. Agesilaus, king 
of Lacedaemonia, made the Persians tremble in 
Asia Minor, and shewed that tliey might be hum- 
bled. Their weakness was still more evident by 
the glorious retreat of the ten thousand Greeks, 
who had followed the Younger Cyrus. , 

It was then that all Greece saw more plainly than 
ever, that it possessed an invincible body of soldiery, 
which was able to subdue allnations ; and that no- 
thing but its feuds and divisions could subject it to 
an enemy, who was too weak to resist it when 
united. 

Philip of Macedon, a prince whose abilities were 
equal to his valour, took so great advantage of the 
divisions which reigned between the .various cities 
and commonwealth, that though his kingdom was 
but small, yet, as it was united, and his power ab- 
solute, he at last, partly by artifice, and partly by 
stren^b, rose to greater power than any of the 
Grecian states, and obliged them all to march under 
his standards against the common ehimy. This 
was the state of Greece jvhen P^Iip lost his life, 
and Alexander his son succeeded to his kingdom, 
arid to the designs he had projected. 

The Macedonians, at hig ;iccession, were not 
only well disciplined and inured to toils, but trium- 

' . Plat, de Leg. l.iii. Isocrat. iu Paneg- 
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phant ; and become, by so many successes, almost 
as much superior to the other Greeks in valour and 
discipline, as the rest of the Greeks were superior 
to the Persians, and to such nations as resembled 
them. ^ ^ 

Darius, who reigned over Persia in Alexander’s 
time, was a just, brave, and generous prince; was 
beloved by his subjects, and wanted neither ^ood 
sense nor vigour, for the execution of his designs. 

But, if we\:ompare the two monarchs ; if we oppose 
thfe genius of Darius, to the penetrating sublime one 
of Alexander; the valourof theforrner, tothe mighty 
invinciblecourage (which obstacles animated) of the 
latter with that boundless desire which Alexander 
possessed, of augmenting hisglory, anejhis entire be- 
lief that all things ought to bond before him, as be- 
ing forn/ed by Providence superior to the rest of 
mortals; a belief with which he inspired not only 
his generals, but the meanest of his soldicKS, who 
thereby rose above difficulties, and even above 
themselves; the read^ will easily judge which of 
the monarchs was to be victorious. 

If to these considerations we add the advantages 
which the Greeks and Macedonians had over their 
enemies, it must be confessed, that it was impos- 
sible for the Persian empire to subsist any longer, 
when invadecj'by so great a hero, and by such in- 
vincible armies. And thus we discover, at one and 
the same time, the circumstance which ruined the 
empire of the Persians, and raised that of Alex- 
ander. ^ 

To smoot^i his way to victory, the Persians hap- 
pened to lose the only general who was able to make 
head against the Greeks, and this was Memnon^of 
Rhodes. So long as Alexander fought against this 
illustrious warrior, he might glory in having van- 
quished an enemy worthy of himself. But in the 
very infancy of a diversion, which began already to 
distract Greece, Memnon died, after whi^jh Alex- 
ander obliged all things to give way before him. 

z S! 
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This prjflce made his entrance into Babylon with 
a splendor and magnificence which had never been 
seen before ; afld, after having revenged Greece, 
after subduing, with incredible swiftness, all the 
nations subjecti to Per^a ; to secure his new empire 
on every side, or rather to satiate his ambition, and 
render bis name more famous than that of Bacchus, 
he marciied into India, and there extended his con- 
quests farther than tliat celebrated conqueror had 
done. But the monarchy whose iinpetubus career 
neither deserts, rivers, nor mountains could stdp, 
was obliged to yield to the murmurs of his' soldibrs, 
who called aloud for rsase and repose. 

Alexander returned to Babylon, dreaded and re- 
spected, not f«s a conqueror, but as a god. Never- 
theless, the formidable empire he had acquired, 
subsisted no longer than his life, which. Vas but 
short. At thirty-Jthree years of age, ‘in the midst 
of the grandest designs that ever man formed, and 
flushed with the surest hopes of success, he died 
before he had leisure to settle his affairs on a solid 
foundation; leaving behind him a brother, who was 
an idiot, and children very young, all incapable of 
supporting the weight of such a power. 

But the circumstance which proved most fatal to 
bis family and empire, was hw having taught the 
generals who survived him, to breativ? nothing but 
ambition and war. He foresaw the prodigious 
lengths they would go after his death. To curb 
their ambitious views, and for fear of mistaking in 
his conjectures, he did not dare tq name his suc- 
cessor, or the guardian of his children. He only 
foretold, that his friends worild solemnize his ob- 
sequies with bloody battles ; and* he expired in the 
■flower of his age, full of ttie sad images of the con- 
fusion which would follow bis death. 

And indeed, Macedonia,' the kingdom he in- 
herited, which his ancestors had governed during so 
many agr», was invaded on all sides, as a succession 
that was become vacant; and after being Ipng 
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exposed a prey to the strongest, was at last pos- 
sessed by another family, i'hus this great con- 
queror, the most renowned the world ever saw, 
was the last king of his family.’ Had he lived 
peaceably in Macedon, the greatness of his empire 
would not have proved a terwptatiomto his generals; 
and he would have left to his children the kingdom 
he inherited from his ancestors. But, rising to too 
exalted a height of power, he proved the destruc- 
tion of l^is posterity ; and such was the glorious 
fj;uit of all his conquest:^ 
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Sect. I. Tro&hles xvhich folloxved the death of 
Alexander, The partition of the pfovinccs 
among the generals, Aridceus elected king, 
Perdiccas appointed his guardian, and regent 
of the empire. 

In relating the death, .of Alexander the Great, I 
mentioned the many troubles and commotions that 
arose in the army on the first news of that event. 
All the troops in general, soldiers as well as officers, 
had their thoughts entirely takei;v up at first with 
the loss of a prince whom they lovedvas a fatlier, 
and reverenced almost as a god, and abandoned 
themselves without reserve to grief and tears. A 
mournful silence reigned at first throughout the 
camp ; but this was soon succeeded by dismal sighs 
and cries, w'hich spoke the true language of the 
heart, and in which that vain ostentation of sorrow, 
which is too often paid to Custom Ind decorum on 
such occasions,* had no share, 

, When the first impressions of grief had given 
place to reflection, they be^ah to consider, with 

* Passim silentia el gemitus; nihil qgmposiium in ostentation 
nem^ahius ihwrebant. Tacit. 
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the utmost consternation, the state in which the 
death of Alexander had left them. They found 
themselves at an infinite distance frpm their native 
country, and amidst a people lately subdued, so 
little accustomed to their new yoke, that they were 
hardly acquainted with thei^ present masters, and 
had not as yet had sufficient time to forget their 
• ancient laws, and that form of government under 
which they had always lived. What measures 
could be saken to keep a country of such vast ex- 
tent in subjection? how could it be possible to 
suppres9*those seditions and revolts which' would 
naturally break out on all sides in that decisive mo- 
ment?’ what expedients could be formed to restrain 
those troops within the limits of their duty, who 
had so long been habituated to complaints and mur- 
murs, and were commanded by chiefs, whose several 
views anS pretensions were so different ? 

The only remedy for these* various calamities 
seemed to consist in a speedy nomination oY a suc- 
cessor to Alexander ; and the troops, as well as the 
officers, and the whole Macedonian statej seemed at 
first to be very desirous of this expedient : and, in- 
deed, their common interest and security, with the 
preservation of their new conquests, amidst the 
barbarous nations that surrounded them, made it 
necessary for .then/ to consider this election as their 
first ‘and most important care, and to turn their 
thoughts to the choice of a person qualified to fill 
so arduous a station, and sustain the weight of it in 
such a manner as to be capable of maintaining ge- 
neral order aftd tranquillity. But it had already 
been written, ^ “ That the kingdom of Alexander 
“ should bedivid<gd and rqnt asunder after his death,” 
and that it should not be transmitted in the usual 
manner “ to his posterity.” No efforts of human 
wisdom could establish a sole successor to that 
prince. In vain did they deliberate, consult, and 

^ Dan.xi. 4. 
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decide; nothing coujd be executed contrary to the 
preordained event, or, at least, nothing short of it 
could possibly subsist, A superior and invisible 
‘ Power had already disposed of the kingdom, and 
divided it by an inevitable decree, as wdll be evident 
in the sequel, f The cfrcumstances of4his partition 
had been denounced near three centuries before this 
time ; the portions of it had already been assigned 
to different possessors, and nothing could frustrate 
that division, w hich was only to be deferred for a 
few” years. Till the arrival of that period, men in-f 
deed might raise commotions, an^l concert a variety 
of movements; but all their efforts would only tend 
to the accomplishmeift of what had been ordained 
hy the sovereign Marter of kingdoms, and of what 
had been foretold by his prophet. 

Alexander had a son by liarsina, and bad con- 
ferred the name of Hercules upon hiiq^ Roxana, 
anotherof his wives^ w as advanced in her pregnancy 
when that prince died. He had likewise a natural 
brother, called Aridaeus ; bi^t he would not upon 
his death- bed dispose of his dominions in favour of 
any heir;; for which reason this vast empire, which 
no longer had a master to sw ay it, became a source 
of competition and w^ars, as Alexander had plainly 
foreseen, when he declared, that his friends woiild 
celebrate his funeral with bloody battles. 

The division was augmented by flie equ^ality 
among the generals of the army, none of w horn was 
so superior to his colleagues, either by bii th or 
n^it, as to induce them to offer him the empire, 
au<i submit to his authority. The cav alry were de- 
sirous thjat Aridseus shc^uld succeed Alexander. 
Hisr understooding li^ad bee n'l^i paired ever since 
he bad heeo ailltctod in his infancy with a violent 
bpdiisp^osilion^ occasioned, as was pretended, by 
particular drink which been given him 
hy' Qly;ffipi!ajS> and which had disordered his sepses. 

• ffon erit — ncm siQhil^nJf^iet, Isai. 
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This ambitious princess bcmg apprehensive that 
the engaging qualities she discovered in Arideeus, 
would be so many obstacles to the greatnetss of 
liei son Alexander, thofjght it%xpedient to have 
recourse to the criminal precaution already men- 
tioned. The infantry had» declared against this 
prince, and were headed by Ptolemy, and other 
chiefs of great reputation, who began each to think 
of their own particular establishment. For a sudden 
revoluiioii liad taken place in the minds of these 
officers, and caused then^ to contemn the rank of 
private persons, and all dependency and subordina- 
tion, with a view of aspiring to sovereign power, 
which- had never employed their thoughts till then, 
and to which they never thought themselves qua- 
lified to pretend, before this conjuncture of affairs. 

^'The^e disputes, which engaged the minds of all 
parties, delved the interment ot Alexander for the 
space of seven days ; and, if we may credit some 
authors, the body continued uncorrupted *all that 
time. It was afterwarjls delivered to the Egyptians 
and Chaldeans, who embalmed it after*their man- 
ner : and Aridjeus, a different person from him I 
have already mentioned, was charged with the care 
of conveying it to Alexandria. 

After a variety of troubles and agitations had in- 
tervened, the principal officers assembled at a con- 
ference; w’lfereit w as unanimously concluded, that 
Aridaeus should be king, or rather, that be slrould 
invested with the shadow ef royalty. The in- 
firmity of njind, which ought to have excluded him 
from tlie threihe, was the very motive of their ad- 
vancing him to it, and united alt suffrages in his 
fav6urs. It fav^rett the hopes and pretensions of 
all the chiefs, and covered their designs. It was 
also agreed in this assembly, that if Roxana, who 
was then in the sixth or 'eighth month of her preg- • 
nancy, should have a son, he should be associated 
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with Aridseus in the throne. Perdiccas, to whom 
Alexander on his death-bed had left his ring, had 
the person of the prince consigned to his care 
as a guardian,' and was constituted regent of the 
kingdom. 

The same a;^semb1yi; whatever respect they might 
bear to the memory of Alexander, thought fit to 
annul some of his regulations, which would have been • 
destructive to the state, and have exhausted his trea- 
sury. He had given orders for six tenjples to be 
erected in particular cities^ which he had named, and 
had fixed the expences of each of these sAructures 
at five hundred talents, which .amount to five hun- 
dred thousand crowr*?. He had likewise ordered 
a pyramid to be raisgd over the tomb of his father 
Philip, whichf.was to be finished with a grandeur 
and magnificence equal to that in Egypt, esteemed 
one of the seven wonders of the world. 'He had 
likewise planned Qjther expences of the like kind, 
which vvere prudently revoked by the assembly. 

'Within a short time after these proceedings, 
Roxana was delivered of a'son, who was named 
Alexander, and acknowledged king, jointly with 
Aridteus. But neither of these princes possessed 
any thing moje than the name of royalty, as all au- 
thority was entirely lodged in the great lords and 
generals, who had divided the oprovinces among 
themselves. 

In. Europe; Thrace and the adjacent regions 
were consigned to Lysimachus ; and Macedonia, 
Epirus, and Greece, were allotted to Antipater and 
Craterus. *. 

*Tn Africa; Egypt and the other conquests of 
Alexander in Libya and Cyreaaica, were assigned 
to Ptolemy the son of Lagus, with that part of 
Arabia wliich borders on Egypt. The month of 
Thoth in the autumn is theepocha from whence the 

* Diod. 1. xviii. p. 587, 5SS. Justin. 1. xiii. c. 4-. Q. Curl. 
1.x. o. 10. . 
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years of the empire of the Landes in Egypt begin 
to be computed; though Ptolemy did not assume 
the title ofddng, in conjunction uith the other suc- 
cessors of Alexander, till about set^enteen years 
after this event. 

In the Lesser Asia; Lycia> Pampl^ylia, and the 
greater Phrygia, were given to Antigonus ; Caria, 
to Cassander; Lydia, to Menander; the lesser 
Plirygia, to Lconatus; Armenia, to Neoptolemus; 
Cappadoci^ and Paphlagonia, to Eumenes. These 
t wet provinces had never b^en completely subjected 
by tl^ Macedonians, and Ariarathes, king of Cappa- 
docia, continued to govern them as formerly ; Alex- 
ander having advanced with scimuch rapidity to his 
other conquests, as left him no jncliiiation to amuse 
himself with the entire reduction of tj^at province, 
contented himself with a slight submission. 

Syria atid Phoenicia fell to Laomedon ; one of the 
two Medias to Atropates, and Jthe other to Per- 
diccas. Persia was assigned to Peucestes; .Baby- 
lonia, to Archon; Mesopotamia, to Arcesilas; 
Parthia and Hyrcania, to Phratapheroes ; Bac- 
triana and Sogdiana, to Philip ; the other regions 
were divided among generals whose names are now 
but little known. 

Seleucus the Ison of Antiochus, was placed at the 
head of the cavalry of the allies, which was a post 
of great importance ; and Cassander, the son of 
Antipater, commanded the companies of guards. 

The Upper Asia, w^bich extends almost to India, 
and even India also, were left in tlie possession of 
those who had* been appointed governors of those 
countries by Alexander. ^ 

The same dis|)ositoon generally prevailed in all 
the provinces I have alre*ady mentioned and it is 
in this sense that most interpreters explain that pas- 
sage in the Maccabees, which declares, that Alex- 
ander, having assem&led the great men of his court 
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who had been bred 'op with him, divided his kin^> 
dom among them in bis life-time. And indeed it 
was very probable, that this prince, when he saw 
his death approaching, and had no inclination to 
nominate a sole successor himself, was contented 
with conhrm^ng each of his officers in the govern- 
Bients he had formerly assigned them ; which is 
sufficient to authorize the declaration of the Mac-i 
cabees, “ That he divided his kingdom amongst 
“• them whilst he was living.” ^ 

This partition was onjy the work of man, and its 
duration was but short. That Being, lid^o r(;igns 
alone, and is the only King of Ages, had decreed a 
different distributiom He had assigned to each his 
portion, and marked out its boundaries and extent, 
and his disposition alone was to subsist. 

The partition concluded upon in the ^assembly 
was the source of various divisions and wars, as wdll 
be evident in the series of this history, each of 
these governors claiming the exercise of an inde- 
pendent and sovereign powder in his particular pro- 
vince. ^Tbey however paid that veneration to the 
memory of Alexander^ as not to assume the title of 
king, till all the race of that monarch, who had been 
placed upon, the throne, were extinct. 

Among the governors of the provinces I have 
mentioned, some distinguished themselves more 
than others by their reputation, merit, and cabals; 
and formed different parties, to which the others 
adhered, agreeably to their particular views, either 
of interest or ambition. For it is not to be ima- 
mned that the resolutions, which arO formed in con- 
junctures of this nature, are much influenced by a 
devotjon to the public good. * 

“Enmenes most, however, be excepted: for he 
imdottbtedly was the most virtuous man among all 
the governors, and had nO superior in true bravery. 

^ Justin. 1. XV. c. 2. 

Plut» Eumen. p, 583. Corn. Ncp, in £umen. c. 1. 
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He was^always firm in the interest of the two kings, 
from a principle of true probity. He was a native 
of Cardia, a city of Thrace, and his birth was but 
obscure. Philip, who had observed'cxcellent qua- 
lities in him in his youth, kept him near his own 
person in the quality of secretary, anda'eposed great 
confidence in him. He was equally esteem^ by 
Alexander, who treated him with extraordinary 
marks of his favour, fiarsina, the first lady for 
whom thisf rince had entertained a passion in Asia, 
and by whom he had a son named Hercules, had a 
sister of the same name with her own, and the king 
gave her in marriage to Eumenes.* We shall see 
by the'event that this prudent favourite conducted 
himself in such a manner as .^stly entitled him to 
the favour of those two princes, even after their 
death ; and all his sentiments and actions will make 
it evident tl^Rt a man may be a plebeian by birfib, 
and yet very noble by disposition. 

“I have already intimated, that Sysigambis, who 
had patiently supported the death of her father, hus- 
band, and son, could not survive the loss of Alex- 
ander. * The death of this* princess was soon fol- 
lowed by that of the two grand-daughters, Statira, 
the daughter of Alexander, and Drypctis the relict 
of Hepheestion. Roxana, who was apprehensive 
lest Statira should be pregnant by Alexander as 
weir as heidllf, and that the birth of a prince would 
fhistrate the measures which had been taken to se- 
cure the succession to the son she hoped to have, 
prevailed upon the two sisters to visit her, and se- 
cretly destroyed them in conrert with Perdiccas, 
her only confidant in that impious proceeding. 

It is now titpp Xx? enter upon a detail of those 
actions that were perfiormed by the successors of 
Alexander. I shall therefore begin with the defec- 
tion of the Greeks U) y(fper Asia, and wkh the war • 

Q. Curt. 1. X. c. 5. ® Plot, in Alex. 

* Arrian assign ium aaolber wife. I. vn. ps 278. . . 
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which Antipater had to sustain against Greece; be- 
cause those transactions are most detached, and in 
a manner distinct, from the other events. 


Sect. II. The reoolt of the Greeks in Upper Asia. 

The impressions occasioned by the news of Alex- 
- under' s death at Athens. The expedition of An- 
tipater into Greese. He is first defeated, and 
afterwards victoriousa Makes himself master 
of Athens, and Imoes a garrison there. The 
flight and death (f Demosthenes. 

A. M. The Greeks, ’’whom Alexander had established, 
Anf J* C ^*'**^'” ^ colonies, in the provinces of Upper 

323. * Asia, continued with reluctancein those settlements, 
because they did not experience that defight and 
satisfaction with which they had flattered themselves, 
and had long cherished an ardent desire of returning 
into their own country. They had not how'ever 
dared to discover their uneasiness whilst Alexander 
was living, but the- moment they received intelli- 
gence of his death, they openly declared their inten- 
tions. Ti|^.armed twenty thousand foot, all war- 
like and experienced soldiers, with three thousand 
horse ; and having plai^d Philo at their head, they 
prepared for their departure, without taking c 6 un- 
sel, or receiving orders from any but themselves, as 
if they had bee^ subject to no authority, and no 
longer acknowle^ed any superior. 

Perdiccas, who foresaw the consequences of such 
an enterprise, at a time when every thing was in 
motion, and when the troops, a^elj as tieir officers, 
breathed nothing but independence, sent Pitbon to 
oppose them. 

The merit of this officer was acknowledged by 
all; and he willingly charged himself with this com- 

> f Diod. I. zviiLp.£9b 592. 
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mission, in expectation of gaining over those G reeks^ 
and of procuring himself some considerable esta- 
blishment in Upper Asia bytheirmeans. Perdiccas, 
being acquainted with his design, gave a very sur- 
prising order to the Macedonians whom he sent with 
that general, which was to cxt(?rminate»the revolters 
entirely. Pithon, on his arrival, brought over, by 
money, three thousand Greeks, who turned their 
backs in the battle, and were the occasion of his ob- 
taining a complete victory. The vanquished troops 
surrendered, bat made the preservation of tbeirlives 
and liberties the condition of their submitting to the 
conqueror. This was exactly agreeable to Pithon’s 
design, -but he was no longer miister of its execution . 
The Macedonians thinking it incumbent on them 
to accomplish the orders of Perdiccas, inhumanly 
slaughtered all the Greeks, without the least regard 
to the terms t^hey had granted them. Pithon being 
thus defeated in his views, returrKjd with his Mace- 
donians to Perdiccas. * 

‘^This expedition wa^jsoon succeeded by the Gre- 
cian war- ' The news of Alexander’s death being 
brought to Athens, had excited great rumours, and 
occasioned a joy that was almost universal. The 
people, who had long sustained with r^fl^tance the 
yoke which the Macedonians had imposed on 
Greece, made liberty the subject of all their dis- 
course : thejTbreathed nothing but war, and aban- 
doned themselves to all the extravagant emotions of 
a senseless and excessive joy. Pbpeion, who was 
a person of wisdom and moderation, and doubted 
the truth of thd intelligence they had received, en- 
deavoured to calm the turbulency of their minds, 
and to checkfteseimjjfetuous sallies, which rendered 
them incapable of counsefand sedate reflection. As 
the generality of the oralors, notwithstanding all his 
remonstrances, exclaimed* that the news was true, 
and that Alexander was certainly dead, Phocion 


t prut, in Phif . p.75l, 752. 
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rogo Up, aud expressed himself in this manner : If 
he be re^y dead to-day, he will likewise be so 
to-raornow and the next day, so that we shall have 
time enough to deliberate in a calm manner, 
and ^th greater security^” 

Leostheues, who \^as the first that published this 
account at Athens, was continually haranguing the 
people with excessive arrogance and vanity, Pho- 
cion, who was tired with his speephes, said to him, 
“ Young man, your discourse resemblesj:he cypress, 
“ which is tall and spreading, but bears no fruit/' 
He gave great offence, by opposing the iuclinaj.ions 
of the people in so strenuous a manner, and Hype- 
rides rising up, asked him this question : ‘‘ When 
would you advise the Athenians to make w ar ?” 
— As soon (replied Phocion) as I see the young 
men firmly resolved to observe a strict 4iscipline ; 
the rich disposed to contribute, according to their 
‘‘ abilities, to theiCxpence of a war; and when the 
“ orators no longer rob the public/* 

All the remonstrances of Phocion were ineffectual : 
a war was resolved upon, and a deputation agreed 
to be sent to all the stales of Greece, to engage their 
accessioii to the league. This is the war in w hich 
all the Greeks, exce|>t the Thebans, united to 
maintain the liberty of tbeir country, under the con- 
duct of Leosthenes, against Artfipater; and it was 
called the Lamian war, from the name of a city 
where the latter w as defeated in the first battle. 

' Demosthenes, who was then in exile at Megara, 
but who amidst his nttsfortunes always retained an 
ardent zeal for the interest of his ci^untrj^ aini the 
defence of the common liberty, joined himself with 
the Athenian aepb^ssadors sc^it into ||l^O{^nnesus, 
and having seconded their remonstrances in a won- 
derful manner by the force of jhis eloquence, he en- 
gaged i^cy on, Argos, Corinth, and the other cities 
of Pi^O{mnliesus, to accede’ to tlie league. 

' Pi«t in Bemosth. ' Justifirl. xiii. c.S, 
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The Athenians, struck with admiration at a zeal 
so noble and generous, immediately passed a de- 
cree to recall him from banishment. A galley with 
three ranks of oars was dispatched to him at Angi- 
na; and, when he entered the port of Piraeus, all 
the magistrates and priests atlvanced out of the city, 
and all the citizens crowded to meet that illustrious 
exile, and received him with the utmost demonstra- 
tions of affection and joy, blended at the same time 
with an airf- of sorrow and repentance, for the injury 
ti>ey had done him. Demosthenes was sensibly af- 
fected mth the extraordinary honours that were ren- 
dered him ; and whilst he returned as it were in tri- 
umph* to his country, amidst the acclamations .of 
tlie people, he lifted up his haftds towards heaven to 
thank the gods for so illustrious a fTrotection, and 
congratulated himself on beholding a day more glo- 
rious to him^ than that had proved to Alcibiades, on 
w'hich he returned from his exile. For his fellow- 
cilizens received him from the pure effect 6f desire 
and good vvill ; where,as the reception of Alcibiades 
was not entirely voluntary, some compillsion being 
put upon their inclinations.* 

“ The generality of tliose who were far advanced 
in years, were extremely apprehensive the event 
of a war, which had been undertaken with too much 
precipitation, and*\vithout examining into the con- 
sequences with all the atterition and sedateness that 
an enterpri^of so much importance required. They 
were sensible also, that there was'^no necessity for 
declarin#^emselves so 'openly against the Mace- 
donians, ^hos^ veteran troops were very formida- 
ble; and the example of Thebes, w^hich was de- 
stroyed by s^me temerity of conduct, added to 
their consternation. But the orators, who derived 
their advantages from the distraction of the public 
affairs, and to whom, according the observation 
of Philip, war was. peaqe, and peace war, would 
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not allow the people time to deliberate maturely 
on the affairs proposed to their consideration, but 
drew them into their sentiments by a fallacious elo- 
quence, which presented them with nothing but 
scenes of future conquest and triumphs. 

Demosthenes and Phocion, who wanted neither 
zeal nor prudence, were of different sentiments on 
this occasion, which was no extraordinary circum- 
stance with respect to them. It is not my province 
to determine which of them had reason od his side : 
but, in such a perplexing -conjecture as this, there 
is nothing surprising in a contrariety of opinions, 
though the result of good intentions on both sides. 
Phocion’s scheme was?, perhaps, the most prudent, 
and that of Demosthenes the most glorious. 

Be that as it may, a considerable army was 
raised, and .a very numerous fleet fitted out. All 
tlie citizens who were under the age of forty, and 
capable of bearing arms, were drawn out. Of the 
ten tribes that composed the republic three were 
left for the defence of Atticaj the rest marched out 
with the other allies under the command of Leos- 
thenes. * 

Antipater was far from being indolent during 
these transactions in Greece, of which he had been 
apprised, and he bad sent to Leonatus in Phrygia, 
and to Craterus in Cilicia, to ur^ them to come to 
his assistance ; but before the arrival of the exJieGt- 
ed succours, he marched at the head of only thir- 
teen thousand Macedcwiians and six hundred horse; 
the frequent recruits which ire had sent Ahmander, 
having left him no more troops in alf the country. 

It is surprising that Antipater should attempt to 
give battle to the united forces oCall^Greeoe with 
such a handful of men ; but he undoubtedly ima- 
gined, that the Greeks were no longer actuated by 
their ancient zeal and ardour* for liberty, and that 
they ceased to consider it as such an inesdnmtde 
advantage, as ought to inspire them with a resolu- 
tion to venture their lives and fortunes for its pre- 
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servation. He flattered himself that they had be* 
gun to familiarize themselves with subjection ; and 
indeed this was the disposition of tlie Greeks at that 
time ; in whom appeared no longer the descendants 
of those who had so gallantly sustained all the ef- 
forts of the East, and foudfht against a million of 
men for the preservation of their freedom. 

Antipater advanced towards Thessaly, and was 
followed by his fleet, which cruized along the sea- 
coasts. Jt consisted of one hundred and ten tri- 
Ttmes, or galleys of three benches of oars. The 
Thessalians declared at first in his favour; but 
having afterwards changed their sentiments, they 
joined the Athenians, and Supplied them with a 
strong body of horse, » 

As the army of the Athenians ant? their allies was 
much more numerous than that of the Macedonians, 
Antipater could not support the charge, and was 
defeated in the first battle. A% he durst not hazard 
a second, and was in no condition to malte a safe 
retreat into Macedoaia, he shut himself up in La- 
mia, a small city in Thessaly, in order to wait for 
succours that were to be transmitted to him from 
Asia, and he fortified himself in that place, which 
was soon besieged by the Athenians. 

The assault was carried on with great bravery 
against the townf, and the resistance was equally 
vigorous. **Leosthenes, after several attempts, de- 
spairing to carry it by force,rf:hanged the siege into 
a blockade, in order to conquer tlie place by famine. 
He suiTOun^d it with a wall of circumvallatlon, 
and a very dwp ditch, and by these means cut off 
all supplies of provision. The city soon became 
sensible o^the^owin^ scarcity, and the besieged 
b^gaa to be seriously disposed to surrender ; when 
Leoslben^, ki a sally they made upon him, receiv- 
ed a considerable wound, which rendered it neces-* 
sary for him to be carried to bk tent. U pon which 
the command of the army was consigned to Anti- 
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philus, who was equally esteemed by the troops for 
his valour and ability. 

A. M. * Leonatus, in the mean time, was marching 
3682. to the assistance of the Macedonians besieged in 
*”322 ^ Lamia ; and was commissioned, as well as Anti- 
gonus, by an agseementSnade between the generals, 
to establish Eumenes in Cappadocia by force of 
arms ; but they took other measures, in conse- 
quence of some private views. Leonatus, who 
reposed an entire confidence in Eumenes,. declared 
to him at parting, that the engagement to assist 
Antipater was a mere pretext, and that his^real in- 
tention was to advance into Greece, in order to 
make himself master off Macedonia. He, at the 
same time, shewed him letters from Cleopatra, the 
sister of Alexander, who invited him to come to 
Pella, and promised to espouse him. Leonatus be- 
ing arrived within a little distance of Lamja, marched 
directly against the *enemy, with twenty thousand 
foot and Itwo thousand five hundred horse. Pros- 
perity had introduced disorder into the Grecian 
army; sevetal parties of soldiers drew off, and 
retired into their own country on various pretexts, 
which greatly diminished the number of the troops, 
who were now reduced to twenty-two thousand 
foot. The cavalry amounted to three thousand 
five hundred, two thousand of wh»m were Thessa- 
lians ; and as they constituted the main*'strength of 
the army, so all hope^of success were founded in 
• them; and accordingly, when the battle was fought, 
this body of horse had the greatest share in the vic- 
tory that was obtained. They were*^ commanded 
by Menon. Leonatus, covered with wounds, lost 
his life in the field of battleM.and wa^s conveyed into, 
the camp by his troops. The Macedonian phalanx 
greatly dreaded the shock of the cavalry, and had 
'therefore retreated to eminences, whither the Thes- 
salians could not pursue them. The Greeks hav- 
* Plut. in Eutnen. p. 584. 
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ing carried off their dead, erected a trophy, and 
retired. 

” The whole conversation at Athens turned upon 
the glorious exploits of Leosthenes, who survived 
his honours but a short ^me. An universal joy 
spread through the city, festivals were celebrated, 
and sacrifices offered without intermission, to testify 
their gratitude to the gods for all the advantages 
they had obtained. The enemies of Phocion think- 
ing to iftortify him in the most sensible manner, 
and reduce him to an incapacity of justifying his 
constant opposition to that . war, asked him, if he 
w^ould not have rejoiced to have performed so many 
glorious actions? “ Undoubtedly I would (replied 
Phocion); but I would not at^the same^time 
have neglected to offer the advice I gave.”* He 
did nol think that a judgment ought to be formed 
of any particular counsel from mere success, but 
rather from the nature and solidity of th^ counsel 
itself; and he did not retract his sentiments, be- 
cause those of an Opposite nature had been suc- 
cessful, which only prove.d the latter more fortu- 
nate, but not more judicious. And as these agree- 
able advices came thick upon each other, Phocion, 
who Mas apprehensive of the sequel, cried out. 
When shall we cease to conquer ?” 

-^ntipater was obliged to surrender by capitula- 
tion, but history has not transmitted to us the con- 
ditions of the treaty. The event only makes it evi- 
dent, that Leosthenes compelled him to surrender 
at discretion,*and he himself died a few days after of 
the wounds he had received at the siege. Antipater 
having quitted Lanva the day after the battle, for 
he seems to hsf^e been* favourably treated, joined 
the remains of the army of Leonatus, and took upon 

® Plut. in Phoc. p. 7A2, 

* Non damnavit quod recte viderat, quia, quod alius maU con* 
sukrat, bene cesserat : felicius hoc exUtimans, illud etiam sapien* 
Val, Max. lib, iii. cap. 8, • 
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him the command of those troops. He was ex^ 
trethely cautious of hazarding a second battle, and 
kept with his troops, like a judicious and experienced 
general, on eminences inaccessible to the enemy's 
cavalry. Antiphilus, th^ general of the Greeks, re- 
mained with his*^ troops in Thessaly, and contented 
himself with observing the motions of Antipater. 

Clitus, who commanded the Macedonian fleet, 
obtained, much about the same time, two victories, 
near the islands of Echinades, over Eetioft the ad- 
miral of the Athenian mvf. ** 

* Craterus, who had long been expected, Arrived 
at last in Thessaly, and halted at the river Peneus. 
tie resigned the comrmnd to Antipater, and w^as 
contented to serve under him. The troops he bad 
brought thither amounted, in conjunction with those 
of Leonatus, to above forty thousand foot, three 
thousand archers or slingers, and five thousand 
horse. The army of the allies was much inferior 
in number, and consisted of no more than twenty- 
five thousand foot, and thre6' thousand five hun- 
dred horse. Military discipline had been much 
neglected among them, after the victories they had 
obtained. A considerable battle was fought near 
Cranon, in which the Greeks were defeated ; they, 
however, lost but few troops, and even that disad- 
vantage was occasioned by the licentious conduct of 
the soldiers, and the small authority of the chiefs, 
who were incapable of enforcing obedience to their 
commands. 

Antiphilus and Menon, the two gc;ncrals of the 
Grecian army, assembled a council the next day, to 
deliberate, whether they should wait the return of 
those troops who had retired into th^ir own country, 
or propose terms of accommodati(Hi to the enemy. 

. The council declared in favour of the latter; upon 
which deputies w ere immediEfldy dispatched to the 


t * Died. I. xviii. p. 599 — (k)2. 
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enemy’s camp in the name of all the allies. Anti> 
pater replied, that he would enter into a separate 
treaty with each of the cities, persuading himself 
that he should facilitate the accomplishment ofkhis 
designs by this proceeding ; ^nd he was not deceived 
in his opinion. His answer broke off the negocia- 
tion ; and the moment he presented himself before 
the cities of the allies, they disbanded their troops, 
and surrendered up their liberties in the most pusil- 
lanimous ■manner, each city being solely attentive 
to* its separate advantage. 

This ^circumstance is a sufficient confirmation of 
what I have formerly observed with relation to the 
present disposition of the people of Greece. They 
were no longer animated withlhe noble zeal of those 
ancient assertors of liberty, who devoted their whole 
attentioi] to the good of the public, and the glory of 
the nation ;• who considered the danger of their 
neighbours and allies as their *own,' and marched 
with the utmost expedition to their assistance upon 
the first signal of their distress. Whereas now, 
when a formidable enemy appeared at the gates of 
Athens, all the republics of Greece had neither 
activity nor vigour; Peloponnesus continued with- 
out motion, and Sparta was as little lieard of as if 
she had never existed. Unhappy effects of the 
mutual jealousy viffiich those people liad conceived 
against each other, and of their disregard to the 
pmmon liberty, in consequence of a fatal lethargy 
into which they were sunk amidst tlic greatest 
dangers! Tli^se are symptoms which prognosti- 
cate and prepare the w'ay for approaching decline 
and ruin. 

^ Antips^er improved* this desertion to his own 
advantage, and marched immediately to Athens, 
which saw bmdf abandpned by all her allies, and 
consequratlyin no condition to defend herself against 
a powerful and victorious enemy. Before he entered 
the city, PemoBtbene8,and all those of hii^paity, who 
r Plut. in Phoc. p, 75S, 754. 
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may be considered as the last true Greeks, and the 
' * defendersof expiringliberty, retired from that place; 

; and the people, in order to transfer from themselves 

to tiiose great men the reproach resulting from their 
declaration of war against Antipater, and likewise 
to obtain his good graces, condemned them to die 
by a decree which Demades prepared. The reader 
^has not forgot, that these are the same people 
who had lately recalled Demosthenes by a decree 
so much for his honour, and had received him in 
triumph. * 

The same Demades procured a second decree 
for sending ambassadors to Antipater, who was then 
at Thebes, and that they should be invested with 
full powers to negociate a treaty of peace with him. 
Phocion Jiimself was at their head ; and the con- 
queror declared, that he expected the 4'l^henians 
should entirely submit the terms to lib regulation, 
in the manner as hd himself had acted, when he w^as 
besiegeci in the city of Lamia, and had conformed 
' to the capitulation imposed upon him by Leosthenes 
their general. 

Phocion returned to acquaint the Athenians with 
this answer, and they were compelled to acquiesce 
in the conditions,, however rigid they might appear. 
He then came back to Thebes with the rest of the 
ambassadors, with whom Xenberat^s had been 
associated, in hopes that the appearance alone of 
so celebrated a philosopher would inspire Antipater 
with respect, and induce him to pay homage to his 
virtue. But surely they must have been little ac- 
quainted with the heart of man, and particularly 
with the* violent and inhumai^ disposition of Anti- 
pater, to be capable of flattering themselves, that 
an enemy, with whom they had been engaged in an 
open war, would renounge his advantage through 
any inducement of respect forthe virtue of a single 
man, or in consequence of an harangue uttered by 
, a philosopher, who had declared against him. An- 
tipater would not even condescend to cast his eyes 
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’ upon him; and when he was preparing to enter 
upon the conference, for he was commissioned to 
be the speaker on this occasion, he interrupted him 
in a very abrupt manner ; and perceiving that he 
continued his discourse, commanded him to be 
silent. But he did not tre&t Phocion in the same 
manner; for after he had attended to his dis- 
course, he replied, ^‘That he was disposed to con- 
“ tract a friendship and alliance with the Alhe- 
‘‘ nians cn the following conditions : They should 
‘‘•deliver up Demosthenes and Hyperides to him ; 
“ government should be restored to its ancient 
“ plan, by which all employments in the state were 
“ to be conferred upon the rich ; that they should 
“ receive a garrison in the pArt of Munychia ; that 
“ they should defray all the expenoes of the war, 
“ and also pay a large sum, the amount of which 
“ should be settled.” Tims, according to Diodo- 
rus, none but those whose yearly income exceeded 
two thousand drachmas, were to be admitted into 
any share of the government for the future, or to 
have any right to vote. Antipater intended to 
make himself absolute majJter of Athens by this re- 
gulation, being very sensible that the rich mCn, who 
enjoyed public employments, and had large reve- 
nues, vvould become his dependants much more 
eftectually than •a poor and despicable populace 
who had nothing to lose, and who vvould be only 
guided by their own caprice. 

All the ambassadors but Xenocrates were well 
contented w ith these conditions, which they thought 
were very rnoderate, considering their present si- 
tuation; but that philosopher judged otherwise. 
“ They are v^ry moclerate for slaves,” said he, 
“ but extremely severe for free men.” 

The Athenians therefore were compelled to receive 
into Munychia a Mac^efonian garrison, commanded 
by Menyllus, a man of probity, and one of Phocion’s 
particular friends. The troops took possession of 
the place during the festival of the Great Mysteries, 
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and the very day on which it was usual to carry tlie 
god lacchus in procession from the city to Eleusis. 
This was a melancholy conjuncture for the Atheni- 
ans, and affected them with the most sensible afflic- 
tion. “ Alas ! (said they, when they compared the 
past times with thoife they then saw) the gods, 
amidst our greatest adversities, would formerly 
manifest themselves in our favour during this 
sacred ceremonial, by mystic visions and audible 
‘‘ voices, to the great astonishment of ou!? enemies, 
w ho were terrified by them. But now, when \/e 
are even celebrating the same solemnities, they 
cast an unpitying eye on the greatest calamities 
that can happen to (^jreece : they behold the most 
‘‘ sacred of all days in the year, and that w hich is 
“ most agreeable to us, polluted and distinguished 
by the most dreadful of calamities, which will 
even transmit its name to this sacred season 
through all succeeding generations.” 

The garrison, commanded by Menyllus, did not 
offer the least injury to any of, the inhabitants ; but 
there were more than twelve thousand of them ex- 
cluded from employments in the state, by one of 
the stipulations of the treaty, in consequence of 
their poverty. Some of these unfortunate persons 
continued in Athens, and lingered out a wretched 
life, amidst the contempt and insults they had 
justly drawn upon themselves ; for the generality of 
them were seditious and mercenary in their disposi- 
tions, had neither virtue nor justice, but flattered 
themselves with a false idea of liberty, which they 
were incapable of using aright, and Had no know- 
ledge of eitlier its bounds, duties, or end. The 
other poor citizens departed from tl^ city, in order 
to avoid that opprobrious condition, and retired 
into Thrace, where Antipater assigned them a city 
and lands for their habitation.. ^ 

’ Demetrius Phalereus was obliged to have re- 


f Atben, 1. zii. p. $42, 
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course to flight, and retired to Nicanor ; in whom 
Cassandcr, the son of Antipater, reposed much 
confidence, and made him governor, of Munychia 
after the death of his father, as will appear imme- 
diately. This Demetrius had been not only the 
disciple, but the intimate friend of the celebrated 
Theophrastus ; and, under tlie conduct of so learned 
a master, had perfected his natural genius for elo- 
quence, and rendered himself expert in philosophy, 
politics, and history, * He was in great esteem at 
Athens, and began to entei»upon the administration 
of afFairs,*when Harpalus arrived there, after he had 
declared against Alexander. He was obliged to 
quit that city at the time o4 which we are now 
speaking, and was soon after condemned there, 
though absent, under a vain pretext df irreligion. 

'’The \\hole weight of Antipater's displeasure fell 
chiefly upon •Demosthenes, Hyperides, and some 
other Athenians, who had beert their adherents; 
and when he was informed that they had eluded his 
vengeance by flight, h« dispatched a body of men 
with orders to seize them, and placed one Archias 
at their head, who had formeVly played in tragedies. 
This man having found at iEgina the orator Hy- 
perides, Aristonicus of Marathon, and Himereus 
the brother of Demetrius Phalereus, who had all 
three, taken, sanctftary in the temple of Ajax ; he 
dragged them from their asylum, and sent them to 
Antipater, who was then at Cleonaj, where he con- 
demned them to die. Some authors have even 
declared, that^he caused the tongue of Hyperides 
to be cut out. 

The same Archias having received intelligence, 
that Demosthenes, who bad Retired into the island 
of Calauria, was become a supplicant in tbe temple 
of Neptune, be sailed thither in a small vessel, and 
landed with some Tlaracian soldiers ; after which Iw 
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Spared no pains to persuadeDemosthencsto accom- 
pany him to Antipater, assuring him, that he should 
receive no injury. Demosthenes was too well ac- 
quainted with mankind to rely on his promise ; and 
was sensible that thofe venal souls, who have hired 
themselves into the service of iniquity, those infa- 
mous ministers in the execution of orders equally 
cruel and unjust, have as little regard to sincerity 
and truth as their masters. To prevent therefore 
his falling into the hands of a tyrant,*^ who would 
have satiated his fury upon him, he swallowed poi- 
son, which he always carried about him, and \f’hich 
soon produced its effect. When he found his 
strength declining, advanced a few steps, by the 
aid of some domestics who supported him, and fell 
down dead dt the foot of the altar. 

The Athenians, soon after this event, .'erected a 
statue of brass to his memory, as a testimonial of 
their gratitude and esteem, and made a decree, that 
the eldest branch of his' family should be brought 
up in the Prytaneum, at tl^e public expence, from 
generation to generation : and at the foot of the 
statue they engraved*^ this inscription, which was 
couched in two elegiac verses : “ Demosthenes, 
‘‘ if thy power had been equal to thy* wisdom, the 
Macedonian Mars would never have triumplied 
over Greece.” What regard S to entert.ained 
for the judgment of a people, w ho are capable of 
being hurried into such opposite extremes, and w ho 
one day passed sentence of death on a citizen, and 
loaded him with honours and applapse the next.^ 
What I have already said of Demosthenes, on 
several occasions, makes it unnecessary to enlarge 
upon his character in’^this place. ^He was not only 
a great orator, but an accomplished statesman. His 
views were noble and qxalted; his zeal for the 
honour and interest of his country was superior to 
every temptation; he firmly retained an irreeon- 
cileable aversion to all measures which had any re- 
semblance to tyranny; and his love for liberty was 
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such as may be imagined in a republican, as im- 
placable an enemy to all servitude and depend- 
ency as ever lived. A wonderful sagacity of mind 
enabled him to penetrate into future events, and 
presented them to his view with as much perspi- 
cuity, though remote, as if they had been actually 
present. He seemed as much acquainted with all 
the designs of Philip, as if he had been admitted 
into a participation of his counsels; and if the 
Athenians Jiad followed his advice, that prince 
would not have attained that height of power which 
proved destructive to Greece, as Demosthenes had 
frequently foretold. 

He was perfectly acquainted with the disposition 
of Philip, and was very far from praising him, like 
the generality of orators. Two colleagues, with 
whom he bad been associated in an embassy to that 
great prince,, were continually praising the king of 
Macedonia, at their return, and spying, that he was 
a very eloquent and handsome prince, and a most 
extraordinary drinker. • What strange commen- 
‘‘ dations are these?” replied Demosthenes. The 
‘‘‘ first is the accomplishment of a rhetorician ; the 
second of a woman ; and the third of a sponge; 
but none of them the qualification of a king.” 
With relation to eloquence, nothing can be added 
to what Quintilian has observed, in the parallel he 
has dfkwn beVween Demosthenes and Cicero. After 
having shewn, that the great and essential qualities 
of an orator are common to them both, he marks 
out the particular difference observable between 
them with respect to style and elocution. ‘‘The 
‘‘ one,"^ (says he), is more precise, the other more 
“ luxuriant. The one crowds all his forces into a 
“ smaller compass when he attacks his adversary, 

' Plut. in Demost. p. 8^3^ 

♦ In tloquendo cst aliqua diversitas, Densior ille, hie copioHor, 
Ille concludit astrictids, hie latiils pugnat, Ille acumine semper, 
hie frequenter et pondere, Illi nihil detrahi potest^ huic nihil 
^djici, Cura plus in Uh, in hoc nutura. Quiktil. 1. x. c- i. 
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the other chooses a larger field for the assault* 
“ The one always endeavours in a manner to trans- 
“ fix him witl\ the vivacity of his style, the other 
‘‘ frequently overwhelms him with the weight of his 
discourse. Nothing can be retrenched from the 
one, and nothing can be added to the other. In 
“ Demosthenes we discover more labour and study, 
in Cicero more nature and genius,** 

^ I have elsewhere observed another mark of dif- 
ference between these two great orators, w'hich I 
beg leave to insert in thic place. That which cha- 
racterizes Demosthenes more than any otlien cir- 
Cumstatice, and in which he has never been imitated, 
is such an absolute oblivion of himself, and so scru- 
pulous and constaiit a solicitude to suppress all 
ostentation of w'it ; in a word, such a perpetual care 
to confine the attention of the auditor to cause, 
and not to the orator, that he never suffers any one 
turn of tliought or’expression to escape him, which 
has no’ other view than merely to please and shine* 
This reserve and moderatior^ in so fine a genius as 
Demosthenes, and in matters so susceptible of grace 
and elegance, adds perfection to his merit, and ren- 
ders him superior to all praises. 

Cicero was sensible of all the estimation due to 
tlie eloquence of Demosthenes, and experienced all 
its force and beauty. But as ’he w^as persuaded, 
that an orator, w hen he is engaged in any points 
that are not strictly essential, ought to form his 
style by the taste of his audience ; and did not be- 
lieve that the genius of his times ^was consistent 
with such a rigid exactness : he therefore judged it 
necessary to accommodate himself in some measure 
to the ears and delicacy of his auditors, who requir- 
ed more grace and elegance in an oration. For 
which reason, though hepever lost sight of any irn- 
portant point in the cause ho pleaded, he yet paid 
some attention to what might captivate and please 


* In the discourse on the eloqueiice of the bar. 
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the ear. He even thought that this was conducive 
to promote the interest of his client; and he was not 
mistaken, as to please, is one of the most certain 
means of persuading : but at the same time he la- 
boured for his own reputation, and never forgot 
himself. * 

Thedeath of Demosthenes and Hyperides caused 
the Athenians to regret the reign of Philip and Alex- 
ander, and recalled to their remembrance the mag- 
nanimity, generosity, and clemency, which those 
tw'9 princes retained, even amidst the emotions of 
theis displeasure; and how inclinable they had al- 
ways been to pardon offences, and treat their ene- 
mies with humanity. Whereas Antipater, under the 
mask of a private man, in a snabby cloak, with all 
the appearance of a plain and frugal Hfe, and with- 
out affecting any title of authority, discovered him- 
self to be a cigid and imperious master. 

Antipater was, however, prevailed upon, by the 
prayers of Phocion, to recall several persohs from 
banishment, notvvithstgnding all the severity of his 
disposition; and there is reason to bdlieve, that 
Demetrius was one of this number. At least, it is 
certain that he had a considerable share in the ad- 
ministration of the republic from that time. As for 
those whose recall to Athens Phocion was unable 
to obtain, he procured for them more commodious 
situations, that were not so remote as their former 
settlements ; and took his measures so effectually, 
that they were not banished, according to the first 
sentence, beyond the Ceraunian mountains and the 
promontory of*l tenarus ; nor lived sequestered from 
the pleasures of Greece, but obtained a settlement 
in Peloponnesus* Wbojean help admiring, on the 
one hand, the amiable and generous disposition of 
Phocion, who employed his credit with Antipater, 
in order to procure for tlie unfortunate some alle- 
viation ot their calamities ; and, on the other band, 
a kind of humanity in a prince, who was not very 
desirous of distinguishing himself by that quality, 
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but was sensible, however, that it would be ex- 
^ tfemely rigid in him to add new mortifications to 
the inconveniences of banishment. 

Antipater in other respects exercised his govern- 
ment with great justice and moderation over those 
who continued in Atliens ; he bestowed the princi- 
pal posts and employments on such persons as lie 
imagined were the most virtuous and honest men : 
and contented himself with removing from all au- 
thority, such as he thought were most Ukely to ex- 
cite troubles. He w^as .sensible, that this peo^ile 
■ could neither support a state of absolute serviuide, 
nor of entire liberty; for which reason he thought 
it necessary to take tVoni the one, whatever was too 
rigid ; and from the other, all that was excessive 
and licentious. 

The conqueror, after so glorious a campaign, set 
out for Macedonia, to celebrate the n^iptials of his 
daughter Phila with Craterus, and the solemnity 
w^as pel'formed with all imaginable grandeur. Pliila 
was one of the most accompjjshcd princesses of her 
age, and Per beauty was the least part of her merit. 
The lustre of her charms w as iicighlcned by the 
sweetness and modesty that beamed upon her coun- 
tenance, and by an air of complacency, and a natu- 
ral disposition to oblige, w hich won the hearts of all 
who beheld her. These engaging^][iialitics were ren- 
dered still more amiable by the bri^tucss of a Supe- 
rior genius, and a prudence uncommon in her sex, 
which made her capable of tlje greatest affairs. It is 
even said, that young as she then was, lier father 
Antipater, who was one of the most fible politicians 
of his age, never engaged in any affair of importance 
without consulting her. ^"his pripcess never made 
use of the influence she had over her two iiusbands 
(for after the death of Craterus she espoused Deme* 
trius the son of Antigonus), hut to procure some 
favour for the officers, their daughtei's, or sisters. If 
they were poor, she furnished them with portions for 
their marriage ; and if they were so unhappy as to 
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be calumniated, she herself u^ls very active in their 
justification. So generous a liberality gave her an 
absolute power among tlie troops. All cabals were 
dissolved by her presence, and all revolts gave way, 
and were appeased by her engaging conduct. 

Sect. III. Procession at the funeral of Alexan- 
der, His body is conveyed to Alexandria, Eu- 
menes is put into possession of Cappadocia by 
Perdicc4ts, Ptolemy, Craterus, Antipater, and 
Antigonus, form a corfcderacy against each of 
them,* The death of Craterus. The unfortunate 
expedition (f Perdiccas into Egypt, He is 
slain there, 

^■Mucm about this time the * funeiial obsequies A. M. 
of Alexander were performed. Aridieus having 
been deputed by all the governors and grandees 
the kingdom to take upon himsejf the care of that 
solemnity, had employed two years in |)rc*paring 
every thing that could j)ossibly render it the most 
pompous and splcndid'^funeral that had ever been 
seen. M^hen all things Mere.ready for the celebra- 
tion of this mournful but superl> ceremonial, orders 
weie given lor the procession to begin. This was 
preceded by a great number of pioncTers and other 
workmen, whose q^iice was to make all the ways 
practicable ttnough which the procession was to 
pass. 

As soon as these were levelled, tliat magnificent 
chariot, the invention and design of which raised as 
muchadmiraticfi as the immense riches that glittered 
all over it, set out from Babylon. The body of the 

*Diod. 1. xviii. p. UD8 — 610.* 

* I could have wished it had been in my power to have ex- 
plaiiied several passages of this (Jescription in a more clear and 
inteUmble manner than I, hjive done ; but that was not pos- 
sib e for me to efFect, though 1 had recourse to persons of greater 
capacity than myself. ° 
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chariot rested upon two axletrecs, that were insert- 
ed into four wheels, made after the Persian manner ; 
the naves and spokes of which were covered with 
jTold, and the fellies plated over with iron. The 
extremities of the axletrees were made of gold, re- 
presenting th([ niuzzle!^ of lions biting a dart. The 
chariot had four poles, to each of which were 
harnessed four sets of mules, each set consisting 
of four of those animals ; so that this chariot was 
drawn by sixty-four mules. The strongest of those 
creatures, and the largest, were chosen on this 
occasion. They were adorned with crowns of 
gold, and collars enriched with precious stones 
and golden bells. 

On this chariot whs erected a pavilion of entire 
gold, twelve feet wide, and eighteen in length, sup* 
ported by columns of the Ionic order, embellished 
w'itli the leaves of acanthus. The inside was 
adorned uith je\vels, disposed in the forms of 
shells.i The circumference was beautified with a 
fringe of golden net-work ; the threads that com- 
posed the texture were anTnch in thickness, and 
to those were fastened large bells, whose sound 
w as heard to a great distance. 

The external decorations consisted of four groups 
in basso relieve. 

The first represented Alexander seated in a mi- 
litary chariot, with a splendid sccptp$ in his. hand, 
and surrounded on one side with a troop of Mace- 
donians in arms ; and the other, with an equal 
number of Persians armed in their own manner. 
"J'hcsc were preceded by the king’s equerries. 

In the second were seen elephants completely 
harnessed, with a band of Indians seated on the 
forepart of their bodies ;'and on their hinder another 
band of Macedonians, armed as in the day of 
battle. 

The diird exhibited totli'e view' several squadron*" 
of horse ranged in military array. 
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The fourth represented ships preparing for a 
battle. 

At the entrance into the paviliou were golden 
lions, tlial seemed to guard the passage. 

The four corners were adprned with statues of 
massy gold, re[)resenting victories, with trophies ot 
arnis in their hands. 

Under the pavilion was placed a throne of gold 
ofasquare form, adorned with the heads of animals,* 
whose nechs were encompassed with circlets of gold 
a foot and a half in breackh ; to these were hung 
crowins, riiat glittered with the liveliest colours, such 
as were carried in procession at the celebration ot 
sacred solemnities. ^ 

At the foot of the throne was placed the coffin 
of Alexander, formed of beaten gold, alid halt tilled 
with aroii^atic spices and perfumes, as well toexlialc 
an agreeable jodour, as for the preservation ot the 
corpse. A pall of purple brdcaded with gold 
covered the coffin. 

Between this and the throne, the arms of that 
monarch were disposed in tlic manner he wore 
them when living. 

'JTe outside of the pavilion w^as likewise covered 
w ith purple ilowered with gold. The top ended in 
a very large crown of tlie same metal, wdiich 
seemed to be a composition of olive-branches. Ti)c 
beanii? of the'sun which darted on this diadem, in 
conjunctioii w itli the motion of the chariot, caused 
it to emit a kind of rays like those of lightning. 

It nray easily be imagined, that in so long a 
procession, the i notion of a chariot, laden like this, 
would be liable to great inconveniences. In order^ 
therefore, that thc4)av!lion. with all its appendages, 
might, w hen the chariot moved in any uneven ways, 
constantly continue in the same situation, notwiiii- 
standing the inequality.of tlie ground, and the shocks 

* The Greek \vor(l imports a kind of hart, from 

whose chin a beard hangs down like that of goats.* 
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that would frequently be unavoidable, a cylinder 
was raised from the middle of each axletree, to 
support the pavilion ; by which expedient the whole 
machine was preserved steady. 

The chariot was followed by the royal guards, all 
in arms, and 'magnificently arrayed. 

The multitude of spectators of this solemnity is 
hardly credible ; but they were drawn together as 
well by their veneration for the memory of Alexan- 
der, as by the magnificence of this funeral pomp, 
which had never been equalled in the world. • 
Tliere was a current prediction, that the place 
where Alexander should be interred would be ren- 
dered the most happy and flourishing part of the 
whole earth. The governors contested with each 
other for the' disposal of a body that was to be at- 
tended with such a glorious prerogative. The affec- 
tion Perdiccas entertained for his country, made 
him desirous that the corpse should be conveyed to 
iEgse HI Macedonia, where the remains of its kings 
were usually deposited. Other places were likewise 
proposed, but the preference was given to Egypt. 
Ptolemy, who had such extraordinary and recent 
obligations to the king of Macedonia, was deter- 
mined to sign^ilize his gratitude on this occasion. He 
accordingly set out, with a numerous guard of his 
best troops, in order to meet l4ie procession, and 
advanced as far as Syria. When he had joinfed the 
attendants on the funeral, he prevented them from 
interring the corpse in the temple of Jupiter Am- 
mon, as they had proposed. It was therefore de- 
posited first in the city of Memphis, and from 
thence was conveyed to Alexandria. Ptolemy raised 
a magnificent temple to the mempiry of this monarch, 
and rendered him all the honours which were usually 
paid to demi-gods and heroes by pagan antiquity. 

' Freinshemius, in his supplement to Livy, relateSj 


^ Lib. cxxxiii. 
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after Leo* the African, that the tomb of Alexander 
the Great was still to be seen in his time, and that 
it was reverenced by the Mahomeclans as the mo- 
nument not only of an illustrious king, but of a 
great prophet. 

* In the partition of the several geverninents of 
Alexander’s empire, C.'appadocia and Paphlagonia, 
which border on the Pontic sea, wen; allotted to 
Eumcnes ; and it was expressly stipulated by the 
treaty tha<i Leonatus and Antigonus should march 
with a iii eat body of troops to estaldish Eumenes 
in tjie government of those dominions, and dis- 
possess king Ariarathes of the sovereignty. This 
general resolution of sending troops and experienced 
commanders into the several j^rovinces of the em- 
pire, was formed with great judgment; and the 
intt ntion,of it was, that all those conquered terri- 
tories sho’uld. continue under the dominion of the 
Macedonians, and that the inhabitants, being no 
longer governed bv their own sovereigns, Should 
have no luture inclinayon to recover their former 
liberty, nor be in a condition to set each'other the 
example of tlirowing off’ the new ^oke of the 
Greeks. 

Put neither Leonatus nor Antigonus were very 
solicitous to execute this article of the treaty ; and, 
as they were entirek' attentive to their own particu- 
lar interest alid aggrandizement, they took other 
measures, flumenes seeing himself thus abandoned 
by those who ought to have established him in his 
government, set out with all his equipage, which 
consisted ot thrbe hundred horse, and two hundred 
of his domestics well armed; with all his riches, 
which amounted to about five thousand talents of 
gold; and retired*to Perdiccas, who gave him a 
favourable reception. As he was much esteemed 
by that commander, he was admitted into a parti- 

* Plot, in Eamrn. p. 584. Diod. 1. xviii. p. 5fl9. 

* This author lived in the 15th century. 
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cipation of all his councils. Eumenes was indeed 
a man of great firmness and resolution, and the 
most able of all the captains of Alexander. 

Within a short time after this event, he was con- 
ducted into Cappadoga by a great army which Per- 
diccas thought fit to command in person. Aria- 
rathes had made the necessary preparations tor a 
vigorous defence, and had raised thirty thousand 
foot and a great body of horse ; but he was defeated 
and taken prisoner by Perdiccas, who destroyed his 
whole family, and inve^ied Eumenes with the go- 
vernment of his dominions. He intended, by* this 
instance of severity, to intimidate the people, and 
extinguish all seditions; a mode of conduct very 
judicious, and absolutely necessary in the conjunc- 
ture of a ndw government, when the state is in a 
general ferment, and all things are usually disposed 
for commotions, Perdiccas, after this transaction, 
advanced with liis'troops to chastise Isaura and La- 
randa* cities of Pisidia, w hich had massacred their 
governors, and revolted from the Macedonians, 
The last' of these cities was destroyed in a very 
surprising manner : for the inhabitants finding thciii- 
selves in no condition to defend it, and despairing 
of any f[uarter from the conqueror, shut tliemselvch 
up in their houses, with their wives, children, and 
parents, and all their gold and ^Ivcr, set fire to tiicir 
several habitations, and, after they ha*d fought with 
the fury of lions, threw' themselves into the flames. 
The city was abandoned to plunder; and the sol- 
diers, after they had extinguished the fire, found a 
very great booty, for the place Vas filled with 
riches. 

** Perdiccas, after thi^ ex^edijtion, marched into 
Cilicia, where he passed the winter. During his 
residence in that country, he formed a resolution 
to divorce Nicaea, the daugfoer of Antipater, whom 
he had espoused at a time w hen lie thought that 


Diud, p. G06 — 600. 
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marriage subservient to his interest. But when the 
regency of the empire had given him a superior cre- 
dit, and caused him to conceive moi;e exalted hopes, 
liis thoughts took a different turn, and he was de- 
sirous of espousing Cleo|)atra, the sister of Alexan- 
der the (Jreat. She had been married to Alexander 
king of Epirus ; and, having lost her husband in the 
wars of Italy, she had continued in a state of wi- 
dowhood, and was then at Sardis in Lydia. Perdic- 
cas dispakihed Eumenes thither, to iiicike proposals 
of marriage to that princess, and endeavour to ren- 
der hinj agreeable to her. "i'his alliance with a lady 
who was the sister of Alexander by the same father 
and mother, and exceedingly beloved by the Mace- 
donians, opened him a way to the empire through 
the favour of that people, which he rtnght naturally ' 
expect from his maniage with Clco[)atra. 

Antigonijs penetrated into his design, and evi- 
dently foresaw that his own destruction was to be 
the foundation of the intended success, lit, there- 
fore, passed into Greece with the greatest expedi- 
tion, in order to find Antipater and Cratcrus, who 
were then engaged in a war with the yEtolians, and 
disclosed to tiicm the whole plan that Perdiccas had 
formed, l^pon this intelligence they immediately 
came to an accommodation with the iEtolians, and 
advanced towarde the Hellespont, to observe the 
motions o1* the new enemy ; and in order to 
strengthen their own party, they engaged Ptolemy, 
governor of Egypt, in their interest. 

Craterus, one ot the greatest of Alexander’s cap- 
tains, had tlib largest share ol the affection and 
esteem of the Macedonians. Alexander, a little 
before his dcatlj, h^d ordered him to conduct into 
Macedonia the ten thousand veteran troops he in- 
tended to send thither, on account of their age, 
wounds, or other ii]hrmities, which rendered them * 
incapable of the service. The king had likewise 
conferred upon him at the same time the govern- 
ment of Macedonia in the room of Anti[yater, w hom 
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he recalled to Babylon. Greece, Macedonia, and 
Epirus, having been consigned to Craterus and 
Antipatcr after thcdeath of Alexander, tlicy govern- 
ed tliem in concert, and Craterus always conducted 
himself like a good and faithful associate ; especially 
in the operations of this war; in v\hich they were 
unavoidably engaged by the discovery oi the designs 
Perdiccas was forming. 

Pcrdiccas sent Eumenes back to his province, 
not only to regulate the state of affairs in tliat coun- 
try, but more particularly^ to kee[) a watchful eye 
on tlie motions of Neoptolcrnus his next nei|L[hl)our, 
who was governor of Armenia ; and whose conduct 
was suspected by Perdiccas, not without sufficK ut 
reason, as will be evident in the sequel. 

^ This Neoptolemus was a nmn remarkable for 
his stupid pride, and the insupportable anrogante 
he had contracted, from the vain ho[)e% w ith which 
he fed his imagination. Eumenes endeavoured to 
retain him in his duty by reason and gentle measures ; 
and when he saw that the troqps of the Macedonian 
phalanx, who were commanded by Ncoptolemus> 
were grown very insolent and audacious, he made 
it his care to assemble a body of horse strong enough 
to oppose their designs, and keep them within the 
bounds of respfect and obedience. With this view^, 
he granted all sorts of immunitit^ and exemptions 
from imposts, to those of the inhabitarit^i w ho Were 
in a condition to appear on horseback. He like- 
wise purchased a great number of horses, and 
bestowed them on those of his court in whom he 
confided the most; and inflamed th(*ir courage by 
the honours and rewards he conferred upon them. 
He disciplined and habituateef them to labour and 
fatigue by reviews, exercises, and continual move- 
ments. Every body was surprised to see him 
assemble, in so short a tiiiie^ a body of six thou- 
sand horse, capable of good service in the field. 


' Plat, in Eumen. p. 585 . 
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Perdiccas, having caused all his troops to file off A. M. 
the next spring towards Cappadocia, held a council 
A^itli liis friends on the operations of the intended 
wai . The subject of their deliberation^^ was, whe- 
ther they should march first into Macedonia against 
Antipater and Craterns, or into EgypJ; against Pto- 
lemv. The inajv^rity of voices declared in favour of 
the hihl ; and it was concluded, at the same time, 
that .Aimenes, with part of the army, should guard 
the Asiatic; provinces against Antipater and Crate- 
rufc : and, in order to engage him more effectually 
to espouse the coinmon cause, Perdiccas added the 
provinces of Caria, I^ycia, and Phrygia, to his go- 
vernment. 1 Ic likew ise declared him generalissimo 
of all the troops in CappadoeSa and Armenia, and 
ordered all tlie governors to obey him. Perdiccas 
after thi& advanced towards Egypt through Damas- 
cus and *l\destiue. lie also took the two minor 
kings with him in this expediliov), in order to cover 
bis designs with tlie royal authority. • 

^ Eumenes spared no pains to have a good army 
on foot, ill order to op'^pose Anti pater and Craterus, 
who had already passed tho Hellespont, and were 
iruirrhing against liim. 'I'hey left nothing unat- 
temnL- ci lo disengage him from the party he had 
espou-cil, and promised him the addition of new 
provinces to those Jie already possessed : but be was 
too 3teady ^'-to be shaken by those offers, in breach 
oi his engagements to I’crdiccas. d^hey succeeded 
hetLer w ith Alcetas and Ncoptolemus, for they en- 
gaged the forrneiMliough the brother of Perdiccas, 
to observe a centrality, and the other declared in 
their ta\ our. Eumenes attacked and defeated the 
latter at a narrow pass, and even took all his bag- 
gage. Tliis victory was dwing to his cavalry, whom 
he had formed with so much care. Neoptolcmus 

• 

^ Plut. in Eurnen. p. 685t— 587. Died. 1. xviii. p. tilO — 013. 

* ^uem (PerdiccamJ eisi injirmufii videbat, (juod vnus omnibus 
resistere cogebatuVj amiewn non dcsej’uit, neque salutis qudmjidci 
fuit cupidior. Cor, Nep. in Eum* c. iii. • 
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escaped with three hundred horse, and joined 
Antipater and C'raterus ; but the rest of his troops 
went over to Eumcncs. 

Antipater entered Cilicia with an intention to ad- 
vance into Egypt, in order to assist Ptolemy, if his 
affairs should irequire his aid ; and he detached Cra» 
terus and Neoptolenius with the rest of his army 
against Eumenes, who was then in Ca[)|)adocia. A 
great battle was fought there, the success of wliicb 
is entirely to be ascribed to the wise ajid vigilant 
precaution of Eumenes, which Plutarch justly con- 
siders as the master-piece of a great commander 
The reputation of Craterus was very great, and the 
generality of the Macedonians were desirous of hav- 
ing him ior their leticler after the deatli of Alexan- 
der, rememboring that his affection for them, and 
his desire to support their interest, had caused him 
to incur the displeasure of that prince. Neopto- 
Icmus had flattered him, that' as soon as he should 
appear in the field, all the Macedonians of the op- 
posite party would list thenjselvcs under his ban- 
ners ; and Eumenes himself was very apprehensive 
of that event. But in order to avoid this misfor- 
tune, wdiich would have occasioned liis inevitable 
ruin, he caused the avenues and narrow passes to 
be so carefully guarded, that his army w ere entirely 
ignorant of the enemy against wltom he w as leading 
them, as he had caused a rcpoi t to bd'^ipread," that 
it was only Ncoptolcmus, wlio was preparing to 
attack him a second time. In the dispositions lie 
made for the battle, he was careful not to oppose 
any Macedonian against Craterus ; *and issued an 
order, w ith very severe penalties, that no herald 
from the enemy should be reebived on any account 
whatever. 

The first charge was very violent; the lances were 
soon shivered on both sides, and the two armies 
attacked sword in hand. Craterus did not behave 
unworthy of his master Alexander on this last day of 
his life, for he killed several of the enemy w ith his 
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own hand, and frequency bore down all who op- 
posed him ; till, at last, a Thracian wounded him 
in the side, when he fell from his liorse. All the 
enemy’s cavalry rode over him without knowing 
who he was, and did not discover liim till he w'as 
breathing his last. 

As to the other wing, Ncoptolemus and Eumenes, 
who personally liated each otlier, having met in the 
battle, and tljeir horses charging with a violent 
shock, they seized each other; and their horses 
springing from under th^m, they both fell on the 
earth, *\hcre they struggled like two implacable 
wrestlers, and fought for a considerable time w ith 
the utmost fury and rage, till at last Neoptolemus 
received a mortal w ound, and immediately expired. 

Eumenes then remounted his ho**se, and [)ushed 
on to bi-^ left wing, w here he believed the enemy's 
troops stilly continued unbroken. There, when he 
was informed that Craterus w^is killed, he spurred 
his horse to the place where he lay, and fwimd liim 
expiring. ^\ lien ho beheld tliis melancholy sjiecta- 
cle, he could not refuse his tears to the? death of an 
ancient friend whom he had always esteemed ; and 
he caur^ed the last honours to he paid him with all 
possible magnificence, lie likewise ordered his 
bones to be conveyed to Maceclotiia, in order to 
be given to his w,ife and children. Eumenes gained 
tliis second victory ten days after the first. 

^ In the mean time Perdiccas had advanced into 
Egypt, and began the war with Ptolemy, though 
with very dilfererit success. Ptolemy, from the 
time he wa^J» constituted governor of that country, 
liud conducted himself with so much justice and 
humanity, that he iiad entirely gained tlie hearts of 
all the Egyjitiins. Afi infinite number of peoific, 
charmed vvith the lenity of so wise an administra- 
tion, came thither from Greece and other parts to . 
* • 

‘ Diod. 1. XTiii. p. G13 — GIO. Plut. in Lumen, p. 5S7. Cor. 
Nep. c. v» 
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enter into his service.* This additional advantage 
rendered him extremely pow ertul ; and even the 
armyofPerdiccas had so muchesteetn for Ptolemy, 
that they marched with reluctance against him, and 
great numbers of them deserted daily to his troops. 
All these circumstances were fatal to the views of 
Perdiccas, and he lost his life in that country. 
Having unfortunately taken a resolution to make 
his army pass an arm of the Nile, which formed an 
island near Memphis, in passing he lost hvo thou- 
sand men, half of whoin were drow ned, and the 
remainder devoured by crocodiles. The Macejdo- 
nians were exasperated to such a degree of fury, 
when they saw themselves exposed to such unne- 
cessary dangers, that they mutinied against him ; in 
consequence qf which, he w as abandoned by a hun- 
dred of his principal officers, of whom Pithon was 
the most considerable, and was assassinated in his 
tent with most of his intimate friends. 

Two, days after this event the army received in- 
telligence of the victory obtained by Eumenes ; and 
had this account come two hays sooner, it would 
certainly have prevented the mutiny, and conse- 
quently the revolution that soon succeeded it, w hich 
proved so favourable to Ptolemy and Antipater, 
and all their ad‘nerents. 
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Sect. TV. The res;encif is transferred to Antipatef. 
Eumenes besieged hi/ Anticronus in Nora. Jeru- 
Salem besieged and taken !)y Ptolemy * Demades 
put to death by Cassander. Antipater on his 
death-bed nominates Polysperchon for his suc- 
cessor to the regency. The latter recalls Olym- 
pias. Antigomis becomes ^ery powerful. 

• « 

■'Pa’OLEMY passed the Nile the day after the 
death of Perdiccas, and entered the Macedonian 
camp ; where he justihed his own conduct so effec- 
tually, that all th(‘ troops declared in his favour. 
When the death of Craterus was known, he so ably 
took adivantage of their affliction and resentment, 
that he*in(luced them to pass a decree, whereby 
Eumenes, and fifty other persons of the same 
party, were declared enemies to the Macedonian 
state; and this decree authorized Anti[)ater and 
Antigonus to carry on a w ar against thernr. Although 
this prince perceived the troops had a general in- 
clination to offer him the regency, which was be- 
come vacant by the death of Perdigeas, he had the 
precaution to decline that office, because he was 
very sensible thabthe royal pupils had a title with- 
out ’a reality ; that they would never be capable of 
sustaining the weight of that vast empire, nor be 
in a condition to re-unite, under their authority, so 
many governments accustomed to independency; 
that there w&s an inevitable tendency to dismem- 
ber the w hole, as well from the inclinations and 
interest of the officers, as the situation of affairs ; 
that all his acquisitions in the interim would re- 
dound to the advantage of his pupils ; that while 
he appeared to possess the first rank, he should in 
reality enjoy nothing ‘fixed and solid, or that could 


Diod. 1. xviii. p. 616 — 619. , 
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any way be considered as his own property ; that, 
upon the expiration of the regency, he should be left 
without any government or real establishment, and 
that he should neither be master of an army to sup- 
port him, nor of any retreat for his preservation ; 
whereas all his colleagues would enjoy the richest 
provinces in perfect tranquillity, and he be the only 
one who had not derived any advantages from the 
common conquests. These considerations induced 
him to prefer the post he already enjoyed to the 
new title that was ofl'ered^ liim, as the former vv^is 
less hazardous, and rendered him less obuoxipus 
to envy ; he therefore caused the clioice to fall on 
Pithon and Arideeus. 

The first of these |7ersons had commanded with 
distinction in ^11 the wars of Alexander, and had 
embraced the party of Perdiccas, till he was a wit- 
ness of his imprudent conduct in passing the Nile, 
wiiich induced him to quit his service, and go over 
to Ptole^ijy. 

With respect to Arida?ms, history has taken no 
notice of him before the dcatli of Alexander, when 
the funeral solemnities of that pi ince were comnjit- 
ted to his care ; and we have already seen in what 
manner he acquitted himself of that melancholy but 
honourable commission, after he had employed two 
years in the pre[)arations for it. ^ 

TliC honour of this guardianship did not long 
continue with them. Eurydice, the consort of king 
Aridaeus, whom we shall distinguish for tlie future 
by the name of Philip, being fond of interfering in 
all affairs, and being supported in hec pretensions 
by the Macedonians; the two regents were so dis- 
satisfied with their employment, that they volunta- 
rily resigned it, after they had conducted the army 
back to Triparadis in Syria; and it was tlicn con- 
ferred upon Anlipaler. 

As soon as lie was invested 'with his authority, lie 
made a new partition of the provinces of the empire, 
in whicli hp excluded all those who had espoused 
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the interest of Perdiccas arfd Euincnes, and re- 
established every person of the other party, ulio 
had been dispossessed. In this ucw division of 
the empire, Seleucus, wlio had great authority 
from the command of the cavaliy, as we have 
already intinnitcd, had tlie •government of Baby- 
lon, and became afterwards the most powerful of 
all the successors of Alexander. Pithon had the 
government of Media ; but Atropates, who at that 
time enjoyed the government of that province, sup- 
ported liihiself in one part of the country, and 
assumed the regal dignity, without acknowledging 
the ‘authority of the Macedonians ; and this tract of 
!Media was afterwards called Media Atropatena. 
Antipater, after this regulation of affairs, sent Anti- 
gonus against Kumeiies, and then retupied into Ma- 
cedonia ; but left his son Cassander behind him, in 
quality of general of the cavalry, with orders to be 
near the j)c^son of Antigonus, ^that he migljt the 
better be informed of his designs. 

** Jaddus, tlie liigh-pricst of the Jews, died this A. M. 
year, and was succceflcd by his son Onias, w hose 
pontificate continued for the space of twenty-one 
years. I make this remark, because the history of 
the Jews will, in the sequel of tliis work, be very 
much intermixed with that of Alexanders suc- 
cessors. 

^ Antigopjus appeared early in the field against A,M. 
Eumenes ; and a battle was fought at Orcynium in 3081 . 
Cappadocia, wherein Eumenes was defeated, and^^l^f/^' 
lost eiglit thousand men, by the treachery of Apol- 
lonides, one the principal officers of his cavalry; 
who was corrupted by Antigonus, and maiclicd 
over to the enemy in^the midst of the haltle. p J he 
traitor was soorji punishad for his perfidv, for Eii- 
inenes took him, and caused him to be han^yed iipoii 
the spot. ^ 


■ Joseph. Antiq. 1. xl. c. S. DioJ. I pj. p. o. . 
^ Plui. iu Kumen. p. ^8s — 5Q0. 



S84 


the history Oh 

^ A conjuncture which happened soon after this 
defeat, would have enabled Eurnenes to seize the 
baggage of Aiitigonus and all liis riches, with a great 
number of prisoners; and his little troop already 
cast an eager eye on so considerable a booty. But 
whether his apprehensions that so rich a prey would 
enervate the courage of his soldiers, who were then 
constrained to wander from place to place ; or whe- 
ther his regard for Antigonus, witli whom he had 
formerly contracted a particular friendship, pre- 
vented him from improving this opportunity ; it is 
certain, that he sent privately a letter to tlmt com- 
mander, to inform him of the danger that threaten- 
ed him ; and when he afterwards made a feint to 
attack the baggage, it was all removed to a place 
of better security. 

Eurnenes, after his overthrow^, Was obliged, for 
his preservation, to employ most of his* time in 
changing the place of his retreat ; and lie w as highly 
admired for the tranquillity and steadiness of mind 
he discovered in the wandering life to which he was 
reduced : for, as Plutarch observes, adversity alone 
can place greatness of soul in its full light, and 
render the real merit of men conspicuous ; whereas 
prosperity frequently casts a veil of false grandeur 
over real meartness and imperfections. Eurnenes, 
having at last disbanded most of his remaining 
troops, shut himself up with five hundred pien, 
who w ere determined to share his fate, in the castle 
of Nora, a place of extraordinary strength on the 
frontiers of Cappadocia and Lycaonia, where he 
sustained a siege of twelve months, t 

He was soon sensible that nothing incommoded 
his garrison so much as the spnall space they pos- 
sessed, being shut up in litde closethouscs, and on a 
tract of ground, w hose whole circuit did not exceed 
two hundred fathoms, where they could neither walk 
nor perform the least exercise; and where their 
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horses, having scarce any room for motion, became 
sluggish anJ incapable of service. To rernccly this 
inconvenience, he iiad recourse to the following ex- 
pedient. IJe converted tlie largest house in the 
place, the extent of which rlid not exceed twenty- 
one feet, into a kind of hall for exercise. d"his he 
consigned to the men, and oj dered them to w alk in 
it very gently at first; they w(tc afterwards to 
c]nick(*n their pac(* l>y degrees, and at last were to 
exert the most vigorous motions. Tlie horses he 
suspc'iided* one alter anotlier, in strong slings, 
whicli w ere di'^posed under their breasts, and from 
tlicnce inserted into rings fastened to the icjofs of 
the stable' ; after w liich he caused them to l)c raised 
into tlie air hv the aid of pulleys, in such a manner, 
that only their hinder feet rented oii the ground, 
while the hoofs ol their fore iect eoidd hardly touch 
it. Ill ibis coiulition the grooms lashed them 
severely uitli t.heiv whips, whicl^i made the horses 
bound to such a degree, and struggle so violently 
to set tl:eir fore leet on the ground, that their bodies 
were a'd c^)^’c^ed wilh^sweat and ibain. »yVfter'fhis 
exercise, w liich was finely (v;lcniutid to strengthen 
and keep tliem in wind, anid iiAcw i^e to render their 
limbs supp e and pliant; tbeii' barley was given to 
tbein v( ry (T an, ami v. iniic.ucd frti n all the chaff, 
t.hat they niieiii the ; ruii'r, and witli less dif- 

ficulty. 1 Ik; ahihtk s of a gf)od general extend to 
evr rv Luing about bun, ;n;d are secii in the minutest 
particulars. 

dTe siege, or more properly the blockade of A. M. 

(lid not yjrevent Amig.nius froin undertaking 
a new exjicdition into Pr-idia, against Alcetas and 
Attains; the la>t of v*liom was taken |>risoner in a 
battle', and the othc'r slaiii*by trcacherv in the place 
to which Ikj had retired. 

' During these transactions in Asia, Ptolemy, 
recing of what impcTittincc Syria, Plimnicia, and 

* L wiii, p. (i21, 622 . 
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Judaea were, as wdl* for covering Egypt, as for 
making proper dispositions from that quarter for 
the invasion of Cyprus, which be had then in view, 
detennined to make himself master of those pro- 
vinces, which were governed by Laomedon. With 
this intention he senf'Nicanor into Syria with a 
body of land-forces, while be himself set out with a 
fleet to attack the coasts. Nicanor defeated Lao- 
medon, and took him prisoner ; in consequence of 
which he soon conquered the inland country. Pto- 
lemy had the same advantages on the coasts, by 
which means he became absolute master pf those 
provinces. The princes in alliance, with him were 
alarmed at the rapidity of these conquests ; but 
Antipater was .at too great a distance, being then 
in Macedonia ; and Antigonus was too much em- 
ployed against Eumenes, to oppose these great 
accessbns to the power of Ptolemy, who gave them 
no little jealousy. , 

• After the defeat of Laomedon, the Jews were 
the only people who made any resistance. They 
were duly-sensible of the obligation they were under, 
by the oath they had taken, to their governor, and 
were determined to continue faithful to him. Pto- 
lemy advanced into Judaea, and formed the siege of 
Jerusalem. This city was so strong by its advan- 
tageous situation, in conjunction with the works of 
art, that it would have sustained a long siege, had it 
not been for the religious fear the Jews entertained 
of violating the law, if they should defend them- 
selves bn the sabbath. Ptolemy was not long un- 
acquainted with this particular; and in order to 
improve the great advantage it gave him, he chose 
that day for the general assarilt ; and as no indivi- 
dual among the Jews Would pfesurae to defend 
himself, the city was taken without any difficulty. 

Ptolemy at first treated Jerusalem and Judaea 
with great severity, for he Cafried above a hundred 


* JoMph. Antiq. 1. xii. c. U 
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thousand of the inhabitants captives into Egypt t 
but when he afterwards considered the steadiness 
with which they had persisted in the fidelity they 
bad sworn to their governors, on this and a variety 
of other occasions, he was canvinced that this qua- 
lity rendered them more worthy of his confidence ; 
and he accordingly chose thirty thousand of the 
most distinguished among them, who w^ere most ca- 
pable of serving him, and appointed them to guard 
the most hnportant places in his dominions. 

Much about this tiibe Antipater fell sick in 
Maeeddnia. The Athenians w^ere greatly dissatis- 
fied with the garrison he had left in their city, and 
had frequently pressed Pliocion to go to the court 
of that prince, and stTlicit him to recall those troops : 
but be always declined that commission, either 
through iBt despair of not succeeding, or else because 
be was conscious that the fear of this garrison was 
the best expedient for keeping them within the 
bounds of their duty. Demades, who was not so 
difficult to be prevailed upon, undertook the com- 
mission with pleasure, and immediately set out with 
his son for Macedonia. Cut his arrival in that 
country could not have happened at a more fatal 
conjuncture for himself. Autipatey*, as I have al- 
ready intimated, was se ized with a severe illness; and 
his son Cassandcr,*nho was absolute master of all 
affairs, had falcly intercepted alettcr w hich Demades 
had written to Antigomis in Asia, pressing him to 
come as soon as possible, and make himself masterof 
Greece and Macedonia; “ which,” as he expressed 
himself, were held together only by a thread, and 
“ even an old and rotten thread,” ridiculing Antipa- 
ter by those exprcipsions. As soon as Cassander saw 
them appear at court, he caused them both to be 
arrested ; and he himself seizing the son first, stab- 
bed him before the facoof his fatlier, and at so little 
distance from him, that he was covered with his 

* Diod. 1. xviii. p. 625, 620. Plut. in Pboc. p. 755 • 
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blood. After which he reproached him with his 
perfidy and ingratitude, and when he had loaded 
him with insults, he killed him also with his own 
hands on the dead body of his son. It is impossible 
not to detest so barbarous a proceeding ; but w^e 
are not much disposed to pity such a wretch as De- 
mades, who had dictated the decree by which De- 
mosthenes and Hyperides were condemned to die. 

The indisposition of Antipater proved fatal to 
him, and his last attention w^as employed in filling 
up the tuo great station^ which he enjoyed. His 
son Cassander w as very desirous of them, "ancKex- 
pected to have them conferred upon him ; notwith- 
standing which, Anlipater bestowed the regency of 
the kingdom, and the government of Macedonia, 
on Polyspcrchon, the oldest of all the surviving 
captains of Alexander, and thought it sufficient to 
associate Cassander with him in those employments. 

I an} at a loss to'determine, whether any instance 
of human conduct was ever greater, or more to be 
admired, than this which I htive now related in few 
w ords ; nothing certainly is more uncommon, and 
history aflbrds us few mstances of the same nature. 
It w as necessary to appoint a governor over Mace- 
donia, and a.^regent of the empire. Antipater, 
who knew the importance of those stations, was 
persuaded that his own glory afid rep^utation, and, 
w’hat was still more prevalent with him, the interest 
of the state, and the preservation of the Macedo- 
nian monarchy, required liini to nominate a man of 
authority, and one respected for his age, experi- 
ence, and past services, lie had a son who was 
not void ot merit : how' rare and difficult therefore, 
but, at the same time, how aimsible and glorious, 
was it to select, on such an occasion, no man but 
the most deserving, and best qualified to serve the 
public effectually ; to stifle tthe voice of nature, 
turn a deaf ear to all her remonstrances, and not 
suffer the judgment to be seduced by the impres- 
sions of paternal affection ; in a word, to continue 
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SO much master of one’s discernment, as to render 
justice to the merit of a stranger, and openly prefer 
it to that of a son, and sacrifice all the interest of 
one’s own family to the public welfare ! History 
has transmitted to us an e^^pressiori of the emperor 
Galba, which will do honour k) his memory 
throughout all ages. “Augustus,”* said he, “chose 
“ a successor out of his own family; and I one from 
“ the whole empire.” 

Cassaoder was extremely enraged at the gross 
affront, whicli, as he pretended, had been offered 
liknby this choice, and thought in that respect like 
the generality of men, who are apt to look upon 
offices as hereditary, who consider the state as of 
no consequence in comparison with tliemsclves ; 
never examining what are the dutfcs required by 
the posts they aspire to, or w hether they have com- 
petent abilities to discharge them, but considering 
only whether those posts wcxild be conducive to 
their fortune. Cassander, not being able*to digest 
his father’s preferriyg a stranger bctbie him, en- 
deavoured to form a party against the hew regent. 
He secured to himself all the strong places he could 
in his government, as well in Greece as in Mace- 
donia, and proposed nothing Icsj^ than to divest 
Polysperchon of the w hole. 

“ For this puspose he endeavoured to engage 
Ptolemy affd Antigonus on his side; and they rea- 
dily espoused it with the same views, aiul from the 
same motives. It was equally their interest to de- 
stroy this new regent, as well as the regency itselt^ 
which always kept them in apprehensions, and re- 
minded them of their state of dependency. They 
likewise imagined, fliat it secretly reproached them 
for aspiring at sovereignty, while it cherished the 
i'ights of the two pupils; and left the governors in 
a situation of uncertainty, in consequence of which 

■ Diod. 1. p. 630, 

♦ Augustus in domo successorm guasmt : ego in republican 
Tacit. Hist. 1. i. c. 13. * 
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they were perpetually in fear of being divest^ of 
their pmwer. Both the one and the other believed 
it would be easy for them to succeed in their de- 
signs, if the Macedonians were once engaged at 
home in a civil war. , 

The death of* Antipater had rendered Antigonus 
the most powerful of all the captains of Alexander. 
His authority was absolute in all the provinces of 
Asia Minor, with the title of generalissimo, and an 
army of seventy thousand men and thirty elephants, 
which no power in the emp-ire was, at that time, ca- 
pable of resisting. It cannot, therefore, be thought 
surprising, that this sup)eriority should inspire him 
with the design of engrossing the whole n>onarcby ; 
and, in order to succeed in that attempt, be began 
with making a‘ reformation in all the governments 
of the provinces within his jurisdiction, displacing 
all those persons whom he suspected, and substi- 
tuting his creatures in their room. In the conduct 
of this sbheme, be removed Aridseus from the go- 
vernment of lesser Phrygia, ^d the Hellespont, 
and Clitus from that of Lydia. 

* Polysperchon neglected nothing, on his part, 
that w'as necessary to strengthen his interest; and 
thought it advisfable to recall Olympias, who had 
fetired into Epirus under the regency of Antipater, 
wi^h the offer of sharing his authority with her. 
This princess dispatched a courier to Eumenest, to 
consult him on the proposal she bad received ; and 
he advised her tp wait some time, in order to see 
what turn affairs would take : adding, that if she 
determined to return to Macedonia, 'he would re- 
commend ^ to her in particular, to forget all the 
injui'ies she thought she had reCeiv^; that it would 
also be lier interest to govern w itb nn^eration, and 
to make others sensible of her authority by ben^ac- 
tionsj and not by severity. As to all other particu- 
lars, be promised an inviolable attacbiuent to herself 


Diod. 1. xViiL p. 620 & 634. Cor. Ncp. in TC nmn. c; vi. 
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and the royal family. Olympias did not conform to 
these judicious counsels in any respect, but set out 
as soon as possible for Macedonia ; where, upon her 
arrival, she consulted nothing but her passions, and 
her insatiable desire of dominion and revenge. 

Polysperchon, who had maiw enemies upon his 
hands, endeavoured to secure Greece, of which he 
foresaw Cassander would attempt to make himself 
master. He also took measures with relation to 
other parts of the empire, as will appear by the 
sequel. ' 

Mn brder to engage the Greeks in his interest, 
he issued a decree, by which be recalled the exiles, 
and reinstated all the cities in their ancient privi- 
leges. He acquainted the Athenians in particular 
by letters, that the king had re-esfablished their 
deinocritcy and ancient form of government, by 
which the Athenians were admitted without distinc* 
tion into public offices. This whs a strain of policy 
Calculated to ensnare Phocion ; for Polysperchon 
intending to make himself master of Athens, as was 
evident in a short time, despaired of succeeding in 
that design, unless he could find some expedient to 
procure the banishment of Phodon, who had fa* 
voured and introduced oligarchy uigder Antipater; 
and he had, therefore, no doubt that he would be 
immediately banished, as soon as ffiose, who bad 
been excluded from tte government^ should be re* 
instated in their ancient rights. 


^ IXsih zviii.p.6Sl,WS. 
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Sect. V. The Athenians condemn Phocion to die. 
Cassander makes himself master of Athens, 
where he establish^ Demetrius Phalereus in 
the governihent of that republic. His prudent 
administration. Eumenes quits Nora. Vari- 
ous expeditions of Antigonus, Seleucus, Ptole- 
my, and other generals against him. Olympias 
causes Aridceus to be slain, and is mhrdered in 
her turn by the orders^of Cassander. The war 
between him and Polysperchon. The re-^ta- 
blishment of Thebes. Eumenes is betrayed by 
his own troops, delivered up to Antigonus, and 
put to death. 

* Cassander, before the death of Antipiter was 
known at Athens, had sent Nicanor thither, to suc- 
ceed Menyllus in tfte government of the fortress of 
Munycoia, soon after which he had made himself 
master of ,the Pireeus. Phocion, who |)Iaccd too 
much confidence in the probity and fidelity of Ni- 
canor, had contracted a strict intimacy, and con- 
versed frequently with him, which caused the peo- 
ple to suspect jtini more than ever. 

In this conjuncture, Alexander, the son of Poly- 
sperchon, arrived with a great body of troops, under 
pretext of succouring the city against ^^icanor,' but 
in reality to seize it himself, if possible, by taking 
advantage of the divisions which then reigned 
within it. A tumultuous assembly was convened, 
in which Phocion was divested of his employ- 
ment; while Demetrius Phalereus, with several 
other citizens, who were appr^ennive of the same 
fate, immediately retired from the city. Phocion, 
who bad the grief to see himself accused of trea- 
son, took sanctuary with Polysperchon, who sent 
bim back to be tried by the people. An assembly 

■ Died, L Xfiii. p, 638 — 642. 
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was immediately convoked, from which neither 
slaves, foreigners, nor any infamous persons what- 
ever, were excluded, although this proceeding was 
contrary to all the established rules. Phocion, and 
the other prisoners, were prjesented to the people. 
Most persons of any merit in the assembly, cast 
down tlieir eyes to the earth at this spectacle, and, 
covering tlieir heads, wept abundantly. One among 
them having the courage to move, that the slaves 
and foreigners might be ordered to withdraw, was 
immediately opfiosed bw the populace, who cried 
ouUhat they ought rather to stone those advocates 
for oligarchy, and enemies of the people. Phocion 
frequently attempted to plead his own cause, and 
vindicate his conduct, but was always interrupted. 
It was customary at Athens, lor the person accused 
to declare, before sentence passed against him, 
what punishment he ought to suffer. Phocioij 
answered aloud, that Ijc condemned himself to die, 
but desired the assembly to spare the rest.* Upon 
this the suffrages wey’e demanded, and they were 
unanimously sentenced to suffer death, ]:)revious to 
which they were conveyed* to the dungeon. De- 
metrius Plialereus, and some others, though absent, 
w ere included in the same condemnjition. The com- 
panions of Phocion w ere so affccte3 by the sorrow 
of their relations and friends, who came to embrace 
theAi in th(^ streets, with the melancholy tender of 
the last farewell, that they proceeded on their way, 
lamenting their unhappy fate in a flood of tears : 
but Phocion still retained the same air and counte- 
nance as he bad formerly sliew n, w iien he quitted 
the assembly to take upon him tlie command of 
armies, and whfn ttie Athenians attended him in 
crowds to his own house with the voice of praises 
and acclamations. 

One of the populace, •more insolent than the rest, 
advanced up to him, and spit in his face. Phocion 
only turned to the magistrates, and said, “ Will 

nobody hinder this man from acting so unwor- 



THE BISTORT OF 

f 

tbily r” When he arrived at the priaon, one of his 
friends having asked him if he bad any message to 
send to his son? “ Yes, certainly,” replied he, “ it 
“ is to desire that he would never remember the in- 
“ justice of the Atheni§ns.” When he had uttered 
these words, he took the hemlock, and died. 

On that day there was also a public procession; 
and as it passed before the prison, some of the per- 
sons who composed it took their crowns from their 
heads ; others turned their eyes to the gsftes of tlie 
prison, and burst into teats; and all who had atly 
remains of humanity and religion, and who^e souls 
were not entirely depraved and blinded by rage or 
anvy, acknowledged it to be an instance of unnatural 
barbarity, as well as a great imfyiety, with regard to 
the city, not to have abstained, on such a solemn 
day, from the infliction of death on a citizep;so uni- 
versally esteemed, and whose admirable virtues had 
procured him the appellation of The Good.* 

To punish t the greatest virtues as the most 
flagitious crimes, and to repay the best of services 
with the niost inhuman treatment, is an oflence 
worthy of condemnation in all places, but espe- 
cially in Athens, where ingratitude was punishable 
by the law. Tlje regulations of her sage legislator 
still subsisted af that time, but they were wrested to 
the condemnation of her citizens,<and only became 
an evidence, how much that people w4fe degene- 
rated in their manners. 

The enemies of Phocioo, not satisfied with the 
punishment they bad caused him to suffer, and fan- 
cying that something more was still waViting to com- 
plete their triumph, obtained an order from the peo- 

* Ob integritatem vit^ Bontu eJt appellattH. Coe. Nep. 

f &uid ci)at quin publka dctncnHa sit existimsmda, summo 
consensu maximas virtutes quasi gravissima ddkta pmdrc, benem 
Jieiaqta i^riis rependertf QuoH ^ vbique, turn pfskipud 
Athmis ifUoierabile videri debet, in qui urbe aiverssU ingraioe 
actio eonstiiuta est — Shantam ergo repreheumm merentur, qiti 
tdm aquisdma jura sed iniquissima hahehant ingdUa, morilue 
suis, futkn Ugiim uH mdmint f Yal. Mae. L ti c. 3. 
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pie, that bis body should be carried out of the terri> 
tory of Attica, and that none of the Athenians 
should furnish fire to honour bis funeral pile : these 
last offices were, therefore, rendered to him in the 
territories of Megara. A lady of the country, who 
accidentally assisted at his funeral with her ser- 
vants, caused a cenotaph, or vacant tomb, to be 
erected to bis memory on the same spot; over 
which she made the customary libations ; and col- 
lecting into her robe the bones of that great man, 
which she had carefully gathered up, she conveyed 
their, into her house by night, and buried them 
under her hearth, with these expressions : “ Dear 
“ and sacred hearth, I here confide to thee, and 
“ deposit in thy bosom, these precious remains of 
“ a worthy man. Preserve them wkh fidelity, in 
“ order lo restore them hereafter to the monument 
“ of bis ancestors, when the Athenians shall be-, 
“ come wiser than they are at present.” 

Though it may possibly be thought, that a*variety 
of irregular, tumultuous, unjust, and cruel senten- 
ces, denounced in Athens against virtuous citizens 
at different times, miglit have prepared us for this 
last; it will, however, be always thought surpris- 
ing, that a whole people, of wbon^ one naturally 
conceives a . noble idea, after such a 'series of great 
actions, should be capable of such a strange perver- 
sity.* But il ought to be remembered, that the 
dregs of a vile populace, entirely void of honour, 
probity, and morals, predominated at that time tU; 
Athens. And there is sufficient foundation for the 
sentiments of* Flato and Plutarch, who declare^ 
that the people, when they are eitirer destitute of 
guides, or no logger* listen to their admonitions ; 
and When they have tlirowo off the reins by which 
they once were checked, and are entirely abandoned 
totbeir impetuosity and Caprice.; ought to be con- 
sidered as a blind, funous, intractable, and blood- 
thirs^ monster, ready to launch in a moment into 
the most fatal and opposite extremea, and infinitely 
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more formidable than the most inhuman tyrants. 
What can be expected from such a tribunal ? When 
people resolve to be guided by nothing but mere 
passion ; to have no regard to decorum, and to run 
headlong into an open violation of all laws ; the 
best, the jnstest, and most innocent of mankind, 
will sink under an implacable and prevailing cabal. 
This Socrates experienced almost a hundred years 
before Phocion perished by the same fate. 

This last was one of the greatest men tl)at Greece 
ever produced, in whose» person every kind of nferit 
was united. He had been educated in the school 
of Plato and Xenocrates, and formed his manners 
upon the most perfect plan of Pagan virtue, to 
which his conduct was always conformable. 

It would be difficult for any person to carry dis* 
interested ness higher than this extraordin,ary man 
, which appeared from the extreme poverty in which 
he died, after the vuany great offices be had filled. 
How ihany opportunities of acquiring riches has a 
general always at the head of armies, who acts 
against rich and opulent enemies; sometimes in 
countries abounding with all things, and which seem 
to invite the plunderer ! But Phocion would have 
thought it in^mous, had he returned from bis 
campaigns laden with any acquisition, but the glory 
of his exalted actions, and the gtateful benedictions 
of the people he had spared. ' ‘ 

This excellent person, amidst all the severity 
which rendered him in some measure intractable, 
when the interests of the republic were concerned, 
had so much natural softness and biAnanity that his 
enemies themselves always found him disposed to 
assist them. It might even bhve jpeen said, that he 
was a composition of two natures, whose qualities 
were entirely opposite to each other in appearance. 
When be acted as a public man, he armed himself 
with fortitude, and steadiness, and zeal ; he could 
sometimes assume even the air of a rigid indignaf 
tion, and was inflexible in supporting discipline in 
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its utmost strictness. If, on the other hand, he 
appeared in a private capacity, his conduct was a 
perpetual display of mildness and affability, con- 
descension and patience, and was graced with all 
the virtues that can render the commerce of life 
agreeable. It was no inconsiderable merit, and 
especially in a military man, to be capable of unit- 
ing two such different characters in such a manner, 
that as the severity which was necessary for the pre- 
servation of good order, ufas never seen to dege- 
nerate into the rigour that creates aversion, so the 
gendeness and complacency of his disposition never 
sunk into that softness and indifference which occa- 
sions contempt 

He has been greatly applauded for reforming 
the modern custom of his country^ which made 
war and politics two different professions ; and also 
for restoring the manner of governing which Peri- 
cles and Aristides adopted, by uniting each of those’ 
talents in himself. '> 

As lie was persuaded, tliat eloquence was essen- 
tial to a statesman, especially in a republican go- 
vernment, he applied himself to the attainment of 
it with great assiduity and success. His was con- 
cise, solid, full of force and sense, always keeping 
close to the point in question. Hfe thought it be- 
neath a statesman to use a poignant and satiric 
style, and his only answer to tliose who employed 
such language against him, was silence and pa- 
tience. * An orator having once interrupted him 
with many injurious expressions, he suffered him 
to continue wi that strain as long as he pleased, 
and then resumed his own discourse with as much 
coolness as if lif ha.l heard nothing. 

It was highly glorious for Pliocion, that he was 
forty- five times elected general by a people to 
whose caprice he was so little inclinable to accom- 
modate bis conduct, and it is remarkable that these 
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elections always happened when he waA absent^ 
without any previous solicitations on his part His 
wife was sufficiently sensible how much this re* 
dounded to his glory, and one day when an Ionian 
lady of considerable rank, who lodged in her house, 
shewed her, ^ith an *air of ostentation and plea- 
sure, her ornaments of gold, with a variety of jew- 
els and bracelets, she answered her with a invest 
tone, “ For my part, 1 have no ornament but 
“ Phocion, who for these twenty years has always 

been elected general o£ the Athenians.” 

His regular and frugal life contributed not ^lit- 
tle to the vigorous and healthy old age he enjoyed. 
When he was in his eightieth year, he commanded 
the forces, and. sustained ail the fatigues of war, 
with the vivacity of a young officer. 

One of the great principles in the politics of 
Phocion was, that peace ought always to be the 
aim of every wise government, and with this view, 
he was e constant opposer of all wars that were 
either imprudent or unnecessary. He was even 
apprehensive of those that were most just and ex- 
pedient ; because he was sensible, that every war 
weakened and impoverished a state, even amidst a 
series of the greatest victories, and that whatever 
the advantage tfiight be at the commencement of it, 
there was never any certainty of terminating it, 
without experiencing the most tragical* vicissitndes 
of fortune. 

The interest of the public never gave way with 
him to any domestic views ; he constaotly refused 
to solicit, or act in favour of his sonAin-law, Cha- 
ricies, who was summoned before the republic, to 
account for the sums he had teceped from Har- 
palus ; and he then addreised himself to him witti 
this admirable expression — 1 have made you my 
“ son-in-law, but only for what is honest and ho- 
“ nourable.” It must inde^ be acknowledged, 
that men of this character seem very unaccommo- 
dating and jnsiippoitable in the common transac- 
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timis of life : they are always starting difficulties, • 
when any affair is proposed to them ; and never 
perform any good offices with entire ease and 
grace. They must always deliberate, whether 
what is requested of them be just or not. Their 
friends and relations have as little influence over 
them as utter strangers ; and they Always oppose, 
either their conscience, or some particular duties to 
ancient friendship, affinity, or the interest of their 
fomilies. To this height of delicacy did Phocion 
carry the*Pagan probity. 

One ,may justly apply *to him what Tacitus said 
of aVelebrated Roman, I mean Helvidius Priscus.f 
Phocion, who had as solid a genius as that person, 
applied himself at first to philosophy, not to cover 
his indolence with tfie pompous titlc^of a sage, but 
to qualify himself for entering upon the conduct 
of aflfairs with more vigour and resolution against 
all unexpected accidents. He concurred in opinion 
with those who acknowledge no other goo^ or evil 
than virtue and vice, and who rank all externals, 
as fortune, power, nobility, in the class of indif- 
ferent things. He was a firm friend, a tender lius- 
band, a good senator, a worthy citizen, and dis- 
charged all the offices of civil life with equal inte- 
grity. He preserved a steadinessuif mind in pro- 
sperity that resembled stiffness and severity, and 
despised dq^th al much as riches. 

These are part of the great qualities of Phocion, 
who merited a happier end ; and they were placed 

♦ Hac prima lex in amicitid sanciatttr, ut neque rogemas 7 'ei 
turpesy necfaciamus rogati. Tttrpis enitn excusatio est, et minimi 
accipienda, ctlm in cceterig pecctUit, ium $i quis contra refnpublicam 
9€ amici ctmdfedmfateaJtur, Cic. de Amicit. n. 10. 

t Ingenium illusive aftioribus studiis Juvenis admodum dedit, 
non ut nomine magnifico segne otium vetaret, sed qud Jirmior nd- 
versds fortuita retnpublicnm capesserct. Doctores sapient ia secu- 
tus esty qui sola bona qua honei^a, mala tanitlm qua turpia, poten^^ 
tiamy nobilitatem, cateraqu% extra aninnm, neque bonis jieque ma^ 
Us armumerant — Civis, senator, maritus, amicus, cunctis vita offi- 
ciis aquabilis: opum contemptor, recti pervicax, constuns adver^ 
ius metus. Tacit, Hist, t iv. c. 5. 
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in their most amiable licrht by his death. The con-* 
stfilncy of mind, ihe^nildness of disposition, and the 
forgetfulness of wrongs conspicuous in his conduct 
on that occasion, are above all his other praises, 
and infinite ly enhance their lustre, especially as we 
shall see nothing comparable to him from henceforth 
in the Grecian history. 

His infatuated and ungrateful country was not 
sensible of their unworthy proceeding till some time 
after his death. The Athenians then erected a statue 
of brass to his memory, and honourably interred his 
bones at the public expence. His accusers ajso suf- 
fered a punishment suitable to their desert ; buf 'did 
not his judges themselves deserve to be treated with 
greater severity ? They punished their own crime 
in others, and thought themselves acquitted by 
erecting a brazen statue. They were even ready 
to relapse into the same injustice against others 
who were equally innocent, w horn they condemned 
during |heir lives, and had never the equity to ac-^ 
quit till after their death. 

^ Cassander was careful to take advantage of the 
disorder that reigned in Atlrens, and entered the Pi- 
raeus with a fleet of thirty-five vessels, which he had 
received from Antigonus. The Athenians, when they 
beheld tliemselves destitute of all succours, unani- 
mously resolved to send deputies to Cassander, in 
order to know the conditions on 'wbicli they Height 
obtain a peace ; and it was mutually agreed that the 
Athenians should continue masters of the city, with 
its territories, and likewise of the revenues and ships. 
But it was stipulated that the citadel j^fiould remain 
in the power of Cassander, nill he had ended the 
war with the kings. And as tp what related to the 
affairs of the republic, it was agieed, that those 
whose income amounted to ten minae, or a thousand 
drachmae, should have a sjiare in the government, 
which w^as a less sum by half than that w^hicb w as 


^ Diod. U xriii. p. 642. 
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the qualification for publio employraents, when 
Antipater made himself master of Athens. In 
a word, the inhabitants permitted Cassander to 
choose what citizen he pleased to govern the re- 
public; and Demetrius Phalereus was elected to 
that dignity about the close of the third year of the 
115th Olympiad. The ten years' government, 
therefore, which Diodorus and Diogenes have as- 
signed Demetrius, is to be computed from the be- 
ginning of the following year. 

He governed the republic in peace ; constantly 
treated his fellow-citizensVith mildness and huma- 
nity’^ and historians acknowledge that the govern- 
ment was never better regulated than under Cas- 
sander. This prince seemed inclinable to tyranny; 
but the Athenians \tere not sensible of its effects. 
And though Demetrius, whom he ha*d constituted 
chief of. the republic, was invested with a kind of 
sovereign power; yet instead of abolishing the de*» 
mocracy, he may rather be said to have re-esta- 
blished it. He acted in such a manner, fliat the 
people scarce perceived that he was master. As 
he united in his person the politician and the man ' 
of letters, his soft and persuasive eloquence demon- 
strated the truth of an expression he frequently ■ 
used, that discourse had as much po^yer in a govern- 
ment as arms in war. His abilities in political affairs 
were equally conspicuous;* for he drew forth spe- 
culative philosophy from the shade and inactivity of 
the schools, exhibited her in full light, and knew 
how to familiarize her precepts with the most tu- 
multuous affairs. It would have been difficult, 
therefore, to have found a person capable of excel- 
ling like him, at the same time, in the art of govern- 
ment, and the study* of the sciences. 

* MirdbUiter docirinam ex umbraculit eruditcrum otioque, non 
modi m eokrn atque pulverem, Ud in iptum ditcri^ aciemqut 
perduxit Sui utr&que re*excelleret, ut et doetrnut etudiit, ** 
regendd civUate princ^t estet, gui$ facUi pr«<er kttne insenin 
poieetf Cic. I. iii. de leg. n. 15. 

•VOL. V. 8 D * 



40S 


THE HI8T0KT OF 


He acquired, duringthese ten years of his govern- 
ment, thatreputation which has caused him to be con- 
sidered as one of the greatest men Athens has pro- 
duced. He augmented the revenues of the republic, 
and adorned the city with noble structures; he was 
likewise industrious to>diminish luxury, and all ex- 
pences calculated only for ostentation. For which 
reason he disapproved of those that were laid out on 
theatres,* porticoes, and new temples, and openly 
censured Pericles, for having bestowed such a pro- 
digious sum of money on the magnificent porticoes 
of the temple of Pallas, called P ropy Lea." But in all 
public feasts which had been consecrated by (Anti- 
quity, or when the people were inclinable to be ex- 
pensive in the celebration of any sacred solemnities, 
be permitted them to use their riches as they pleased. 

^The expence was excessive at tlie death of great 
persons, and their sepulchres were as sumptuous 
^nd magnificent as those of the Romans in the age 
of Cicero. Demetrius made a law to abolish this 
abuse, which had passed into a custom, and inflicted 
penalties qn those who disobeyed it. He also or- 
dered the ceremonials of funerals to be performed 
by night, and none were permitted to place any 
■ other ornament on tombs, than a column three 
cubits high, oi^ a plain tablet, mensam; and he 
appointed a particular magistrate to enforce the 
observation of this law. 

*He likewise made laws for the regulation of 
manners, and commanded young persons to testify 
respect to their parents at home ; and in the city 
to those whom they met in their way, and to them- 
selves, when they were alone. 

* The poor citizens w'ere lijcewise the objects of 
.» €• 

« Plut. in praecept. reip. ger. p. 818, ^ Cic. de Leg. 1. ii. 

63—^6. • Diog. Laert, ^ Plut. in vit. Arist. p. 535. 

■- * Jheatra,pofiicu9,rmatempIa,ver€cundiMUreprehmdoprop^ 
ierPonijpaiuH: sed doctimmi in^robant-—ut PftaUreus Demetrius^ 
^ Penclm,prmcipan Graecia, vinq)erabat quod tantam pecuniam 
in praclnra ilia Prop^laa conjecait, Cic, I. ii, de Offic. n. CO, 
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his attention. There were at that time in Athens 
some of the descendants of Aristides, that Athenian 
general, who, after he had ‘ possessed the greatest 
offices in the state, and governed the affairs of the 
treasury for a very considerable time, died so poor, 
that the public was obligetl to defray the charges 
of his funeral. Demetrius took care of those de- 
scendants who were poor, and assigned them a daily 
sum for their subsistence. 

*Such^says uElian, was the government of Deme- 
trius Phalereus, till the ^irit of envy, so natural to 
th^Atlienians, obliged him to quit the city, in the 
manner we shall soon relate. 

The advantageous testimonials rendered him by 
ancient authors of t]ie gVeatest repute, not only with 
respect to, his extraordinary talent^ and ability in 
the art, of government, but likewise to his virtue, 
and th^ wisdom of his conduct, furnish a full refu- 
tation of afl that has been advjanccd by Athenaeu^, 
on the authority of the historian Duris, with relation 
to the irregularity of his deportment; and strength- 
ens the conjecture olf M. llonamy, wIk) supposes, 
that Duris, or Athenseus, lias imputed that to De- 
metrius Phalereus which related only to Demetrius 
Poliorcetes, the son of Antigonus, to whom iElian 
ascribes the very particulars whic4i Athenseus^had 
cited from Duri^. ^'The reader may have recourse 
to the dissertation of M. Bonainy, which has been 
very useful to me in the course of this work. 

^ During the 1 15th Olympiad, Demetrius Phale- 
reus caused the inhabitants of' Attica to be num- 
bered, and Ihey amounted to twenty-one thousand 
^ citizens, ten thousand ^ strangers, and * forty 

thousand domestics. 

# • 

* ^lian. !. iii. c. 17. *• Tom. VIII. des Memoires de 

I'Academ, des Belles Lettres. ' Athen. I. vi. p. 272. 

^ 'A^Tjvaiy;. * iJi.sr6^8$, ® oiK^as, 

* The words in the original are u,vpid,$ots rs(r<ra,pOLKOy'fa, forty 
myriads, which are equal to four hundred thousand, which is an 
^Ident mistake ; and it undoubtedly ought to be read rierffapas, 
four myriads^ which amount to forty thousand^ 

2 D 2 
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■ We now return to Polysperchon. When he had 
received intelligence that Cassander had made him* 
Self master of Athens, he immediately hastened to 
besiege him in that city ; but as the siege took up 
a great length of time, he left part of his troops 
before the place, and Advanced with the rest into 
Peloponnesus, to force the city of Megalopolis to 
surrender. The inhabitants made a long and vigorous 
defence, which compelled Polysperchon to employ 
his attention and forces on those quarters to which 
he was called by more pressing necessities. H.e 
dispatched Ciitus to the Hellespont, with .orders 
to prevent the enemy’s troops from passing out of 
Asia into Europe. Nicanor set sail, at the same 
time, from the port of Athens, in order to attack 
him, but was himself defeated near Byzantium. 
Antigonus having advanced in a very seasonable 
juncture, made himself amends for this losJs, beat 
Ciitus, and took all his fleet, except the vessel which 
Ciitus w.as aboard, which escaped with great dif- 
ficulty. 

"Antigonus was most embarrassed in his endea- 
vours to reduce Eumenes, whose valour, wisdom, 
and great ability in the art of war, were more for- 
midable to him than all the rest, though he had 
besieged and blocked him up for twelve months in 
the castle of Nora. He therefore made a second 
attempt to engage him in his interest, for he had 
taken measures to that effect before be formed that 
•iege. He accordingly consigned this commission to 
Jerom of Cardia, his countryman, and a famous his- 
torian of that time,* who was authorised by him to 
make overtures of accommodation to his adversary. 
Eumenes conducted this negoc'ation with so much 
dexterity and address, that he extricated himself from 
the siege,at the very j uncture wherein he was reduced 

* Died. I. xviii. p, 642 — 646. • Plat, in Enmen. p. 590. 

* He compiled the history of those who divided the domi- 
nions of AlezaiKier amon^. themselves, and it Hkewiso eoapre- 
haaded the history ^ thair successots. 
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to the last extremities, and without entering into any 
particular engagements with Antigonus. For the 
latter having inserted in the oath, which Eumenes 
was toswear in consequence of this accommodation, 
that he would consider all those as his friends and 
enemies, who should prove such .to Antigonus ; 
Eumenes changed that article, and swore that he 
would regard all those as his friends and enemies, 
who should be such to Olympias and the kings, as 
well as to Antigonus. He consented that the Ma- 
cedonians who assisted at the siege, should deter- 
mine which of these two forms was best; and as they 
were guided by their affection for the royal family, 
they declared, without the least hesitation, for the 
form drawn up by Eumenes; upon which he swore 
to it, and the siege was immediately* raised. 

When Antigonus was informed of the manner in 
which thisnffair was concluded, he was so dissatisfied 
witi) it, that he refused to ratify the treaty, and gave 
orders for the siege to be instantly renewed? These 
orders, however, caiye too late, for as soon as Eu- 
menes saw the enemy's forces were withdrawn from 
before the place, he quitted it without delay, with 
the remains of his troops, which amounted to five 
hundred men, and retired to Cappadocia, w here he 
immediately assembled two thousahd of his veteran 
soldiers, and mad^ all the necessary preparations for 
sustaining the war, which he foresaw would soon be 
revived against him. 

The revolt of Antigonus from the kings having 
occasioned a great alarm, Polysperchon the regent 
dispatched t6 Eumenes, in the name of the kings, 
a commission by which he was constituted captain- 
general of Asia Minor ; orders were likewise sent to 
Teutames and ^ntigends, colonels of the Argyras- 
pides, to join, and serve under him, against Anti- 
gonus. The necessary orders were also transmitted 
to those who had the care of the kings’ treasures, 
to pay him five hundred talents, for the re-esteblish- 
ment of his own affairs, and likewise to furnish him 
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with all the sums that would be necessary to defray 
the expences of the war. All these were accompa- 
nied with letters from Olympias to the same purport. 

A. M. f Eumenes was very sensible that the accumula- 
Anf J^C these honour^ on the head of a foreigner, 

31 8 . * would infallibly excite a violent envy against him, 
and render him odious to the Macedonians : but as 
he was incapable of acting to any effect without 
them, and since the good of the service itself made 
it necessary for him to employ all his efforts to gain 
them, he began with refusing the sums which were 
granted him for his own use, declaring that tie bad 
no occasion for them, because he was not intent on 
any particular advantage of his own, nor on any en- 
terprise of that tendency. He was studious to treat 
every person about him, the officers, and even the 
soldiers, with an obliging civility, in order* to ex- 
tinguish, as much as possible, or at least to iveaken, 
by an engaging conduct, the jealousy to which his 
condition, as a foreigner, afforded a plausible pre- 
text, though he endeavoured pot to draw it upon 
himself by any conduct of his own. 

But an impediment, still more invincible in ap- 
pearance, threw him under a restraint, and created 
him very cruel anxiety. Antigenes -and Teutames, 
who commanded the Argyraspides, thought it dis- 
honourable to their nation to submit to a foreigner, 
and refused to attend him in council. On 'the 
other hand, he could not, without derogating from 
the prerogatives of his post, comply witli them in 
that point, and consent to bis own degradation. An 
ingenious fiction disengaged him from*^his perplex- 
ity ; and. he bad recourse to the aids of religion, 
or rather superstition, which h&s always a power- 
ful influence over the minds of men, and seldom 
fails to take effect. He assured them, “ That 

Alexander, arrayed in his ^royal robes, had ap- 

^ DLod. Lxtiii. p.(}3.5, 636, & 663. Plut in Bum. p. 591 
--593. Cor. Nep* c. fii. 
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appeared to him in his slumber, and shewn him a 
magnificent tent, in which a throne was erected, 
and that the monarch declared to him, that while 
they held their councils in that tent, to deliber- 
** ate on their affairs, he himself would be always 
** present, seated on that tfirone ; fyom whence he 
** would issue bis orders to his captains, and that he 
“ would conduct them in the execution of all their 
designs and enterprises, provided they would al> 
ways address themselves to him.” This discourse 
was sufficient, and the minds of all who heard it 
we^p wrought upon by the profound respect they 
entertained for the memory of that prince: in con- 
sequence of which they immediately ordered a 
splendid tent to be. erected, and a throne placed in 
it, which was to be called the thrm^of Alexander; 
and on it u'ere to be laid his diadem and crown, 
with his scpptre and arms ; that all the chiefs should 
resort thither every morning to offer sacrifices ; that 
their consultations should be held near the throne, 
and that all orders should be received in the name 
of the king, as if he were still living, and taking care 
of his kingdom. Eumenes calmed the dispute by this 
expedient, which met w itli unanimous approbation. 
No one raised himself above the others ; but each 
competitor continued in the enjoytncnt of bis privi- 
leges, till new events decided them in a more posi- 
tive manner. 

'As Eumenes was sufficiently supplied with 
money, he soon raised a very considerable body of 
troops, and had an army of twenty thousand men 
in the spring. These forces, with Eumenes at their 
bead, were sufficient to spread terror among his 
enemies. Ptolen^ sailed to the coasts of Cilicia, 
and employed* aU sorts of expedients to corrupt 
the Argyraspides. Antigonus, on his part, made 
the same attempts by the emissaries he had in bis 
camp; but neither* the one qor the other could 


i Diod. 1. xvHi. p. 6S0~038. • 
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then succeed; so much had Eumenes gained upon 
the minds of his soldiers, and so great was the con* 
fidence they reposed in him. 

-He advanced, with these troops, thus favourably 
disposed, into Syria and Phoenicia, to recover those 
provinces which Ptolemy hadseized with the greatest 
injustice. The maritime force of Phoenicia, in con- 
junction with the fleet, which the regent had 
already procured, would have rendered them ab- 
solute masters by sea, and they might likewise have 
been capable of transmitting all necessary succours 
to each other. Could Eumenes have succee/jed 
in this design, it would have been a decisive blow ; 
but the fleet of Polysperchon having been entirely 
destroyed by the misconduct of Clitus, who com- 
manded it, th,at misfortune rendered his project 
ineffectual. Antigonus, who had defeated him, 
marched by land, immediately after that victory, 
a^inst Eumenes, with an army much more nu- 
merous than his owm. Eumenes made a prudent 
retreat through Coele-syria, passed the Euphrates, 
and took up his winter-quarters at Carrhae in Me- 
sopotamia. 

' During his continuance in those parts, be sent 
to Pithon, governor of Media, and to Seleucus, go- 
vernor of Babylon, to press them to joii\him w ith 
their forces against Antigonus, aqd caused tlie or- 
ders of the kings to be shewn them, bywhich they 
were enjoined to comply with his demand. They 
answered, that they were ready to assist those mo- 
narcbs ; but that, as to himself, they would have 
no transactions with a man who bad been declared 
a public enemy by the Macedonians. This was 
only a pretext, and they were actuated by a much 
more prevalent motive. If they had acknowledged 
the authority of Eumenes, and had obeyed him 
by advancing to him, and subjecting their troops 
to his command, they must 'also have acknow- 


, ' Diod. l.xix. p. 060 , 601 . 
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ledged the sovereign power of the regent, as well 
as of those who were masters of the royal pupils, 
and made use of their name, to render their own 
power more extensive. Pithon and Seleucus must, 
therefore, by inevitable consequence, have owned 
that they held their governments only from those 
kings, and might be divested, of them at their plea* 
sure by the first order which might be issued to that 
effect; and this would have destroyed all their am- 
bitious pretences with a single stroke. 

Most of the officers of Alexander, who bad 
shared the governments of the empire among them- 
selves after his death, were solicitous to secure to 
themselves the supreme power in their several pro- 
vinces; for which reason they had chosen a person 
of a mean capacity, and an infant, on whom they 
conferred the title of sovereign, in order to have suf- 
ficient time to establish their usurpations under so* 
weak a government. But all these measures would 
have been disconcerted, if they had allowed Eflmenes 
an ascendant over the(p, with such an air of superi- 
ority as subjected them to bis orders, lie issued 
them, indeed, in the namenf the kings; but this 
was a circumstance they were desirous of evading, 
and this it was that created him so many enemies 
and obstructions. They were also apprehensive of 
the merit and supesior genius of Eumenes, who was 
capable of thb greatest and most difficult enterprises. 
It is certain, that of all the captains of Alexander, 
he had the greatest share of wisdom and bravery, 
and was also the most steady in his resolutions, and 
the most faithfhl in his engagements ; for be never 
violated those which he had made with any of those 
commanders, though^bey did not observe the same 
fidelity with respect to him. 

Eumenes marched in the direction of Babylonia 
the following spring, and^as in danger of losing his 
army by a stratagem of Seleucus. The troops were en- 
camped in a plain near the Euphrates; and Seleucus, 
by cutting ^e banks of that river, laid all the neigh- 
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boaring country under water. Eumenes, however, 
was so expeditious as io gain an eminence with bis 
troops, and found means, the next day, to drain off 
the inundation so effectually, that he pursued his 
march alnoost without .sustaining any loss. 

* Seleucus was then reduced to the necessity of 
making a truce with him, and of granting him a 
peaceable passage through the territories of his pro- 
vince, in order to arrive at Susa, where he disposed 
his troops into quarters of refreshment, while he so- 
licited all the governors of the provinces in Upper 
Asia for succours. He had before notifiednojibem 
the order of the kings ; and those whom he had 
charged with that comn^ission, found them ail 
assembled, at the close of a :.var they had under- 
taken in conceit against Pithon the governor of 
Media. This Pithon having pursued the very same 
.measures in the Upper Asia, which Antigonus had 
formed in the Lower, had caused Philotas to be put 
todeath,and made himself master of his government. 
He would likewise have attempted to treat the rest 
in the same manner, if they had not opposed him 
by this confederacy, which the common interest had 
formed against him. Peucestes, governor of the pro- 
vince of Persia, had the command in chief conferred 
upon him, and defeated Pithon, drove him out of 
Media, and obliged him to go tOrBabylon to implore 
the protection of Seleucus. All the* confederates 
were still in the camp after this victory, when the 
deputies from Eumenes arrived, and they imme- 
diately marched from Susa to join him : not that 
they were really devoted to the roydi party, but be- 
cause they were more apprehensive than ever of 
being subjected to the vietoflous Antigonus, who 
was then at the head of a poweiful army, and either 
divested of their employments all such governors as 
he suspected, or rednced'tbem to the state of mere 
of^cers. liable to be remov^ and punished at bii 
pleasure. 

* IKed. 1. xix, p. 602—664. Plat, in Eumen. 
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They joined Eumenes, therefore, with all their 
forces, which composed an array of above twenty- 
five thousand men. With this reinforcement he 
aaw himself not only in a condition to oppose An- 
tigonus, who was then advancing to him, but even 
much superior in the number of his4roops. The 
season was too fajr advanced when Antigonus ar- 
rived at the banks of the Tygris, and was obliged to A. M, 
take winter-quarters in Mesopotamia; where, with 3687. 
Seleucus and Pithon, who were then of his party, 
he •concerted measures fdr the operations of the 
nextcarhpaign. 

* During these transactions, Macedonia was the 
scene of a great revolution. Olympias, the mother 
of Alexander the Great, whom Polysperchon had 
recalled, had made herself absolute mistress of 
affairs, i^nd caused Aridaeus, or Philip, who had 
enjoyed the -title of king for six years and four* 
months, to be put to death. Etirydice his consort 
shared the same fate ; for Olympias sent* her a 
dagger, a cord, and a bowl of poison,^ and only 
allowed her the liberty of choosing her death. She 
accordingly gave the preference to the cord, and 
then strangled herself, after she had uttered a 
thousand imprecations against herepemy and mur- 
deress. Nicanor, the brother of Cassander, and a 
hundred of the principal friends of this latter, like- 
wise IsuffereJ death. 

These repeated barbarities did not long remain 
unpunished. Olympias had retired to Pydna with 
the young king Alexander, and his mother Roxana, 
with Thessalomca, the sister of Alexander the Great, 
and Deidamia, the daughter of ^acides, king of 
Epirus, and siste[ ofYyrrhus. Cassander did not 
lose any time, but besieged them by sea and land. 
iEacides prepared to assist the princesses, and 
was already upon hw iftarch ; but the greatest 
part of his forces, who were averse to that ex- 


* Riod. L xtx. p* 659 , 660. 
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pedition, revolted from the king, and condemned 
him to banishment when they returned to Epirus. 
They likewise massacred all his friends; and 
Pyrrhus, the son of decides, who was then but an 
infant, would have suffered the same fate, if a set 
of faithful domestics had not happily withdrawn him 
from their rage. Epirus then declared in favour of 
Cassander, who sentLyciscus thither to take upon 
him the government in his name. Olympias had 
then no resource but in Polysperchon alone, who 
was then in Perrhoebia, a<Binall province on the con- 
fines of .Sitolia, and was preparing to succout;.ber; 
butCassander sent Callas, one of his genera Is, against 
him, who corrupted the greatest part of his troops, 
and obliged him to retire into»Naxia, a city of Per- 
rhoebia, whei% he besieged him. Olympias, whohad 
supported all the miseries of famine with aainvinci- 
"ble courage, having now lost all hopes of relief, was 
compelled to surrender at discretion. 

Caslander, in order to destroy her in a manner 
that might give the least offence, prompted the re- 
lations of the principal officers, whom Olympias bad 
caused to be slain during her regency, to accuse her 
in the assembly of the Macedonians, and to sue for 
vengeance forthe cruelties she had committed. The 
request of these persons was granted; and when 
they had all been heard, she was,condemned to die, 
though absent, and no one interposed his good offices 
in her defence. After sentence of death had thus 
passed, Cassander proposed to her, by some friends, 
to retire to Athens, promising to accommodate her 
with a galley to convey her thither*, whenever she 
should be so disposed. His intention was to destroy 
her in her passage by sea, andS:o publish through all 
Macedonia that the gods, amidst' their displeasure 
at her horrible crueltira, bad abandoned her to the 
mercy of the waves : for'-be was apprehensive of a 
retaliation from the Macedonians, and was, there- 
fore, desirous of casting upon Providence all the 
odious ckcumstan^ of bis own perfidy. 
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Olympias, whether she had been advertised of 
Cassander’s design, or whether she was actuated by 
sentiments of grandeur, so natural to persons of her 
rank, imagined her presence alone would calm the 
storm, and answered, with {^n imperious air, that 
she was not a woman who would have recourse to 
flight, and insisted on pleading her own cause in the 
public assembly; adding, this was the least favour 
that could be granted a queen, or rather, that it was 
an act of justice, which could not be refused to per- 
sons of the lowest rank. Gassander had no inclina- 
tion to consent to this demand, having reason to be 
appr^ensive that the remembrance of Philip and 
Alexander, for whom the Macedonians retained the 
utmost veneration, would create a sudden change in 
their resolutions; he, therefore, sent two hundred 
soldiers, entirely devoted to his will, with orders to 
destroy h’er : , but resolute as they were, they were 
incapable of supporting the aii>of majesty which 
appeared in the eyes and aspect of that princess ; 
and retired without executing their commission. 
It became necessary, therefore, to employ in this 
murder, the relations of those>whom she had caused 
to suffer death ; and they were transported at the 
opportunity of gratifying their own vengeance, and 
at the same ^ime making their court *to Cassander. 
Thus perished the f9.mous Olympias, the daughter, 
the sister, the wife, and the mother of kings, who 
really merited so tragical a period of her days, 
in consequence of all her crimes and cruelties ; but 
whom it is impossible to see perish in this manner, 
without detesting the wickedness of a prince who 
deprived her of life in so unworthy a manner. 

* Cassander alreadjf beheld an assured passa^ to 
the Macedonian throne opened to his ambition ; 
but he thought it incun^nt on him to have recourse 
to other measures, in order to secure himself against 
the vicissitudes of time, the inconstancy of the 

■ Diod. l.zix. p.69S— e07. * 
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Mdccdoniaiis, and the jealousy of his competitors. 
Thessalonica, the sister of Alexander the Great, 
being qualified by her illustrious birth, and authority 
in Macedonia, to conciliate to him the friendship 
of the grandees and people of that kingdom, he 
hoped, by espousing her, to attach them in a 
peculiar manner to himself, in consequence of the 
esteem and respect he should testify for the royal 
family. 

There was still one obstacle more ^to be sur- 
mounted, without which Cassander would hnve 
always been deemed an usurper and a tyrant.^ The 
young prince Alexander, the son of Alexander the 
Great, by Roxana, was still living, and had been ac- 
knowledged king, and the lawful heir to the throne. 
It became necessary, therefore, to remoye this prince 
and his mother out of the way. Cassander,* em- 
..boWened by the success of his former crime, was 
determined to commit a second, from whence he 
expected to derive all the fruit of his hopes. Pru- 
dence, however, made it necessary for him to sound 
the disposition of the Macedonians, with respect to 
the death of Olympias ; for if they shewed them- 
selves insensible of the loss of that princess, be 
might be certain that the death of the young king 
and his mother would affect them as little. He, 
therefore, judged it expedient to proceed with 
caution, and advance by moderate'* steps, to the 
execution of bis scheme. He began with causing 
Alexander and Roxana to be conducted to the 
castle of Amphipolis, by a strong escort, com- 
manded by Glaucias, an officer entirely devoted to 
his intmst. When they arrived at that fortress, 
they were divested of all regtd honours, and treated 
rather like private persons, whom' important motives 
of state made it neoessaiy secure. 

He intoidedj by his next step, to make it evi- 

* Hand ignarui muma Kekra tnc^t am periado, peragt 
cum prtmia. Taox. 
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dent that he clsumed sovereign power in Macedonia. 

With this view, and in order to render the memory 
of Olympias still more odious, he gave orders for 
performing with great magnificence the funeral ob- 
sequies of king Philip, or Aridseus, and queen 
iSurydice, his wife, who had been murdered by the 
directions of Olympias. He commanded such 
mourning to be used as was customary in solemnities 
of that nature, and caused the bodies to be depo- 
sited in tlie tombs appropriated to the sepulture 
of the M^edonian king^; affecting by these ex- 
teriors of dissembled sorrow to manifest his zeal for 
the rbyal family, at the same time that he was me- 
ditating the destruction of the young king. 

Polysperchon, in qonsfequence of the information 
he received^ of the death of Olympias, and th« 
measures which Cassander was adopting in order 
to raise himself to the throne of Macedonia, had. 
sheltered himself in Naxia, a pity of Perrhcebia, 
where he had sustained a siege, and from whence he 
retreated with a very inconsiderable body of troops 
to pass into Thessaly, ftiorder to join some forces of 
iEacides ; after which he advanced into iEtolia, 
where he was greatly respected. Cassanderfollowed 
him closely, and marched his army into fioeotia, 
where the ancient inhabitants of Tl/febes were seen 
wandering from place to place, without any fixed 
habitation os retreat. He w'as touched with the 
calamitous condition of that city, which was once so 
powerful, and had been razed to its very founda- 
tions by the command of Alexander. After a pe- 
riod of twenty years, he endeavoured to reinstate 
it in its primitive splendor ; the Athenians offered 
to rebuild part of the walls at their own expence, 
and several tow As and Cities of Magna Grtecia, 

Italy, Sicily, and Greece Proper, bestowed con- 
siderable sums on that oocasion by voluntary con- 
tributions. By which ’means, Thebes, in a short 
space of time, recovered its ancient opulence, and 
became even richer than ever, by the jcare and 
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toa^ficence of Cassander, who was justly con- 
sidered as the father and restorer of that city. 

Cassander, after he had given proper orders forthe 
re-establishmentof Thebes, advanced into Pelopon- 
nesus against Alexander, the son of Polysperchon, 
and marched jdirectly^to Argos, which surrendered 
without resistance ; upon which all the cities of the 
Messenians, except Ithome, followed that example. 
Alexander, terrified at the rapidity of his conquests, 
endeavoured to check them by a battlej^ but Cas- 
sander, who was much inferior to him in troops, was 
unwilling to hazard a battle, and thought Jt more 
adviseable to retire into Macedonia, after he haid left 
good garrisons in the places he had taken. 

*As he knew the merit ‘of Alexander, he endea- 
voured to disengage him from the party of Anti- 
gonus, and attach him to hisown, by otTering him the 
, go^^rnment of all Peloponnesus, with the command 
of the troops stationed in that country.' An offer so 
advantageous was accepted by Alexander without 
any hesitation; buthe did not long enjoy it, being un- 
fortunately slain soon after b^ some citizens of Sicy- 
on, where he then resided, who had combined to de- 
stroy him. This conspiracy, how’ever, did not pro- 
duce the effects expected from it; for Cratesipolis, 
the wife of Alexander, whose heart was a com- 
position of grandeur and fortitude, instead of mani- 
festing any consternation at the sight of this, fatal 
accident, as she was beloved by the soldiers, and 
honoured by the officers, whom she had always 
obliged and served, assumed the command of the 
troops, repressed the insolence of the Sicyonians, 
and defeated them in a battle; after which she 
caused thirty of the most mutinous among them to 
be bung up ; appeased all the troubles which had 
been excited by the seditious in the city, re-entered 
it in a victorious manner, and governed it with a 
wisdom that acquired her the admiration of all those 
who heard her conduct mentioned. 

* Diod. I.xix. p.70S— 708. 
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Whilst Cassander was employing all his efforts A. M. 
to establish himself on the throne of Macedonia, 
Antigonus was concerting measures to rid himself 3!^^ ‘ 
of a dangerous enemy ; and, having taken the field 
the ensuing spring, he advanced to Babylon, where 
he augpmented his army with the troQps he received 
from Pithon and Seleucus, and then passed the 
Tigris to attack Eumenes ; who had neglected no- 
thing on his part to give him a warm reception. He 
was much, superior to Antigonus in the number of 
hi^ troops, and yet more«in the abilities of a great 
commander; though the other was far from being 
defective in those qualifications : for, next to Eu- 
menes, he was undoubtedly the best general and 
ablest statesman of bis lime. 

^ One disadvantage on the side of Kumenes was, 
that his army being composed of difterent bodies of 
troops, which the governors of provinces had sup-, 
plied, each of these governors pretended to the com- 
mand in chief, Eumenes not being a Macedonian, 
but a Thracian by birth, every one of them thought 
himself, for that reason, liis superior. We may add 
to this, that the pomp, splendor, and magnificence 
affected by them, seemed to leave an infinite distance 
between him and them, who assumed the air of real 
Satrapae. imagined, in conseq*uence of a mis- 

taken and ill-timed ambition,^ but very customary 
with -great men, that to give sumptuous repasts, 
and add to them whatever may heighten pleasure 
and gratify the senses, were part of the duties of a 
soldier of rank ; and estimating their ow n merit by 
the largeness df their revenues and expences, they 
flattered themselves that they had acquired, by their 
means, an extraordinary credit, and a great authority 
over the troops, and thatXhe army had all the con- 
sideration and esteem for them imaginable. 

• 

y Died. 1. xix. p. 669 — 6>2. Plut. in Eumen. p. .591, 592. 

* Non deer ant qui ambitione stolid^ luxuriosos apparatus 

eonviviorum et irritamenta libidinum ut instrumenta belli mercu^ 
rentur. Tacit. * 

YOL. V. 2 X 
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r. A. M. . A circumstance happened, which ought to have 
■ 3689. undeceived them. As the soldiers were marching 
in quest of the enemy, Eumenes, who was seized 
with a dangerous indisposition, was carried in a 
litter, at a considerable distance from the army, to 
be more remotp from t‘ne noise, and that he might 
enjoy the refreshment of slumber, of which he had 
long been deprived. When they had advanced 
some way, and began to perceive the enemy appear 
on the rising grounds, they halted on a su.dden, and 
began to call for Eumen^. At tlie same time thpy 
cast their bucklers on the ground, and declared to 
their ofBcei s that they m ould not proceed on their 
march till Eumenes came to command them. He 
accordingly came with all exptjdition, hastening tlie 
slaves who carried him, and opening the curtains 
on each side of his litter : be then stretcjied out 
his hands to the soldiers, and made them % decla- 
ration of his joy and gratitude. When the troops 
beheld <him, they immediately saluted him in the 
Macedonian language, resumed their bucklers, 
clashed upon them with their pikes, and broke 
forth into loud acclamations of victory and defi- 
ance to their enemies, as if they feared nothing, so 
they had but their general at their head. 

* When Antigonus received intelligence that Eu- 
menes was ill, and caused himself to be' carried in a 
litter in the rear of the army, he advanced, in hopes 
that his distemper would deliver bis enemies into 
bis hands } but when be came near enough to . take 
a view of them, and belield their cheerful aspects, 
the disposition of their army, and particularly the 
litter, which was carried from rank to rank, be 
burst into a loud vein of laugbaer in his usual man- 
ner, and addressing himsdf to on4 of bis officers — 
“ Take notice,” said he, “ of ymder litter ; it is 
“ that which has drawn up those troops against us, 
and is now^ preparing to ifttack os.” And then, 

* Diod. 1. xix. p, 672. 
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without losing a moment’s time, he caused a retreat 
to t)e sounded, and returned to his camp. 

Plutarch remarks, that the Macedonians made 
it very evident, on this occasion, that they judged 
all the other Satrapee exceedingly well qualified to 
give splendid entertainments, and ^arrange great 
feasts, l)ut that they esteemed Eumenes alone ca- 
pable of commanding an army with ability. This 
is a solid and sensible reflection, and affords room 
for a vario/y of applications; and points out the false 
tafjte for glory, and the* injudiciousness of those 
officers -and commanders who are only studious to 
dislinguisli themselves in the army by magnificent 
entertainments, and place their princip al merit in 
surpassing others in Juxury, and frequently in ruin- 
ing themselyes, without thanks, by tliose ridiculous 
expencCiS. I say without thanks, because nobody 
thinks himself obliged to them for their profusion* 
and they are always the worst servants of the state. 

* The two armies having separated without en- 
gaging; encamped at the distance of three fur- 
longs from each other, with a river ahd several 
gullies between them; and*as they sustained great 
inconveniences, because the whole country was 
eaten up, Antigonus sent ambassadors to the Sa- 
trapae and ^Macedonians of the arifly of Eumenes, 
to prevail upon ifipin to quit that general and join 
him,* making^them, at the same time, the most mag- 
nificent promises to induce their compliance. The 
Macedonians rejected his proposals, and dismissed 
the ambassadors w ith severe menaces, in case they 
should presuitie to make any such offers for the 
future. Eumenes, after having commended them 
for their fidelity^ related to them this very ancient 
fable : “A lion entertaining a passion for a young 
** virgin, demanded her one day in marriage of her 

father, whose answer Was, that he esteemed this 
** alliance a great honour to him, and w as ready 
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to present his daughter to him ; but that his 
large nails and sharp teeth made him apprehen- 
‘‘ sive lest he should employ them a little too 
rudely upon her, if the least difference should 
arise between them with relation to their house- 
hold affairs. The lion, who was passionately 
“ fond of the maid, immediately suffered his claws 
to be pared off, and his teeth to be drawn out. 
“ After which the father caught up a strong cud- 
“ gel, and soon drove away his proffered son-in- 
law. This (continued JEurnenes) is the aim , of 
“ Antigonus. He amuses you with mighty pro- 
rnises, in order to make himself master of ymur 
forces ; but when he has accomplished that de- 
sign, he will soon make you .sensible of his teeth 
“ and claws.” 

‘’A few' days after this event, some deserters from 
the army of Antigonus having acquainted Eumenes 
that that general was preparing to decamp the next 
night, about the hour of nine or ten in the evening, 
Eumenes at first suspected that his intention was to 
advance into the province of Gabene, which was a 
fertile country, capable of subsisting numerous 
armies, and very commodious and secure for the 
troops, by reason of the rivers and gullies with which 
it was intersected, and therefore he resolved to pre- 
vent his execution of that desigij. With this view 
he prevailed, by sums of money, upon some foreign 
soldiers, to go like deserters into the camp of An- 
tigonus, and acquaint him that Eumenes intended 
to attack him at night-fall. In the mean lime he 
caused the baggage to be conveyed %way, and or- 
dered the troops to take some refreshment, and 
then march. Antigonus, upon this false intelli- 
gence, caused his troops* to conthiue underarms, 
while Eumenes in the mean time advanced on his 
way. Antigonus was soon informed by his scouts 
tliat Eumenes had decampeld, and finding tliat he 


* Diod, 1. six. p. €72, 673. 



4S1 


Alexander’s successors. 

had been over-reached by liis enemy, he still per- 
sisted in his first intention ; and having ordered his 
troops to strike their tents, he proceeded with so 
much expedition, that his march resembled a pur- 
suit. But when he saw that it was impossible to 
advance with his whole army up to Eumenes, who 
had the start of him, at least six hours, in his 
march, he left his infantry under the command of 
Pithon, and proceeded with the cavalry, on a full 
gallop, aqd came up by break of day with the rear 
gijard of the enemy, wjjo were descending a hill. 
He theii halted upon the top; and Eumenes, who 
discovered this body of cavalry, imagined it to be 
the whole army ; upon which he discontinued his 
march, and formed, his* troops in order of battle. 
By these n\eans Antigonus played oft' a retaliation 
upon Ejirnenes, and amused him in his turn ; for 
he prevented the continuance of his march, an<| 
gave his own infantry suthcienUtirne to come up. 

The two armies were then drawn up ;*that of 
Eumenes consisted of thirty-five thousand foot, 
with above six thousa*nd horse, and a hOndred and 
fourteen elephants. Thatrf)f Antigonus was com- 
posed of twenty-eight thousand foot, eight thou- 
sand five hundred horse, and sixty-five elephants. 
The battle^ was fought with great obstinacy till 
the night was fa^ advanced, for the moon was 
then* in the»full, but the slaughter was not very 
considerable on either side. Antigonus lost three 
thousand seven hundred of his infantry, and fifty- 
four of his horse, and above four thousand of his 
men were woflnded. Eumenes lost five hundred 
and forty of his infantry, and a very inconsiderable 
number of his cavalu^^ and had above nine hundred 
wounded. The\ictory really on his side; but 
as his troops, notwithstanding all his entreaties, 
would not return to the field of battle to carry off 
the dead bodies, which among the ancients was an 


Diog. 1, xix. p. 673 — 678. 
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evidetjceof victory, it was in consequence attributed 
to Antigonus, whose army appeared again in “the 
field, and buried the dead. Eumenes sent a herald 
the next day to desire leave to inter his slain. This 
was granted him, and he rendered them funeral 
honours with all possifile magnificence. 

^ A very singular dispute arose at the performance 
of this ceremony. The men happened to find 
among the slain the body of an Indian officer, v\^ho 
bad brought his two wives with him, one^of whom 
be had but lately married.^ The law of the countr,y, 
which is said to be still subsisting, would not allow 
a wife to survive her husband ; and if she reftised 
to be burnt with him on the funeral pile, her cha- 
racter was for ever branded wUh infamy, and she 
was obliged to continue in a state of widowhood the 
remainder of her days. She was even condemned 
\o a kind of excommunication, as she was tendered 
incapable of assisting at any sacrifice, or other re- 
ligious ceremony. This law, however, mentioned 
only one wife; but in the present instance there 
wTTe two ; feach of whom insisted on being preferred 
to the other. The eldes-t pleaded her superiority of 
years ; to which the youngest replied that the law 
excluded her rival, because she was then pregnant; 
and the contestVas accordingly determined in that 
manner. The first of them retired with a very de- 
jected air, her eyes bathed in tears, and tearing her 
hair and garments, as if siie had sustained some 
great calamity. The other, on the contrary, with a 
mien of joy and triumph, ^amidst a numerous reti- 
nue of her relations and friends, and Rrrayed in her 
richest ornaments, as on the day of her nuptials, 
advanced with a solemn pace, where the funeral 
ceremonies were to be pdrfoimed^: She there dis- 
tributed all her jewels among her friends and rela- 
tions ; and, having taken her last farewell, she placed 
herself on the funeral pile, By the assistance of her 


^ Diod. 1. xix. pi 078 — 680. 
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own brother, and expired amidst the praises and 
acclamations of most of the spectators ; but some 
of them, according to the historian, disapproved of 
this strange custom, as barbarous and inhuman. 
The action of this woman was undoubtedly a real 
murder, and might justly be considered as a viola- 
tion of the most express law of nature, which pro- 
hibits all attempts on a person’s own life ; and com- 
mands us not to dispose of it in compliance with 
the dicts^es of caprice, nor forget that it is a trust, 
^^hich ought to be resigyed to none but that Being 
from whom we receive it* Such a sacrifice is so far 
from deserving to be enumerated among the in- 
stances of respect and fondness due to a husband, 
that it rather treats Jiim* as an unrelenting and bloody 
idol, by thp immolation of such precious victims. 

' Diiring the course of this campaign, the war was 
maintained with obstinacy on both sides, and Persia 
and Media were the theatre ot its operations. Tlie 
armies traversed those two great provinces by 
marches and counter-marches, and each party had 
recourse to all the art and stratagems that the greatest 
capacity, in conjunction with a long series of expe- 
rience in the profession of war, could supply. Eu- 
tnenes, though he had a mutinous and untractable 
army to govern, obtained howev^ several advan- 
tages over his enemies in this campaign ; and when 
his-troops grew impatient for winter-quarters, he had 
still the dexterity to secure the best in all the pro- 
vince of Gabene, and obliged Antigonus to seek his 
to the north in Media, where he was incapable of 
arriving, till^fter a march of twenty-five days. 

^ The troops of Eumenes were so ungovernable, 
that he could not prevail upon them to post them- 
^Ives near enrfugh tg &ch other, to be assembled 
in haste on any emergency. They absolutely in- 
sisted on very distant quarters, which took in the 

* Diod. 1. xix. p. 680 — 68i. 

^ Diod. 1. xix. p. 684 — 688. Plut. in Eumen. p. 592, Cor. 
Nsp. c. till. — xii, • 
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whole extent of the [frovince, under pretence of 
being more commodiously stationed, and of having 
every thing in greater abundance. In a word, they 
were dispersed at such a distance from each other, 
that it required several days for re-assembling them 
in a body. AntigonusJ’ who was informed of this 
circumstance, inarched from a very remote quarter, 
in the depth of winter, in hopes to surprise these 
different bodies so dispersed. 

Eumenes, however, was not a man that would 
suffer himself to be surprised in such a manner, 
but had had the precaution to dispatch, to various 
parts, spies mounted on dromedaries, the swiftest 
of all animals, to gain timely intelligence of the 
enemy’s motions ; and he had posted them so judi- 
ciously, that hp received information of Uiis march, 
before Antigonus could arrive at any of hi.j quar- 
ters; this furnished him with an expedient to save 
liis army by a stratagem, when all the other gene- 
rals lool^ed u[)on it as lost. He posted the troops 
who were nearest to him on the mountains that 
rose toward tlie quarter from' whence the enemies 
were advancing, and oi;dered them, the following 
night, to kindle as many fires as might cause it to 
be imagined all the army were encamped in that 
situation. Antigonus was soon informed, by his ad- 
vanced guard, that those fires were seen at a great 
distance, upon which he concluded that Eumenes 
w'as there encamped with all his forces, and in a con- 
dition to receive him. In order, therefore, not to 
expose his men, w ho were fatigued by long marches, 
to an engagement with fresh troops^ he caused 
them to halt, that they might have time to recover 
themselves a little ; by which nteans Eumenes had 
all the opportunity that w as pecesiAry, for assem- 
bling liis forces, before the enemy could advance 
upon him. Antigonus, finding bis scheme defeated, 
and extremely mortified at being thus over-reached, 
determined to come to an engagement. 

The troops of Eumenes being all assembled about 
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him, were struck with admiration at his extraor- 
dinary prudence and ability, and resolved that he 
should exercise the sole command. Antigenes and 
Teutames, the two captains who led the Argyras- 
pides, were so exceedingly mortified at a distinction 
so glorious for Eumenes, that they formed a resolu- 
tion tc ^destroy him, and drew most of the Satrapse 
and principal officers into their conspiracy. Envy 
is a malady that seldom admits of a cure, and is 
generally Jieightened by the remedies administered 
to jt. All the precautions of prudence, modera- 
tion, and condescension, which Eumenes employed, 
were* incapable of mollifying the hearts of those 
barbarians, and extinguishing theii jealousy, and he 
must have renounced His merit and virtue, which 
alone occasioned it, to have been capable of ap- 
peasing, them. He frequently lamented to himself 
his unhappiness in being fated to live, not with 
men, as his expression was, but, with savage beasts.* 

Several conspiracies had already been .formed 
against him, and he daily beheld himself exposed 
to the same danger.* In order to frustrate their 
eft'ects, if possible, he ha^ borrowed, on various 
pretexts of pressing necessity, many considerable 
sums of those who appeared most inveterate against 
him, that he, at least, might restrain them, by the 
consideration of their own interest, and an a[)pre- 
hension of Josing the sums they had lent him, 
should he happen to perish. 

His enemies, how ever, being now determined to 
destroy him, held a council, in order to deliberate 
on the tiine,#[)lace, and means of accomplishing 
their intentions. "I hey all agreed to protract his 
fall, till after the decision of the impending battle, 
and then to destroy ^im immediately afterwards. 
Eudamus, who commanded the elephants, went 
immediately, with Phsedknus, to acquaint Eumenes 
with this resolution, Rot from any affection to his 
Iverson, but only from their apprehensions of losing 
the money he had borrowed of them. , Eumenes 
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returned them his thanks, and highly applauded 
their affection and fidelity. 

When he returned to his tent, he immediately 
made his will, and then burnt all his papers, with 
the letters that had been written to him, because he 
was unwilling that thoSe who had favoured fcjim with 
any secret intelligence should be exposed to any 
accusation or calumny after his death. When he 
had thus disposed of his affairs, and found himself 
alone, he deliberated on the conduct hf ought to 
pursue. A thousand contrary thoughts agitated his 
mind. Could it possibly be prurient in him to re- 
pose any confidence in those officers and generals, 
who had sworn his destruction? Might he not law- 
fully arm against them the zea) and affection of the 
soldiers, who, were inviolably devoted to him? On 
the other hand, would it not be his best expedient, 
to pass through Media and Armenia, and retire to 
Cappadocia, the place of his residence; where he 
might hope for a sure asylum from danger? Or, 
in order to avenge himself on those traitors, would 
it not be better for him to abandon them in the 
crisis of the battle, and resign the victory to his 
enemies? For in a situation so desperate as his 
own, what thoughts will not rise up in the mind of 
a man red need to the last extremity by a set of per- 
fidious traitors ! This last thought, however, in- 
fused a horror into his Soul ; and as be was deter- 
mined to discharge his duty to his latest breath, and 
to combat, to the close of his life, for the prince- 
who had armed him in his cause, he resigned his 
destiny, says Plutarch, to the will' of the gods, 
and thought only of preparing his troops for the 
battle. *• 

He had thirty-six thousand sevhn hundred foot, 
and above six thousand horse, with a hundred and 
fourteen elephants. Tho army of Antigofius was 
composed of twenty-two thotisand foot, tiine thou- 
sand horse, with a body of Median cavalry, and 
sixty-five elephants. This general posted his ca- 
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valry on the two wings, his ft^fantry he disposed irt 
the centre, and formed his eleplmnts into a first 
line, which extended along the frOnt of the army, 
and he filled up the intervals between the elephauLs 
with light-armed troops. He gave the Command 
of the left wing to Pithon? that of the right be 
assigne*d to his son Demetrius, and here he himself 
was to act in person, at the head of a body of 
chosen troops. Eumenes drew^ up his army almost 
in tl)e same manner; his best troops he disposed 
info the left wing, and placed himself in theif fronts 
in ordar to op[)ose Antigonus, and gave the com- 
maiitl of the right to Philip. 

Before the armies began the charge, he exhorted 
the Greeks and barbafians to perform their duty 
well ; for as to bis phalanx, and the^Argyraspides, 
they sojittle needed any animating expressions, that 
they wtfre the first to encourage him with assur*- 
ances, that the enemy should ^not w ait a momerft 
for them, 'rhey were the oldest troops, jvho had 
served under Philip and Alexander, and were all 
veteran champions, vfhorn victory bad crowned in a 
hundred combats ; they hj^d hitherto been reputed 
invincible, and had never been foiled in any action ; 
for wliich reason they advanced to the troops of 
Antigonus, and charged them fiercely with this 
exclamation: “Villains! you now fight with your 
“ fathers 1”. Tliey then broke in upon the infantry 
with irresistible fury : not one of the battalions 
could sustain the shock, and most of them were cut 
to pieces. 

Tlie cven^was different wdth respect to the ca- 
valry, for as the engagement between llicm began 
on a sandy soil, th^ motion of the men and horses, 
raised sucli a thick jlcfud of dust, as made them 
incapable of seeing to the distance of three paces. 
Antigonus, befriended .by this darkness, detached 
from his cavalry a body of troops superior to that 
of tlie enemy, and carried off all their baggage, with- 
out their perceiving it, and at the sam§ time broke 
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in upon their horse. 'Peucestes, who commanded 
them, and, till then, had given a thousand proofs of 
true bravery, fell back, and drew all the rest after 
him, Eumenes employed ail his efforts to rally 
them, but in vain ; the confusion was universal in 
that quarter, as the advantage had been complete 
in the other. ‘The capture of the baggage was of 
more importance to Antigonus, than the victory 
could be to Eumenes ; for the soldiers of this lat- 
ter, finding, at their return, all their baggage car- 
ried off, with their wives ^and children, instead pf 
employing their swords against the enemy, in order 
to recover them, which would have been very j5rac- 
ticable at that time, and was what Eumenes bad 
promised to accomplish, 'turned all their fury 
against their qwn general. 

Having chosen their time, they fell upqn him, 
forced his sword out of his hand, and bolind his 
hands behind him with his own belt. In this con- 
dition tl],ey led him through the Macedonian pha^ 
lanx, then drawn up in lines under arms, in order 
to deliver him up to Antigonds, who had promised 
to restore them all their, baggage on that condition. 
“ Kill me, O soldiers,” said Eumenes, as he passed 
by them, “kill me yourselves, I conjure you in the 
“ name of all the gods ! for though I perish by the 
“ command of Antigonus, my death wilf, however, 
“ be as much your act as if I had fallen by your 
“ swords. If you are unwilling to do me that 
“ office with your own hands, permit me, at least, 
“ to discharge it by one of mine. That shall ren- 
“ der me the service which you refuse«me. On this 
“ condition I absolve you from all the severities 
“ you have reason to apprehencUrom the vengeance 
“ of the gods, for the crinse^you sft’e preparing to 
“ perpetrate on me.” 

Upon this they hastened him along to prevent 
the repetition of such pathetic addresses, which 
might awaken the affection of the troops fbr their 
general. 
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Most of the soldiers of Ahtigonus went out to 
meet him, and scarce a single man was left in his 
camp. When that illustrious prisoner arrived there, 
Antigonus had not the courage to see him, because 
his presence alone would have reproached him in 
the highest degree. As thbse who guarded him 
asked Antigonus in what manner he would have him 
kept: “As you would an elephant,” replied he, 
“ or a lion which are two animals most to be 
dreaded. ^ I3tJt within a few' days he w'as touched 
w^th compassion, and ordered hini to be eased of 
the weightiest of his chains ; he likewise appointed 
one t)f his own domestics to serve him, and permit- 
ted his friends to see him, and pass whole days in 
his company. Thej wbre also allow'ed to furnish 
him with all necessary refreshments.* 

Antigonus deliberated with himself for some time, 
in whattoanner he should treat his prisoner. The;^ 
had been intimate friends, whep they served under 
Alexander, and the remembrance of that amity re- 
kindled some tender sentiments in his favour, and 
combated for a while*against his interest. His son 
Demetrius also solicited strongly in his favour; 
passionately desiring, through mere generosity, that 
the life of so great a man might be saved. But 
Antigonus, who was well acquainted with his in- 
flexible fidelity for the family of Alexander, and 
knew w'hat a dangerous enemy he had in him, and 
how capable he was of disconcerting all his mea- 
sures, should he escape from his hands, was too 
much afraid of him to grant him his life, and there- 
fore ordered 4iim to be destroyed in prison. 

Sucb was the end of the most accomplished man 
of his age, in every ^Darticular, and the worthiest to 
succeed Alexanfler th^Oreat. He. had not, indeed, 
the fortune of that monarch, but he, perhaps, was 
not his inferior in merit. He was truly brave 
without temerity ; anti prudent, without weakness. 
His descent was but mean, though he w'as not 
ashamed of it ; and he gradually rose to^he highest 
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statione, and might evhn have aspired to a throne, 
if he had eitlier had more ambition or less probity. 
At a time ivtien intrigues and cabals, inspired by a 
motive most capable of affecting the human heart, 
I mean the thirst of empire, knew neither sincerity 
nor fidelity, nor had an^ respect to the ties of blood 
or the rights of ‘friendship, but trampled on tlie most 
sacred laws; Eumenes always retained an inviolable 
fidelity and attachment to the royal family, which no 
hopes or fears, no vicissitude of fortune^ nor any 
elevation, had power to sl^ke. This very character 
of probity rendered him insupportable to his col- 
leagues ; for it frequently happens,* that virtue 
creates enmities and aversions, because it seems to 
reproach those who think in'a different manner, and 
places their defects in too near a view. 

He possessed all the military virtues in a sppremc 
degree; complete skill in the art of war,' valour, 
foresight, firmness, 9, wonderful fertility of invention 
for stratagems and resources in the most unexpect- 
ed dangers, and most desperate conjunctures : but 
I place far above these that V:haracter of probity, 
and tiiose sentiments of honour, which prevailed in 
him, and which do not always accompany the other 
shining qualities I have mentioned. 

A merit so illustrious and universal, and at the 
same time so modest, which ought to have excited 
the esteem and admiration ofthe other commanders, 
only gave them offence, and inflamed their envy; a 
defect too frequently visible in persons of high rank. 
These Satrapie, full of themsel ves, saw with jealousy 
and indignation, that an officer of xio birth, but 
much better qualified, and more brave and expe- 
rienced than themselves, had Ascended by degrees 
to the most exalted statiotis,, which they imagined 
due only to those who were dignified with great 
names, and descended from ancient and illustrious 

t 

* hduMtrice ifmocentiaque quq.si mails artibus it^ensi — etiam 
glorift ^ virius irifmsos h^bet, ut nimis ex propinquo diversa ar- 
guetu, Tackt. 
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families : * as if true nobility did not consist in 
merit and virtue. 

Antigonus and the whole army celebrated the 
funeral obsequies of Eumenes with great magnifi- 
cence, and willingly paid him the utmost honours ; 
his death having extinguishfed all their envy and 
fear. They deposited his bones and ashes in an 
urn of silver, and sent it to his wife and children 
in Cappadocia ; a poor compensation for a desolate 
wddow and her helpless orphans ! 


Sect. VI. SeleucuSy Ptolemy^ Lysimachus, and 
Cassander, form a confederacy against Antigo- 
nus. He deprive^ Ptolemy of Syria and Phoe- 
nicia^ and makes himself master <f Tyre^ after 
a lon^ siege. Demetrius^ the son of AntigonuSy 
begins to distinguish himself in Asia Minor 
He loses a first battlcy and gains a second. Se- 
leucus takes Babylon. A treaty (f peace betxveen 
the princes is immediately broken. Cassander 
causes the young king Alexander y and his mother 
RoxanOy to be put to death. HerculeSy another 
son of Alexander the Great y is tikeunse slahty 
with his another BarsinUy by Pol^spcrchon. An- 
tigonus (auses CleopatrUy the sister of the same 
Alexandery to lie put to death. The 7 'evolt of 
Ophelias m Libya. 

* Antigonus, looking upon himself as master a.M, 
of the empire of Asia for the future, made a new 3689. 
regulation in •the eastern provinces, for his bet- 
ter security. He discarded all the governors he sus- 
pected, and advanced to their places those persons 
in whom he thought he might confide. He even 
destroyed several who had rendered themselves for- 
midable to him by their too great merit. Pithon, 

« Diod. 1. x\x. p. 689 — 692, & 697, 698. 

• Nohilitas tola est atqus unica virtm. Jjuy. 
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governor of Media, abd Antigertes, general of the 
Argyraspides, were among these latter. Selencus, 
governor of Babylon, was likewise nriiniited down 
in his list of proscriptions, but he found means to 
escape the danger, and threw hiinself under the 
protection of Ptolem^ in Egypt. As for the Ar-* 
gyraspides, wdio had betrayed Eutrienes, he sent 
them into Arachosia, the remotest province in the 
empire; and ordered Syburtius, who governed there, 
to take such measures as might destroy thqm all, and 
that not one of them mig|it ever return to Gree(;e. 
The just horror he conceived at the infamous man- 
ner in which they betrayed their general, contritfuted 
not a little to this resolution, though he enjoyed 
the fruit of their treason without the le^st scruple 
or remorse : Jbut a motive, still more prevalent, de- 
termined him chiefly to this proceeding. ^ These 
soldiers were mutinous, untractable, licentibus, and 
averse to all obedience; their example, therefore, 
was capable of corrupting the other troops, and 
even of destroying him, by a new instance of trea- 
chery; he therefore was resblved to exterminate 
them without hesitatiou. 

A. M. ** Seleucus knew' how to represent the formidable 

3(jyo. power of Antigonus so effectually to Ptolemy, that 
^”314 ^ he engaged him in a league w ith Lysimachus and 
Cassander, wdiotn he had also convinced, by the in- 
formation which he had sent them, ot the danger 
they Iiad reason to apprehend from the power 
of that prince. Antigonus w as very sensible that 
Seleucus would not fail to solicit them iiito mea- 
sures against his interest, for which i«3ason he sent 
an embassy to each of tlie three, to renew the good 
intelligence between them, liy new assurances of 
his friendship. But wlrat^ confitience could be 
reposed in such assurances from a perfidious man, 
who had lately destroyed so many governors, from 
no inducement but tlie amWtion of reigning alone 
at the expence of all his colleagues ? The answ'crs 
** Dioil. I. xix. p. C98 — 700. 
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therefore which he received, maide him sufficiently 
sensible, that it was incumbent on him to prepare 
for war : upon which he quitted the East, and ad- 
vanced into Cilicia, with very considerable treasures 
which he had drawn from Babylon and Susa. Ife 
there raised new levies, regulated several affairs in 
the provinces of Asia Minor, and then marched into 
Syria and Phoenicia. 

‘ His design was to dispossess Ptolemy of those 
two provinces, and make himself master of their 
maritime forces, which wereabsolutelynecessaryfor 
llim in the war he was preparing to undertake 
against the confederates. For unless he could be 
master at sea, and have at least the ports and vessels 
of the Phoenicians at Iris disposal, he could never 
expect any success against them, ffe, however, ar- 
rived too late to surprise the ships ; for Ptolemy had 
already sent to Egypt all that could be found in 
Phoenicia, and it was even with difficulty that Alf- 
tigonus made himself master of the ports; ^or Tyre, 
Joppa, and Gaza, opposed him with all their forces. 
The two last, indeed, were soon taken, but a con- 
siderable length of time was necessary for the re- 
duction of Tyre. 

However, as he was already master of all the 
other ports of Syria and Phoenicia, be immediately 
gave ordefs for building vessels; and a vast number 
of trees weije cuttlown, for that purpose, on -mount 
Libanus, which was covered with cedar and cypress 
trees of extraordinary beauty and height, and they 
were conveyed to the different ports where the ships 
were to be built, in which work he employed several 
tboosand men. At length, with these ships, and 
others, that jmned him from Cyprus, Rhodes, and 
some ether eities with vibich he had contracted an 
allianee, lie formed a considerable fleet, and ren- 
dnied himself roaster of.the sea. 

His ardour for this work was redoubled by an 

‘ iMod. L ai*. p. 700 — 703 . 
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affront he had received from Seleucus, who, with a 
hundred ships that Ptolemy had sent him, sailed up 
to Tyre, in sight of all the forces of Antigonus, 
with an intention to brave him whilst he was engaged 
in the siege of that city. And in reality this insult 
had greatly discouraged his troops, and given his 
allies such an impression of his weakness, as w^as 
very injurious to him. In order, therefore, to pre- 
vent the effect of those disadvantageous opinions, 
he sent for the principal allies, and assured them he 
would have such a fleet at sea that summer, as 
should be superior to the naval force of all his ene- 
mies, and he was punctual to his promise before the 
expiration of the year. 

A. M. But when he perceived, that while he w as thus 

3691. employed in Phoenicia, Cassander gained upon him 
^”313 ^ Minor, he inarched tliither with part of his 

troops, and left the rest with his son Demetrius, w ho 
was then but twenty-two years of age, to defend 
Syria and Phoenicia against Ptolemy. This De- 
metrius will be much celebrated in the sequel of 
this history, and 1 shall soon«^point out his particu- 
lar character. 

Tyre was then reduced to the last extremities ; 
the fleet of Antigonus cut off all communication of 
provisions, and the city was soon obliged to capitu- 
late. The garrison which Ptolemy had there, ob- 
tained, permission to march out w ith all their effects, 
and the inhabitants were promised the enjoyment of 
tlieirfi without molestation. Andronicus, who com- 
manded at the siege, w^as transported with gaining 
a place of such importance on any cqpditions what- 
ever ; especially after a siege which had harassed 
his troops bo exceedingly for fifteen months. 

Nineteen years only- had elapsed since Alex- 
ander had destroyed this city, in such a manner as 
made it natural to believe it would require whole 
ages to re-establish it ; and^yet in so short a time 


^ Diod. 1. xix* p. 703. 
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it became capable of sustaining this new siege^ 
which lasted more than as long again as that of 
Alexander. This circumstance discovers the great 
resources derived from commerce; for this was the 
only expedient by which Tyre rose out of its ruins, 
and recovered most of its former splendor. This 
city was then the centre of all the traffic of the East 
and West. 

‘ Demetrius, who now began to be known, and 
will in the sequel be surnamed Poliorcetes,* which 
signifies taker oj cities, was the son of Antigonus. 
rie was finely made, and of uncommon beauty. 
Svvet3tness, blended with gravity, was visible in his 
aspecLt and he had an air of serenity, intermixed 
with something which “carried awe along with it. 

Vivacity of youth *in him was ten^icred with a 
majestic mien, and an air truly royal and heroic. 

The same mixture was likewise observable in his 
manners, which were equally qualified to charm and 
a>tonish. When he had no affairs to transact, his 
intercourse with his friends was enchanting. No- 
thing could equal the sumptuousness ot his leasts, 
his luxury, and his whole manner ot living; and it 
may be justly said, that he was the most magnifi- 
cent, the most voluptuous, and the most delicate of 
all princes. On the other hand, however alluring 
all these sbft pleasures might appear to him, w hen 
he bad any pnterj^rise to undertake, he was the most 
active and vigilant of mankind ; nothing but his 
patience and assiduity in fatigue were equal to his 
vivacity and courage. Such is the character ot the 
young princes who now begins to appear upon the 
stage of action. 

^ Phit. in DemetS p. 839^ 890. 

* The word is derived from iroPaofxcTr, to besiege a city, 
whose root is a city, ^nd lifxoj, a fence, a rampart, a 

bulwark. . ^ ^ ^ 

•f* To yaf CLuro %a£iv xflu xa* ^oCov xai wfav 
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Plutarch remarks in'him, as a peculiarity which 
distinguished him from the other princes of his time, 
his profound respect for his parents, which neitiier 
flowed from aflectation nor ceremony, but was sin> 
cere and real, and the growth of the heart itself.- 
Antigonus, on his part,*^had a tenderness an4 affec- 
tion for his soti, that was truly paternal, and ex- 
tended even to familiarity, though without any di- 
minution of the authority of the sovereign and the 
father; and this created an union and confidence 
between them entirely fr^ from all fear and su|)- 
picion. Plutarch relates an instance of it.* One 
day when Antigonus was engaged in giving ^di- 
ence to some ambassadors, Demetrius, returning 
from the chase, advanced into (he great hall, where 
he saluted hi^ father with a kiss, and then seated 
himself at his side, with his darts in hi^ hand. 
Antigonus had just given the ambassadofs their 
Mswer, and was dismissing them; but he called 
them back, and said aloud, “ You may likewise in- 
“ form your masters of the manner in which my 
“ son and I live together.” Intimating thereby, that 
he was not afraid to let.his son approach him with 
arms,* and that this good understanding that sub- 
sisted between him and his son, constituted the 
greatest stren^i of his dominions, at the same time 
that it aflected him with the most sensible pleasure. 
But to return to our sulyect. ' 

"Antigonus having passed into Asia Minor, soon 
stopped the progress of Cassander’s arms, and 
pressed him so vigorously, that he obliged him to 
come to^ an accommodation, on veiy disgraceful 
terms; in consequence of which the treaty was 
hardly concluded before be repented of his accession 
to it, and broke it, by demanding luccours of Pto- 
lemy and Scleucus, and renewing the war. The 

■* XKod ixiz. p.710. 

* Neither the Sreeks nor Romans tret wore anna hot in 
war» or when they hiinted. 
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violRtion of treaties vras considered as nothing, by 
the generality of those princes whose history I am 
now writing. These unworthy expedients, which 
are justly thought dishonourable in private piersons, 
appeared to them as so mtgiy circumstances essen- 
tial te their glory. They applauded themselves 
for their perfidious measures, as if they bad been 
instances of their abilities in government, and were 
never sensible that such proceedings would teach 
their troops to be wanting in their fidelity to them, 
and leave themselves destitute of any pretext of 
cony>l&int against their own subjects, who, by re- 
volting from their authority, only trod in the same 
paths which they thengselves had already marked 
out. By such contagious examples, a whole age 
is soon cm'rupted, and learns to renounce, with- 
out a bjush, all sentiments of honour and probity, 
because that which is once become common, no 
longer appears shameful. 

The renewal of this war detained Antfgoniis in 
those parts longer tl^m he intended, and afforded 
Ptolemy an opportunity of obtaining considerable 
advantages over him in another quarter. 

"He first sailed with bis fleet to the Isle of Cy- 
prus, and reduced the greatest part of it to his obe- 
dience. Nicocles, king of Paphos* one of the cities 
of that island, submitted to him like the rest, but 
made a sedlret alliance with Antigonus a year or 
two after. Ptolemy received intelligence of this 
proceeding; and, in order to prevent the other 
princes from imitating bis example, he ordered some 
of bis oflicers*in Cyprus to destroy him; but they 
being unwilling to execute that commission them- 
selves, earnestly,entfteate^ J^icocles to prevent it by 
a voluntary death. The unhappy prince consented 
to the proposal, and, seeing himself utterly destitute 
of defence, became his* own executioner. But 
thoi^b Ptolemy had commanded those officers to 


Diod. I.XX. p.70]. 
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treat the queen Axithea, and the other princesses 
whom they found in the palace of Nicocles, with 
the respect due to their rank, yet they could not 
prevent them from following the example of the 
unfortunate king. The> queen, after she had slain 
her daughters with her own hands, and exhorted 
the other princesses not to survive the calamity by 
which their unhappy brother fell, plunged her dag- 
ger into her own bosom. The death of these prin- 
cesses w'as succeeded by that of their husbands, 
who, before they slew th^nselves, set fire to the 
four corners of the palace. Such was the drej^dful 
and bloody scene which was acted at Cyprus. 

Ptolemy, after having made himself master of that 
island, made a descent into Syi ia, and from thence 
proceeded to Cilicia, where he acquired great spoils, 
and took a large number of prisoners, whom he 
A.M- tarried w’ith him into Egypt. Seleucus imparted 
3692 . tO' him, at his return, a project for regaining Syria 
Phoenicia, and the execution of it was agreed, 
to be undertaken. Ptolemyeaccordingly marched 
thither in person with a fine army, after he had hap- 
pily suppressed a revolt which had been kindled 
among the Cyreneans, and found Demetrius at 
Gaza, who opposed his entrance into that place. 
This occasioned a sharp engagement^ in wliich 
Ptolemy was at last victorious. Demetrius had five 
thousand of his men killed, and eight thousand 
more made prisoners: he likewise lost his tents, his 
treasure, and all his equipage, and was obliged to 
retreat as far as Azotus, and from thepce to Tripoli, 
a city of Phoenicia, on the frontiers of U pper Syria, 
and to abandon all Phoenicia, Palestine, and Coele- 
syria to Ptolemy. w „ 

Before his departure frdm Azotus, he desired 
leave to bury the dead, which Ptolemy not only 
granted, .but also sent him . back all his equipage, 
tents, furniture, friends, and domestics, without 
any ransom, with a message, That they ought not 
“ to make war against each other for riches, but for 
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" glory;” and it was impossible for a Pagan to think 
better. May we not likewise say, that he uttered 
his real sentiments? Demetrius, touched wdth so 
obliging an instance of generosity, immediately beg- 
ged of the gods not to leavg him long indebted to 
Ptolemy for so great a kindness, but/o furnish him 
with an opportunity of making him a similar return. 

Ptolemy sent the rest of the prisoners into Egypit, 
to serve him in his fleet, and then pursued his con- 
quests. All the coasts of Phoenicia submitted to him 
except the city of lyre; uf)on which he sent a secret 
messagfi to .-Yndi onicus, tlie governor of that place, 
and one of the bravest officers of Antigonus, and 
the most attached to thp service of his master, to 
induce him to abandon the city with a good grace, 
and not oblige him to besiege it in ftJf-m. Andro- 
ni(;us, who depended on the Tyrians’ fidelity to 
Antigonus, returned a haughty and even an insult-* 
ing and contemptuous answer to Ptolemy; but he 
was deceived in his expectations, for the garrison 
and inhabitants c<im|^'llt'd him to surrender. He 
then imagined himself inevitably lost, and that 
nothing could make a conqueror forget the inso- 
lence with uhicli lie had treated him; but he was 
again deceived. The king ol Eg^pt, instead of 
making any reprisals upon an officer who had in- 
sulted him with s<i much indignity, made it a kind 
of dflty to ertgage him in his service by the regard 
he professed for him when he was introduced to 
salute him. 

Demetrius was not discouraged with the loss of 
the battle, a^ a young prince who had been so 
unfortunate in his first enterprise might natural|y 
have been ; but he employed all his attention in 
raising fresh troops and making new preparations, 
with all the steadiness and resolution of a consum- 
mate general habituated \o the art of war, and to 
the inconstancy and vicissitudes of arms ; in a word, 
he fortified the cities, and was continually exercising 
his soldiers. 
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Antigonus received intelligence of the loss of that 
battle without any visible emotion, and he coldly 
said, “Ptolemy has defeated boys, but he shall soon 
“ have men to deal with and as he was unwillingto 
abate the courage and .ardour of his son, he com- 
plied with his request of making a second triai of his 
strength against Ptolemy. 

* A short time after this event, Cilles, Ptolemy’s 
Ant. j. C. arrived with a numerous army, fully per- 

311. suaded that he should drive Demetrius out of Syria; 
for he bad entertained a very contemptible opinion 
of him from his defeat: but Demetrius, Whqjiad 
known howto deriveadvantages from his misfortune, 
and was now become more circumspect and atten- 
tive< fell upon him when he least expected it, and 
made himself inaster of his camp and alibis baggage, 
took seven thousand of his men prisoners, even seized 
him with his own hands, and carried off a great 
booty. The gloryand riches Demetrius had ac- 
quired by this victory affected him less than the 
pleasure of being in a condition to acquit himself 
of his debt tow ards his enemy, and retui n the obli- 
gation he had received 'from him. He w ould not, 
however, act in this manner by his own authority, 
but wrote an account of the whole affair to bis father, 
who permitted him to act as he should judge proper. 
Upon which he immediately sent back Cilles, with 
all his friends, laden with magnificent (Presents,' and 
with them all the baggage he had taken. There is 
certainly something very noble in thus vying in ge- 
nerosity with an enemy ; and it was a disposition still 
more estimable, especially in a young* and victorious 
prince, to make it a point of glory to depend entirely 
upon his fetlier, and to Jt^e nb measures in such a 
conjuncture without consulting him. 

*Seleucus, after the victory obtained over De- 
metrius at Gaza, had obtdined a thousand foot aad> 
three hundred horse from I^tolemy, aad> proceeded 


l)iod.*l. xix. p. 729. 


r Ibid.p.72»-72»; . 
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with this small escort to the East, with an inten* 
tion to re-enter Babylon. When he arrived at 
CarrbsB, in Mesopotamia, he made the Macedonian 
garrison join his troops, partly by consent, and 
partly by compulsion. As soon as his approach to 
Babylpn was known, his ancient subjects came in 
great numbers to range themselves under his en- 
signs; for the moderation of his government had 
rendered liim greatly beloved in that province, 
whilst the severity of Antigonus was universally de- 
tested. The people wqfe charmed at his return, 
and tlie hopes of his re-establishment. When he 
arrived at Babylon he found the gates open, and 
was received with the general acclamations of the 
people. Those wljo favoured the party of Anti- 
gonus retired into the castle ; but a^ Seleucus was 
master of the city and the affections of the people, 
he soon made himself master of that fortress, an^d 
there found his children, friends, and domestics, 
whom Antigonus had detained prisoners in that 
place ever since the retreat of Seleucus into Egypt. 

It was immediately judged necessary to raise a 
good army to defend these.acquisitions; and he was 
hardly reinstated in Babylon before Nicanor, the 
governor of Media under Antigonus, was upon his 
march to dislodge him. Seleucus having received 
intelligence of this, passed the Tigris in order to 
meet him, -and lie had the good fortune to surpri^ 
him in a disadvantageous post, where be assaulted 
his camp by night, and entirely defeated bis army. 
Nicanor was compelled tody, wkb a small number 
of his friends, and to cross the deserts before he 
could arrive at the place where Antigonus then was. 
All the troops, whlo had escaped from the defeat, 
declared for •Seleueu#,* ekl^ tbrot^ dissatis- 
faction to serve under Antigonus, or else frrom 
apprehensions of the <bnqueror. Seleucu s was 
DOW Dtaster of a fifte army, wWch he entpteyw 
in the conquest of Media and Susiana, with the 
other adjacent provinces, by which mp ans he ren- 
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A. M. 
36P3. 
Ant J. C 
311. 


dered himself very powerful. The lenity of his 
government, his justice, equity, and humanity to 
all his subjects, contributed principally to the esta- 
blishment of his power ; and he was then sensible 
how advantageous it is for a prince to treat his 
people in that manner^", and to possess their af- 
fections. He had arrived in his own territoiies 
with a handtul of met), hut the love of his peo[>le 
was equivalent to an army; and he not only as- 
sembled a vast body (d them about him in a short 
time, but they were likew isg rendered invincible by 
their affection for him. 

With this ent)'y into Babylon commences ’the 
famous aera of the Seleucidie, received by all the 
people of tfie East, as well , Pagans as Jews, 
Christians, amt Mahommedans. The Jjews call it 
the jEra of Conti acts, because when they were stib- 
jected to the goveinment of i\\e Syro-Macedonian 
kings, they were obliged to insert it into the dates 
of their /:ontracts and other civil writings. The 
Arabians style it the JEra of the Double horned, 
by which, according to some authors, they denote 
Seleucus, whom sculptorij usually represented with 
tw'O borns of an ox on his head, because this 
prince was so sti ong, that he could seize that animal 
by the horns and'-stop liim short in his full career. 
The tw'o books of the Maccabees call it the jEra of 
the Greeks, and use it in their dates j with this 
difference, however, that the first of these books 
represents it as beginning in the spring, the other 
in the autumn of the same year. The thirty-one 
years of the reign ascribed to Seleucus, begin at 
this period. 

’Antigonus wasatCelfensein Phrygia, when he re- 
ceived intelligence of the vfCiOfy obldined by his son 
Demetrius over the troops of Ptolemy ; and imme- 
diately advanced to Syria, in order to secure all the 
advanta^s that were presented toliim by that event. 


Diod. 1. xiz. p.729. 
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He crossed mountTaarus, an*d joined his son, whom 
he tenderly embraced at the first interview, shed- 
ding at the same time tears of joy. Ptolemy, being 
sensible that he was not strong enough to oppose 
the united forces of the father and son, resolved to 
demolish the fortifications ot Aco, Jpppa, Samaria, 
and Gaza ; after which he retired into Egypt, with 
the greatest part of the riches of the country, and a 
numerous train of the inhabitants. In this manner 
was all Phoenicia, .Turltea, andCoele-syria, subjected 
a second time to the power of Antigonus. 

' Tlift inhabitants of these provinces who were 
carried off by Ptolemy, followed him more out of 
inclination than by constraint; and the modera- 
tion and humanity .with which he always treated 
those who submitted to his government, had gained 
their he«rts so effectually, that they were more de- 
sirous of living under him in a foreign country thay 
of continuing in their own subject to Antigonus, 
from whom they had no expectations of sogentle a 
treatment. They were likewise strengthened in this 
resolution by the acfvantageous proposals of Pto- 
lemy; for, as he then intended to make Alexandria 
the capital of Egypt, he was very desirous of draw- 
ing inhabitants'ffiither, and for this purpose he 
offered them extraordinary privilfeges and immu- 
nities. He, therefore, settled in that city most of 
thtfee who 'followed him on this occasion, among 
whom was a numerous body ot Jews. Alexander 
had formerly placed many of that nation there; 
but Ptolemy, in his return from one of bis first ex- 
peditions, pRinti d a much greater number in that 
city than Alexander himselt, and they there found 
a fine country atwl a powerful protection. The 
rumour of these advantages being propagated 
through all Judaea, rendered many more desirou.s 
of establishing themselves at Alexandria ; and they 
accomplished thatddkign upon this occasion. Alex- 


' Alex. Antiq. 1. xiL c. 1. &• contr. Appioa, 1. i. & ii. 
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ander bad granted the Jews who settled there under 
his government, the same privileges as were enjoyed 
by the Macedonians; and Ptolemy pursued the 
same conduct with respect to this new colony. In 
a word, be settled such a number of them there, 
that the quarter inhabited by the Jews .almost 
formed an entire city of itself. A large body of 
Samaritans also established themselves there, on 
the same footing with the Jews, and increased ex- 
ceedingly in numbers. 

' Antigonus, after be h^d repossessed himself , of 
Syria and J udsea, sent Atbenseus, one of bis generals, 
against the Nabathssan Arabs, a nation of robbers, 
who bad made several inroads into the country he 
had newly conquered, and bad lately carried olf a 
very large booty. Their capital city was Petra, so 
called by the Greeks, because it was situated on a 
high rock, in the middle of a desert country. Atbe- 
nmus made himself master of the place, and likewise 
of the spoils deposited in it; but the Arabs attacked 
him by surprise in bisretreut, anddefeated the great- 
est part of his troops; they likewise killed him ontbe 
spot, regained all the booty, and carried it back to 
Petra, from whence they wrote a letter to Antigonus, 
who was then in Syria, complaining of the injustice 
with which they bad been treated by Atlienaeus. 
Antigonus pretended at first to disapprove his pro- 
ceedings; but as soon as be hM assembled 'his 
troops, be gave the command of them to bis son 
Demetrhjs, with orders to chastise the insolence of 
those robbers : but as this prince Ibund it im- 
practicable to force them in their retnsat, or retake 
Petra, he contented himself with making the best 
treaty he could with this people^, and then marched 
back with bis troops. ^ ‘ 

A. M. 'Antigonus, upon the intelligence be received from 
3693. KicaBorol thesucces8ofSelsacusi»theJ^t,8entbM 
3 1 1 !*" ' ^ Deiaetrius tlutber af the head of an army, to drive 

* Diod. I. xix. p.7S0 — ^733. 

* Ibidr p.7$5g 7S6. Plat iaDemetr. |».89Y. 
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him out of Babylon, and dispossess him of that pro- 
vince, while he himself advanced to the coasts of 
Asia Minor, to oppose the operations of the con- 
federate princes, whose power daily increased. He 
likewise ordered his son to Join him, after he had 
executed his commission in the East. Demetrius, 
in conformity to his father’s direcdons,«essembled 
an army at Damascus, and marched to Babylon j 
and as Seleucus was then in Media, he enters the 
city without any opposition. Patroclus, who had 
been intrusted with the gpvemment of that city by 
Seleucus, finding himself not strong enough to resist 
DenTetrius, retired with his troops into the marshes, 
where the rivers, canalSj and fens that covered him, 
made the approach impracticable. He had the 
precaution,, when he left Babylon, •to cause the 
inhabitants also to retire from thence, who all 
took refuge, some on the other side of the Tigris^^ 
others in the deserts, and the rest in places of 
security. • 

Demetrius caused the castles to be attacked, 
which there were tw& in Babylon, very large, and 
strengthened with good garrisons, on the two op- 
posite banks of the Euphrates. One of these 
took, and placed in it a garrison of seven thousand 
men. The othor sustained the siege till Antigonus 
ordered his son to join him. This prince, there- 
forei left Archelaus, one of the principal officers of 
the army, with a thousand horse, and five thou- 
sand foot, to continue the siege, and marcl)ed with 
the rest of the troops into Asia Minor, to reinforce 
hk father. • 

Before bis departure, he caused Babylon to be 
plundered; but this action proved to be detrimental 
to his father’s affairs, gnd* attached the inhabitants 
more than ever to l^leucus;''even those who, till 
then, bad espoused the interest of Antigonus, 
never imagined that ‘the city would be treated 
in that manner, if he ever intended to return 
thither, and looked upon this pillage as an act of 
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desertion, and a form&l declaration of his having 
entirely abandoned them : this induced them to 
turn their thoughts to an accommodation with Se- 
leucus, and they accordingly went over to his party ; 
by which means Seleucus, upon his return, which 
immediately followed the departure of Demetrius, 
had no difficiitty in driving out the few troops that 
Demetrius had left in the city, and he retook the 
castle which they possessed. When this event was 
accomplished, he established his authority in such 
a solid manner, that nothing was capable oV shaking 
it. J his therefore is the epocha to v\ hich ithe Ba- 
bylonians refer the foundation of his kingtlom, 
though all the other nations of Asia place it six 
months sooner, and in the preceding year. 

Demetrii^is, upon lus arrival in Asia Minor, 
obliged Ptolemy to raise the siege of Halicarnassus; 
and this event was succeeded by a treaty of [)eace 
between the confederate princes and Antigonus ; by 
which it was stipulated, thal Cassander should have 
the management of tlie Macedonian affairs, till 
Alexander, the son of Roxan&, was of age to reign. 
Lysimachus was to hav^ Thrace ; Ptolemy, Egypt, 
and the frontiers of Libya, witli Arabia; and all Asia 
was allotted to Antigonus. All the cities of Greece 
were likewise to enjoy their liberty; but this accom- 
modation was of no long duration : and indeed it is 
surprising that princes, so well acquainted with 
^ach other, and sensible that the sacred solemnity 
of oaths "was only employed for their mutual de- 
lusion, should expect any success from an expedient 
that had been practised so frequently in vain, and 
was then so much disregarded. This treaty was 
hardly concluded, before eac^h party complained 
that it was infringed, and hpstilitits were renewed. 
The true reason was, the extraordinary power 
of Antigonus, which daily increased, and became 
so formidable to the other* three, that they were 


* Difid. L xix. p< 7S9. Plut. in DemQt. p. 892. 
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incapable of enjoying any satisfaction till they had 
reduced him. 

It was manifest that they were only solicitous for 
their own interest, and had no regard for the family 
of Alexander. The Macedonians began to be im- 
patient; and declared aloud, that it was time for 
them to cause tlie young Alexander fo appear upon 
the stage of action, as he was then fourteen years of 
age, and to bring him out of prison, in order to 
make him acquainted with public business. Cas- 
sander, who foresaw in this proceeding the de- 
struction of his own measures, caused the young 
king,* and his mother Roxana, to be secretly put to 
death in the castle of Amphipolis, where he had 
confined them for so me* years. 

* Polysperchon, who governed in Peloponnesus, A. M. 
took this opportunity to declare openly against 
conductof Cassander, and made the people sensible ^ 310 
of the enormous wickedness of this action, with a* 
view of rendering him odious to the Macedionians, 
and entirely supplanting him in their affections. 

As he had then thoughts of re-entering Macedonia, 
from whence he had been driven by Cassander, he 
affected an air of great zeal for the house of 
Alexander; and in order to render it apparent, he 
caused Hercules, another son of Alexander by Bar- 
sina, the widow of Memnon,and who was then about 
seventeen yegirs of %ge, to be brought from Perga mus, 
upon which he himself advanced with an army, and 
proposed to the Macedonians to place him upon the 
throne. Cassander was terrified at this proceeding, 
and represen^d to him, at an interview between 
them, that he w'as preparing to raise himself a 
master ; but that it jvould be more for his interest 
to remove Hercales out o 4 ^tbe way, and secure the 
sovereignty of Greece* to himself, offering, at the 
same time, his own assistance for that purpose. 

Tbb discourse easily prevailed upon him to sacrifice 


» Died. l.xx. p.760, 701, & 700, 70^. 



448 


THE HIStORT OP 


the young prince to Cassander, as be was now per- 
suaded that he should derive great advantages from 
A. M. bis death. Hercules, therefore, and his mother, 
3695. suffered the same fate from him the next year, as 
^*309 ^ J^oxana and her son had before from Cassander ; 
and each of these wretches sacrificed, in his turn, 
an heir of the crown, in order to share it between 
themselves. 

As there was now no prince of Alexander’s house 
left, each of them retained his government with the 
authority of a sovereign, ^and were persuaded that 
they had effectually secured their acquisitions, *by 
the murder of those princes who alone had a lawful 
title to them, congratulating themselves for having 
extinguished in their olvn minds all remains 
of respect for the memory of Alexander, their 
master and benefactor, which till then had held 
, thmr bands. Who, without horror, could behold 
an action so perfidious, and, at the same time, so 
shamefiil and base 1 But such was the insensibility 
of them both, that they were equally forward to 
felicitate themselves on tlie Success of an impious 
confederacy, which ended in the effusion of their 
master’s blood. The blackest of all crimes never 
cost the ambitious any remorse, provided they con- 
duce to their ends. 

' Ptolemy having commenced the wa^ anew, took 
severd cities from Antigonus id Cilioa and .other 
parts ; but Demetrius soon regained what bis fether 
hod lost in Cilicia: and tte other generals of 
Antigonus had the same success against those of 
Ptedemy, who did not command this expedition in 
person. Cy|iru3 was now the only territory where 
Ptolemy preserved his conquests; Ibr when be had 
Oausetl Nicodes, king esf Ifapbos^ to suffer death, 
he entirely crushed m party of An^genas in that 
ishmd. 

* In order to obtain some compensation ibr what 


r . 8 M. 1 . an. p.?60. 
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he had lost in Cilicia, he invaded Pamphylia, Lycia, 
and some other provinces of Asia Minor, where he 
took several places from Antigonus. 

* He then sailed into the iEgean sea, and made 
himself master of the isle of Andros; after which he 
took Sicyon, Corinth, and some other cities. 

During his continuance in those parts, he formed 
an intimate correspondence with Cleopatra, the 
sister of Alexander. She had espoused Alexander, 
king of Epirus, at whose nuptials Philip had been 
assassinated, and after the death of her consort, 
wBo was slain in the wars 5f Italy, had continued in 
a state of widowhood, and, for several years, had 
resided at Sardis in Lydia. As Antigonus, who 
was master of that city, -did not treat her with due 
attention and respect, Ptolemy artfully took advan- 
tage of her ‘discontent, to gain her over to his in- 
terest. *.With this intention he invited her to an 
interview, in hopes of deriving, from her presence,* 
some advantages against Antigcaius. The fjrincess 
had already set out, but the governor of Sardis 
caused her to be stopped and immediately brought 
back, and shortly after, by the command of Anti- 
gonus, caused Jier to be secretly destroyed. Anti- 
gonus, soon after this event, came to Sardis, where 
he ordered all the women who ha4 been instru- 
mental in her murder, to be proceeded against. 

We may here behold with admiration, how hea- 
vily the arm of the Aliniglity fell upon the race of 
Alexander, and with what severity it pursued the 
small remains of his family, and all those who had 
the misfortune,to be any w ay related to that famous 
conqueror, whose favour was ardently courted by 
all tlie world a few years before. A fatal curse con- 
sumed his whole family, and avenged upon it all the 
acts of violence w hicb ftad been committed by that 
prince. God even used the ministration of his 
courtiers, ofiicers, and domestics, tb render tlie se- 

» Diod. I.xx. p.774, 775. 
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verity of bis judgment visible to all mankind, who, 
by these means, received some kind of reparation 
for the calamities they had suffered from Alexander. 

Antigonus, though he was the minister of the 
Deity in the execution of his just decrees, was not 
the less criminal on that account, because he acted 
only from motives of ambition and cruelty,* of the 
enormity of which he was himself sensible, and 
which he wished he could be capable of concealing 
from the observation of mankind. He celebrated 
the funeral of Cleopatra with extraordinary magni- 
ficence, hoping, by this plausible exterior, tp dazzle 
the eyes of the public, and avpid the hatred due to 
so black a crime. But such deep hypocrisy as 
this usually discovers the crime it labours to con- 
ceal, and only increases the just horror the world ge- 
nerally entertains for those who have (Committed it. 

This barbarous and unmanly action was not the 
* only one that Antigonus committed. Seleucus and 
Ptolenjy raised the superstructure of their power on 
the clemency and justice with which they governed 
their people; and, by these expedients, established 
lasting empires, which continued in their families 
for several generations: but the character of Anti- 
gonus was of a different cast. It was a maxim with 
him, to remove all obstacles to his designs, without 
the least regard to justice or humanity; in conse- 
quence of which, Ivhen that brutal cmd tyrannical 
force, by which alone he had supported himself, 
came to fail him, be lost both life and empire. 

Ptolemy, with all the wisdom and moderation of 
his government, was not secure froqj revolts. The 
treachery of Ophelias, governor of^ Libya and Cy- 
renaica, w’ho formed an insurrection much about 
this time, gave him a jus^. cause for inquietude; but 
it happened very fortunately to be attended with 
no bad effect This officer had served first under 
Alexander, and, after the d^atb of that prince, had 
embraced the interest of Ptolemy, whom be followed 
into Egypt Ptokany had intrusted him with the 
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command of the army whichVas intended for the 
reduction of Libya and Cyrenaica, provinces that 
liad been allotted to him, as well as Egypt and 
Arabia, in the partition of the empire. When those 
two provinces were subdued, Ptolemy conferred the 
government of them upon Ojfhellas ; who, when he 
was sensible that this prince was too much engaged 
with Antigonus and Demetrius to give him any 
apprehensions, had rendered himself independent, 
and continued, till this year, in the peaceable en- 
joj^ment of his usurpation^ 

Agathocles, king of Sicily, having marched into A. M. 
Africa to attack the Carthaginians, endeavoured to 
eng ige Ophelias in his interest, and promised 
assist him in the con^ueSt of all Africa for himself. 
Ophelias, seduced by so grateful a prq|)osal, joined 
Agathocles with an army of twenty thousand men 
in the Ciirthaginian territories ; but he had scarce 
arrived there before the perfidious wretch who had * 
drawn him thither, caused him to be slayi, and 
kept his army in his own service. The history of 
the Carthaginians wilJ inform the reader in what 
manner this black instance qf treachery succeeded. 

Ptolemy, upon the death of Ophelias, recovered 
Libya and Cyrenaica. The wife of the latter was 
an Athenian lady of uncommon beauty; her name 
was Eurydifce, and she was descended from Mil- 
tiadeg. After thrf death of her husband she re- 
turned to Athens, where Demetrius saw her the 
following year, and espoused her. 


* G S 
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Sect. VII. Demetrius, the son of Antigonus, be- 
sieges and takes Athens, and establishes a demo- 
cracy in thqt city. Demetrius Phalereiis, who 
commanded there, retires to Thebes. He is con- 
demned to suffer death, and his statues are thrmvn 
down. He retires into Egypt. The excessive 
honours rendered by the Athenians to Antigonus 
and his son Demetrit(s. This latter obtains a 
great naval victory over Ptolemy, takes Sala- 
mis, and makes himseff roaster of all the 'island 
of Cyprus. Antigonus and Demetrius assume 
the title of Kings after this victory, and their 
example is followed by the other princes. Anti- 
gonus forms an enterprise against Egypt, which 
proves unsuccessful. 


,A. M. ‘Antigonus and Demetrius had formed a de- 
3698 . sign to restore liberty to all Greece, which was kept 
^*306 ® slavery by Cassander, Ptolemy, and 

’ Polysperchon. These confederate princes, in order 
to subject the Greeks, had judged it expedient to 
establish, in allthecities they conquered, aristocracy, 
that is, the government of the rich and powerful; 
and it corresponds, the most of any, with regal au- 
thority. Antigonus, to engage the people in his in- 
terest, had recourse to a contrary method, by substi- 
tuting a democracy, which more effectually soothed 
the inclination of the Greeks, by lodging the power 
in the hands of the people. This conduct was a 
renewal of the policy which bad been so frequently 
employed against the Eftcedaemoflians by the Athe- 
nians and Persians, and had always succeeded; and 
it was impossible for it to be ineffectual in this con- 
juncture, if supported by a^ood army. Antigonus 


" Plot, in Demetr. p. 892 — 89+. 
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could not enter upon his measures in abetter man- 
ner, than by opening the scene with the signal of 
democratic liberty in Athens; which was not only 
the most jealous of it, but was likewise at the head 
of all the other republics. • 

When the siege of Athens had been aesolved upon, 
Antigonus w'as told by one of his friends, that if he 
should happen to take that city, he ought to keep it 
for himself, as the key of all Greece ; but he sternly 
rejected that proposal, and replied, “ That the best 
“ 8fod strongest key which4ie knew, was the friend- 
“ ship of the people^ and that Athens, being in a 
“ manner the light by which all the world steered, 
“ would not fail to spread through all quarters the 
“ glory of his actions*.” It is very surprising to see 
in what manner princes, who are verjr unjust and 
self-interested, can sometimes borrow the language 
of equity and generosity, and are solicitous of doing 
tliemselvcs honour, by assuming’the appearance of 
virtues to which, in reality, they are utter strangers. 

Demetrius set out fpr Athens with five thousand 
talents, and a fleet of two hundred and fifty ships. 
Demetrius Phalereus had commanded in that city 
for the space of ten years, in the name and under 
the authority of Cassander; and tbq republic, as I 
have already observed, never experienced a juster 
government, or enjeyed a series of greater tranquil- 
lity and happiness. The citizens, in gratitude to 
his administration, had erected as many statues to 
his honour, as there are days in the year, namely, 
three hundred and sixty, for at that time the year, 
according to Pliny,* did not exceed this number of 
days. An honour like this had never been granted 
to any citizen. 

When the fleet of DeTnetrius approached, all the 
inhabitants prepared for its reception, believing the 
ships belonged to Ptolqpiy ; but when the captains 

* Nondum anno hme nwnerum dierum excede^e. Plij;. 
I. xsxiv. c. 6. 
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and principal officers were at last undeceived, they 
immediately had recourse to arms for their defence; 
every place was filled with tumult and confusion, 
the Athenians being reduced to a sudden and unex- 
pected necessity of repelling an enemy whoadvanced 
upon them without being discovered, and diad al- 
ready made a descent ; for Demetrius had entered 
the port, which he found entirely open, and might 
easily he distinguished on the deck of his galley, 
where with his hand he made a signal to the peopU 
to keep themselves quiet; and afford him an audi- 
ences The tumult being then calmed, he caused 
them to he informed aloud by "a herald, who placed 
himself at his side, “ That his father Antigoniis 
“ had sent him under happy 'auspices, to reinstate 
“ the Atheriians in the possession of their liberty ; 
“ to drive the garrison out of their citadel, and to 
“ re-establish their laws, and ancient plan of go- 
“ vernment.” 

The Athenians, at this proclamation, cast their 
bucklers down at their feqt, and clapping their 
hands with loud acclamations of joy, pressed De- 
metrius to descend from his galley, and called him 
their preserver and benefactor. Those who were 
then with Demetrius Phalereus, were unanimously 
of opinion, that, as the son of Antigonus was al- 
ready master of the city, it wonld be better to re- 
ceive him, though they should even he certain that 
he would not perform any one article of w hat he had 
promised : upon which they immediately dispatched 
ambassadors to him with a tender of their sub- 
mission. ^ 

Demetrius received them in a gracious manner, 
and gave them a very ig^ourable, audience; and in 
order to convince them of his good disposition to- 
wards them, he gave tliem Aristodemus of Miletus, 
one of his father’s most intimate friends, as a host- 
age, at their dismission. He was likewise careful 
to provide for the safety of Demetrius Phalereus; 
who, in donsequen.ee of this revolution, had more 
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reason to be apprehensive of his citizens, than even 
of the enemies themselves. The reputation and vir- 
tue of this great man had inspired the young prince 
with the utmost respect for his person; and he sent 
him with a sufficient guard to Thebes, in compli- 
ance with his own request. * He then told the Athe- 
nians that he was determined not tb see their city ; 
nor so much as enter within the walls, however de- 
sirous he might be to visit them, till he had en- 
tirely freed the inhabitants from subjection, by 
(Jrivingout the garrison that encroached upon their 
liberties. At the same time, he ordered a large 
ditdi to be opened,. and raised strong intrench ments 
before the fortress of Munychia, to deprive it of all 
communication with the city ; after which he em- 
barked for Megara, where Cassandgr had placed a 
strong garrison. 

Whfen he arrived at that city, he was informed 
that Cratesipolis, the wife of Alexander the son 6f 
Polysperchon, who was greatly celebrated for her 
beRuty, then resided at Patrae, and was extremely 
desirous to see him* and be at his devotion. He 
therefore left his army in the territories of Megara, 
and having selected a small number of persons, 
most disposed to attend him, he set out for Patrss ; 
and, when he had arrived within a small distance 
of that city, he secretly withdrew himself from his 
attendants^ and* caused a pavilion to be erected in 
a private place, that Cratesipolis might not be seen 
when she came to him. A party of the enemy 
happening to be apprised of this imprudent pro- 
ceeding, marched a^insthim when he least expected 
such a visit, and he had but just time to disguise 
himself in a mean»habit, and elude the danger by a 
precipitate flight ; sp ttlht he was on the point of 
being taken in the most ignominious manner, on 
account of his incontinence. The enemy seized his 
tent, with the riche? that were in it. 

The city of Megara being taken, the soldiers de- 
manded leave to plunder the inhabhants ; but the 
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Athenians interceded fbr them so effectually, that 
the city was saved. Demetrius drove out the gar- 
rison of Cassander, and reinstated Megara in its 
liberties. Stilpon,* a celebrated philosopher, lived 
in that city, and was sent for by Demetrius, who 
asked him if he had notlost something ? ‘‘ Nothing 

at all,” replied Stilpon, “ for I carry all my effects 
“about me;” meaningby that expression, his justice, 
probity, temperance,, and wisdom; with the advan- 
tage of not ranking any thing in the class of bless- 
ings that could be taken fro^ him. What could aU 
the kings of the earth do in conjunction against such 
a man as this, who neither desices nor dreads *any 
thing, and who has been taught by philosophy not 
to consider death itself as a'caljimity ? 

Though the^city was saved from pillage, yet all 
the slaves in general were taken and carried *off by 
the conquerors. l-)emetrius, on the day 'of his 
quitting Megara, aft^r having shewed the strongest 
marks of, regard to Stilpon, told him that he left the 
city to him in an entire state of freedom. “ What 
“ you say, rny lord, is certainFy true,” replied the 
philosopher, “ for you hy ve not left so much as one 

slave in it.” 

Demetrius, when he returned to Athens, posted 
his troops before the port of Munychia, and carried 
on the siege with so much vigour, tliat he soon 
drove out the garrison, and razeef the fort. The 
Athenians, after this event, entreated him with 
great importunity to come and refresh himself in the 
city; upon which he accordingly entered it, and 
then assembled the people, to whom^he restored 


* Megcu'a Demetrius ceperat, am cognomen Foliorcetesfuit. Ab 
hoc Stilpon philosophus interrogatus, nAin quid perdidisset: Nihil, 
inquit ; omnia namque mea mecum sunt — Habebat enim secum vera 
bona, in qua non esi tnands injifctia^Hmc sunt, justitia, virtus, 
temperantia, prudentia ; et hoc ipsum, nihil bonum putare quod eripi 
possit — Cogita nunc, an htiic quisquam facere injuriam possit, cui 
helium, ethostis ilte egregiam artem qUassandarum urbinm prqfes^ 
uu, eripere nihiljpotuiu Senec. de Const, sap. c. ▼. & Ep.lX. 
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their ancient form of government, promising, at the 
same time, that his father should send them a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand measures of corn, and all 
necessary materials for building a hundred galleys, 
of three benches of oars. In this manner did the 
Athenians recover their democracy, about fourteen 
years after its abolition. 

They carried their gratitude to their benefactors 
even to impiety and irreligion, by the excessive ho- 
nours they decreed them. They first conferred the 
title of king on Antigonps and Demetrius, a title 
which neitlior these nor any of the other princes had 
ever’had the presumption to take till then, though 
they had assumed to themselves all the power and 
efl’ectsof royalty. TJie Atheftians likewise honoured 
them with t;he appellation of tutelar deities; and in- 
stead o£ t he magistracy of the Archon, w hich gave the 
year its 'denomination, they elected annually a priesj 
of these tutelar deities, in whose name all the public 
acts and decrees were passed. They aIso*ordered 
their pictures to he painted with those of the other 
gods, on the veil whiA w as carried in procession at 
their solemn festivals in honour of Minerva, called 
Panathenffia, and, by an excess of adulation scarce 
credible, they consecrated the spot of ground on 
which Demetrius descended from 'his chariot, and 
erected an altar upon it, w hich they called ihtaltare^' 
Demetrius descending Jrorn his chariot ; and they 
added to the ten ancient tribes two more, which they 
styled, the tribe of Demetrius,mA the tribe of Anti- 
gonus. They likewise changed the names of two 
months in thrfr favour, and published an order, that 
those who should be sent to Antigonus or Demetrius, 
by any decree of th* jjeople, instead of being distin- 
guished by the eSmmoB title of ambassadors, should 
be called Theori, which wq ,3 an appellation reserved 
for those who w'crc chosen to go and offer sacrifices to 
the gods at Delphi, oi*01ympia, in the name of the 
cities. But even al 1 these honours were not so strange 
and extravagant as the decree obtained, by Demo- 
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elides, who proposed, *that in order to the more et- 
“ fectual consecration of the bucklers that were to 
be dedicated in the temple of Apollo, at Delphi, 
“ proper persons should be dispatched to Demetrius, 
“ the tutelar deity ; and that after they had offered 
“ sacrifices to him, they should enquire of this tutelar 
“ deity in what manner they ought to conduct them- 
“ selves, soastocelebrate, withthegreatestprompti- 
“ tude, and the utmost devotion and magnificence, 
“ the dedication of those offerings, and that the 
“ people should comply \f’ith all the directions of 
“ the oracle on that occasion.” 

The extreme ingratitude the Athenians* dis- 
covered towards Demetrius Phalereus, was no 
less criminal and extravagant, tjhan the immoderate 
acknowledgment they had just shewn to their new 
master. They had always considered the former as 
too much devoted to oligarchy, and were offended 
at his suffering the Macedonian garrison to continue 
in theiocitadel for the space of ten years, without 
making the least application to Cassander for its 
removal: in this, however, he'had only followed the 
example of Phocion, a.nd undoubtedly considered 
those troops as a necessary restraint on the tur- 
bulent disposition of the Athenians. ‘ They might 
possibly imagine likewise, that by declaring against 
him, they should ingratiate themselves more effec- 
tually with the conqueror. But whatever their mo- 
tives might be, they first condemned him to suffer 
death for contumacy ; and as they were incapable of 
executing their resentment upon his person, because 
he liad retired from their city, they threw down the 
numerous statues they had raised in honour of De- 
metrius Phalereus; who, when, he had received in- 
telligence of their proceWinjjs, “At least,” said he, 
“ it will not be in their power to destroy that virtue 
“ in me by which those statues were deserved.” 

What estimation is to be made of those honours 


Diog. Laert* 
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which, at one time, are b^estow-ed with so much 
profusion, and as suddenly revoked at another; ho- 
nours that had been denied to virtue, and prostituted 
to vicious princes, with a constant disposition to 
divest them of those favours upon the first impres- 
sions of discontent, and degrade ^them from their 
divinity with as mu A precipitation as they conferred 
it upon them ! Whatweaknessandstupidity do those 
discover, who are either touched with strong im- 
pressions of joy when they receive such honours, or 
•appear dejected when ^hey happen to lose them! 

The Athenians still proceeded to greaterextremi- 
ties. Demetrius 'Phalereus was accused of having 
acted contrary to theirjaws in many instances during 
his administratiorv and they omitted no endeavours 
to render. him odious. It was necessary for them to 
have»/ecourse to this injustice and calumny, infa- 
mous as such expedients were in their own nature, 
to escape, if possible, the jivst reproach of having 
condemned that merit and virtue whicl> had been 
universally known and experienced. The statues, 
w hile they subsistecl, were so many public testimo- 
nials, continually declaring in favour of the inno- 
cence of Demetrius, and against the injustice of the 
Athenians. Their own evidence then turned against 
them, a^id that they could not iiTvalidate. The re- 
putation of Dgrnetrius was not obliterated by the 
destruction of his statues ; and therefore it w^as abso- 
lutely necessary that he should appear criminal, that 
the Athenians might be able to represent themselves 
as innocent and just; and they imagined that a 
solemn anfl authentic condemnation would supply 
the defect of proofs, and the regularity of forms. 
They did not ev#n spare his friends; and all those 
w ho had maintained a sTrict intimacy with him were 
exposed to danger. ^lenander, that celebrated 
poet, from whom Terence has transcribed the 
greatest part of hiS comedies, w as on the point of 
being prosecuted, for no other reason than his hay- 
ing contracted a friendship with Dcpaelrius. 
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There is reason to believe that Demetrius, after 
he had passed some time at Thebes, retired for 
refuge to Cassander, ivho was sensible of his merit, 
and testified a particular esteem for him, and that 
he continued under his protection as long as that 
prince lived. Bi)t, after the death of C’assander, as 
he had reason to be apprehensive of the worst that 
could befall him from the brutality of his son An- 
tipater, who had caused his own motlier to be de- 
stroyed, he retired into Egypt, to Ptolemy Soter, who 
had rendered himself illustri'jus by his liberalities tO' 
men of letters, and w hose court was then the asylum 
of all persons in distress. “ 

* His reception at that court was as favourable as 
possible ; and the king, according to iElian, gave 
him the office of- superintending the observation of 
the law's of the state. He held tlic first rank among 
the friends of that prince ; lived in affluence, and 
was in a condition to transmit presents to his friends 
at Athens.* These were undoubtedly some of those 
real friends, of whom Demetrius himself declared 
that they never came to him in his prosperity till he 
first had sent for them, bwt that they always visited 
him in his adversity without waiting for any in- 
vitation. 

During his exile he composed several treatises on 
government, the duties of civil life,, and other sub- 
jects of the like nature. This employment was B 
kind of sustenance to his mind,* and cherished in 
it those sentiments of humanity with which it was 
so largely replenished. How grateful a consolation 
and resource is this, either in solitude, dr a state of 
exile, to a man solicitous of improving his hours of 
leisure to the advantage of himself and the public ! 

The reader, when he considers the surprising 
number of statues erected ,in honour of one man, 

a 

** iBlian. 1. iii. c. 17. Plut. de exil. p. 601. 

* Multa pTctchira iii ilio calamiiosoexilio scripsit, non ad tisum 
aliquemsuum, quo erat orbalus; sed animi cultus ille trat ei quasi 
quidam humojiitatis cibus, Cic. de Finib. bon. & mal. 1. r. n. 54. 
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will undoubtedly have noticed the striking differ- 
ence between the glorious ages of Athens and 
that we are now describing. A very judicious 
author* has a fine remark on this occasion. All 
the recompense, says he, which the Athenians for- 
merly granted Miltiades fbr preserving the state, 
was the privilege of Jjeiiig represertted in a picture 
as the principal figure, and at the head of nine other 
generals, animating the troops for the battle ; but 
the same people being afterwards softened and cor- 
rupted by the flattery of their orators, decreed 
above, three hundred statues to Demetrius Pha- 
lereus. Honours, thus prodigally lavished are no 
proofs of real merit, but the effects of servile adu- 
lation ; and DemetriuS Phalereus was culpable to a 
considerable degree in not opposinj^them to the ut- 
most of his power, if he really was in a condition to 
prevent their taking place. '^The conduct of Cato 
was much more prudent. In declining several marks 
of distinction which the people were d^irous of 
granting him ; and when he was asked, one day, why 
no statues had beensjrected to him, when Rome was 
crowded with so many othprs, “ I had mucli rather,” 
said he, “ people should enquire whyl haveiione, 
“ than why I have any.” 

True honour and distinction, .says Plutarch, in 
the placd I last cited, consist in the sincere esteem 
aqd affectjon of the people, founded on real merit 
and effectual services. I'hese are sentiments which 
are so far from being extinguished by death, that 
they gain strength and are perpetuated from age to 
age : whereasaprofusion of honours lavislied through 
flattery, or fear, upon bad princes and tyrants, are 
never known to jurvive them, and frequently die 
away before them. Tiie same Demetrius Polior- 
cetes, wliom we have lately seen consulted and 
adored as an oracle aptf a god, will soon have the 
mortification to behold the Athenians shutting their 

* Cor. Nep. in Miltiad. c. vi. ^ Plat, iq pr®c. reip. ger. p. 820 . 
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gates against him, for tto other reason than the 
change of his fortune. 

* Demetrius, while he continued at Athens, 
espoused Eurydice, the widow of Ophelias. He 
had already several wives, and among the rest, Phila, 
the daughter of Antipater, whom his father com- 
pelled him to marry against his inclinations, citing 
to him a verse out of Euripides, which he changed 
into a parody by the alteration of one word. 
“ Wherever fortune is, a person ought to marrj', 
“ even against his inclination.”* Ancient as this 
maxim is, it has never grown obsolete hitherto, but 
retains its full force, how contrary soever it be to 
the sentiments of nature. Demetrius was severely 
censured at Athens for infamous excesses. 

'■ In a short ^ime after this marriage, his father 
ordered him to quit Greece, and sent him with a 
strong fleet, and a numerous army, to conquer the 
isie of Cyprus from Ptolemy. Before he undertook 
this expedition, he sent ambassadors to the Rhodi- 
ans, to invite them to an alliance with him against 
Ptolemy; but this attempt proved ineffectual, and 
they constantly insisted on the liberty of persevering 
in the neutrality they had embraced. Demetrius 
being sensible that the intelligence Ptolemy main- 
tained in Rhodes bad defeated his design, advanced 
to Cyprus, where be made a descent, and marched 
to Salamis, the capital of that island. A^enelaps, 
the brother of Ptolemy, who bad shut himself up 
there with most of bis troops, marched out to give 
him battle, but was defeated, and compelled to re- 
enter the place after be bad lost a thousand of his 
men, who were slain upon the spot, and three thou- 
sand more who were taken pris9ners. 

Menelaus not doubting but the prince, elated 
with this success, would undedteke the siege of Sala- 

» Plut. in Demetr. p. 894. Diod. 1. xx. p. 783 — 789. 

Pint in Demetr. p. 895 — 896. Justin. I. xv. c. 2. 

* *Oir« ri xijios, vagi finy It was iaXeuriw, a 

nMtn most serve. 
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mis, made all the necessai^ preparations, on bis 
part, for a vigorous defence; and while he was 
employing all his attention for that purpose, he 
sent couriers post to Ptolemy, to carry him the 
news of his defeat, and the siege with which he was 
threatened ; they were alscf to solicit him to hasten 
the succours he demjinded, and, if possible, to lead 
them in person. 

Demetrius, after he had obtained an cxactaccount 
of the situation of the place, as also of its strength, 
and that of the garrison, was sensible that he had 
not a §uflScient number 8f battering-rams and other 
military machines Jo reduce it; and therefore sent 
toSyria fora great number of expert workmen, with 
an infinite quantity of iron and wood, in order 
to make all the necessary preparations for assault- 
ing a city of that importance; ancf he then first 
built the famous engine called Helepolis, of which I 
shall soon give an exact description. • 

When all the necessary dispositions were made, 
Demetrius carried on his approaches to the city, and 
began to batter the walls with his engines ; and as 
they were judiciously worked, they had all the effect 
that could be expected. *The besiegers, after va- 
rious attacks, opened several large breaches in the 
wall, by which means the besieged were rendered 
incapableof sustaining the assault much longer, un- 
less they could resolve on some bold attempt to pre- 
vent the assault which Demetrius intended to make 
the next day. During the night, which had sus- 
pended the hostilities on both sides, t'ne inhabitants 
of Saiamis jailed a vast quantity of dry wood on 
their walls, with an intermixture of other com- 
bustible materials, and about midnight, tl}rcw them 
all down at tbe loot o£^he Helepolis, battering- 
rams, and other engines, and then kindled them 
with long flaming pole^. The fire immediately 
sthed them with so much violence, that they were 
all in flames in a very short time. The enemies ran 
from all quarters to extinguish the fire; but this cost 
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them a considerable time to effect, and most of the 
machines were greatly damaged. Demetrius, how- 
ever, was not discouraged at this disaster. 

Ptolemy, upon the intelligence he received of his 
brother’s illsuccess in the action against Demetrius, 
had caused a powerful fleet to be fitted out with all 
expedition, and advanced with |he utmostexpddition 
to his assistance. The battle, for which both parties 
prepared after some ineffectual overtures of accom- 
modation, created great expectations of the event, not 
only in the generals who were then upon the spot, 
but in all the absent prince^ and commanders, The 
result appeared to be uncertain; but it was very 
apparent that it would eventually give one of the 
contending parties an entire superiorityoverthe rest. 
Ptolemy, who arrived with a fleet of a liundred and 
fifty sail, had ordered Menelaus, who was then at 
Salarnis, to come up with the sixty vessels, under 
his command, in order to charge the rear guard of 
Demetrius, and throw them into disorder, amidst 
the beat of the battle. But Demetrius had had the 
fo'ecaution to leave teu of his s^iips to oppose those 
sixty of Menelaus ; for this small number was suf- 
ficient to guard the entrance into tlie port, which 
was very narrow, and prevent Menelaus from coming 
out. When this preliminary to the engagement was 
settled, Demetrius drew out his land fcn'ces, and 
extended them along the points of land which pro- 
jected into the sea, that he might be in a condition, 
in case any misfortune happened, to assist those who 
would be obliged to save themselves by swimming; 
after which he sailed into the open se^.with a hun- 
dred and eighty galleys, and charged the fleet of 
Ptolemy witli so much impetuosity, that he broke 
the line of battle. Ptokray, finding his defeat in- 
evitable, had immediately recourse to flight with 
eight galleys, which were all that escaped ; for of 
the other vessels which composed his fleet, some 
were cither shattered or sunk in the battle, and 
the others, to the number of seventy, were taken 
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with their whole complements. All the rest of 
Ptolemy’s train and baggage, his domestics, friends, 
and wives, provisions, arms, money, and niachines 
of war, on board the store-ships which lay at an- 
chor, were seized by Demetrius, who caused them 
to be carried to his camp. , 

Menclaus no longCr made any opposition after 
this battle at sea, but surrendered himself to De- 
metrius, with the city, and ail his ships and land 
forces, which consisted of twelve hundred horse 
and twelve thousand foot. 

Denletrius enhanced the glory of this victory by 
his humanity and gbnerous conduct after it. He 
caused the slain to be. interred in a magnificent 
manner, and generously restored liberty to Mene- 
laus and I^ntiscus, one the brother, mnd the other 
the son of Ptolemy, who were found among the 
prisoners : he also sent them back to him, with theic 
friends and domestics, and all ^heir baggage, witli- 
out any ransom ; that he might once more return 
the civilities he hac^ formerly experienced from 
Ptolemy, on a like occasion, after the battle of 
Gaza. * With so much more generosity, disinter- 
estedness, and politeness, did enemies make war 
against each other in those days, than we now find 
between fgends in the ordinary initercourse of life. 
He likewise seleq|:ed out of the spoils twelve hun- 
dred complete suits of armour, and gave them to 
the Athenians; the rest of the prisoners, whose 
number amounted to seventeen thousand men, 
without including the sailors taken with the fleet, 
were incorpofated by him into his troops ; by which 
means be greatly reinforced his army. 

Antigonus, w^ho eontii^d in Syria, waited with 
the utmost anxiety and impatience for an account 
of a battle, by the event of which the fate of him- 
self and his son was W be decided. When the 


* Tanto honegiiiU time bella gerebarUur, nunc amicitm 
COiUHiUr. JVSTJN. • 
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courier broughl him lotell^nce, thM Deitietiius. 
had obtained a complete victoi^^ hU joy rose itk 
proportion ; and all the people^ at the same instan^ 
proclaimed Antigonus and Demetrius kings. An-^ 
tigonus immediately trginsmitted to his son the dia« 
dem which ha 4 glittered on his own brows, and 
gave him the title xrf' king in*the letter he wrote to 
him. The Egyptians, when they were informed of 
this proceeding, proclaimed Ptolemy king also, 
that they might not seem to be dejected at thek 
defeat, or be thought to (sntertain the less esteem 
and aflection for their prince. LysimacHus^ and 
Seleucus soon followed their Example, the one in 
Thrace, and the other in .Babylon and the pro* 
vinces of the' East ; and assumed the title of king, 
ki their several dominions, after theyJiad for so 
many years usurped all the authority, withput pre^- 
Burning to take the title upon them, till now, which 
was about eighteen years after the death, of Alex* 
ander. ^ Cassander alone, though he was treated 
as a king by the ethers whet^ ^y eifoer spoke of 
wrote to hf^ continued to write nts letters in his 
usual manner, and without a^xing any addition to 
bis name. 

Plutarch observes, that ^his new title not only 
occasioned these princes to augment Iheir tram 
and pompous appeanmee, bat al^ caused them to 
assume airs of pride and arrogance, dnd inspired 
them wkh such haughty imprmsions sa they had 
never manifested till then ; as if this appellation 
bad 'suddenly exalted them into a species of beings 
diflTerent from the rest of mankind. 

A. M. Seleucus bad greatly increased his -power in the 
AnfT'c provinces, duri(||'itbe trangactioits we have 

^05* ‘been describing; for after he had killed NiCanor, 
whom Antigonus had seiR ‘against him, in a battle, 
be not only established Ifttnself in tte possession 
of Media, Assyria, and Babylon, but reduced Persia, 

^ AppUn. in Syr. p. 122, 123. Justin. 1. xv. c: 4. 
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Bactriana, Hyrcania, and ali the provinces on this 
side the Indus, which had formerly been conquered 
by Alexander. 

* Antigonus, on his side, to improve the victory 
his son had obtained in pyprus, assembled an 
army^f a hundred thousand mei\ in Syria, with 
an intention to invacte Egypt. He flattered him- 
self, that conquest would readily attend his arms, 
and that he should divest Ptolemy of that kingdom, 
with as much ease as he had taken Cyprus from 
bun. Whilst he was conducting this great army 
by latfd, Demetrius followed him with his fleet, 
which coasted alorfg the shore to Gaza, where the 
father and son concejrted the measures each of 
them were to pursue. The pilots advised them to 
wait till the setting of the Pleiades, and defer their 
departiire only for eight days, because the sea was 
then very tempestuous ; but the impatience of Aiv 
tigonus to surprise Ptolemy, baforehis preparatioos 
were completed, caused him to disregard* that sa- 
lutary advice. Demetrius was ordered to make 
a descent in one of tlie mouths of the Nile, whilst 
Aotigonus was to endeavour to open a passage by 
land, into the heart of the country ; bujt neither 
the one nor the otl>er succeeded in bis expedition. 
The fleet pf Demetrius suatained*greut damage by 
violent storms; |ind Ptolemy had tal^n such effec- 
tud precautions ;to secure the mouths of the Nile, 
as rendered it impracticable to Demetrius to land 
Ids troops. Antigonus, on the other hand, after 
.etiduring many hardships in crossing the deserts 
lhat lie between Palestine and Egypt, had much 
neater difficulties still to surmount, and found it 
ampossihle to pass^the firgjt arm of the Nile in his 
JXkarob; 5Uch Judkioas orders had been given by 
Ptolemy, and so advantageously were his troops 
^posted at all the passes and avenues ; but what 
was still more distfbssirig to Antigonus than all- 

). SL S04— ioe. But. in DemetR p. 806, 807. 
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the rest, his soldiers ^ail^ deserted from him in 
great numbers. 

Ptolemy had sent out boats on several parts of 
the river where the enemies resorted for water, and 
caused it to be proclaipied on his part, from those 
vessels, that every deserter from their troops should 
receive from him two minset and every officer a 
talent. So considerable a recompence soon allured 
great numbers to receive it, especially the mercena- 
ries in the pay of Antigonus ; nor were they pre- 
vailed upon by money done, as their inclinations 
to serve Ptolemy were much stronger than their 
mdtives to continue under Antigonus, whom they 
considered as an old man difficult to be pleased, im- 
perious, morose, and severe ; whereas Ptolemy ren- 
dered himself hmiable, by his gentle disposition and 
engaging behaviour to all who approached him. 

- Antigonus, after he had hovered to no effect on 
the frontiers of Egypt, and even till his provisions 
began td fail him, becoming sensible of his inability 
to enter Egypt, and finding that his army decreased 
every day by sickness and desertion, and that it 
was impossible for him to subsist his remaining 
troops any longer in that country ; was obliged to 
return into Syria, in a very shameful manner, after 
having lost in this unfortunate expedition a great 
number of his land forces, and many of his ships. ' 

Ptolemy, having offered a sacrifice to the gods, 
in gratitude for the protection th^ had granted 
him, sent to acquaint Lysimachus, Cassander, and 
Seleuctis, with the happy event of that campaign, 
and to renew the alliance between them, against tiie 
common enemy. This was the last attack he had 
to sustain for the crovyg of Egypt, and it greatly 
contributed to fix it upon bis head, in consequence 
of the prudent measures he pursued. Ptolemy, the 
astronomer, therefore fixes the commencement of 
his reign at this period, and afterwards points out 
the several years of its duration, in his chronological 
canon. He begins the Epoeba on the seventii of 
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November, . nineteen years bfter the death of Alex- 
ander the Great. 


Sect. VIII. Demetrius fqf'ms the siege of Rhodes, 
which he ^raises a year after, concluding a 
treaty much to the honour of the city. Hele- 
polis, a famous machine. The Colossus <f Rhodes. 
Protogenes, a celebrated painter, spared during 
the siege. 

An^igonus was not less than fourscore years of a. M. 
age at that time, a‘nd as he had then contracted a 3700. 
gross habit of body, aqd consequently was but little 
qualified for the activity of a military life, he made 
use of his.son’s services, who, fromthe experience 
he had already acquired, and the success which 
attended him, transacted the most important affairs 
with great ability. The father, for this reason, was 
not offended at his expensive luxury and Intemper- 
ance ; for Demetriuj, during peace, abandoned him- 
self to the greatest excesses of all kinds, without 
the least regard to decorum. In times of war, in- 
deed, he acted a very different part ; he was then a 
quite different man, vigilant, active, laborious, and 
invincible by fatigues. Whether he indulged in plea- 
sure, or appliedL to serious affairs, he entirely de- 
voted- himSelf to the one or the other ; and for the 
time he engaged in either was incapable of modera- 
tion. He had an inventive genius ; and an inqui- 
sitive turn of mind, actuated by a love for the 
sciences, lie never employed his natural industry 
in frivolous and insignificant amusements, like many 
other kings, sqme’of wjjom, as Plutarch observes, 
valued themselves for their expertness in playing on 
instruments, others in painting, and some in their 
dexterity in the turijefs art, with a hundred other 


. ^ Diod. 1. xs. p. 809 — 815, & 817—825. Plot, in Demetr. 
p. 897, & 893. 
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qualities of private men, but not Otte of a prince^ 
His application to the mechanic arts had some- 
thing great and truly royal in it ; his galleys, with 
fifteen benches of oars, were the admiration ot his 
enemies, who beheld them sailing along their coasts; 
and his engines.called helepoles, were a surprising 
spectacle to those whom he bftsieged. They were 
exceedingly useful to him in the war with Rhodes, 
with the conduct of which his father had charged 
him at the time w’C are now’ speaking of. 

Among the islands calletLSporades, Rhodes held 
the first rank, as well for the fertility of its sbil^ aS 
the safety of its ports and roads, which, on that 
accOunt> were resorted to by,great numbers of trad- 
ing ships from all parts'. It then formed a suial4 
but very powerfiil state, whose friendship was courtr 
cd by all princes, and which was studious,.^n itt 
ojvii part, to keep upon good terms with them all, 
by observing an exaet neutrality, and carefully de- 
clining any declaration in favour of one against an- 
other, in the wars that arose in^ those times. As the 
inhabitants were limited to a little island, all their 
power flowed from their riches, and their riches 
from their commerce, which it was their main in- 
terest to .preserve as free as possible with the Me- 
diterranean states, which all contributed to its 
prosperity. -The Rhodians, by ^rsisting in so 
prudent a conduct, had rendered theif city vfiry 
flourishing ;'^'and as they enjoyed continual peace, 
they became extremely opulent Notwithstanding 
the seeming neutrality they maintained, their incli- 
nation, as well as interest, peculiarly attached them 
to Ptoleihy, because the principal and most advan- 
tageous branches of thqu;^com/lierpe flowed from 
E^pt. When Antigonus, therefore, demanded 
succours of them in his wiar with Cyprus, they en- 
treated him not to compel them to declare against 
Ptolemy, their ancient friend and ally ; but this 
answer, prudent and well concerted as k really was, 
dreiv upon -them the displeasure of Anrighnus^ 
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vrbieb he eipressed in the severest menaces; and, 
when he returned from his expedition to Egypt, he 
sent his son Demetrius, with a fleet and army, to 
chastise their insolent temerity, as he termed it, and 
likewise to reduce them to bis obedience. 

Tb^ Rhodians, who foresaV the impending storm, 
bad sent to all the princes their allies, and to Pto> 
lemy in particular, to implore their assistance, and 
caused it to be represented to the latter, that their 
attachment to his interest had drawn upon them the 
danger to which they we^-e then exposed. 

The 'preparations on each side were immense. 
Dentetrius arrived before Rhodes with a very nu- 
merous fleet, for he had two hundred ships of war 
of different dimensipns ; and more than a hundred 
and seventy transports, which carried about forty 
thousand men, witliout including the cavalry and 
the succours lie received from pirates. He had 
likewise near a thousand small vessels laden witli 
provisions, and all other necessary accommodations 
for an army. The expectation of the vast booty 
to be acquired by tife capture of so rich a city as 
Rhodes, had allured great, numbers of soldiers to 
join Demetrius in this expedition. This prince, 
who had the most fertile and inventive genius that 
ever was, ^for attacking places, sAid forming ma- 
chines of war, had brought with him an infinite 
number of the latter. He was sensible that he had 
to deal with a brave people, and very able com- 
manders, who had acquired great experience in 
maritime aflairs ; and that the besieged had above 
eight hundred military macliines almost as formid- 
able as his own. 

Demetrius, upondiis arriyal at the island, landed 
in order to take a viaw m the most commodious 
situation for assaulting the.place. He likewise sent 
out parties to lay the country waste on all sides, 
and, at the same time* caused another body of his 
troops to cut down the trees, and demolish the 
booses in the parts adjacent to Rhodei^ and tiien 
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employed diem as materials to fortify his camp with 
a .triple palisade. 

The Rhodians, on their part, prepared for a 
vigorous defence. AH persons of merit, and repu- 
tation for military affairs in the countries in alliance 
with the Rhodians, threw themselves into the city, 
as much for the honour of serving a republic, equally 
celebrated for its gratitude and the courage of its 
citizens, as to manifest their own valour and abili- 
ties in the defence of that place, against one of the 
greatest captains, and the ipost expert in the conduct 
of sieges, that antiquity ever produced. 

They began with dismissing from the city all isuch 
persons as were useless ; and the number of those 
who remained, and were capable of bearing arms, 
amounted to fix thousand citizens and ^ thousand 
strangers. Liberty, and the right of denizeOiS, were 
promised to such slaves as should distinguish them- 
selves by their bravery, and the public engaged to 
pay theanasters the full price for each of them. It 
was likewise publicly declared, that the citizens 
would bestow an honourable ihtermenton those who 
should lose their lives imany engagement, and would 
also provide for the su bsistence of their parents, w ives, 
and children, and portion the daughters in marriage; 
and that when the sons should be of an age capable 
of bearing arms, they should be^presented with a 
complete suit of armour, on the public theatre-, at 
the great solemnity of the Bacchanalia. 

'Phis decree kindled an incredible ardour in all 
ranks of men. The rich came in crowds with money 
to defr^ tlie ex pence of the siege, and the soldiers* 
pay. The w'orkmen redoubled their’ industry in 
making arms that wer^xcelknt, as well for the 
.promptitude of execution, as<the beauty of the work. 
Some were employed ip making catapultas and 
balistas ; others formed different machines equally 
necessary; a third class repai'red the breaches of the 
walls; while several others supplied them with 
stone. In a word, every thing was in motion 
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throughout the city, each striving with emulation to 
distinguish himself on that occasion ; so that a zeal so 
ardent and universal was never known before. 

The besieged first sent out three good sailers 
against a small fleet of suttlers and merchants, 
who .were bringing a supply of provisions to the 
enemy : they sunk a^great number of their vessels, 
burnt several, and carried into the city such of the 
prisoners as were in a condition to pay their ran- 
som. The Rhodians gained a considerable sum 
of money by this expedition; for it was mutually 
agreed, that a thousand drachmas (about five and 
tvvehty pounds) should be paid for every person 
that was a freeman, and half the sum for a slave. 

The siege of Rl\pdes ha^ been represented as the 
inasterpiep e of Demetrius, and the greatest instance 
of the.fertility of his genius in resources and inven- 
tions. * He began the attack from the sea, in ordgr 
to make himself master of th^ port, and the towers 
w’hich defended the entrance. • 

In order to accomplish this design, he caused 
two* tortoises to b^ erected on two flat-bottomed 
vessels joined together, to.facilitate his approach to 
the places he intended to batter. One of these was 
stronger and more solid than the other, in order to 
co^er the^ men from those enorntOus masses w hich 
the besieged discharged from the towers and walls, 
by means •of the catapultas planted upon them ; 
the other was of a lighter structure, and designed 
to shelter the soldiers from flights of charts and 
arrows. Two towers of four stories were erected 
at the samt! time, which exceeded in height the 
towers that defended the entrance into the port, 
and these were intended^lo be used in battering 
the latter with ‘volleys <Sf stones and darts. Each 
of these towers w as placqd upon two ships strongly 
bound together. 

Demetrius, besides, caused a kind of floating 

* These Were pent-honscs of wood, conKtrocted so as to 
shelter the soldiers. 
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barrieiEido to be erected in front of these tortoise# 
and towers on a long beam of timber, four feet 
thick, through which stakes, armed at the end with 
large spikes of iron, were driven. These stakes 
were disposed horizontally, with their spikes pro* 
jecting forward, in order to prevent the vessels of 
the port from shattering the work with their beaks. 

He likewise selected out of his fieet the largest 
vessels, on the side of which he erected a rampart of 
planks with little windows, easy to be opened. He 
there placed the best Cretan archers and stingers in 
all his army, and furnished them with an infinite 
number of bows, small balistas on cross-bows, slihgs 
and catapultas, with other engines for shooting ; in 
order to gall the workmen of th$ city employed in 
raising and repairing the walls of the por^. 

The Rhodians seeing the besiegers turn all their 
efforts against that quarter, were no less industri- 
ous to defend it; in ..order to accomplish that de- 
sign, they raised two machines upon an adjoining 
eminence, and formed three others, which they 
placed on large ships of burdl;n, at the mouth of 
the little haven. A body of archers and slingers 
was likewise posted on each of these situations, with 
a prodigious quantity of stones, darts, and arrows 
of all kinds. The-same orders were also given with 
respect to the ships of burden in the great port. 

When Demetrius advanced with 'his ships and all 
his armament, to begin the attack on the ports, such 
a violent tempest arose as rendered it impossible for 
him. to accomplish any of his operations that day; 
but the sea growing calm about night, <be took the 
advantage of the darkness, and advanced, without 
being perceived by tlie enemy, cto the great har- 
bour: he made himself inkstgr of d neighbouring 
eminence, about five hunclred paces from the wall, 
and posted there four hundred soldiers, who fortified 
themselves immediately with strong palisades. 

The next morning, Demetrius caused bis bat- 
teries to advance with the sound of tnimpets> iWtd 
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the sboutd c)f bis whole army*]; and they at ^rst pro* 
duced all the effect he proposed from them, A great 
number of the besieged were slain in this attack, 
and sereral breaches were opened in the mole which 
covered the port ; but the^ were not very advan* 
tageous to the besiegers, who were ajways repulsed 
by the Rhodians ; and after a loss nearly equal on 
both sides, Demetrius was obliged to retire from the 
port with his ships and machines, to be out of the 
reach of the enemy’s arrows. 

The besieged, who ba<J learned to their cost what 
advantage might be taken of the darkness of the 
night, caused several fire-ships to sail out of the 
port during the darkness, in order to burn the 
tortoises and wooden towers w'hich the enemy had 
erected ; but as unfortunately they were not able 
to force the floating barricado which sheltered 
them, they were obliged to return into the porj, 
The Rhodians lost some of their fire-sliips in this 
expedition, but the mariners saved themselves by 
swimming. 

H • 

The next day, the prince ordered a general attack 
to be made against the port and the walls of the 
place, with the sound of trumpets and the shouts 
of his whole army, thinking by those means to 
spread terror among the besi^d f but they were so 
far from being intimidated, that tliey sustained the 
attetck with* incredible vigour, ’and discovered the 
same intrepidity for the space of eight days that it 
continued ; and actions of astonishing bravery were 
perfonned on both sides during that long interval. 

Demetriu#, taking advantage of the eminence 
which his troops had seized, gave orders for erecting 
upon it a battery of s^^fal engines, which dis- 
chaiged great stones of a hundred and fifty pounds 
in weight, against the walls and towers, the latter 
of which tottered with ‘the repeated shocks, and 
several breaches were Soon made in the walls. The 
besiegers advanced with great fury to seize the m(^ 
which defended the entrance into port ; but 
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as this post was of thb utmost importance to the 
Rhodians, they spared no pains to repulse the be* 
siegers, who had already made a considerable pro- 
gress. This they at last effected, by a shower of 
stones and arrows, which they discharged upon 
their enemies with so much rapidity, and for such 
a length of time, that they w<?.re obliged to retire in 
confusion, after losing a great number of their 
men. 

The ardour of the besiegers was not diminished 
by this repulsfe, and they rather appeared more ani- 
mated than ever against the Rhodians. They began 
the scalade by land and sea at'tbe same time, and 
employed the besieged so effectually, that they 
scarce knew, to what quarter to run for the defence 
of the place. ^ The attack was carried on with the 
utmost fury on all sides, and the besieged defended 
themselves with the greatest intrepidity. Great 
numbers were thrown from the ladders to the earth, 
and miserably bruised ; several^ even of the prin- 
cipal officers, got to the top of the weill, where they 
were covered with wounds, and taken prisoners by 
the enemy; so that Demetrius, notwithstanding 
all his valour, thought it necessary to retreat, in 
order to repair his engines, which were almost en- 
tirely destroyed -by so many attacks, as well as the 
vessels that carried them. 

After the prince had retreated from Rhodes,- im- 
mediate care was taken to bury the dead ; the beaks 
also of the ships, with the other spoils that had been 
taken from the enemy, were carried to the temple, 
and the workmen were indefatigable iiv repairing the 
breaches of the walls. 

Demetrius having employed seven days in refit- 
ting his ships and re|miHng his 'engines, set sail 
again, with a fleet as forjnidable as t& former, and 
steered, with a fair wind, directly for the port, which 
he was most anxious to gain, as he conceived it 
impracticable to reduce the place till he had first 
made bim^f master of that. Upon his arrival. 
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he caused a vast quantity of lighted torches, flam* 
ing straw, and arrows to be discharged, in order to 
set fire to the vessels that were riding there, while 
his engines battered the mole without intermission. 
The besieged, who expected attacks of this nature, 
exerted themselves with so much vigour and acti- 
vity, that they soon extinguished the flames which 
had seized the vessels in the port. 

At the same time they caused three of their largest 
ships to sail out of the port, under the command of 
Exacestes, one of their Isravest officers, with orders 
to attack the enemy, and exert the utmost efforts to 
reach the vessels that carried the tortoises and 
wooden towers, and to cjiarge them in such a 
manner with the beaks of theirs, as might cither 
sink them,* or render them entirely lAeless. These 
orders\were executed with surprising expedition 
and address ; and the three galleys, after they had 
shattered and broken through the floating barricado 
already mentioned, drove their beaks witb^o much 
violence into the sitjes of the enemy’s barks, on 
which the machines were erected, that the water 
was immediately seen to How into them through 
several openings. Two of them were already sunk, 
but the third was towed along by the galleys, and 
joined the* main fleet; and dangerous as it was to 
attack them in that situation, the Rhodians, through 
a blind and precipitate ardour, ventured to attempt 
it. But as the inequality was too great to admit 
them to come off witii success, Exacestes, with the 
officer who commanded under him, and some 
otiiers, afte * having fought with aU the braveiy 
imaginable, were taken with the galley in which 
they were; th^otHbr t^o«regained the port, after 
sustaining many dangers, and most of the men also 
arrived there by swimmii^. 

Unfortunate as this 'last attack had proved to 
Demetrius, be was determined to undertake another; 
and in order to succeed in that design, he ordered 
a machine of a new invention to be built, of thrice 
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the height aod breadth of those be had lately lost. 
When this was completed, be caused k to be placed 
near the port which he was resolved to force ; hut 
at the instant they were preparing to work it, « 
dieadfol tempest arose, at sea, and sunk it to the 
bottom, with the vessels on which it had' heen 
nised. *' 

The besieged, who were careful to inaprosre aU 
opportunities, employed the time, afforded them by 
the oaotinuance ^ the tempest, in regaining thu 
etnuicaaoe near the port, which the enemy had car> 
ried ki tibe first assault, aud where they afterwards 
tortified tliemselves. The fihbdiaus attacked it, 
and were repulsed several times ; but the forces of 
Demetiios who defended k, perceiving ifiesh troops 
oeBtinually p^uitog upon them, end tlmt k was In 
tuan ibr them to expect any relief, were obliged, at 
lest, to surrender themseliiies prisoners, to thenttin* 
ber of toar huodred'tBen. 

This keries of fortunate events w.as eucoeeded by 
the .atnval of fine hundred men fiiom Cnossius, a 
tky of C^to, ito .the asaistanoe of the Rhodians, .and 
ahmof fiaeiinndiied mofe whom Ptokuny aeat from 
.Egypt, sBOSbofthetB hang Rhodians, who bad listed 
themsehres amot^ the troops of that prince. 

Demetrius, :beiQg‘estremely mortified to see aR 
fas batteries on the aide of the has^ur rendered wr 
effeotoal, resolved to employ them -by htod, b older 
to 'carra the place by assault, or reduce it to the 
mecessityof taqutulafing. iie, therefore, ipsepased 
snatorials-of every. kind, andtocroedia nuKdiineekUr 
ed ■iskfoiU, which wasdarger tbenany'tbathwlever 
ibeen iuMenied before. The basis on whiobkfttoed 
■was square, :Bnd each of ^ sides ^as seiaeoty*^ 
(feet wide, llhe maduae.itvdf -was an .assemUage 
of large square beams, >rtffeted tof^ber wilfoiron, 
ond iw wbide maas rested -iipoB weight wheels that 
rumsjaadejpropwtiBnableitetoowe^likofffiieaiqier- 
Btraotare. 'Tfaelslliesef foesesvheelstwesBitbrenfoet 
l i ifek,ian dBl|6Bgt l m i ^'Mafoiae§eira»j^^ 
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In order to facilitate and* vary the movements of 
the belepolis, care had been taken to place casters * 
under by which the machine was made move* 
able any way. 

From each of the four i^gks a large column of 
wood»was carried up to the height of about one 
hundred and fifty feef, inclining towards each others 
The machine was composed of nine stories, whose 
dimensions gradually lessened in the ascent. The 
first story was supported by forty-three beams^ and 
the last by no more thap nine. 

Three sides of the machine were plated over with 
to prevent itslieing damaged by the fires that 
were launched from thie city. 

In the front of each story were little windows, 
whose form and dimensions corresponded with the 
naturo.of the arrows that were to be shot from the 
machine^ Over each window was a kind of curtain 
made with leather, stuffed with wool : this was let 
down by a machine for that purpose, and the inten- 
tion of' it was to brei^k the force of whatever sliould 
be discharged by the enemy against it. 

Each story had two large stair-cases, one for the 
ascent of the men, and the otlier for their descent 

This machine was moved forward by three thou- 
sand four hundred of the strongesl and most vigor- 
ous men in the vjjhole army, but the art with which 
k ilas buUC greatly facilitated the motion. 

Demetrius also gave directions for building a 
great number of other machines, of different mag- 
nitudes, atwi for various uses ; he also employed hk 
aeamen in /eveliing the ground over whicli the 

^ Mont. Rollin Infoitns us in j note, that he was obliged to 
retain the Greek (Am^stfepta) for want of a proper French 
word to render it by ; but as the English language is not so 
dcfectire in that particuhir, t\fe translator has expressed the 
Greekby the word catter, wfiich, as well as the original word, 
signifies a wheel placed uftder a piece of work, in such a man- 
ner as to .render it convertible on all sides, like those little 
wlieels al^ed under the fectof beds, by which they move with 
to any part df a TOOK. * 
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machines were to move, which Was a hundred 
fethoms in length. The number of artisans and 
otiiers, employ^ on these works, amounted to near 
thirty thousand men, by which means they were 
finished with incredible^ expedition. 

The Rhodians were not indolent during<these 
formidable preparations, but* employed their time 
in raising a counter-wall, on the tract of ground 
where Demetrius intended to batter the walls of the 
city with the heiepolis ; and, in order to accomplish 
this work, they demolished the wall which sur- 
rounded the theatre, as also several neighbouring 
bouses, and even some temples, having solemnly* 
promised the gods to build more magnificent struc- 
tures for the celebration of their worship after the 
siege should he raised. 

When they knew that the enemy had quitted the 
sea, they sent out nine of their best ships of war, 
divided into three* squadrons, the command of 
which they gave to three of their bravest sea-officers, 
who returned w'ith a very ricl^ booty, some galleys, 
and several smaller vessels, which tliey had taken, 
as also a great number of prisoners. They had like- 
wise seized a galley richly laden, in which were large 
quantities of tapestry, with other furniture, and a 
variety of rich roSes, intended by Phila as a present 
to her husband Demetrius, and accompanied with 
letters which she herself had written td him. The 
Rhodians sent the whole, and even the letters, to 
Ptolemy, which exceedingly exasperated Demetrius. 
In this proceeding, says Mutarcb, they did not imi- 
tate the polite conduct of the Athenians, who having 
once seized some of the couriers of Philip, with 
whom they were then at.wpr, Ppenqd all the packets 
but those of Olympias, which they sent to Philip 
sealed as they were. There are some rules of 
decency and honour which ought to be inviolably 
observM even with enemies. ' 

While the ships of the republic were employed in 
taking the priies dready mentioned, a great com- 
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motiort happened at Rhodes, respecting the statues 
of Antigonijs and Demetrius, which had been 
erected in honour of them, and till then had been 
held in the utmost veneration. Some of the prin- 
cipal citizens were solicitous, in a public assembly, 
for an order to destroy the statues of those 
princes who then harassed them %vith such a cruel 
w»ar ; but the people, who were more discreet 
and moderate on this occasion than their chiefs, 
would not suffer that proposal to be executed. 
So wise and eqiiitableaa conduct, cxcjusively of 
all ^events, did the Rhodians no small honour; 
but in case their cUy should he taken, it could not 
fail to inspire the coiv^uerpr with impressions in 
their favour. • 

Demetwus having tried several rnirffes without suc- 
cess, from their being all discovered, and rendered 
ineffectual by the vigilant conduct and activity ef 
the besieged, gave orders, ancf made the necessary 
dispositions, for a general assault : in order lo which 
the helepolis was moyed to a situation from whence 
the city might be battered with the best effect. 
Each story of this formidable engine was furnished 
with catapultas and balistas proportioned in their 
size to the dimensions of the place^ It was likewise 
supported.and fortified on two of its sides, by four 
small machines called tortoises, each of w high, had 
a covered gallery, to secure those who should either 
enter the helepolis, or issue out of it, to execute 
different orders. On the two other sides w^as a 
battering-ram of a prodigious size, consisting of a 
piece of timt)er thirty fathoms in length, armed 
with iron terminating a point, and as strong as 
the beak of a gailey? Tjyese engines were mounted 
on wheels, and were driven forward to batter the 
walls during the attack with incredible force by 
near a thousand inen.^ 

When every thing was ready, Demetrius ordered 
the trumpets to sound, and the general assault to be 
given on all sides, both by sea and lariU. In the 
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heat of the attack, and when the walls were already 
shaken by the battering-rams, ambassadors arrive 
from the Cnidians, and earnestly solicited Deme- 
trius to suspend the assault, giving him hopes, at 
the same time, that they should prevail upon the 
besieged to submit to an honourable capitulation. 
Asus|)ension of arms was accdl dingly granted ; but 
the Rhodians refusing to capitulate on the con- 
ditions proposed to them, the attack was renewed 
with so much fury, and all the machines co-ope- 
rated so elFectually, that large tower built with 
square stones, and the wall that flanked it, were 
battered down. The besieged fought like lions in 
the breach, and repulsed their enemies. 

In this conjuncture, the vessels which Ptolemy 
had freighted ^w’ith three hundred thousand mea- 
sures of corn, and different kinds of pulse for the 
Rhodians, arrived very seasonably in the port, not- 
withstanding all thd^ efforts of the enemies’ ships 
which cfuised in the neighbourhood to intercept 
them. A few days after this relief, two other small 
fleets sailed into the port; one of which was sent by 
Cassander, with one hdndred thousand bushels of 
barley; the other came from Lysimacbus with four 
hundred thousand bushels of wheat, and as much bar- 
ley. This seasonable and abundant supply, which was 
received when the’ city began to be- in want of provi- 
sions, inspired the besieged with new ccftirage; Rnd 
they resolved not to surrender till the last extremity. 

While they were animated in this manner, they 
attempted to Are the enemies’ machines, and with 
this view, ordered a numerous body of soldiers to 
march out of the city towards midnight, with torches, 
and all kinds of kindled wood.'^ 'I^faese troops ad- 
vanced to the batteries, and set them on fire, and at 
the same time innumerable arrows were shot from 
the wall, to support the detachment against those 
who should endeavour to extinguish the flames. 
The bestepcu’E lost great numbers of their men on 
^his occasidh, because they w^e mcapable^ amidst 
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the obscurity of the night, either to see or avoid 
tile volleys of arrows discharged upon them. Se- 
veral plates of iron happening to fell from the 
helepolis during the conflagration, the Rhodians 
advanced with impetuosity, in order to set it on 
fire : *but as the troops within quenched it with 
water as fast as tfie flames were kindled, they 
could not effect their design. However, Deme- 
trius being apprehensive that all his machines 
would be consumed, caused them to be removed 
with all possible expedition. y 

I^emetrius, bein^ curious to know what number 
of machines the besieged had employed in casting 
arrows, caused all those, wbichhad been shot from 
the place in the attack that night, to be gathered 
up ; and w’hen these were counted ,^and a proper 
computation made, he found that the inhabitants 
must have more than eight hundred engines, af 
different dimensions, for diAharging fires, and 
about fifteen hundred for arrows. The prince was 
struck with consternation at this number, as he did 
not imagine the city could have made such formid- 
able preparations. He ca’used his dead to be in- 
terred, gave directions for curing those who were 
wounded, and was as expeditious as possible in re- 
pairing the machines which had tieen dismounted 
and rendered useless. 

The besfeged, in order to take advantage of the 
relaxation they enjoyed by the removal of the ma- 
chines, were industrious to fortify themselves against 
the new assault, for which their enemies were then 
preparing.- I’o this purpose they began with open- 
ing a laige and deep ditch behind the breach, to 
obstruct the pe(f sage o^the enemy into the city ; 
after which they raised a substantial wall, in the 
form of a crescent, alor^»the ditch j which would 
cost the enemies a ney attack. 

As their attention was devoted, at the same time, 
to every other emeigency, they detached a squadron 
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of the best sailing ships in their port, which took 
a great number of vessels laden with provisions and 
ammunition for Demetrius, and brought them 
into the port. These were soon followed by a 
numerous fleet of sm^ll vessels freighted with 
corn and other necessaries, sent them by Ptolemy, 
with fifteen hundred* men commanded by Anti- 
gonus of Macedonia. 

Demetrius, having repaired his machines, caused 
them' all to advance near the city, when a second 
embassy arrived at the capgp from the Athenians^ 
and some other states of Greece, on the same sub- 
ject as the former, but with as little success. The 
king, whose imagination was fruitful of expedients 
for succeeding in his projects, detached fifteen hun- 
dred of his bes^ troops, under the command of Alci- 
mus and Mancius, with orders to enter the breach at 
midnight, and force the intrenchments behind it. 
They w^re then to possess themselves of the parts 
adjacent to the theatre, where they would be in a 
condition to maintain their ground, if they could 
but once make themselves masters of it. In order 
to facilitate -the execution of so important and 
dangerous an expedition, and amuse the enemy 
with false attacks, he at the same time caused all 
the trumpets to sound a chargd^ and the city 
to be attacked on all sides, by sea and 
land, that the besieged finding sufficient employ- 
ment in all parts, the fifteen hundred men might 
have an opportunity of forcing the intrenchments 
which covered the breach, and afterwards of seizing 
all the advantageous posts about the theatre. This 
feint had all the success the prince expected from 
it. The troops bavingisl^uted frpm all quarters, 
as if they were advancing tO'>a general assault, the 
detachment commanded., by Alcimus entered the 
breach, and made such a vigorous attack upon 
those who defended the ditch, and Uie crescent 
which covered it, that after they had killed a great 
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number of their enemies,' and put the rest into 
confusion, they seized the posts adjacent to the 
theatre, where they mainlined themselves. 

The alarm was very great in the city, and all the 
chiefs who commanded thpre dispatched orders to 
theiroflScers and soldiers forbiddingjthem to quit their 
posts, or make the leftst movement whatever. Alter 
which they placed themselves at the head of a 
chosen body of their own troops, and of those who 
were newly arrived from Egypt, and with them 
poured upon the detatfhnient which had advanced 
as far as the theatre ; but the obscurity^f the night 
rendered it imprafticable to dislodge them from the 
posts they had seized, and the day no sooner ap- 
peared, than an universal cry of the besiegers was 
heard from all quarters, by which they endeavoured 
to anifnate those who had entered the place, and 
inspire them with a resolution to maintain tl)pir 
ground, where they might seon expect succours. 
This terrible cry drew floods of tears and dismal 
groans from the populace, women, and children, 
who continued in the city, and concluded them- 
selves inevitably lost. The battle, however, con- 
tinued with great vigour near the theatre, and the 
Macedonians defended their post with an intre- 
pidity that astonished their enenlies, till at last the 
Rhodians prevailing by their numbers, and per- 
petual supplies of fresh troops, the detachment, 
after having seen Alcimus and Mancius slain on the 
spot, were obliged to submit to superior force, and 
abandon a post it was no longer possible to main- 
tain. Gretft numbers of them fell on the spot, and 
the rest were taken prisoners. 

The ardour of Bcmetrips was rather augmented 
than abated by this check, and he was making the 
necessary dispositions for a new assault, when he 
received letters from His father Antigonus, by which 
he was directed to take all possible measures for the 
conclusion of a peace with the Rhodians. ^ He then 
wanted some plausible pretext for disoontiouiogthe 
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siege, and chance supplied him with it. At that 
very instant deputies from .Stolia arrived at his 
camp, to solicit him anew to grant a peace to the 
Rhodians, to which they found him not so averse 
as before. 

* If what Vegetius relates of the helepolis be true, 
and indeed Vitruvius .seems to confirm it, with a 
small variation of circumstances, it might possibly 
be another motive that contributed not a little to 
dispose Demetrius to a peace. That prince was 
preparing tp advance his h^epolis against the city, 
when a Rhodian engineer contrived an expedient to 
render it entirely useless ; he opened a mine under 
the walls of the city, and continued it to the way 
over which the tower was to pass the ensuing day 
in order to app.foach the walls. The besiegers not 
suspecting any stratagem of that nature, moved on 
th^ tower to the place undermined ; which being 
incapable of supporting so enormous a load, sunk 
in under the machine, w hich buried itself so deep 
in the earth, that it was impossible to draw it out 
again. This was one inconvenience to which these 
formidable engines were obnoxious ; and the two 
authors whom 1 have cited declare, that this ac- 
cident determined Demetrius to raise the siege; and 
it is, at least, very probable that it contributed not 
a little to his taking that resolution. 

The Rhodians, on their part, were as desirous of 
an accou^modation as himself, provided it could be 
effected upon reasonable terms. Ptolemy, in pro- 
mising them fresh succours, much more consider- 
able than the former, had earnestly exhorted them 
not to lose a favourable occasion, if it should 
offer itself. Besides whjiph, they were sensible of 
the extreme necessity they were ^nder of put- 
ting an end to fhe siegc^ which could not but 
prove fatal to them at last. ‘^This consideration in- 
duced them to listen with pleasure to the proposals 
tpade tfaBm, add the treaty was concliided soon after 
« f Vegpt,^ n lailit. c. i?.. 
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upon the following terms t That the republic of 
Rhodes, and all its citizens, should retain the enjoy- 
ment of their rights, privileges, and liberty, without 
being subjected to any pow^r whatsoever. The al- 
liance they had always had with Antigonus, was to be 
confirmed and renewed, with an obligation to take up 
arms for him in any«var in which he should be en- 
gaged, provided it was not against Ptolemy. The 
city was also to deliver a hundred hostages, to be 
chosen by Demetrius, for the elTectual performance 
of the articles stipulated between them. When 
these hostages were givfn, the army declfmped from 
befbre Rhodes 5 after having besieged it a year. 

“Demetrius, who was then reconciled with the 
Rhodians, was desirous, before bis departure, to 
give thena a proof of that dispositio;g ; and accord- 
ingly presented them with all the machines of w'ar 
he had employed in that siege. These were after- 
wards sold for three hundred talents (about thfee 
hundred thousand crowns), which they employed, 
with an additional sum of their own, in making the 
famous Colossus, Which was reputed one of the 
seven wonders of the world. It was a statue of the 
sun, of so stupendous a size, that ships in full sail 
passed between its legs ; the height of it was seventy 
cubits, or one hundred and five*feet, and few men 
could clasp its thumb with theic arms. It was the 
work of Chare/ of Lindus, and employed him for 
the space of twelve years. Sixty-six years after its 
erection it was thrown down by an earthquake ; of 
which we shall speak in the sequel of this history. 

The Rhoxiians, to testify their gratitude to Pto- 
lemy for the assistance he had given them in so 
dangerous a conjjincture, consecrated a grove to 
that prince, after thgjThaa consulted the oracle of 
Jupiter Ammon, to give the action an air of solem- 
nity ; and, to honour him the more, erected a mag- 
ni&cent edifice withm it. They built a sumptuous 
portico, and continued it along each side of the 
■■ Piin. 1. xzxiv. c. 7. 
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square which encompassed the grove, and contained 
a space of four hundred fathoms. This portico 
was called the Ptolemceon; and, out of flattery, 
no less customary in those days than it was im- 
pious, divine honours were rendered to him in that 
place : and in order to^perpetuate their delwerer 
in this war by abother method, they gave him the 
appellation of Sotcr, which signifies a saviour, and 
is used by the historians to distinguish him from 
the other Ptolemies, who were his successors on 
the throne of Egypt. 

I was uliwilling to interrtapt the series of events 
that occurred at this siege, and, Jtherefore, reserved 
for this place one that greatly redounds to the honour 
of Demetrius. It relates tohls taste for the arts, and 
the esteem he entertained for those who were dis- 
tinguished by peculiar merit in them; a circumstance 
not a little conducive to the.glory of a prinCb. 

•Rhodes was at that time the residence of a cele- 
brated pointer, named Protogenes, who was a native 
of Caunus, a city of Caria, which was then subject 
to the Rhodians. The apartment where he painted 
was in the suburbs, withput the city, when Deme- 
trius first besieged it ; but neither the presence of 
the enemies who then surrounded him, nor the 
noise of arms that perpetually rung in his ears, 
could induce him to quit his habitation, dr discon- 
tinue his work. The king was ^urpri^ed at bis 
conduct; and as he one day asked him bis reasons 
for such a proceeding, “It is,” replied he, “ be- 
cause I am sensible you have declared war against 
the Rhodians, and not against the sciences.” Nor 
was he deceived in that opinion, for Demetrius 
actually shewecthimself their prcjtector. He planted 
a- guard round his housefthut the arlist might enjoy 
tranquillity, or, at least, be secure from danger, 
amidst the tumult and rkv^ages of war. He fre^ 
quentiy went to see him work, and could never 
sufficiently admire his application, and bis sur^ 
prising exceUency in his art, 
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The master- piece of this* * * § painter was the lalusus^ 
an historical picture of a fabulous hero oi that 
name, whom the Rhodians acknowledged as their 
founder.* Protogenes had employed seven years 
in finishing this piece; and when Apelles first saw 
it, hp was transported with so much admiration, 
that liis speech failed him for/iome time; and when 
he at last began to recover from his astonishment, 
he cried out, “ Prodigious work indeed ! Admirable 
performance ! It has not, however, the graces I 
give my works, and which have raised iheir repu- 
tation* to the skies.” if we may creditTliny, Pro- 
toglbnes, during the whole time he was w^orking on 
this picture, condemned himself to a very rigid and 
abstemious life,t that*the ‘delicacy of his taste and 
imagination might not be affected bjjiis diet. This 
pictui;e was carried to Rome, and consecrated in 
the temple of Peace, where it remained in the tiype 
of Pliny ; but it was destroyod at last by fire. 

The same Pliny pretends that Rhodes was saved 
by this picture, because, as it hung in the only 
quarter by which it’was possible for Demetrius to 
take the city, he rather chose to abandon his con- 
quest, J than expose so precious a monument of art 
to the danger of being consumed in the flames. 

This, indeed, would have been* carrying his taste 
and value for painting into a surprising extreme; 
but we bme already seen the true reasons which 
obliged Demetrius to raise the siege. 

One of the figures in this picture w^as a dog,§ that 

* He was tBe son of Ochimus, w’hose parents were the Sun 
and Rhoda, from whom the city and island derived iheir name. 

t He supported hin^seif on boiled lupines, a kind uf pulse 
which satisfied hi% hunger aifd ^irst at the same time. 

X Parcentem picturcc occasio victoria:, 

§ Est in ed canis mire fact^s, ut quern pariter casus et ars 
pinxerini. Non judicubat exprimcre in eo spumam anhelantis 
posse, cum in reliqvd omni parte (quod difficiliimunierat) tibi ipsi 
satisjecissct, Displicebat autem ars ipsa, nec minui poterat, et 
pidebatur nimia, ac longitls d veritute discedere, spuinaquc ilia 
pingi non ex orenasci, anxio unimi cruciatu, cthnjn picturdverum 
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was adinired by all good judges, and had cost tha 
painter great pains, without bis being able to 
express his idea to his own satisfaction, though he 
was sufficiently pleased with all the rest of the 
work. He endeavoured to represent the dog 
panting, and with his biouth foaming as afjter a 
long chase; and‘empjoyed all«the skill be was ca> 
pable of exerting on this part of his subject, with* 
out being able to content himself. Art, in his 
opinion, was more visible than it ought to have 
been ; a mere resemblance would not suffice, and 
almost notning but reality ilself would satisfy him. 
He was desirous that the foanr should not sdbm 
painted, but actually dowing out of the mouth of 
the dog. He frequently retouched it, and suffered 
a degree of tqrture from his anxiety "tp express 
those simple traces of nature, of which he had 
formed the ideas in his mind. All his attempts 
were however ineffiertual, till at last, in a violent 
emotion of rage and despair, he darted at the pic- 
ture the sponge with which he used to wipe out his 
colours, and chance accomplished that w'hich art 
had not been able to effect. 

This painter is censured for being too difficult to 
be pleased, and for retouching his pictures too fre- 
quently. It is certain that, though Apelles * almost 
regarded him as hb master, and allowed him a num- 
ber of excellent qualities, yet he condemned in him 
the defect of not being able to quit the pencil and 
finish his works; a defect highly pernicious in elo- 
quence as well as painting. “ We ought,” says 

esse, non verismUe, vellet. Absterserat stepiiu miUaveratque pe^ 
nicillum, nullo modo sibi approbans. Ppstremb iratus arti qu 6 d 
intelligeretur, spvngiam earn ^npe^t inviso loco tabula, et ilia 
reposuit nblntos colores, qualiter cura tptabat: fecitqiue inpicturd 
foriuna naturam. P4.1N. 1 . xxxv^ cap. 10 . 

^ Et aliam gloriam ttsurpavii Apelles, dim Protogenis opus 
inmensi laboris ac cura supra modum anxia miraretur, Dixit 
enim omnia mbs cum illo parid esse, aut iUi meliora, sed uno se 
prastartf qpM fnoiifrm tile de tabuld nesciret tollere: memorabili 
praoe^o, noemt mmiam diligentiam, Plik. ibid; 
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Cicero,* “ to know how far we should go: and 
Apelles justly censured some painters for not 
knowing when to iiave dcjpe.” 


Sect. IX. The expedition qfiSeleucus into India. 
Demetrius compels Cassander to raise the siege of 
Jthens. Theexcessvoe honours paid him in that 
city. A league between Ptolemy, Seleucus, Cas^ 
Sander, and Lysimaclyis, against Antmonus and 
Demetrius. The battle of Ipsus, a city f Phry- 
gia. wherein Antigonus is slain, and Demetrius 
put to flight. 


The farther we advance into the history of Alex- 
ander’s**successors, the jnore easily may we discover 
the spirit by which they were^constantly actuatdU 
hitherto, and by which they will still app^r to be 
influenced. They at first concealed their real dis- 
positions, by nominating children, or persons of 
weak capacities, to the re^al dignity, in order to 
disguise their own ambitious views. But as soon 
as all the family of Alexander was destroyed, they 
threw off the mask, and discovered themselves in 
their piopbr colours, and such as, in reality, they 
had, always.beenf They were all equally solicitous 
to support themselves in their several governments; 
to become entirely independent; to assume an ab- 
solute sovereignty; and enlarge the limits of their 
provinces and kingdoms, at the expence of those 
other governors who were w'eakeror less successful 
than themselves, for this purpose they employed 
the force of their arms,^nfl entered into alliances, 
which they weie always ready to violate when they 
could derive more advantages from others ; and they 

• In omnibus rebus videndum est qucUenus In quo ApeOes 

pzctores quoque eos peetiete diccbut, qus non sentireni quid esset 
Satis. Orat, B, 7S. 
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renewed them with the same facility from the same 
motives. They considered the vast conquests of 
Alexander as an inher^ance destitute of a master, 
which prudence obliged them to secure for them* 
selves, in as large portions as possible, without any 
apprehensions of being reproached as usurpers, for 
t^ acquisition of countries gained by the victories 
of the Macedonians, but not fhe property of any 
particular person. This was the great motive of 
all the enterprises in which they engaged. 

Seleucus, as we formerly observed, was master 
of all the countries between the Euphrates 2nd the 
Indus, and was desirous of acquiring those that lay 
beyond the latter of those j^vers. In order, there- 
fore, to improve the fa'vourablo opportunity which 
now offered, nhen he himself was in alliance with 
Ptolemy, Cassander, and Lysimachus, and when 
the forces of Antigonus wele divided, and Deme- 
trius was employed 4n the siege of Rhodes, and in 
awing the republics of Greece; and while Antigonus 
himself was only intent upon becoming master of 
^ria and Phoenicia, and atta^ing Ptolemy even in 
Egypt itself : lie. thought it incumbent on him to 
take advantage of tliis diversion, which weakened 
the only enemy he had to fear ; for carrying his 
arms against the V>cople of India, who wpre includ- 
ed in his lot by the general partition, and whom 
he hoped it would be very practicablef for him to 
subdue if be made a sudden irruption into that 
country, when it was altogether unexpected by 
king Sandrocotta. This person was an Indian of 
very 'mean extraction, who, under the’specious pre- 
text of delivering his country from the tyranny of 
foreigners, had raised ap army,<and augmented it so 
well by degrees, that he fmisid md%ms to drive the 
Macedonians out of all t4e provinces of India which 
Alexander had conquered/and to establish himself 
in tbemr while the successor^ of that monarch were 
engaged in mutual wars with each other. Seleucus 
passed the Ikidus in order to regain those provinces; 
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blit when he found that Sandrocotta had rendered 
himself absolute master of all India, and had like- 
wise an army of six hundrefl thousand men, with a 
prodigious number of elephants, he did not judge it 
prudent to attack so poten| a prince ; but entered 
into a treaty with him, by which be agreed to re- 
nounce all his pretensions to that country, provided 
Sandrocotta would furnish him with five hundred 
elephants; upon which terms a peace was concluded. 
This was the final result of Alexander’s Indian con- 
quests ! This the frui^ of so much blopd shed to 
gratify the frantic ambition of one princ^. Seleucus 
shortly after led his troops into the West against 
Antigonus, as I shall $oon observe. The absolute 
necessity he was under of engaging in this war, was 
one of his. strongest inducements foa concluding so 
suddeq a peace with the Indian prince. 

"The Athenians at the same time called in l)p- 
metrius to assist them against Cassander, who was 
besieging their city. . He accordingly set*sail with 
three hundred and thirty galleys, and a great body of 
foot; and not only drove Cassander out of Attica, 
but pursued him as far a» Thermopylse, where he 
defeated him, and made himself master of Heraclea, 
which surrendered voluntarily. He also admitted 
into his service six thousand Macedonians, who 
came over to bi| side. * 

’When be returned to Athens, the inhabitants of 
that city, though they had already lavished upon 
him all the honours they were able to invent, bad 
recourse to new flatteries that outdid the former. 
They lodgefl him in the back part of the temple of 
Minerva, called the Parthenon ; but even this place, 
which had so much sanc^ty ascribed to it by the 
people, and v7as the mansion of a virgin goddess, 
he did not scruple to prqfane by the most infamous 
debaucheries. Hb courtesans were there treated 
with more honour than the goddess herself, and 

■ Dkid. 1. zx. p. 825—828. Plat in DesHtr. p. 890. 
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were tte only divinities he adored. ®He evert 
caused altars to be erected to them by the Athe^ 
nians, wboin he called afe^ect wretches for their 
mean compliance, and creatures born only for 
slavery ; so much was even this prince shocked at 
such despicable adulation, as Tacitus observed 
with respect to Tiberius.* 

Deniocles, surnamed the Fair, and of a very 
tender age, threw himself, in order to elude the vio- 
lence of Demetrius, into a vessel of boiling water 
prepared ft^ a bath, and there lost his life, chposing 
rather tp die than violate his modesty. The Athe- 
nians, to appease the resentment of Demetrius, who 
was extremely offended, at a^decree they had pub- 
lished with relation to him, issued a new one, im- 
porting, “ That it was ordered and adjuflged by the 
“ people of Athens, that whatever Demetrius might 
“ Miink fit to command, should be considered as 
“ sacred with rcgard‘’to the gods, and just with re- 
^ gard W men.” Is it possible to believe, that flat- 
tery and servitude could be carrjed to such an excess 
of baseness, extravagance, and irreligion ! 

Demetrius, after thest? proceedings, entered Pe- 
loponnesus, and took from Ptolemy, who had ren- 
dered himself powerful in that country, the cities of 
Skyon, Corinth, and several others where he had 
garrisons. And as he happened ,to be at Argos, 
at the grand festival in honour of Juno, he was 
desirous of celebrating it, by proposing prizes, and 
presiding in person among the Greeks. In order 
to solemnize it more eflectually, he espoused, on 
that day, Deidamia, the daughter of iEacides, king 
of the Molossians, and sistCT of Pyrrhus. 

'The states of Greece bled in the 

» Atlien« L ti. p.253. ^ > Pint, in Dcmetp. p. 900. 

* Mmaria proditur, quodis curid cgre^eiter, 

vfrid* m mdm O bgmio^s ad 

aenritntem paratos ! Scilicet etiam ilium, qui libertatem publicam 
noHct,. um pdpecdf 9fTvi^$^um patientim tetdehat. Tacit. 
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Isthmus, apd curiosity having drawn a vast number 
of people^froin all parts, Demetrius was proclaimed 
general of all the Greeks, a« Philip and Alexander 
had been before him ; to whom he thought himself 
abundantly superior ; so qpuch was he intoxicated 
with the success of his arms, and the extravagant 
flattery lavished upo^ him. • 

When he was about to depart from Peloponnesus 
for Athens, he wrote to the inhabitants of that city, 
that he intended, upon his arrival among them, to 
be initiated in the greats and lesser mysUries at the 
sanie time. This had never been permitted before; 
for it was necessar^ to observe certain intervals ; it 
being lawful to celebrate th§ lesser mysteries only in 
the month of March,* and the greater in that of 
October. • fh order therefore to obviate this incon* 
venienue, and satisfy so religious a prince, it was 
ordered, that the then present month of May should 
be deemed the month of March, and afterwards that 
of October ; and Demetrius, by this rare invention, 
was duly initiated, yithout infringing the customs 
and ceremonials prescribed by the law. 

But of all the abuses committed at Athens, that 
which most afflicted and mortified the inhabitants, 
was an order issued by Demetrius, for immediately 
furnisbin^the sum of two hundrecl and fifty talents; 
and when this money had been collected without the 
lea'st delay'or abatement, the prince, the moment he 
saw it amassed together, ordered it to be given to 
Lamia, and the other courtesans in her company, 
for washes and paint. The Athenians were more 
offended at fhe indignity than the loss, and resented 
the application of that sum much more than their 
contribution ofjhe^uu^itssslf. 

Lamia, as it this terrible expence had not been 
sufficient, being desirous ^o regale Demetrius at a 
fi^t, extorted mone^ from several of the richest 

• Then are varioua opinions with reiatioa to As HMiWfha in 
which these mysteries were celebrated. 
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Atheniaris by her own private authority. The en- 
tertainment cost immense sums, and gave birth to 
a very ingenious pleasantry of a coniic poet, who 
said, that Lamia was a true helepolis. We have 
already shewn that the helepolis was a machine in- 
vented by Demetrius for attacking and taking towns. 

A. M. ’Cassander biiding himself vigorously pressed by 
• 3702 . Demetrius, and not being able to obtain a peace 
^"302 "’itboiit submittipg entirely to the discretion of An- 
tigonus, agreed with Lysiinachus to send ambassa- 
dors to Scfeucus and Ptoleeay, to represent to them 
the situation to which they were reduced. The con- 
duct of Antigonus made it evident that he had no 
less in view thantodispossessiall the other succ|f;i;sors 
of Alexander, and usurp the whole empire to him- 
self ; and thaE'it was time to form a strict alliance 
with each other to humble this exorbitant .power. 
They were likewdse offended, and Lysimachus in 
particular, at the contemptible manner in which 
Demetrtus permitted people to treat the other kings 
in their conversation at his table, appropriating the 
regal title to himself and his father j whereas Pto- 
lemy, according to his flatterers, was no more than 
the captain of a ship, Seleucus a commander of ele- 
phants, and Lysimachus a treasurer. A confede- 
racy w as therefore formed by these four kings, and 
Seleucus hastened into Assyria, to make prepara- 
tions for this new war. 

The first operations of it were commenced at 
the Hellespont; Cassande&and Lysimachus having 
judged'it expedient that the former should continue 
in Europe, to defend it against Demetrius, and that 
tiie latter, with as many troops as could be drawn out 
of their two kingdoms, wiitbout leaving them too de- 
s^ute of forces, should invade the provinces of 
Antigonus, in Asia. Lysimachus consequently 
. the Hellespont witb^a fine army, and, either 

4 SMb i^lta. p. 830-^836. Plot. in.Demetr. p. 899. Jas- 
*■ 1 . l.*v. c. 4, 
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by treaty or force, reduced Phrygia, Lydia, Lyca- 
onia, and most of the territories between the Pro- 
pontis and the river Maeander. 

Antijtonus was then at Antigonia, which he had 
lately built in Upper Syriaf and where he was em- 
ployed in celebrating ^le solemn games he had there 
established. This news, with'tHat of several other 
revolts, transmitted to him at the same time, caused 
him immediately^ to quit his games. He accord- 
ingly dismissed ihe assembly upon the spot, and 
made preparations for advancing against/ie enemy. 

Whm all his troops^were drawn together, he march- 
ed with the utmost expedition over mount Taurus, 
and Ctrtered Cilicia, where he took out of the pub- 
lic treasury pf Quinda, a city of that province, as 
much money as he wanted, and then Augmented his 
troops fo the number hf thought necessary. After 
which he advanced directly towards the enemy, ami 
retook several places which had revolted in his 
march. Lysimachus thought proper to Be upo'J 
the defensive, till the*arrival of the succours which 
were upon their march to ^oin him from Seleucus 
and Ptolemy. The remaining part of the yeai^ 
therefore, elapsed without any action, and eacli 
party retired into winter-quarterik 

Seleucus, at the beginning of the next year form- A. M. 

ed bis army at Bhbylon, and marched into Cappa- STOji.^ 
docia, to act against Antigonus. This latter sent 
im mediately for Demetrius, who left Greece with 
great expedition, marched to Ephesus, and retook 
that city, with several others that had declared for 

Lysimachus upon his arrival in Asia. 

Ptolemy improvqiJ the opportunity in Syria, of the 
absence of Antigonus^ ftidTecovered all Pbcemci^ 

Judtea, and Coele-syria, except the cities of Tyre 
and Sidon, where Antigonhsbad left good garrisons. 

He, indeed, formed the siege of Sidon; but whilst 
his troops were employed in battering ^e » 

received intelligence that AnUgonus ^ ^ 

Seleucus and Lysimachus, and was advanang to 
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relieve the place. Upon this false report he made a 
truce for live months \^h the Sidonians, raised the 
siege, and returned to Egypt. 

Here ends what remains of th6 history of Diodo- 
rus Siculus, in a period W the greatest importance, 
and on the very poii^t of a battle, by which the fate 
of Alexander’s successors is to be decided. 

The confederate army, commanded by Seleucus 
and Lysimachui^, and the troops ctf Antigonus and 
Demetrius, arrived in Phrvgia almost at the same 
time, but did not long confront each other \vithout 
coming to blows. Antigonus had above sixty thou- 
sand foot, ten thousand l^orse, and seven^-five 
elephants. The enemy’s forces consisted ofsixty- 
four thousand/oot, ten thousand five hundred horse, 
four hundred elephants, with a hundred an^,. twenty 
c^i,ariots armed with scythes. The battle was fought 
near Ipsus, a city of Phrygia. 

As scon as the signal was given, Demetrius, at 
the head of his best cavalry, fell upon Antiochus, 
the son of Seleucus, and b<^baved with so much 
bravery, that he broke the enemy’s ranks, and put 
them to flight ; but a rash and inconsiderate thirst 
of glory, against which generals can never be too 
much on their guard, and which has be^^n fatal to 
many, prompted Demetrius to pursue the fugitives 
with too much ardour, and without anj considera- 
tion for the rest of the army ; by which means he 
lost the victory he might j^sily have secured, had 
he improved his first advantage aright. For when 
he returned from the pursuit, be found it impracti- 
cable for him to rejoin his infantry, the enemy’s 
elephants having filled the>intermediate space. 
When Seleucus saw the infantry 8f Antigonus se- 
parated from their cavalry, he md hot actually at- 
tack theth, bu| Only thad&n feiiit tls if he were go- 
ing to fell upon tliem, sothe^mes oh One side, and 
sOme^g^ on another, in ordbf tO iniiimidate and 
j^ord tmilk siiffident time to quit th!e ‘hrihy of 
r in Demet p, 902. 
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Antigonus, and come over to his own; and this was 
at last the expedient on which they resolved. The 
greatest part of the infantry detached themselves 
from the rest, and surrendered voluntarily to Se- 
leucus and the other were^ll put to flight. At the 
same instant a large hody of thq army of Seleucus 
drew olF by his order, and made a furious attack 
upon Antigonus, who sustained their efforts for 
some time, but b^ing at last overwfelmed with darts, 
and having received many wounds, he fqjl dead on 
the earth, having defended himself valiantly to his 
last*gasp. Demetrius seeing his father dead, ral- 
lied all the troop^ he^ was able to draw together, 
and retired to Ephesus* witB five thousand foot and 
four thousand horse ; which were aff^that remained 
of moi» than seventy thousand men, whom his fa- 
ther and himself commanded at the beginning of 
the engagement. “ The great Pyrrhus, young *as 
he then was, was inseparable from Demetrius, over- 
threw all that opposed him, and gave an essay, in 
this first action, of what might be expected one day 
from his valour and bravery. 

» Plut. in Pyrrh. p,S84. 
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